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This Bible Study Course is a Must-Read. Here’s Why
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[image: Unlock Bible Meaning with this unique Bible study course method. 7 Keys to Master Biblical Hebrew.]

Grasp this Bible Study course before anything else. Why? It explains the original language of God's plan for you in the first five minutes of the Bible story.

Do yourself a favor; start here if you’re planning to or are already studying the Bible. This Bible Study course teaches you more than Bible knowledge. It dispenses a study method you can apply to understand the original language, Biblical Hebrew.

It gives you a penetrating Bible study method. 7 Keys to Understanding Biblical Hebrew reveals the gap between translations and the original language. The space where interpretation rears its ugly head. It’s one of the principal reasons behind all the misconceptions and controversy surrounding the Bible.

You can reduce, if not avoid, misunderstandings by choosing a proper Bible study method. It’s not the only method, but it will plunge you into the original language, keep you afloat and teach you how to swim, even if you’re afraid of water.

7 Keys to unlock Bible meaning helps you span the interpretation gap and effortlessly zoom in on the Biblical Hebrew words' original intention. Your structured and methodical digging for Bible truths separates the gems from the dregs.

7 Keys focuses, for an enormous part, on Genesis. Why? Because it is the first book of the Bible. It’s the first five minutes of the film. It’s the foundation of the Bible story. Yes, I know what you’re thinking, “Christ is the Foundation.” I agree; you’re right. Since this is the case and Christ is the Foundation and Creator of all things, then we should see Him in these first Genesis chapters of the Bible. We should, but we don’t. Translations, commentators, theologians, and preachers do not see Christ in Genesis. Many see Old Testament fables. 7 Keys will help you put Christ at the heart and core of Genesis. The original language shows Christ’s powerful presence.

7 Keys gives you access to this depth of meaning and comprehension of the opening chapters of God’s Word. You will discover that Adam, associated with the first man, means much more than just a name and how its mistranslation leads to misunderstanding. You’ll learn the relationship between LORD God, one concept (if we can respectfully call it that), and why Genesis 1 focuses on God (Elohim) and Genesis 2 on LORD God (Yahveh Elohim). There are not two authors, two timeframes, or two conflicting narratives. LORD God and Genesis 1 and 2 are one flowing, fine-tuned foundation that Unlock Bible Meaning with 7 Keys to Master Biblical Hebrew will unfold for your comprehension.

You’ll see why good in the well-rehearsed phrase it was good means so much more than a simple four-letter adjective. Why, in the Bible, the day starts at evening, and why evening, night, morning, and day follow in that order. These words reveal a more profound spiritual meaning, impossible to comprehend in English or other translated language. In the same way, we will answer the question: does day follow or precede night? What is the significance of the chronological order of these everyday events?

The Hebrew Bible is not just an unending string of 8674 Hebrew words. Instead, each word has a story of its own to tell; this is the seventh key to unlock Bible meaning, the untold stories of Biblical Hebrew words. When assembled, these fascinating narratives, the puzzle pieces, reveal God's ultimate story and plan.

During a 2014 debate, Bill Nye attacked the Bible, referring to the implausibility of believing what he described as “Ken Ham’s interpretation of a 3000-year-old book translated into American English.”

It is over 3000 years old, which of itself is impressive. And whatever the language of translation, it loses a lot of understanding. By taking this course, you will dig out the nuggets as you master the keys to the original language, Biblical Hebrew.

Whether or not you believe the Bible, ask yourself this question: Does it make sense that immediately after creating Adam, God placed him in the magnificent Garden of Eden, and His first words were, dress and keep it? Such a translation says, “Adam, you’re the gardener.” Is that why God created Adam? The Biblical Hebrew reveals a higher noble purpose.

Just common sense would tell you something is lacking in this narrative. And you’re right. 7 Keys will give you an eye-opener of what God said to Adam. The translators only revealed a small portion of God’s injunction to Adam and Eve. Now you’ll learn the depth of what the Biblical Hebrew intones.

Learn the key to this understanding and how to apply it in many other passages for much deeper biblical meaning. It is impossible to understand in any translation; therefore, it is necessary to delve into the original Biblical Hebrew. It’s so accessible it will surprise you.

