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Preface: A Personal Journey to This Crisis
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The conflict between Israel and Gaza has become one of the defining moral and humanitarian challenges of our time. Every day, headlines recount stories of loss, displacement, and unimaginable suffering—stories that echo across borders, faiths, and political divides. As someone who stands outside the Christian tradition, I have watched these events unfold with a sense of both heartbreak and deep curiosity. What does it truly mean to respond to such suffering—not simply as a distant observer, but as someone who seeks to understand the ethical and spiritual imperatives at the core of Christianity?

This book is the fruit of a personal journey. It began with questions: How do the teachings of Jesus speak to the realities of conflict and pain today? Can ancient calls to love, mercy, and justice guide us through the complexities of modern geopolitics? My search led me into Scripture, into conversations with believers, and into the testimonies of those living in the shadow of war. I encountered a faith that is not merely a matter of doctrine or ritual, but a living call to action—a call that pierces through division and invites us to see every person as a neighbor, every moment as an opportunity for compassion.

I write not to reinterpret Christian doctrine or to offer easy answers. Rather, my hope is to invite reflection, honest wrestling, and practical engagement with the teachings of Jesus. This book aims to serve as a bridge—connecting theological conviction with lived compassion, and offering practical steps for mercy, even when the way forward is fraught with difficulty and disagreement.

May these reflections inspire you to look beyond the headlines, to listen to the cries of those in pain, and to embody a compassion that reflects the heart of Jesus—one that refuses to turn away, even when the path is costly. In a world marked by division and despair, may we find the courage to walk together toward mercy, justice, and reconciliation.

Dr. Mohammad M. Mandurah

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

September 2025

​​​​
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The teachings of Jesus of Nazareth stand as a radical challenge to the divisions and injustices of every age. His call to love one’s neighbor, to care for the suffering, and to seek justice for the oppressed resonates with particular urgency in the context of the Israel-Gaza crisis—a crisis marked by starvation, displacement, and loss on a scale that demands both moral clarity and compassionate action.

This book begins with a simple but pressing question: What does it mean to follow Jesus in a time of conflict? How do His words and example guide us through the complexities of modern geopolitics, deep-seated theological convictions, and the daily realities of human suffering? Drawing on Scripture, current reports, and the voices of Christian leaders, each chapter seeks to illuminate a path that honors both the depth of faith and the demands of mercy.

Overview of the contents of the book:

Chapter 1: Loving Your Neighbor – Who Is My Neighbor Today? 

We explore Jesus’s foundational command to love our neighbor, reexamining who qualifies as a neighbor in the midst of conflict. Through the parable of the Good Samaritan and other teachings, we challenge the boundaries that often limit compassion, asking what it means to see Palestinians in Gaza as neighbors deserving mercy.

Chapter 2: “I Was Hungry” – Jesus’s Call to Action

This chapter delves into the direct, urgent commands of Jesus to feed the hungry and care for the oppressed. We reflect on Matthew 25 and consider how tangible acts of mercy—feeding, healing, welcoming—are not optional but central to authentic discipleship.

Chapter 3: The Reality in Gaza – Seeing the Suffering

We confront the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, moving beyond statistics to the personal stories of those affected. Drawing on recent reports and survivor testimonies, we challenge readers to see the suffering with open eyes and hearts, refusing to turn away from discomfort.

Chapter 4: Israel in Prophecy – Seeking Jesus’s True Teachings Amidst Theological Divide

This chapter examines the theological frameworks—particularly Dispensationalism and mainstream Christian traditions—that shape attitudes toward Israel and Gaza. We analyze how these beliefs influence responses to suffering and ask whether theological support for Israel can coexist with urgent compassion for Palestinians.

Chapter 5: Betraying Compassion – US Support for Israel and the Neglect of Jesus’s Teachings

We assess the ethical and spiritual implications of US military, economic, and political support for Israel, especially as it relates to the crisis in Gaza. Drawing on statements from Christian leaders and humanitarian data, we consider how complicity in policies that perpetuate suffering stands in tension with the gospel’s call to justice and mercy.

Chapter 6: Prophecy and Presence – Living in the “Already and Not Yet”  

Here, we reflect on the balance between future hope and present responsibility. We explore how anticipation of Christ’s return should empower, not paralyze, immediate ethical action, and how living in the “already and not yet” of God’s kingdom calls us to urgent compassion.

Chapter 7: What Would Jesus Do in Gaza?  

This chapter offers an imaginative, soul-searching reflection on how Jesus might respond to Gaza’s suffering today. Through vivid scenarios and scriptural examples, we challenge readers to embody Christ’s compassion—feeding, healing, defending, and loving without limits.

