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      To every weary sheep who has wandered farther than intended, fallen lower than expected, or felt more forgotten than words could ever explain.

      May this book remind you that the Shepherd has not lost sight of you. He knows your name, your wounds, your fears, your failures, your tears, and the hidden places where your soul has grown tired. He does not lead His own with cruelty, but with compassion. He does not restore by shame, but by grace. He does not abandon the broken, but carries them near His heart.

      This book is dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ, the good Shepherd, the gentle Shepherd, the seeking Shepherd, and the saving Shepherd, whose care is greater than our confusion and whose mercy reaches deeper than our mess.

      May every page point the heart toward His rest, His rescue, and His restoration. May the wounded find comfort, the wandering find direction, the fearful find peace, and the fallen find hope again in the care of Christ.

      For the Shepherd who knows my name is worthy of my trust, my worship, my surrender, and my song.

    

  


  
    
      “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.” John 10:14

      
        
        He knows the sheep others overlook. He seeks the sheep others abandon. He restores the sheep that cannot restore themselves. The Shepherd who knows my name also knows my need, my weakness, my wandering, and the way to bring me home.
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      There is something deeply comforting about knowing that the Lord Jesus Christ does not merely see crowds; He knows names. He does not look upon His people as a nameless flock scattered across the hills of life. He knows every sheep personally, tenderly, and perfectly. He knows where we are, how we got there, what wounded us, what frightened us, what tempted us, and what it will take to bring us safely home.

      The Shepherd Who Knows My Name: Finding Rest, Rescue, and Restoration in the Care of Jesus Christ is a book for the weary heart, the wounded believer, the wandering soul, and the child of God who needs to be reminded again that Christ’s care is not distant, cold, or careless. His shepherding is personal. His voice is gentle. His mercy is patient. His pursuit is faithful.

      Many people know what it feels like to be tired in the soul. They know the weight of private battles, quiet failures, hidden fears, and spiritual exhaustion. Some have wandered and wondered whether the Shepherd still cares. Some have fallen and questioned whether restoration is still possible. Some have been hurt so deeply that rest feels like a memory from another life.

      But the good Shepherd does not abandon His sheep.

      The beauty of Christ’s shepherd heart is that He does not merely call from a distance; He comes near. He does not merely command the fallen to stand; He restores. He does not merely notice the bruised; He tends. He does not merely speak of love; He proves it by His sacrifice, His care, His patience, and His redeeming grace.

      This book invites the reader to behold Jesus Christ as the Shepherd who knows, seeks, feeds, leads, guards, restores, and keeps His own. It points the heart away from self-reliance and back to the Saviour whose care is stronger than our weakness. It reminds us that rest is not found in perfect circumstances, rescue is not found in our own strength, and restoration is not found in our ability to repair ourselves. All of these are found in Christ.

      As you read these pages, may your heart hear again the voice of the Shepherd. May your fears be quieted by His nearness. May your wounds be touched by His compassion. May your wandering heart be drawn back by His mercy. May your soul find rest beneath His faithful care.

      The Shepherd who knows your name is not finished with you.

      He still leads beside still waters.

      He still restores the soul.

      He still seeks the wandering.

      He still carries the weak.

      He still feeds His sheep.

      He still brings His flock safely home.

      May this book strengthen your faith, deepen your worship, and help you see the Lord Jesus Christ not only as the Saviour who redeemed you, but as the Shepherd who lovingly cares for you every step of the way.
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      There is something deeply comforting about being known by the Shepherd. Not merely noticed in a crowd, counted among many, or seen from a distance, but known personally, tenderly, and completely. The sheep may forget the way, wander from the fold, tremble in the valley, or lie wounded beside the path, but the Shepherd never forgets His own. He knows their fears, their failures, their burdens, their bruises, and their names.