Be prepared to have your eyes opened and Unlock Bible Meaning with the 7 Keys to Master Biblical Hebrew. Then, you’ll be able to take your mastery away and use it for your personal Bible Study.

Why it’s of interest to you

	The Bible is the Book of books. Translators have rendered parts of the Bible into 3300+ languages. No other book is so widespread.

	There are over 450 translations in English. No other book even comes close. The key one is the 1611 King James Version.

	This book will show you why there are limits to all translations.

	The Explanation designed this book to help you learn an alternate way of Bible study in the original language.

	You’ll learn the basics of a reliable and efficient means of Bible study.

	Understanding the more profound comprehension of words unlocks the meaning of concepts in Bible study.

	The Explanation has created this course solely for your edification.

	It is not trying to convince you or get you to join anything. What you do with this information is up to you.


You’ll learn

	By the end of this course, you’ll be able to do personal study using these keys to master Biblical Hebrew.

	You’ll learn how to access and freely use an online Bible study tool, Interlinear (displaying the original language with the translation), and Concordance (to find verses and words and the meanings of the original language).

	This course will equip you with a Bible Study method that encourages you to unlock Bible meaning.

	You’ll see Biblical Hebrew and word translations in a fresh light.

	You’ll develop a deeper understanding of what Bible study reveals.

	You’ll see the overall plan of God in your Bible study and Jesus Christ in the first chapters of Genesis.


Introduction

	What this course is all about: Learning the meaning of the Bible via Bible study of the Biblical Hebrew.

	You will not learn Biblical Hebrew: NO grammar, NO vocabulary, NO syntax, NO pronunciation, NO oral expression. You can learn that in other courses.

	You’ll pick up some words and facts. You already know some expressions we’ll discuss, like shalom, barouch, braisheet, elohim.

	Resources: All Bible study tools are available online for free: Bible (search), Interlinear Bible, Concordance. You do not need any outside tools like lexicons, dictionaries, or commentaries. NO expense. Even the KJV Bible is online.

	The Explanation will show you how to master these Bible study tools through your study.


Bio of the Author

	I started learning Hebrew at age ten and spent two years in Israel in my late teens.

	The Christian ministry was my calling for 25 years, entailing the study of the Old Testament.

	Biblical Hebrew took on a fresh light when I read Genesis 2:25 and the following verse 3:1 and saw that the words naked and subtle are identical in the original language.

	It took me months to figure out what was going on here.

	That Bible study opened up an understanding of other parts of the Bible.

	To be sure I wasn’t straying from the original intent and authorship of the Bible, I took a two-year online Biblical Hebrew course with the Israel Institute of Biblical Studies.

	The Bible study method is valid and is the basis for a series of books, The Explanation.

	The last four explain the Biblical Hebrew origins of Genesis, chapters 1-3.

	These books are available in e-book and paperback format. Search for Sam Kneller, the author. They’re available at your favorite bookstores.


What You Need to Appreciate this Course

The Bible is the bestseller of all time. Whether or not you’re religious, believe in God or not, is neither here nor there. The Bible is a cultural masterpiece, must-read literature for cultivated people.

A cursory knowledge of the Bible is essential. The Explanation designs this course for those who realize you can’t go at it cold turkey. You need a little help, at least with the basics. If you want to set off on your Bible study adventure, you need the right equipment. That realization is essential for your success.

	You might have little or no knowledge of Bible study; that’s fine.

	You might consider the Bible a bunch of fables of no particular interest other than tales to tell kids. Frankly, that’s fine too.

	You might even believe that the Bible is full of lies and is a negative book. Well, you’re entitled to your viewpoint.


Are there any requirements or prerequisites?

	A little knowledge of the Bible could be handy, but you’ve heard enough for this book to be fully accessible even if you haven't done any Bible study.

	Just come with an open mind, ready to hear what might be unfamiliar concepts.


Unlock Bible meaning through Bible Study of the Biblical Hebrew is for:

	Seekers, searching for what the original language means.

	People who wonder why the Bible has given rise to so many translations.

	Individuals who question whether the Bible stories are literal or figurative.

	Those people who Bible study thumpers have irritated or turned sour.

