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Europe has many wonderful old traditions, and one of them is the Christmas market. 

The December market in Vienna is recorded since 1298, but Innsbruck was actually founded as a market in a field already in 1133 and it could be argued that the December market here would be even older.

The wonderful Tyrolian atmosphere makes this a must for anyone enjoying the Christmas markets.
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Dec 2018  Christmas market, market square, Innsbruck ©Berna 2018
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Innsbruck
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Innsbruck is the capital of Austria’s western state of Tyrol. It is a city in the Alps that's long been a destination for winter sports. It hosted the Olympics several times – 1964 and again in 1976.

It is the fifth largest town in Austria with 133.000 inhabitants. It is a youthful town with a university.

Innsbruck is also known for its Imperial and modern architecture. 
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Dec 2018 Herzog-Siegmund-Ufer, Innsbruck ©Berna 2018

The Nordkette funicular, with futuristic stations designed by architect Zaha Hadid, climbs up to 2,256m from the city center for skiing in winter and hiking or mountaineering in warmer months.

You see skiers fully equipped in the streets.
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Dec 2018  Inn from Innbrucke, Innsbruck. The Nordkette mountains with the ski resorts up behind.

The town of Innsbruck has its name because it was here there was a bridge – bruck – over the river Inn. Inn springs near St Moritz and confluence with the Danube at Passau on the border to Bavaria in Southern Germany.

The bridge Innsbrucke is just past the market square with the main Christmas market.

Innsbruck was an important trading post on the Brenner pass route to Italy, some 30 km to the South, the easiest crossing of the Alps. It was part of the via Imperi under special protection of the king and the revenues led the city to flourish.

Innsbruck has been populated since the early Stone Age, which lasted 3.4 million years and ended with the metal ages. Copper smelting started in nearby Serbia 7.000 BC.

In 1180 Innsbruck was acquired by the Counts of Andechs, German princes with possessions in Istria and on the Dalmatian seacoast. In 1248 it passed to the Counts of Tyrol, which is an estate in the Habsburg lands.

Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor Maximillian I  - 22 March 1459 – 12 January 1519, resided here. He was Holy Roman Emperor from 1508 to his death.

This is the European period of Renaissance, from French – rebirth – following the Middle Ages. 
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Dec 2018  Goldener Dachl , Herzog-Friedrich-Strasse 15, Innsbruck  ©Berna 2018

Maximillian I constructed the Goldenes Dachl  - the Golden Roof – which is a landmark located in the Old Town of Innsbruck. 

It is considered the city's most famous symbol. 

It is a roofed balcony, and the roof was decorated with 2,657 fire-gilded copper tiles.

It was completed in 1500 for Emperor Maximilian I to mark his wedding to Bianca Maria Sforza, 5 April 1472 – 31 December 1510, his second wife. She was the eldest legitimate daughter of the Duke of Milan.

The Emperor and his wife used the balcony to observe festivals, tournaments, and other events that took place in the square below.

The saying goes he had the roof gilded to show his creditors that he had a lot of security and would be able to repay his loans.

It certainly was a flashy way to store his gold and it was difficult to get up there and steal it.

The most powerful banking families in this period came from Florence, Italy.

They includied the Acciaiuoli, Mozzi, Bardi and Peruzzi families, which established branches in many other parts of Europe. They were also merchants and involved in the cross Alpine trade past Innsbruck.

Probably the most famous Italian bank was the Medici bank, set up by Giovanni di Bicci de' Medici in 1397 and continuing until 1494

Actually, the oldest bank still operating is the Banca Monte dei Paschi di Siena in Siena, Italy. It was established in 1472, 20 years before Columbus sailed to America.
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Dec 2018  Goldener Dach, Innsbruck  detail ©Berna 2018

Maximillian I was not as usual crowned by the Pope in Rome, but instead in Trent on the other side of Brenner pass, part of Habsburg lands, because the journey to Rome was too risky.

He expanded the influence of the Habsburgs, who by the way came from Switzerland, where there is still a castle – burg – by that name.

Maximillian I gained Burgundy and the Netherlands though marriage. He married his son Philippe the Handsome to Joanna of Castille in 1498 and established the Habsburgs on the Spanish throne. His son wanted to be king of Castille and was killed by his father in law, Ferdinand II of Aragon, to avert a civil war.

However, Maximillian I lost the Austrian territories of what is today Switzerland, to the Swiss Confederacy in the Battle of Dornach 22 July 1499 and by a peace treaty signed in Basel 22 September 1499 the Swiss Confederacy obtained independence from the Holy Roman Empire.

Maximillian I lived in Innsbruck which was the capital. Ferdinand I moved to Vienna in 1556, but before Prague had been capital of the Holy Roman Empire since the Luxembourg emperors, see the book 
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