      The Lord Jesus Christ is not a careless hireling who runs when danger comes. He is the good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep. His care is not cold duty; it is redeeming love. His voice is not the sound of condemnation to the brokenhearted soul, but the gracious call of One who comes near, leads gently, restores fully, and holds securely. When the world becomes loud, confusing, and cruel, His voice still calls above the noise. When the heart feels lost, weary, or ashamed, His presence still brings rest.

      This book is written for the sheep who need to remember that they are not abandoned. It is for the wandering soul who needs rescue, the bruised believer who needs restoration, the tired servant who needs rest, and the fearful heart that needs to hear again, “I know thee.” The Shepherd does not simply point to green pastures; He leads there. He does not merely speak of still waters; He brings His own beside them. He does not leave the fallen behind; He restores the soul.

      May every chapter draw your heart nearer to Christ, the Shepherd who seeks, saves, strengthens, and satisfies. And may you hear, above every sorrow and struggle, the faithful voice of the Shepherd who knows your name.
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      This book was written for every heart that needs to be reminded that Jesus Christ is not a distant Saviour, but a near and faithful Shepherd.

      There are seasons when the soul grows tired. There are valleys that feel longer than expected, burdens that seem heavier than words can explain, and wounds that remain hidden beneath the surface while life continues on the outside. There are times when believers feel scattered, afraid, weak, overlooked, or spiritually worn down. In those moments, the heart does not merely need information. It needs the comfort of Christ.

      The Shepherd Who Knows My Name was written to point the reader back to the personal, tender, restoring care of the Lord Jesus Christ. He does not deal with His people as strangers. He knows His sheep. He knows their names. He knows their paths, their pain, their fears, their failures, and their needs. Nothing about His flock is forgotten, hidden, or insignificant to Him.

      The shepherding care of Christ is one of the most precious truths in all of Scripture. It tells the weary believer that rest is possible. It tells the wandering soul that rescue is available. It tells the broken heart that restoration is not beyond the reach of grace. The Shepherd does not abandon the sheep because they are weak. He comes for them because they are His.

      This book is not written for perfect people. It is written for sheep who need a Shepherd. It is written for those who have known fear in the valley, failure along the path, weariness in the journey, and longing for peace in the soul. It is written for the child of God who needs to hear again that the Lord Jesus Christ still leads, still feeds, still restores, still protects, and still brings His own safely home.

      The world is full of voices that scatter the heart. Some voices condemn. Some confuse. Some tempt. Some wound. But the voice of the Shepherd is different. His voice brings truth without cruelty, correction without rejection, and comfort without compromise. He calls His sheep not to shame them, but to lead them. He restores not because they deserve it, but because He is gracious.

      As you read these pages, may your heart be drawn away from fear and back to faith. May you remember that you are not unknown to Christ. May you find rest in His presence, rescue in His mercy, and restoration in His care. May the Lord use this book to quiet anxious thoughts, strengthen weary faith, and lift your eyes again to the Shepherd who never loses sight of His own.

      The Shepherd who knows your name knows where you are.

      He knows how far you have wandered.

      He knows how deeply you have hurt.

      He knows how tired your soul has become.

      He knows how to lead you home.

      May every chapter turn your heart toward Jesus Christ, the good Shepherd, the great Shepherd, and the chief Shepherd. May His care become more precious to you. May His voice become clearer. May His nearness become sweeter. May His grace become your confidence.

      For the Shepherd who knows my name is able to give rest, bring rescue, and complete restoration.
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            THE SHEPHERD WHO KNOWS EVERY SHEEP BY NAME

          

        

      

    

    
      There is a holy tenderness in the words of John 10 that reaches deeper than the mind and lays hold upon the heart. The Lord Jesus does not present Himself as a distant ruler counting nameless subjects, but as the Shepherd who knows His own sheep. In this chapter, the fold is not merely a place of safety, but a place of relationship, recognition, and belonging. The sheep are not left to wander in confusion, guessing whether they matter to the Shepherd who stands before the door. He enters in the right way, speaks with authority, and calls with a voice that belongs to Him alone. The wonder is not only that He calls, but that “he calleth his own sheep by name.” To be known by the Shepherd is to discover that grace has made the soul personal to Christ.

