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Dedication

To everyone who loves worship and wants to love it more.

This book is not an attack on what you treasure. It is an invitation to step into His presence.

It’s time to discover what worship was always meant to be.
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Part One: Understanding the Battle


For every Christian who worships, what music is, where it came from, and what happened to it
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Before the Beginning
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Before the first star was placed in the sky, before the first tree took root in the ground, before the first human drew breath, there was already music.

Not entertainment. Not background noise. Worship.

And it changes everything we think we know about music’s purpose.

We live in a world that assumes music is a human invention, created for human enjoyment. We scroll through playlists looking for songs that match our mood. We use music to fill silence, to motivate workouts, to set the atmosphere for dinner parties. Music serves us. Or so we think.

But what if we have it completely backwards? What if music was never meant to serve us at all? What if the songs we tap our feet to, the lyrics we hum without thinking, the melodies that shape our emotions were never designed for human consumption in the first place?

Scripture pulls back the curtain on a reality most of us have never considered. In the book of Job, God Himself describes the moment He laid the foundations of the earth. And what He reveals is staggering.

Job 38:4-7 (NIV) records God asking, “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”

While God was laying the cornerstone of creation, the morning stars were already singing. The angels were already shouting for joy. Music was already happening before humanity existed.

This book you are reading is not about creating something new. It is about recovering something ancient. We are not inventing worship. We are finding our way back to what worship was always meant to be, before anyone corrupted it, before the world got its hands on it, before we forgot what music was for.

The original direction of all music was Godward. Throneward. Heavenward. And that is the direction we are called to recover.


Music at Creation’s Dawn


When God described the moment of creation to Job, He was not speaking in metaphor. He was revealing something we could never have known otherwise. There were beings present at creation’s foundation. They were not silent observers. They were worshipers. They were musicians.

“The morning stars sang together.”

The Hebrew here is rich with meaning. These were not literal stars as we know them. These were celestial beings, angels of such radiance that they were called “stars of the morning.” And their response to God’s creative act was song. Not applause. Not silence. Song.

Music, then, is not something we invented. It is something we inherited. Long before David wrote his first psalm, long before Moses led Israel in the song by the Red Sea, long before any human voice lifted in worship, the hosts of heaven were already singing.

This truth demolishes our assumptions. We think of music as a human art form that we occasionally offer to God. God’s Word reveals that music is a heavenly reality He has invited us to join.

Think about what this means. When you worship on a Sunday morning, you are not starting something. You are entering something that has been happening since before time began. The worship of heaven did not wait for humanity. It was already in full expression when God spoke creation into existence.

Music is not man’s invention first. It exists as a heavenly worship language. The original direction of music is Godward and throneward.

This is why music matters so much. It is not just cultural expression. It is not merely artistic preference. Music runs through the core of spiritual reality. It existed before creation because it was created for a purpose higher than any of us imagined.

The angels did not sing because they were bored. They sang because they were beholding God’s glory. Their music was response to revelation. They saw what God was doing, and song was the only appropriate response.

This is the pattern. This is what we have lost. And this is what we must recover.


Heaven’s Worship Right Now


What began before creation did not end after creation. The worship of heaven is not a historical footnote. It is happening right now, as you read these words.

The book of Revelation gives us window after window into heaven’s reality. And what we see there should take our breath away.

Revelation 5:8-9 (NIV) describes a scene around the throne of God: “And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.’“

This is not ancient history. This is current events in heaven. Right now, around the throne of God, there are harps being played. There are bowls of incense being held. There are songs being sung. The worship never stopped. It has been continuous since before time began, and it will continue forever.

Notice the details. The harps tell us there are instruments in heaven. The song tells us there are lyrics in heaven. The incense represents our prayers being received. Heaven’s worship is not abstract. It is real, tangible, and ongoing.

Revelation 14:2-3 (NIV) adds another layer: “And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne.”

That sound. Like rushing waters. Like thunder. Like harps. This is not quiet background music. This is worship of such intensity that it sounds like the forces of nature combined with the beauty of strings.

And in Revelation 15:2-3 (NIV), we see another glimpse: “And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the Lamb.”

These are not vague visions. These are descriptions of actual worship happening in heaven. Harps given by God. Songs of victory. Worship as response to what God has done.

Here is what this means for you: When you worship, you are not performing a religious duty. You are joining something already in progress. The worship of heaven has been going on for longer than you can imagine, and it will continue for all eternity. When you lift your voice, when you raise your hands, when you sing with your whole heart, you are connecting to that eternal stream.

This is what we were made for. This is what we will do forever. Worship is not a temporary activity we do until we get to the “real” part of life. Worship is the real part. It is what creation exists for. It is what you exist for.


