
BLOOD ON THE WESTERN DUST

Book Two: THE COFFIN TRAIL

The Dust and Blood Chronicles - Book Two

A Cowboy vs Vampire Western Horror Thriller

Madelyn Wray

Copyright

Blood on the Western Dust: Book Two - The Coffin Trail

Copyright (c) 2026 Madelyn Wray. All rights reserved.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are products of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locations is entirely coincidental.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form without written permission from the author, except for brief quotations used in reviews.


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

Author's Note

Table of Contents

Prologue - The Ship That Remembered Blood

PART I - THE BITE THAT WOULD NOT TURN

Chapter 1 | The Man Who Heard the Dark

Chapter 2 | Double-Locked Doors

Chapter 3 | Holy Water in the Bullet Mold

Chapter 4 | The Blood That Refused

Chapter 5 | Afraid of Caleb Kane

Chapter 6 | The First Immune

Chapter 7 | Mara Draws a Silver Line

Chapter 8 | Silas Checks the Teeth

Chapter 9 | Tala Reads the Dust

Chapter 10 | Red Reed’s Sun Door

PART II - THE SHIP FROM THE OTHER SIDE

Chapter 11 | The Ship Without Bells

Chapter 12 | Lord Cassian Vale

Chapter 13 | Seven Black Coffins

Chapter 14 | The Gentleman With No Reflection

Chapter 15 | The Telegraph Boy’s Warning

Chapter 16 | The Blood Soldier

Chapter 17 | The Kind Vampire’s Mark

Chapter 18 | Aurelia’s Terms

Chapter 19 | Those Who Choose the King

Chapter 20 | The Cabin Rule

PART III - THE HIGH MOUNTAIN SLEEP

Chapter 21 | Caleb Runs Like Fire

Chapter 22 | Mara Sees the Change

Chapter 23 | Silas Stops Laughing

Chapter 24 | The Dream Under Snow

Chapter 25 | Ward’s Mistake

Chapter 26 | Red Reed’s Trap Saves the Children

Chapter 27 | Mara and Ward at the Map

Chapter 28 | The Low Ones Burn Fast

Chapter 29 | Cassian’s First Letter

Chapter 30 | Abigail Names the Gift

Chapter 31 | The Superhuman Scout

Chapter 32 | The King’s Allies

Chapter 33 | Parting at the Gallows Tree

Chapter 34 | Aurelia’s Hidden Cellar

Chapter 35 | The Mountain Trail Opens

PART IV - CASSIAN'S WAR

Chapter 36 | The Thousand-Year Servant

Chapter 37 | A Soldier With Red Eyes

Chapter 38 | Mara Takes the Blame

Chapter 39 | Jonah Hears the Ocean

Chapter 40 | The Dust School

Chapter 41 | The Blood Oath Refused

Chapter 42 | Caleb’s Hunger Test

Chapter 43 | The Cross and the Cartridge

Chapter 44 | Night at Bell Hollow

Chapter 45 | Mara’s Brother’s Name

Chapter 46 | The Canyon of Listening Stones

Chapter 47 | Red Reed Against the Brood

Chapter 48 | The Price of Strong Blood

Chapter 49 | Cassian Takes Jonah

Chapter 50 | The Chapel Under Ice

PART V - THE MOUNTAIN OF COFFINS

Chapter 51 | Aurelia Betrays the Brood

Chapter 52 | The Blood That Burns Back

Chapter 53 | Draven Opens One Eye

Chapter 54 | Mara and Caleb Below the Ice

Chapter 55 | Ward Learns to Kneel

Chapter 56 | The Kind Vampire’s Sacrifice

Chapter 57 | Cassian’s Bargain

Chapter 58 | Silver Dawn Powder

Chapter 59 | The Mountain Breaks

Chapter 60 | Red Reed’s Last Door

Chapter 61 | Tala Calls the Names

Chapter 62 | Caleb Becomes the Antidote

Chapter 63 | Cassian Falls Laughing

Chapter 64 | The Empty Coffin

PART VI - SILVER DAWN

Chapter 65 | The Seven Ships

Chapter 66 | The Immune Council

Chapter 67 | Mara’s New Vow

Chapter 68 | Silas Buys More Coffee

Chapter 69 | The Blood Bell Rings

Chapter 70 | The Coffin Trail Turns East

PART VII - THE OCEAN ANSWERS

Chapter 71 | The First Ship Burns

Chapter 72 | The Ones Who Choose Mercy

Chapter 73 | The Blood Riders

Chapter 74 | Cassian’s Last Servant

Chapter 75 | Mara Breaks the Chain

Chapter 76 | The Powder of Silver Dawn

Chapter 77 | Tala at the Waterline

Chapter 78 | Red Reed’s Harbor Trap

Chapter 79 | Draven Speaks Through the Tide

Chapter 80 | The Road Leaves the West

PART VIII - THE SEVEN LIGHTS

Chapter 81 | The Harbor of Black Sails

Chapter 82 | The Immune Who Kneel

Chapter 83 | Jonah Cuts the Wire

Chapter 84 | Sister Rosaline’s Last Blessing

Chapter 85 | Mara Follows the Red Veil

Chapter 86 | The King Vampire’s Ally

Chapter 87 | Caleb’s Bloodline Choice

Chapter 88 | The Dust Turns Toward the Sea

Chapter 89 | The First Coffin Opens

Chapter 90 | Toward the Seven Ships

PART IX - THE VAMPIRE KILLER OF TRANSYLVANIA

Chapter 91 | The Man Draven Feared

Chapter 92 | Viktor Dragomir Crosses the Dust

Chapter 93 | The Hunter and Caleb Kane

Chapter 94 | Transylvanian Silver

Chapter 95 | Hero of the West

PART X - THE RIDERS OF DUST AND BLOOD

Chapter 96 | The Jailhouse Riders

Chapter 97 | Farmers With Rifles

Chapter 98 | Wanted Men, Honest Guns

Chapter 99 | The Vampire Army at Red Mesa

Chapter 100 | Mara Rides Through Gun Smoke

Chapter 101 | Caleb Runs the Coffin Road

Chapter 102 | Viktor’s Silver Charge

Chapter 103 | The Barn Siege

Chapter 104 | The Canyon Pursuit

Chapter 105 | The West Rides as One

Book Three Preview - The Seven Coffin Ships

Also By Madelyn Wray

About the Author

Thank You

Sign up for MADELYN WRAY's Mailing List

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Dedication