	Those who just want to see what the Bible says, even from a purely cultural point of view.

	Those who are looking for a new perspective on their Bible study.

	Those who don’t have any knowledge of Hebrew and those who have a particular comprehension.

	Scholars who are looking for a well-grounded point of view.


This course is not for:

	People who only want to learn the Hebrew alphabet, vocabulary, grammar, syntax, conversation, pronunciation, and other technical aspects of the language like conjugation of Hebrew verbs.

	Individuals who only want to learn Biblical Hebrew and not Biblical meaning.


Reviews of the Bible Course, Adam & Eve were naked, another course by The Explanation. Learn the deeper meaning of this word:

	I learned a lot about using a concordance in this course. The instructor was interesting to listen to and obviously knew his topic. Theresa K.

	It was very easy to follow, very informative, and very methodical. Gloria S.

	It is something I have been searching for, a way to get past the translations and get to the deeper meaning of God’s word. Sheli.

	I have long suspected that the Adam and Eve story had a much deeper meaning. This course shows that what I suspected was true. An interesting way to look at the story. I am glad I took this course. Joseph W.

	The instructor was very precise in his delivery and how to check the meaning. It was really helpful to learn the power of the Hebrew behind the words. Phyllis C.

	It’s a SHAME!. after many bible translations, most people still have a blurred “understanding” of what Sam Kneller so elegantly clarifies in this course. See it for yourself. This is a MUST TAKE COURSE for everyone, no matter their beliefs (or non-beliefs) are. Hey!, if you can’t really comprehend the CLIMAX in ‘the first story’...forget PhDs. Thanks! Jesse C.

	He explains in very slow and concise manner. Allowing a student to keep up with the lesson. JoAnne J.

	A good lesson on words meaning and how to study them. It is not always what we think or what we have been taught. We need to understand what the authors meant when they wrote this, knowing that the entire was inspired by God for teaching us, correcting us, etc. (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Marcel R.

	I think it is well organized and very informative. I thought the instructor could be a little more enthusiastic but I think that might just be because everyone who teaches now acts like they have just won the lottery. Overall, I think it was great. Myrna P.

	For someone so old willing to take his time to share his knowledge with the world, he deserves 5 stars. If the video you find it too long, doesn’t matter, pay attention to the materials he has to share. In fact, the aim of this course is for him to enable you to self-learn independently. Shung J.

	Found this course to give a clear and useful example of using the website and tools mentioned. Need to be open-minded and willing to explore the Bible, rather than dogmatic, to get the most from this course. Thanks, Sam, for introducing me to these tools. I look forward to further explorations. Robin S.


All of that said, one point remains. The Bible is the best-seller of all time, and one way or the other, it is a piece of literature. Therefore, if not for any other reason but general knowledge, it behooves you to have even a cursory understanding of its contents.

Let’s see why we should focus on the Bible’s original language: What’s the point of getting into Theology and the Bible, anyway?
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[image: All Bible translations are interpretation. So said my Hebrew professor. My jaw dropped, then how can we understand and have valid beliefs?]

All Bible translations are interpretations. This quote by my Hebrew professor floored me. I’ve never forgotten it.

“All Bible translations are interpretations.” So said one of my Biblical Hebrew professors from the Israel Institute of Biblical Studies in Jerusalem some 15 years ago. That statement has stayed with me for a long time.

Is there truth to it? If so, what and why?

The consequences are infinite and catastrophic. Here’s why. When you study the Bible, you’re exploring the Word of God. At least, that’s what religion purports the Bible to be. But most readers can NOT read the Bible in the original languages, Hebrew and Greek (there’s some Aramaic). It means 99.99 percent of readers read in their native language, which is a translation. Therefore, they are reading an INTERPRETATION. And if that’s the case, they are NOT reading the original message of God. Instead, they’re jumping into what the translator THINKS the original meaning is. That’s the catastrophe.

Readers are understanding and basing their beliefs and faith on interpretations. That’s serious. During my research, I entered Hebrew meaning in the Google search box. From the results, I realized that it was ambiguous because Hebrew could mean the people or the language? I was looking for the language. Anyway, some videos showed by a professor at the Institute of Biblical Studies. One about the meaning of Kosher. Here it is. It’s only 1.30 minutes, and I realize he’s doing a quick commercial presentation.

