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9 of Wands

Sam and Felicia turned to board their ship. Madeline, Eliot and Alice stood by in front of the house and waited.  No one in the elf trio was sure of anything at this point. Heath had escaped twice already and they feared he may do so again. Sam and Felicia got on board their ship. They got ready to take off.

Then it happened. Heath broke his bonds and shapeshifted into a wolf. Sam and Felicia shouted and fought back. The ship rocked. Madeline and Eliot ran towards Alice and held on to her.

The noise increased and the ship didn’t stop shaking for quite some time. The trio heard the wolf howled. They heard colorful metaphors from the human and the fairy. Then silence. The ship no longer shook. Madeline and Eliot continued to hold onto Alice.

Sam stepped off the ship and looked at the trio. “Now we understand why the police couldn’t hold him. We’re having trouble too. His biology isn’t what we expected. He’s responding to drugs differently. Partly because of his genes and partly because he does them regularly.”

Alice gasped. “So, he has quite a tolerance.”

Sam nodded. “Yes, he does. It’s unfortunate. We have called for backup from Guardian werewolves. We awaiting advice from them. One might actually show up.”

Madeline sighed. “Another werewolf here?”

Sam said, “I know. We’re not happy about it either. We were the closest, so we came.”

Another small ship landed nearby and a human appearing man came out. He greeted everyone.

Sam said, “Come with me, Zane, and I’ll show you the werewolf that has been causing a lot of trouble.”

They boarded the ship and it was silent once again for the elf trio of Madeline, Eliot and Alice. Moments later, Sam and Felicia left their ship. Zane followed close behind dragging Heath. The trio blinked at the sight.

Zane stopped before the elf trio. “I’ll be taking him and learning what his problem is. This isn’t the first rogue werewolf I’ve dealt with.”

Eliot asked, “Are you a werewolf?”

Zane smiled and nodded. “Yes, so I do have a good idea of how to deal with him. I also have all the information done on his psychological and psychiatrical profile. Along with information on his incarcerations.”

Madeline sighed. “So, you can keep him away from my niece?”

Zane nodded. “Yes, I can do that. I think Heath hasn’t had a good role model in his life when it comes to being a were and a man. I can be both to him.”

Sam said, “Zane, I thought you were still quite young.”

Zane laughed. “Only in years for this physical body, but my soul is quite old.” He took Heath to his ship.

Moments later Zane took off. He was good to his word about keeping Heath away and teaching him better habits.

Sam and Felicia said their goodbyes and soon took off. By then it was dark. Madeline let go of Alice and went inside to cook in the kitchen. Eliot still held on to Alice. Eventually, they stepped inside the greenhouse to clean up the mess. Then they went to the kitchen.

He set the table and she grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate in silence. When they were done, Madeline left for her room. Eliot cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

He walked over to Alice who was still sitting at the table. “Hey, perhaps we should just go to bed. It’s late.”

She blinked and stood up. “Okay. I think that’s a good idea.”

He helped her climb up the stairs and hugged her at her bedroom door. He kissed her on her forehead and went to his room. She stepped inside and closed the door. She wasted no time taking a shower and going to bed.

The next morning, Alice was standing in the tarot room by herself. She had at least slept the night before after all the excitement. She picked up the special deck and shuffled it. She set it down and drew the top card. She heard her aunt leading a client towards the room.

Alice turned and left the room. She walked upstairs just as Madeline and the client were entering the tarot reading room. Alice walked into her room and sat down at her desk. She set the 9 of Wands down and quickly looked for the corresponding cards from her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She wasted no time taking notes.

She didn’t know how long she was writing down notes. She blinked when she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice set her pen down and stood up. She left her room to walk downstairs and into the kitchen. She stood and waited for her aunt to notice her.

Eliot stepped in the kitchen moments later. He set the table and then squeezed Alice’s hand. She squeezed his hand back.

Madeline didn’t turn around or turn her head. “Is there a card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Yes, the 9 of Wands.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is waiting for a fight or a mental standoff. It can be a deterrent to enemy attack and being prepared for any difficulties. It can be a pause in an ongoing battle or order and discipline. It can also be delay, postponement, waiting, declarations, illness or keeping and maintaining boundaries and even persistence.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is calamity or ill health. It can be caught by surprised or a wall of adversity. It can also mean unhappiness.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate in silence. When they were done, Madeline left to deal with more clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed the dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

They left for the greenhouse. He pulled up orders and they got to work. Today, it seemed to go quickly. They felt they had blinked and all the items were in their respective boxes without them having to do much of anything to make it happen. He sealed the boxes and gave them to the delivery person.

Eliot checked their stock and the smaller orders to see what they needed. He made a note of which plants he needed to prepare. He grabbed his tools and looked for the plants. Alice kept crafting for the smaller orders. She kept looking all around her while he was away.

The only people to come and go were Madeline and clients who wanted their smaller orders. Alice dealt with them all as best as she could. Eliot came back and used a mortar and pestle to process the plants. He labeled each item and set them on the shelf where she would find them.

By then, people had stopped coming and Madeline was napping. Alice and Eliot cleaned the greenhouse. She sighed.

He looked at her. “Are you alright? Did you sleep well last night?”

She sighed again. “I did sleep last night. I don’t know how well. I was just a little nervous without you here when you went searching for the plants.”

He approached her and put his arms around her. She wrapped her arms around him.

“Well, I’m here now. Any messages from the Guardians?”

“No. I hope that means Zane still has Heath.”

“I’m sure he does. He had a good handle on him when they were leaving together.”

She blinked. “Yeah, I saw that too. I would think another werewolf would be able to handle Heath better than the police can.”

He kissed her forehead and just held her for awhile. “I do hope that’s the last of Heath.”

She sighed. “I don’t think it will be, but it won’t be soon. I think Zane will get through to him, but Heath may still try to come back. He’s in contact with my mother.”

He sighed. “Crap. That’s right. Well, we have time to be prepared for his next attack.”

“Yes, we do. We need to keep the boundaries up and in place. We can’t let them down for Heath or my mother.”

“Good point.”

They left the greenhouse hand in hand. They walked to the kitchen. He set the table and she grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together.

Madeline asked, “Are you two alright?”

Alice shrugged. Eliot sighed.

Madeline sighed. “That bad? I thought you were dealing with the orders just fine.”

Alice said, “It’s not the orders. We’re still processing what happened yesterday.”

Madeline nodded. “I am too. I’m glad a werewolf has Heath now. Perhaps the young one will learn something.”

Eliot said, “That would be great. Alice thinks Heath will still come back. So, we’re planning for that possibly.”

Madeline said, “Good idea. I know he needs strong boundaries as does my sister.”

Alice said, “They have worked together.”

Eliot growled softly. Madeline and Alice frowned.

Madeline said, “Well, we will be prepared for the two of them. It has gone too far already. I don’t just don’t understand why they can’t let go of you. Clearly, you won’t be what they want you to be.”

Alice nodded. “I know. It’s just sick and twisted on their part. Neither one knows or understands what love is.”

Madeline and Eliot agreed with Alice.
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