Creation’s Praise


The worship of heaven is stunning enough. But Scripture reveals something even more extraordinary. It is not only angels who praise God. All of creation praises Him.

Psalm 19:1-4 (NIV) declares, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”

The heavens themselves are speaking. The skies are proclaiming. Without words, without language, the creation is declaring the glory of its Creator. Every sunrise is a sermon. Every star is a song. Every sunset is a hymn.

But Scripture goes further. Much further.

The stars praise Him. Psalm 148:3 (NIV) commands, “Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.”

The valleys sing. Isaiah 44:23 (NIV) calls out, “Sing for joy, you heavens, for the LORD has done this; shout aloud, you earth beneath. Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees.”

The mountains sing. Isaiah 55:12 (NIV) declares, “The mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”

The trees of the forest sing for joy. 1 Chronicles 16:33 (NIV) says, “Let the trees of the forest sing, let them sing for joy before the LORD.”

The sea roars praise. Psalm 98:7 (NIV) invites, “Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”

Even the birds have their part. Psalm 104:12 (NIV) observes, “The birds of the sky nest by the waters; they sing among the branches.”

Creation has never stopped singing. Built into the heart of creation is the capacity for praise. Scientists have recorded sounds coming from distant galaxies, vibrations and frequencies that pulse through the cosmos. What they are detecting may well be creation’s worship, the ongoing song of all that exists responding to its Creator.

And then Jesus made a statement that should stop us in our tracks. When the religious leaders tried to silence the crowd praising Him, Jesus responded in Luke 19:40 (NIV), “I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

The stones. The rocks. The ground beneath your feet has the capacity to praise God. If humanity refused to worship, creation would take over.

Think about the weight of this. Rocks were made to praise. Stars were made to praise. Trees and mountains and oceans were made to praise. And you, made in the image of God Himself, you were made to praise even more.

If all of creation praises God, how much more should we, who are the pinnacle of all His creation, made in His own image and likeness? If stars and stones and trees were designed with worship built into their very existence, what does that say about us?

We were made for this. Worship is not an activity we add to life. It is the purpose for which life was given.


What We Are Fighting to Restore


This is the picture Scripture paints. Music before creation. Worship happening eternally in heaven. All of creation joining the song. Everything Godward. Everything throneward. Pure, unbroken, uncorrupted praise.

But something went wrong.

I will not tell you the full story here. That comes later in this book. But you need to know that what was meant to be Godward got redirected. What was designed for God’s glory got hijacked for other purposes. The music that was created to ascend to heaven began to flow in other directions.

This book is not about rules. It is not about making you feel guilty for what you listen to. It is about helping you see what you cannot unsee. It is about recovering the original design. It is about understanding what music was for, so you can recognize when it has been twisted into something else.

We are not creating something new. We are restoring something ancient.

The stakes could not be higher. Worship was the first thing, existing before creation itself. Worship will be the last thing, continuing for all eternity around the throne. What happens in between, what we do with music in this brief window called life, matters eternally.

Every song you sing carries weight. Every lyric you absorb shapes you. Every melody that enters your ears does something to your soul. This is not neutral territory. Music never was neutral. It was created with purpose, and that purpose has never changed, even when we forgot it.


Vision for What Is Ahead


So where do we go from here?

Through the pages of this book, you will come to understand worship’s true purpose. You will see its heavenly origin, its intended direction, its eternal significance. What was fuzzy will become clear. What was assumed will be examined. What was hidden will be exposed.

You will also come to recognise corruption you could not see before. Once you understand what worship was meant to be, you will start noticing when it has been twisted. You will hear lyrics differently. You will feel atmospheres differently. You will understand why some music draws you toward God while other music pulls you away.

And you will become a true worshiper. Not just a music consumer. Not just someone who sings along on Sunday. A worshiper, someone who joins the eternal song, who understands what they are doing and why they are doing it.

We are living in the final chapter of history. The last great revival is coming, and worship will be at the centre of it. The restoration of true, pure, Spirit-filled worship will usher in what God has been building toward since the morning stars first sang.

You have a role to play. This book will help you find it.

Before the beginning, there was worship. Let us find our way back.



The morning stars sang before the first sunrise. Angels worshiped before the first human breath. But among those celestial worshipers, one stood out above all others. His story changes everything.
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The Worship Leader of Heaven
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Scripture describes a being of extraordinary beauty. Every precious stone covered him. He was called “the seal of perfection.” He was full of wisdom and perfect in appearance. He walked on the holy mountain of God. He was present in Eden.

And Scripture associates this being with musical instruments.

This is not legend. This is not speculation. This is what the Bible reveals about a celestial being whose story explains why music matters so much in the spiritual realm. His identity has been debated for centuries. His current activity shapes the spiritual atmosphere of our world. And his obsession, his relentless, consuming obsession, explains why worship is the most contested territory in all creation.