Chapter 8: Steps of Mercy – How We Can Respond 

Moving from reflection to action, we outline practical steps for Christians: supporting humanitarian organizations, praying for peace, advocating for policy change, and educating communities. These actions are presented as ways to honor both theological convictions and the immediate needs of Gaza.

Chapter 9: Building Bridges – Dialogue Within Our Communities  

We emphasize the power of community in shaping beliefs and actions. This chapter offers tools for dialogue, Bible study guides, and inspiration from Christian leaders to help faith communities engage constructively with the Israel-Gaza crisis, fostering collective compassion.

Chapter 10: Conclusion – A Call to Be Salt and Light  

The book closes with an urgent plea to act as “salt and light” in the world, reflecting Jesus’s justice and mercy in response to Gaza’s suffering. We offer a blessing and encouragement to be peacemakers and justice-bearers, united in Christ’s mission.

The Appendices

Key Scriptures, voices of Christian leaders, and trusted humanitarian organizations are provided for further study and engagement.

Whether you approach this book with strong convictions, deep questions, or a desire for practical guidance, my hope is that you will find here an invitation: to see the suffering in Gaza not as a distant tragedy, but as a neighbor’s cry; to wrestle honestly with the tension between prophecy and presence; and to act with a compassion that mirrors the heart of Jesus.

Let us begin this journey together, seeking to embody a faith that is both courageous in hope and urgent in love—a faith that refuses to turn away from suffering, even when the path is difficult.
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Chapter 1: Loving Your Neighbor – Who Is My Neighbor Today?
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“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39)
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1.1 Introduction: A Call to Love in a Fractured World
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As someone who stands outside the Christian faith, I find myself continually drawn to the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, whose words seem to pierce through the noise of human division with a clear, transformative call to love. Through reading your Scriptures and engaging in conversations with believers, I’ve come to see that this call isn’t just a gentle encouragement—it appears to be the very foundation of what it means to follow Him. In a world so often torn apart by borders, conflicting beliefs, and deep-seated histories of strife, Jesus’s message feels like a radical invitation to look beyond our own circles and see others, even those we might consider distant or different, with profound compassion. Today, as we bear witness to the immense suffering in Gaza, where families endure starvation and loss on a scale described in 2025 reports as both deliberate and catastrophic, I find myself wrestling with a pressing question: What do Jesus’s teachings on love mean for us right now? Who, according to His words, is our neighbor when cries of hunger and despair echo from a place so entangled in political and theological tension?

This chapter seeks to explore the heart of Jesus’s teachings on love and neighborliness, reflecting on how they might speak to the crisis unfolding in Gaza. I write as an outsider, not to dictate or reinterpret your faith, but to marvel at the power of Jesus’s words and to invite you to consider their implications alongside me. My hope is that by grounding ourselves in His teachings, as recorded in your Scriptures, we can begin to see a path forward—one that honors the depth of His compassion in the face of modern-day suffering.
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1.2 The Greatest Commandment: Love Without Limits
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I’ve been struck by a passage in your Scriptures that seems to capture the essence of Jesus’s mission and message. In the Gospel of Matthew, specifically Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus is asked about the greatest commandment in the Law. His response, as I’ve read, is both simple and profound: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” As I reflect on these words, I’m moved by how Jesus links love for God directly to love for others, as if the two cannot be separated. There’s no fine print here, no list of exceptions or conditions about who qualifies as a neighbor. It’s a command that feels both beautifully straightforward and incredibly challenging—a call to love all people with the same care and concern we naturally reserve for ourselves.

For those of you who follow Jesus, this teaching, as I understand it, must be the lens through which you view the world. If loving God means loving others without limits, then this command shapes how we respond to every person, no matter their background or circumstances. It compels us to consider even those in far-off places like Gaza, where suffering is acute and well-documented in 2025 reports. If Jesus’s words are to be taken seriously—and I believe many of you would say they must be—then love cannot stop at the edges of familiarity or comfort. It must reach into places of pain, even when the context is as complex and charged as the Israel-Gaza conflict. This teaching sets the stage for a deeper question: Who, exactly, does Jesus mean when He speaks of a “neighbor”?
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1.3 The Parable of the Good Samaritan: Redefining Neighborliness
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To answer this question, I turned to another passage in your Scriptures that has left a deep impression on me. In Luke 10:25-37, a religious expert challenges Jesus, asking how to inherit eternal life. After affirming the command to love God and neighbor, the expert presses further: “And who is my neighbor?” Rather than offering a neat definition, Jesus tells a story—a parable about a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho who is attacked by robbers, beaten, and left half-dead by the roadside. Two religious figures, a priest and a Levite, see the man but pass by on the other side, perhaps constrained by ritual purity laws, fear, or indifference. Then comes a Samaritan, a member of a group historically despised by Jews, who stops, binds the man’s wounds, pours oil and wine on them, and takes him to an inn, paying for his care out of his own pocket. Jesus concludes by asking, “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert answers, “The one who had mercy on him.” And Jesus replies, “Go and do likewise.”