You can find this word in the Bible but not in translations. What does it mean?

I went over to Dictionary.com to see what they had to say.

Kosher.

	Fit or allowed to be eaten or used, according to the dietary or ceremonial laws: kosher meat; kosher dishes; a kosher tallith.

	Adhering to the laws governing such fitness: a kosher restaurant.


Informal.

	Proper; legitimate.

	Genuine; authentic.


Both video and dictionary are on the same wavelength using the translation fit.

What does the Bible say? The idea is not to get into a lesson here but to reveal what we mean by interpretation.

The Bible uses the word kosher precisely three times in Hebrew in the Old Testament.


Esther 8:5

And said, If it please the king, and if I have found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right (kosher) before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all the king’s provinces:

Ecclesiastes 10:10

If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct (kosher).

Ecclesiastes 11:16

In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for you know not whether shall prosper (kosher), either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.


The King James Version (KJV) Bible translation renders this one Hebrew word, Kosher, with three English words: direct, be right, prosper. These Bible translations relate to fitness, but this word has nothing to do with food. We do not find it in the first five books of the Bible, the Tanach, the Books of Moses, where we find the dietary laws.

We have a severe discrepancy between kosher in the Bible and kosher by the Institute of Biblical Studies and Dictionary.com.

One word sums it up: interpretation.

Kosher is quite a common word, and I dare say you were probably aware of it and had a vague, maybe precise, idea of what it means in modern terms. But, as you can see, this interpretation has absolutely nothing to do with the original Biblical Hebrew. Please understand that the video presenter and dictionary are not wrong; they explain a modern concept of kosher, accepted by all. But, to say it is the authentic Hebrew meaning the video title displays is a misnomer. This explanation is correct, but, at the least, it is an interpretation, and at best, it is incomplete.

That’s the reason I created a course and wrote this book. I believe your interest is not in interpretations. You want to know what the original says. You want God’s Word, not how human translators or scholars interpret Biblical Hebrew.

Let me tell you something. I’ve been using this study method for some 50 years. But it’s only in the last 15 years that I realized it is a method and formalized it with the 7 Keys. If you’ve been with TheExplanation.com, you know I refer to it regularly. Here’s my confession.

This course carried the name 7 Keys to Master Biblical Hebrew, a study method to Unlock Bible Meaning. The emphasis was on the opening phrase, the 7 Keys. The focus was on Biblical Hebrew. Today, I think that is wrong, and I shall change it.

The result all of us are looking for is to unlock Bible meaning. The 7 Keys are the method to lead us to that result. First, it is essential to understand that we need to look into Biblical Hebrew because it is the original. If we depart from any other translation, we’re departing from an interpretation.

So, let’s be clear. The goal is not to learn and digest Biblical Hebrew. You and I will never have the know-how to compare with Bible translations. The goal is to unlock Bible meaning. The Explanation designed this study method to get you from A to Z with the least hassle in the shortest time possible. The only intention is to unlock Bible meaning. I hope that’s understandable. Biblical Hebrew is a vital tool God used for authorship of His Word, but, like the Greek, they are tools; they are secondary; the languages are not sacred; God’s Word is.

In this introduction, let’s be open and direct. I received a question/comment from a student of the first concise Biblical Hebrew course I created as a test.


I am about to start section 7. So far, I only see a course on how to use KJV ONLY Resources. Strong basically found every Hebrew and Greek word, then just placed each word the KJV Translators said those Hebrew and Greek meant to them. Never do you point (so far) where to go to check / Test (1 Thess 5:19-24) Strong. So are you fluent in Hebrew or just is this class on how to use the Strongs? D. Jackson.


Over 2700 students have signed up for that course, and about 2 or 3 have asked about my fluency in Hebrew. I’m sorry, but I need to clarify that question. Fluency in Modern or Biblical Hebrew? Fluency in vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, syntax?

Again, sorry to go through the back door to answer this question; I need you, and D. Jackson, to understand something fundamental about Biblical Hebrew and many other languages, for that matter. I’m going to illustrate this with an example that is not mine. It comes from a question asked on the website Quora. Here’s the link if you want to read the entire entry.