If you want to understand why the enemy targets music, you must first understand who he was before he fell.


The Ezekiel 28 Portrait


The prophet Ezekiel was commanded to speak against the king of Tyre, a wealthy and arrogant ruler. But as Ezekiel prophesied, his words began to describe someone far beyond any human king. The language rises to heights that no mortal biography could explain.

Ezekiel 28:12-13 (NKJV) records, “Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were created.’“

Let me be honest with you. Some scholars argue this passage refers only to the human king. They point out that this is a prophetic taunt aimed at a political figure. And they are partly right. But the language goes beyond what any human king could claim.

Was any human king present in Eden? Was any human covered with every precious stone? Was any human called “the seal of perfection”? Was any human created with workmanship prepared on the day of his creation?

The language rises beyond normal human biography. This is why for centuries, readers have understood these verses as describing a dual reality. Yes, there is a human king being addressed. But behind that king, or through that king’s story, Scripture is revealing something about a far greater being.

Consider what the passage says:

“The seal of perfection.” This was not a flawed being. This was not a second-tier angel. This was the standard of created perfection, the template of what a created being could be.

“Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.” Complete wisdom. Perfect beauty. Nothing lacking. Nothing flawed.

“In Eden, the garden of God.” Present in the garden. Not as a serpent, not yet. But in some original, uncorrupted form, connected to the most sacred space on earth.

“Every precious stone was your covering.” Nine stones are listed, matching the stones on the high priest’s breastplate. This being was adorned with glory, covered in splendour.

Now we come to the phrase that some debate. The King James and New King James versions read, “The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were created.”

Some translations render this differently. Some scholars suggest these Hebrew words refer to jewel settings rather than musical instruments. And we must be honest about that debate. I am not going to build my entire argument on one disputed phrase.

Here is what I will say: Whether this specific phrase refers to instruments or not, the overall portrait of this being is unmistakable. Created with extraordinary splendour. Perfect in wisdom and beauty. Connected to the presence of God. And, as we will see in Isaiah, associated with sound.

Ezekiel 28:14 (NKJV) continues, “You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.”

Anointed. Cherub. Covering. On God’s holy mountain. Walking among fiery stones. This is language that no human king, no matter how powerful, could rightfully claim. This is language that describes something from the heavenly realm.

And then came corruption. Ezekiel 28:15-17 (NKJV) reveals, “You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you... Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour.”

Perfect from the day of creation. Then corruption. Pride because of beauty. Wisdom corrupted by splendour. The being who had everything became the being who wanted more. And he was cast down.

Scripture presents this being as created with extraordinary splendour and later cast down. In the KJV and NKJV tradition, Ezekiel 28:13 includes musical language. While that specific phrase is debated in translation, the weight of the passage still supports that this fallen being had a significant association with sound and splendour before his fall.


The Isaiah 14 Confirmation


What Ezekiel introduces, Isaiah confirms with even more explicit language.

Isaiah 14:11-12 (NKJV) declares, “Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your stringed instruments; the maggot is spread under you, and worms cover you. How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!”

Notice what is not debated here. This passage explicitly names “the sound of your stringed instruments.” There is no translation dispute. The being described here is associated with stringed instruments. Their sound. His music.

And this being is named. Lucifer. Son of the morning. Light bearer. Morning star.

His pomp is brought down. His stringed instruments are silenced. The one who shone above all others is now fallen, cut down, cast out.

The weight of both passages together, Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14, builds a picture we cannot ignore. A being of extraordinary created splendour. A being associated with sound and music. A being who was corrupted through pride. A being who was cast down from heaven.

I am not going to claim what Scripture does not say. The Bible does not contain the exact sentence, “Lucifer was the worship leader of heaven.” That job title is not written in Scripture.

Here is what Scripture does support: Satan had a major pre-fall association with sound and splendour. Before his fall, he was connected to music in some significant way. And his fall did not erase his understanding of music’s power. It only redirected his intentions.

This matters. Because what we see in these passages explains what we see in the world around us.


Satan’s Obsession Revealed


If you want to understand why the enemy targets music so relentlessly, you must understand his deepest obsession. It is not instruments. It is not sound waves. It is not melodies or beats or lyrics.

His obsession is worship itself.

The clearest window into Satan’s heart comes from the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness. After forty days of fasting, Jesus was vulnerable. And the enemy came with his offers.

Matthew 4:8-10 (NIV) records the climax of that encounter: “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘All this I will give you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan! For it is written: “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”‘“

Read that carefully. Satan showed Jesus every kingdom and all their splendour. That was the bribe. That was the payment he was offering. But the price, the thing he wanted in exchange, was worship.