[image: ]


For every reader who believes the trail does not end when the first monster falls, and for every survivor who keeps riding even when the dust begins to whisper.
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Author's Note
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This second book continues after the fall of Draven House. Caleb Kane is alive, but the bite he survived has changed him. He is faster, sharper, and more frightening to the people he saves.

The vampire war also changes. The frontier learns to fight back with soaked silver bullets, holy water, double-locked doors, dust warnings, brave alliances, and now a hard-riding army made from farmers, wanted cowboys, jailhouse riders, and every honest gun the West can raise.

This final action-balanced edition expands the middle as well as the ending, adding horse chases, gun smoke, vampire army attacks, cowboy/farmer/outlaw teamwork, and open-road pursuit so the book stays strong from start to end. It also introduces Viktor Dragomir, the vampire killer of Transylvania - the hunter Draven fled across the sea to avoid, because Viktor carries the old method that can end a king vampire for good.
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Prologue - The Ship That Remembered Blood
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The ship came out of the eastern fog with no bell, no song, and no gulls following. Men on the harbor wall watched it slide toward the dock like a coffin pretending to be wood and sail. Its name had been painted over three times, but the oldest letters still bled through the black paint: Saint Orsova. Jonah Bell belonged in Mercy Crossing, tapping messages through copper wire and pretending the wire did not whisper back. Instead he stood under the harbor office awning with a pencil shaking in his hand, because Colonel Ward wanted warning sent fast and Jonah already understood that some messages came from the dead. The dockmaster shouted questions. Nobody answered. When the first rope fell over the rail, it landed wet and red, though no rain touched the deck. Men laughed because fear had arrived wearing something too strange to name.

Then the hatch opened, and the laugh died in every throat at once. A gentleman stepped onto the deck. He wore a black coat cut in an old European fashion, gloves fine enough for a palace, and a smile gentle enough to make fools trust him. His hair was silver, his face young, and his eyes held the patience of graves older than empires. Behind him, sailors who should have been dead lowered seven black coffins with careful hands. Each coffin was bound in iron, packed with old soil, and marked with symbols that made the priests on the dock cross themselves before they remembered they were trying not to look afraid. The gentleman gave his name as Lord Cassian Vale. He paid the harbor fees in gold so old the mint marks belonged to kings no schoolchild remembered.

When the dockmaster asked what he carried, Cassian removed one glove and touched the nearest coffin lid. Something inside knocked once, politely. "Family," Cassian said. Two hundred miles inland, Caleb Kane woke with his scar burning cold. He sat upright before the watch bell rang, before the horses screamed, before Mara Voss reached for her knives. In his blood, something answered the ocean. Not a voice. Not yet. A direction. Beyond the high mountains, under snow and black stone, Draven opened one eye inside his coffin of chains.
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PART I - THE BITE THAT WOULD NOT TURN

[image: ]


The curse did not claim Caleb Kane. It sharpened him.
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Chapter 1

The Man Who Heard the Dark
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At Mercy Crossing, Caleb heard claws under the town wall before anyone else and killed a low vampire too quickly for comfort. Caleb heard the threat before the others did: a scrape in the wall, a swallowed cry, the dry scratch of dead nails. He moved before fear could slow the room. Ward wanted riflemen ready. Tala wanted silence, patience, and fewer boots ruining the signs. Red Reed listened to both, then built his trap where pride had not bothered to look. Mara said, "Your maps do not bleed, Ward. People do." The room ran out of time for pride. Rifles lifted and latches clicked, yet mercy held because Mara would not let panic rule. Red Reed's hidden wire hummed, then the mirror snapped open. Sunlight struck the feeder in the corner, and the children lived long enough to remember the scream. The survivors searched the wreckage in silence, counting wounds before blessings. No one believed the dark was finished with them. Tala marked the trail with stones and a strip of red cloth. If the dust moved again, she wanted the land to have an answer waiting. Mara lifted a black thread from beneath the latch; the knot was cold, brittle, and made with royal arrogance. What remained was not certainty. It was resolve, sharp enough to carry into the next night.
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