This story, as I’ve pondered it, feels revolutionary. The Samaritan wasn’t a friend, a fellow believer, or even someone from the same ethnic or religious community as the injured man. He was an outsider, likely viewed with suspicion or outright hostility. Yet Jesus holds him up as the true neighbor—not because of shared identity or proximity, but because of his act of mercy. Neighborliness, in Jesus’s teaching, isn’t defined by who someone is but by what they need and how we respond. It’s a radical redefinition, one that prioritizes compassion over every barrier—cultural, religious, or historical. The Samaritan’s actions seem to echo Jesus’s broader call to love without limits, showing that a neighbor is anyone whose suffering calls us to act.
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1.4 Drawing Parallels: Are Palestinians in Gaza Our Neighbors?
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As I reflect on this parable, I can’t help but draw a parallel to the present day. If a Samaritan could be a neighbor to an injured Jew in Jesus’s time, despite deep-seated enmity between their peoples, are the people of Gaza—suffering under the weight of starvation and conflict as reported in 2025​[1]—not our neighbors today? The reports coming out of Gaza paint a heartbreaking picture: children dying from malnutrition, families unable to access food or clean water, entire communities grappling with a crisis described as a deliberate policy of starvation by credible sources like Amnesty International​[2],​[3]. These are not abstract statistics but real human beings—mothers shielding their children, fathers searching for scraps to feed their families, young ones whose futures are stolen by hunger. Their suffering is as tangible as the pain of the man lying on the Jericho road.

In Jesus’s story, the Samaritan didn’t pause to debate whether the injured man deserved help, nor did he weigh the historical tensions between their peoples. He didn’t ask if helping aligned with political loyalties or consult others for permission. He saw a person in agony and acted with immediate, costly compassion. Could Jesus’s teaching be urging us to do the same for those in Gaza? If neighborliness is defined by need and mercy, as the parable suggests, then the cries from Gaza seem to place a claim on our hearts, regardless of where they live, what faith they hold, or what conflicts surround them. Their hunger and despair call for a response, just as the wounded man’s injuries did to the Samaritan.
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1.5 Jesus’s Pattern: Human Need Above All Divides
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What strikes me most about Jesus, as I’ve read more of your Scriptures, is that the parable of the Good Samaritan isn’t an isolated lesson. It’s part of a consistent pattern in His life and teachings—a relentless focus on human need over any cultural, religious, or political divide. I’ve been moved by the account in John 4:1-42, where Jesus speaks with a Samaritan woman at a well, breaking through social taboos of gender and ethnicity to offer her dignity and truth. I’ve read of Him healing a Roman centurion’s servant in Matthew 8:5-13, extending kindness to the household of an occupier, someone representing the very power oppressing His people. Again and again, Jesus reached across lines of division to affirm the worth of every person, whether they were outcasts, enemies, or strangers.

His love, as I see it, wasn’t confined by who someone was or where they came from; it was unleashed by their need. He seemed to see suffering itself as a summons to act, regardless of the barriers that might stand in the way. If this is the pattern of Jesus’s life—and I believe many of you would agree it is—then how can we, inspired by Him, draw limits around who qualifies for our compassion? How can we look at the crisis in Gaza, where the scale of suffering is so starkly documented as a humanitarian catastrophe, and not feel the pull of Jesus’s example to step forward as neighbors? His actions challenge us to ask not “Who deserves our help?” but “Who needs our help?”—and to answer with mercy.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1.6 Holding Conviction and Compassion Together
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I recognize that for many of you, supporting Israel is a deeply held conviction, rooted in your understanding of God’s promises and prophecies in Scripture, such as the covenant with Abraham in Genesis. I respect the sincerity of this belief, and I want to be clear: I’m not asking you to abandon what you hold dear about Israel’s role in God’s plan. Instead, I’m inviting you to consider whether Jesus’s teachings on love allow us—perhaps even require us—to hold that support alongside a commitment to care for all who suffer, including those in Gaza. The Samaritan in the parable didn’t cease to be who he was or reject his own identity to help the injured man; he simply saw a need and met it with kindness. Could there be a way for us to stand with Israel in faith while also extending mercy to Palestinians enduring such profound hardship?

Jesus’s call to love our neighbor, as I’ve come to understand it, doesn’t seem to force a choice between one group and another. Rather, it expands our hearts to embrace all, especially those in pain. I’ve read in your Scriptures another teaching of Jesus, in Matthew 5:43-44, where He says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” This, to me, feels like an even higher call—a
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