“If you will bow down and worship me.”

This is what Satan wanted from the Son of God. Not service. Not acknowledgment. Not cooperation. Worship. Devotion. The bending of the knee. The lifting of the heart toward him instead of toward the Father.

Luke 4:5-8 records the same encounter, confirming the demand. Worship. That is what the enemy wants. That is what he has always wanted. That is what drove him to rebel in the first place.

Think about what this reveals. Of all the things Satan could have asked for, he asked for worship. He did not request that Jesus join his army. He did not demand political alliance. He did not ask for power sharing. He asked for worship.

Why? Because worship is what he craves. Worship is what he lost. Worship is what he was created for, and now that he is corrupted, he still wants it. Not to give it to God. To receive it for himself.

This obsession does not end with the temptation in the wilderness. The book of Revelation shows us where it leads.

Revelation 13:4 (NIV) describes the end-time system: “People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast.”

Revelation 13:8 (NIV) adds, “All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast.”

Revelation 13:12 (NIV) continues, “It made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast.”

Revelation 13:15 (NIV) reveals the enforcement: “It ordered them to set up an image in honour of the beast... and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.”

Do you see the pattern? Worship. Worship. Worship. The entire end-time system is designed around one goal: getting humanity to worship something other than God. The dragon wants worship. The beast wants worship. The whole system is built to produce worship.

This is not about instruments. It is about devotion. It is about where hearts are directed. It is about who receives the glory.

Satan does not mainly want instruments. He wants devotion, agreement, glory, and worship. Music is his delivery system for all of that. Songs are one of the most effective ways to capture hearts, direct emotions, and shape beliefs. And no one understands this better than the being who was once connected to heaven’s worship.


Why This Changes Everything


Now the pieces fit together.

In Chapter 1, we saw that music existed before creation. The morning stars were singing before the first sunrise. Worship is not a human invention. It is a heavenly reality that predates humanity.

Now we see who was at the centre of that heavenly worship. A being of extraordinary splendour. A being whose connection to music and sound made him uniquely suited for leading worship. A being whose very creation seemed designed for this purpose.

And we see his obsession. Worship. Not instruments as objects, but worship as devotion. Not music as sound, but music as a tool for steering hearts.

This is why music is spiritually contested territory.

The being who understood worship better than any other created being, the being who was associated with heaven’s music, the being who craved worship so desperately that he tried to get it from the Son of God Himself, that being now roams the earth. He did not lose his understanding of music’s power when he fell. He redirected it.

What was meant to be Godward, he wants to make self-ward. What was designed to bring glory to the Creator, he wants to twist toward the creature. What was created to draw hearts toward heaven, he wants to use to capture hearts for himself.

Every song exists in contested space. Every lyric is an opportunity for either truth or deception. Every melody can carry the atmosphere of heaven or something far darker. Nothing about music is neutral because nothing about worship is neutral.

This is why worship music cannot be treated casually. When you sing, you are participating in something that the enemy desperately wants to corrupt. When you listen, you are opening your heart to influences that may or may not be from God. When you choose what music fills your home, your car, your earbuds, you are making spiritual decisions, not just taste decisions.

The stakes are eternal, not merely cultural. This is not about musical preference. This is about spiritual warfare.


The Contested Throne


Here, then, is what the Bible reveals.

A heavenly being of stunning beauty, connected to sound and melody, fell through pride and was expelled from God’s presence. But he did not lose his obsession. He still wants what he wanted in heaven: worship. Devotion. Glory.

And he has not forgotten the power of music. He saw it in heaven. He was part of it. He understands how music moves hearts, shapes beliefs, creates atmospheres, and directs worship.

Now he works to corrupt what he once led. Every song that exalts self instead of God, every lyric that contradicts Scripture, every melody that creates darkness instead of light, every anthem that captures hearts for anything other than the Creator, these serve his purposes.

Here is what he does not want you to know: You were made to worship. Not him. The One who made you. The One who sent His Son to redeem you. The One who is worthy of every song, every lyric, every melody, every moment of devotion your heart can offer.

The throne of your heart is contested territory. Satan wants your worship. God deserves your worship. What you sing, what you listen to, what you allow to shape your heart, these are not small decisions.

If Satan cared enough to tempt Jesus with worship, he cares about yours. If his deepest obsession is directing worship toward himself, then your worship matters in the battle between heaven and rebellion. Every time you lift your voice to the true God, every time you direct your heart toward heaven








pkv_images/chapter_title_above.png





pkv_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





cover.jpeg
WHAT ARE YOU

The Hidden Battle for Worship

Exposing the Deception Before Christ Returns

Prophet Petrus Vermaak







pkv_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png






pkv_images/chapter_title_below.png