      The Lord begins this chapter with a solemn contrast between the true Shepherd and the thief who climbs up some other way. The thief comes without right, without love, and without concern for the sheep he seeks to use. His entrance is marked by selfish intent, but the Shepherd comes by the door, with rightful claim and faithful care. There is no deceit in His approach, no violence in His voice, and no hidden cruelty in His purpose. The porter opens to Him because He belongs there, and the sheep hear His voice because they belong to Him. The very sound of His voice becomes the difference between danger and deliverance. In a world of many voices, John 10 teaches the soul to listen for the voice of the Shepherd.

      “He calleth his own sheep by name” is not a cold statement of ownership, but a warm revelation of intimate care. The Shepherd does not merely know the number of the flock; He knows the name of the sheep. He knows the trembling sheep, the weary sheep, the slow sheep, the wounded sheep, and the sheep that cannot explain its own sorrow. He knows the one that lags behind, the one frightened by shadows, and the one that has been bruised by the hard places of the path. His knowledge is not vague, impatient, or distant, but personal enough to call and powerful enough to lead. The sheep may not understand every movement of the Shepherd, but the Shepherd understands every need of the sheep. Rest begins when the heart realizes that Christ does not shepherd strangers, but His own.

      There is great comfort in the fact that the Shepherd leads His sheep out after He calls them by name. He does not call them merely to leave them standing helpless at the gate. He does not awaken their hearts only to abandon them in uncertainty. He calls, and then He leads, making His voice both invitation and direction. The sheep are not asked to design the path, guard the field, defeat the wolf, or provide the pasture. Their safety is found in hearing Him, following Him, and trusting Him when He goes before them. The Shepherd who knows the name also knows the way.

      John 10 shows that the Shepherd does not drive His sheep from behind like a harsh master pressing them with fear. He goes before them, and the sheep follow Him because they know His voice. That one truth carries unspeakable peace for the soul that feels overwhelmed by life’s rough places. Christ never asks His own to enter a path where He has not already gone before them. He does not stand at a distance pointing toward obedience while leaving His sheep to tremble alone. He walks ahead, and every step of the sheep rests beneath the confidence of His presence. The path may still be strange, but the Shepherd is not strange to His own.

      The sheep in John 10 are not praised because they are strong, wise, swift, or fearless. Their distinguishing mark is that they hear the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him. This is humbling, because it strips the soul of every proud claim and brings it back to simple dependence. The sheep live because the Shepherd speaks, leads, protects, and provides. They are safe, not because they know every danger, but because they know His voice. They are kept, not because they never tremble, but because He never fails. The Christian life is not the triumph of the sheep’s ability, but the mercy of the Shepherd’s care.

      The voice of the stranger is also mentioned in this chapter, and that warning is full of needed grace. A stranger may sound persuasive, urgent, religious, confident, or appealing, yet he does not carry the voice of the Shepherd. The sheep are not commanded to entertain every voice that calls for their attention. They are not required to trust every sound that promises life, freedom, or satisfaction. They flee from the stranger because they know not the voice of strangers. This is not narrowness, but safety; not fearfulness, but discernment. The sheep who belong to Christ must treasure His voice above every other voice that seeks the heart.

      Then the Lord Jesus speaks one of the great declarations of this chapter: “I am the door of the sheep.” He is not merely near the entrance, pointing toward it, guarding it, or describing it. He is the door, the only rightful entrance into safety, life, and pasture. The sheep do not enter by their merit, wisdom, effort, or religious performance. They enter by Him, and the promise is plain: “by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” Salvation in John 10 is not pictured as the sheep climbing upward by strength, but entering through Christ by grace. The soul that has entered by the Door is not boasting in itself, but resting in Him.

      The thief comes with a terrible purpose, and the Lord does not soften the danger. “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” Sin always steals before it kills, and it destroys
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