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Many ESL textbooks teach grammar, vocabulary, and reading skills. These are important, but language is only part of the learning process. Behind every language are people, culture, values, and ways of thinking.

The stories in this book（Book 3: A Glimpse into Australian Life) are based on my own experiences in Australia. After spending many years as an English teacher, school principal, researcher, and teacher trainer, I found myself becoming a student again in my sixties. I attended English classes at TAFE in Brisbane, studied alongside students from many different countries, and experienced Australian society not as a visitor, but as a learner.

Some stories are about classrooms and teachers. Others are about public transport, community life, friendship, volunteering, trust, and everyday encounters. A simple conversation, a bus ride, a barbecue, or even a misunderstanding can become a lesson worth remembering.

This book is not only about learning English. It is also about learning about life. Language is a tool, but communication is ultimately about understanding people. Through these stories, readers may improve their English while also gaining a glimpse into Australian culture and daily life.

For ESL learners, I hope these stories provide useful reading practice and encourage you to use English with confidence. For general readers, I hope they offer interesting reflections on learning, culture, and human connections.

As I have often said, life itself is the best textbook. These stories are simply a few pages from that textbook.

James Daniel Lee
Brisbane, Australia
2026
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Word Count:282 words

Reading Time:6 minutes

When I was studying at TAFE in Australia, one of our speaking tests was a role-play. I had to ask my manager for a day off because my mother was coming to visit.

Manager: Come in, James.

James: Good morning.

Manager: Good morning, James. How are you today?

James: I’m very well, thank you. Actually, I’d like to ask for a day off. My mother called me yesterday and said she will arrive tomorrow morning.

Manager: James, you know we are very busy at the moment. We really need all our employees at work.

James: Yes, I understand. I know everyone is busy.

Manager: As you know, company policy requires one month’s notice for leave requests.

James: Yes, I know the rule. Normally I would give notice, but this visit is unexpected. My mother wants to come and see her great-grandson.

Manager: I understand, but what about your work? You would miss next Monday.

James: I can make up the hours. After meeting my mother and taking her home, I can return to work. If necessary, I can also work extra hours later this week.

Manager: So you are willing to make up the time you miss?

James: Absolutely. I will make up all the hours.

Manager: All right, James. I would like you to put this request in writing and send me an email.

James: No problem. I will send you an email after this meeting.

Manager: Very good. Since you are a reliable employee, we can make an exception this time.

James: Thank you very much.

Manager: You’re welcome.

James: Goodbye.

This dialogue is based on a real speaking test the author completed while studying at TAFE in Queensland, Australia.

Multiple-Choice Questions

	（  ）Why did James want a day off?
 A、 He was going on vacation.
 B、 His mother was coming to visit.
 C、 He was sick.
 D、 He had a job interview.

	（  ）When was James’s mother arriving?
 A、 Next week
 B、 Next month
 C、 Tomorrow morning
 D、 This evening

	（  ）What does company policy require for leave requests?
 A、 One day’s notice
 B、 One week’s notice
 C、 Two weeks’ notice
 D、 One month’s notice\

	（  ）How did James offer to make up for the missed work?
 A、 By asking a coworker to do it
 B、 By working extra hours
 C、 By taking unpaid leave
 D、 By cancelling the visit\

	（  ）Why did the manager approve James’s request?
 A、 The company was not busy
 B、 James promised to quit
 C、 James was a reliable employee
 D、 Everyone else was on leave
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Word Count:345 words

Reading Time:7 minutes

(Written in 2016 while studying at South Bank TAFE,Brisbane ）

When I was studying at South Bank TAFE in Brisbane, I often travelled by bus. Taking public transport every day gave me some interesting thoughts about the transport system in Brisbane.

Public transport in Brisbane is not very good. As I take the bus to South Bank TAFE every day, I have my own opinions.

Firstly, the price of buses and trains is quite expensive. For example, if I am not a student and I need to travel into the city and return home, I may spend nearly ten dollars on transport. In my home country, however, one person can travel almost anywhere in the city for a much lower fare.

Secondly, on weekends and public holidays, we often have to wait a long time at bus stops because there are fewer buses than on working days. This can be inconvenient for people who want to go shopping, visit friends, or travel around the city.

In addition, I think cheaper public transport could help the economy. If transport costs were lower and more buses were available on weekends and public holidays, more people might travel to places such as the Gold Coast or the Sunshine Coast. They could use public transport instead of driving their own cars.

More people travelling means more spending in shops, restaurants, and tourist attractions. This could help local businesses and support economic development.

In conclusion, I believe that Brisbane could improve its public transport system by lowering fares, increasing bus services on weekends and public holidays, and encouraging more people to use public transport.

Even today, I still remember writing this essay as a student at South Bank TAFE. It reminds me that learning English is not only about grammar and vocabulary. It is also about observing life and expressing your own ideas.

Vocabulary

	public transport — public transportation

	fare — transportation fare

	resident — resident

	encourage — encourage

	economic development — economic development

	convenient — convenient

	local business — local business

	tourist attraction — tourist attraction


[image: ]

Passengers on Brisbane Bus Route 150 Using iPads and Smartphones

​

Comprehension Questions

	Why does the writer think public transport in Brisbane is expensive?

	What problem does the writer mention about weekends and public holidays?

	What places does the writer mention as popular travel destinations?

	According to the writer, how could cheaper public transport help the economy?

	What lesson did the writer learn from writing this essay?


​
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Word Count:616 words

Reading Time:12.5minutes

In 2016, I was studying English at TAFE South Bank in Brisbane.

One day, our teacher asked us to write a composition about cosmetic surgery. At that time, English was still a challenge for me. Looking back today, I can see many language mistakes, but I can also see something more important: the courage to use English and express my own ideas.

I decided to keep this composition almost unchanged. It reminds me that language learning is a long journey. Progress comes from practice, not perfection.

The following composition was written on 30 August 2016 in my TAFE writing class.

James Daniel Lee

The Advantages and Disadvantages of Cosmetic Surgery

Nowadays, because of people’s living standards becoming higher, many people, including all ages, and both women and men, choose to do cosmetic surgery for him or herself. The following is my opinions:

First of all, I should say that the thought of loving pretty and handsome is popular for everybody! Now let me give you the advantages and disadvantages of cosmetic surgery.

If a girl (or a woman, or a boy, or a man) changes her appearance to be beautiful, firstly, she has much more confidence in herself in doing everything. Then, it will give her more chances to get a job, for no boss wants to use a not so pretty girl or boy. After that, the main idea of some rich young man is trying to find a nice wife. A pretty appearance is












	(  )Why do many people choose to have cosmetic surgery?




	(  )According to the writer, what is one advantage of cosmetic surgery?




	(  )Where did the young woman go to have cosmetic surgery?




	(  )Why was the husband confused when his son grew up?




	(  )What is the writer’s conclusion?
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