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Author’s Note

This is the first of three collections of short plays for children, designed to be acted or read aloud at school or at home. Most children enjoy acting, and taking part in a play or a play-reading is a fun way of helping them to read more fluently and with expression. Their silent reading improves too, as they learn to keep up and come in at the right time with their lines.

The first four plays, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Boy Who Cried Wolf, The Magic Twig and Turtle Tug, are all based on traditional tales. They are each for a cast of four and are suitable for a group of beginner readers. I suggest reading the play a few times, at first casting the more able readers in the larger roles but then swapping the parts around. If you like, you can go on to perform the play with simple props or just as a rehearsed reading to the rest of the class. Children love watching their friends acting, and the performing experience really builds up the readers’ confidence.

Names and Games, a more contemporary play with a playground setting, is also for four characters and is a little longer and more demanding, and the final play in the collection, Birthday Surprise, featuring a spoiled child and a conjuror, is for a group of ten but can be adapted for a whole primary class.

Sometimes children have difficulty knowing when it’s their turn to speak, so to make things easier there are symbols, such as a pair of spectacles or a hat, to go with each character’s name.

At the end of the book there are some tips and suggestions for activities, in case you are inspired to perform one or more of the plays to a larger audience.

Break a leg!

[image: A cartoon depicts the goats Little Billy Goat Gruff, Middle Billy Goat Gruff and Big Billy Goat Gruff crossing a bridge from a hillside with brown grass towards a lush meadow with abundant grass. A troll guarding the bridge threatens the goats. A snail seated on a rock on the riverbank looks on.]



The Three Billy Goats Gruff

Four parts

Suitable for early primary




Characters

[image: A cartoon depicts Little Billy Goat Gruff, with large, round eyes, small horns and floppy ears, wearing a knitted scarf that wraps around its neck in a loose spiral. On the right is a smaller version of the goat’s scarf.]
Little Billy Goat Gruff

[image: A cartoon depicts Middle Billy Goat Gruff, with a short beard, an open mouth with a large tooth and large eyes looking upward, wearing a bright knitted hat with a striped band around the brim and a pom-pom on top. On the right is a smaller version of the goat’s hat.]
Middle-sized Billy Goat Gruff

[image: A cartoon depicts Big Billy Goat Gruff, with a strong build and large curled horns that spiral outward from the head, wearing a knitted winter hat with earflaps, scarf, and ear warmers. On the right is a smaller version of the goat’s hat.]
Big Billy Goat Gruff

[image: A cartoon depicts a grumpy-looking troll, with a strong build, sharp teeth, pointed ears and a large nose, wearing a knitted sweater and winter hat with a pom-pom on top. The troll is holding a wooden club with spikes in one hand. Right: A smaller version of the troll’s club with spikes.]
Troll

[image: A cartoon depicts the goats Little Billy Goat Gruff, Middle Billy Goat Gruff and Big Billy Goat Gruff standing on a hillside with brown grass, gazing towards a lush meadow with abundant grass on the other side of the hill. A troll is guarding an arch bridge that stands between the two hillsides.]



SCENE 1

[The three Billy Goats Gruff are in a field by a bridge. The Troll is lurking under the bridge.]



	[image: ] Little:
	Hello! I’m Little Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Middle:
	I’m Middle-sized Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Big:
	I’m Big Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Troll:
	I’m a troll.



	[image: ] Little:
	I like eating grass.



	[image: ] Middle:
	I like eating grass too.



	[image: ] Big:
	So do I.



	[image: ] Troll:
	I like eating goats!



	[image: ] Little:
	Big Billy Goat Gruff?



	[image: ] Big:
	Yes?



	[image: ] Little:
	I don’t like this grass.



	[image: ] Big:
	Why not?



	[image: ] Little:
	It’s all brown.



	[image: ] Big:
	You’re right. It’s not very nice.



	[image: ] Middle:
	But look at that grass over there – that isn’t brown.



	[image: ] Little:
	No, it’s green! Let’s go and eat it.



	[image: ] Big:
	Wait!



	[image: ] Middle:
	Why?



	[image: ] Big:
	To get to that grass we need to go over the bridge.



	[image: ] Little:
	So what?



	[image: ] Big:
	There’s a troll under the bridge.



	[image: ] Middle:
	A troll?



	[image: ] Big:
	Yes, and he likes eating goats.



	[image: ] Little:
	Help!



	[image: ] Middle:
	What can we do?



	[image: ] Big:
	Just let me think.




[image: A cartoon depicts Little Billy Goat Gruff, with large, round eyes, small horns and floppy ears, wearing a knitted scarf that wraps around its neck in a loose spiral.]


	[image: ] Little:
	I don’t like trolls!