Is it true that there are no verb tenses (past, present, future) in Biblical Hebrew?


1st reply > 20+ years teaching Biblical Hebrew and Bible interpretation
The Modern Hebrew language uses the same verb tenses that we do in English; past, present, and future. However, in Biblical Hebrew they only had two tenses; perfect and imperfect. The past, present, and future tenses are related to time, but the Biblical Hebrew tenses, perfect and imperfect, are related to action. A perfect tense is a completed action, and an imperfect tense is an action that is not completed. This does make translating verbs difficult as there are no equivalent tenses in English...

2nd reply > Practicing Orthodox Jew
This is unequivocally not correct. There are strict tenses in Biblical Hebrew.

3rd reply > Fluent Hebrew Speaker
Wrong. There are tenses in Biblical Hebrew, but they used an obsolete method to turn the definition of the tenses around by adding a vav (Hebrew letter) to the start of the word. Basically, if there is a “ve-verb” in Hebrew, it turns the tense into the other, but modern Hebrew doesn’t use this anymore.

4th reply
It’s a bit complicated – Hebrew DOES have verb tenses, BUT Hebrew doesn’t quite view time in tenses quite the same way as English does – so the ‘past’ and ‘present’ and ‘future’ don’t exactly line up uniformly with English tenses. Makes translating something of an adventure, sometimes.

The same professor and others I had at the Institute for Biblical Studies told me that Hebrew scholars are not in agreement regarding Biblical Hebrew. The above replies to what appears to be a simple question: witness to the complexity of fluency of a language. I think the 4th reply sums it up beautifully. It is a bit complicated. I’d say, maybe a bit more than a bit!

No, I’m not fluent in Hebrew. That’s why this course does NOT teach Biblical Hebrew. That’s why the emphasis of the system is not Biblical Hebrew. When I studied Biblical Hebrew with the Institute of Biblical Studies in Jerusalem, my goal was not to become fluent. I’m a native-born English speaker who has lived in France for over 40 years. I’ve worked and preached in French and am not and never will be totally fluent in Moliere’s language. You have to live in and with another language to know what it means to be language fluent. And remember, with Biblical Hebrew, we’re talking about an ancient language on which we base the modern. But they are different.

Bible translations aren’t perfect, but they help us take a step forward in the right direction. Strong would not have edited his concordance were it not for the KJV and RSV Bible translations. We are thankful for them.

Check Strongs and KJV ONLY resources

The Explanation has written about Strong’s Concordance, particularly the KJV resource, and why I use them. Since the above question refers to testing Strong, let’s do just that. D. Jackson has a perfect summary of Strong’s work. He found every Hebrew and Greek word and then placed each word the KJV Translators said those Hebrew and Greek meant to them. Basically, that’s all Strong did. That’s not intended to be pejorative; it’s a monumental task that greatly benefits Bible students like you and me. He added specific annotations to each entry, and we shall discuss them during this course, but not now.

The essential part of his work was curating ALL the English translations for the SAME Hebrew word. There are some 8700 in the Old Testament, hence 8700 entries and lists of  1-50+ English word translations corresponding to the 8700 Hebrew words.

To unlock Bible meaning, what interests us are those thousands of Bible translations, which, I remind you, are interpretations. But they are not wild guesses or let’s get this over and done. On the contrary, they are thoughtful and lead us in the right direction.

There are hundreds of Bible translations. The translators have taken a lot of time and put much effort and scholarship into their translations. About 50 scholars took part in the translation of the KJV. Although King James wanted it to reflect Church of England theology, these men came from various denominations with various religious backgrounds and beliefs. The basis for the Old Testament translation was the Jewish official Masoretic text. On the team were some eminent Biblical Hebrew scholars. Please keep that in mind. Why?

Because Sam Kneller is not a translator and indeed not the translator of Biblical Hebrew, as I’ve said in the past, if I were the translator, readers would say, that’s Sam’s translation, who’s he? And they would be right! However, I offer ideas for better ways of expressing specific passages but always based on Bible translations of the scholars or corroborative Biblical evidence. We shall have more details as we progress.

The key to understanding is that I do not base this course on
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