	[image: ] Middle:
	Ssshh! Big Billy
Goat Gruff is thinking.



	[image: ] Little:
	Will he think of something?



	[image: ] Middle:
	Yes. Now shh!



	[image: ] Big:
	Come here! This is what we can do!




[They whisper together.]

[image: A cartoon depicts Little Billy Goat Gruff, Middle Billy Goat Gruff and Big Billy Goat Gruff standing in a circle and conversing with each other.]



SCENE 2

[Little Billy Goat Gruff starts to cross the bridge. The Troll pops up.]



	[image: ] Little:
	[on the bridge] 
Trip-trap, trip-trap, trip-trap.



	[image: ] Troll:
	Who’s that trip-trapping over my bridge?



	[image: ] Little:
	It’s me, Little Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Troll:
	You look good. I’m going to eat you!



	[image: ] Little:
	Oh no, don’t eat me! Wait for Middle-sized Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Troll:
	Why?



	[image: ] Little:
	He’s bigger than me.



	[image: ] Troll:
	All right then. I’ll wait for him.



	[image: ] Little:
	Trip-trap, trip-trap, trip-trap. Green grass, here I come!



	[image: ] Middle:
	[on the bridge]
Clip-clop, clip-clop, clip-clop.



	[image: ] Troll:
	Who’s that clip-clopping over my bridge?



	[image: ] Middle:
	It’s me, Middle-sized Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Troll:
	You look good. I’m going to eat you!



	[image: ] Middle:
	Oh no, don’t eat me! Wait for Big Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Troll:
	Why?




[image: A cartoon depicts the grumpy-looking troll, wearing a pair of boots, with its hands on its hips, standing face to face with Middle Billy Goat Gruff along an arched bridge, glaring down at the goat and threatening it. A snail is perched on the troll’s back.]


	[image: ] Middle:
	He’s bigger than me.



	[image: ] Troll:
	All right then, I’ll wait for him.



	[image: ] Middle:
	Clip-clop, clip-clop, clip-clop. Hello, Little Billy Goat Gruff!



	[image: ] Little:
	Hello! Have some of this green grass.



	[image: ] Middle:
	Mmmmmmmm, it’s so good!



	[image: ] Big:
	[on the bridge] Tramp-stamp, tramp-stamp, tramp-stamp.



	[image: ] Troll:
	Who’s that tramp-stamping over my bridge?



	[image: ] Big:
	It’s me, Big Billy Goat Gruff.



	[image: ] Troll:
	You look good. I’m going to eat you!



	[image: ] Big:
	That’s what you think!



	[image: ] Troll:
	Why, what do you think?



	[image: ] Big:
	I think that I’m going to butt you!




[Big Billy Goat Gruff butts the Troll.]



	[image: ] Troll:
	Help! I’m falling into the river. SPLOSH!



	[image: ] Big:
	Tramp-stamp, tramp-stamp, tramp-stamp.



	[image: ] Little:
	Hello, Big Billy Goat Gruff! Have some of this green grass – it’s so good!



	[image: ] Middle:
	Good old Big Billy Goat Gruff. I said he’d think of something and he did!



	[image: ] Big:
	That old Troll won’t get us now!




[image: A cartoon depicts a frightened troll falling into a river and splashing the water. A snail is seated on top of a rock in the water.]
[image: A cartoon depicts Tom wearing a casual attire, hat with feathers and a pair of boots is holding a bottle of milk in one hand and hopping along. Two sheep run behind him. A baker holding a tray of biscuits and a shopkeeper stand in front of the bakery and grocery. A wolf is hiding in the bushes.]



The Boy Who Cried Wolf

Four parts

Suitable for early primary




Characters

[image: A cartoon depicts a shopkeeper with curly haired puffs on either side of her head wearing a long-sleeved blouse with a scalloped collar, an overall with a front pocket and large round glasses. She is holding a can of beans in her left hand. Right: A smaller version of her glasses.]
Shopkeeper

[image: A cartoon depicts Tom wearing a casual attire and a hat with feathers, holding a bottle of milk in one hand and drinking it through a straw. On the right is a smaller version of the milk bottle with a straw.]
Tom

[image: A cartoon depicts a wolf with pointed ears and a long snout wearing a bow tie with polka dots around its neck. On the right is a smaller version of the bow tie with polka dots.]
Wolf

[image: A cartoon depicts a baker wearing a chef’s hat, a chef’s coat with buttons and lapels and a scarf tied around her neck. She is holding a whisk in her left hand and a gingerbread man cookie in her right hand. On the right is a smaller version of the cookie.]
Baker

[image: A cartoon depicts the shopkeeper with curly hair in large round glasses standing at the counter of her grocery store and handing over a milk bottle with a straw to Tom. A cash register and a wooden crate filled with apples are at the counter. Shelves with grocery items are behind the counter.]
[There are two shops and a hill nearby. One shop is a bakery and the other a grocer’s shop. Tom goes into the grocer’s shop.]



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	Hello, Tom. What do you want?



	[image: ] Tom:
	Some milk for my picnic, please. I’m taking my sheep up the hill.



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	I’d like to be you, up on the hill all day. Here’s your milk.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Thank you. Oh look!



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	What?



	[image: ] Tom:
	There’s a monkey playing with your eggs!



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	Where? I can’t see a monkey.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Ha ha! It was just a trick.



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	You and your tricks! Off you go!



	[image: ] Tom:
	I like playing tricks!



	[image: ] Wolf:
	[hiding] So do I!




[image: A cartoon depicts the wolf with narrowed eyes, pointed ears, slightly smirking mouth, protruding tongue and a long snout with a small nose at its end. The wolf exhibits a cunning expression and is wearing a bow tie with polka dots around its neck.]
[Tom goes into the bakery.]



	[image: ] Baker:
	Hello, Tom. What do you want?



	[image: ] Tom:
	A cake for my picnic, please.



	[image: ] Baker:
	I wish I could have a picnic too.



	[image: ] Wolf:
	Me too – a picnic of sheep!



	[image: ] Baker:
	Here’s your cake.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Thank you. Oh look!




[image: A cartoon depicts the baker wearing a chef’s hat and a chef’s coat with a scarf tied around her neck standing at the counter of her bakery and handing over a cupcake to Tom who is accompanied by two sheep. Two trays filled with several gingerbread men cookies are behind the counter.]


	[image: ] Baker:
	What?



	[image: ] Tom:
	There’s a giraffe eating your gingerbread!



	[image: ] Baker:
	Where? I can’t see a giraffe.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Ha ha! It was just a trick.



	[image: ] Baker:
	You and your tricks! Off you go!



	[image: ] Tom:
	That was fun! I do like playing tricks.



	[image: ] Wolf:
	So do I – and I like eating sheep too!




[image: A cartoon depicts the wolf with narrowed eyes, pointed ears, slightly smirking mouth, protruding tongue and a long snout with a small nose at its end. The wolf exhibits a cunning expression and is wearing a bow tie with polka dots around its neck.]


	[image: ] Tom:
	Come on, sheep! Up the hill!



	[Tom goes up the hill with the sheep.]



	[image: ] Tom:
	Here we are. I’ll have my milk, and then I’ll play another trick.



	[Tom drinks the milk.
Then he runs down the hill, shouting.]



	[image: ] Tom:
	Help! Help! There’s a wolf eating my sheep!



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	I’m coming, Tom!



	[image: ] Tom:
	Quick, quick, run!



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	I am running!



	[image: ] Tom:
	Here we are!



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	I can’t see a wolf.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Ha ha! It was just a trick.



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	That’s not funny.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Don’t be cross. You said you wanted to be up on the hill.



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	I’m going to tell your dad about you.



	[The shopkeeper goes away down the hill.]



	[image: ] Tom:
	That was fun! I’ll have my cake now. Then I’ll play another trick.




[image: A cartoon depicts two wooden buildings with steeply pitched roofs in the foreground. There are large trees behind the buildings. Two snow-capped mountains are in the background. Tom followed by his flock of sheep is running down the hill, shouting with arms outstretched.]


	[Tom eats the cake. Then he runs down the hill, shouting.]



	[image: ] Tom:
	Help! Help! There’s a wolf eating my sheep!



	[image: ] Baker:
	I’m coming, Tom!



	[image: ] Tom:
	Quick, quick, run!



	[image: ] Baker:
	I am running!



	[image: ] Tom:
	Here we are!



	[image: ] Baker:
	I can’t see a wolf.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Ha ha! It was just a trick. There isn’t one.



	[image: ] Wolf:
	[hiding] That’s what he thinks!



	[image: ] Baker:
	That’s not funny. I’m going to tell your mum.



	[image: ] Tom:
	No, don’t do that. Go back to your shop. There’s a crocodile in there, eating up all the cakes.



	[The baker goes down the hill. The wolf comes out of hiding.]



	[image: ] Wolf:
	Good day to you, Tom.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Oh no, a wolf. Help!



	[image: ] Wolf:
	And I’m going to have a good day too. I do so like sheep for my picnic.



	[image: ] Tom:
	No, stop! You can’t eat my sheep!




[image: A cartoon depicts the wolf looking at Tom with a cunning expression. Tom stands terrified in front of the wolf with eyes wide, mouth slightly open, his hat flying off his head and arms outstretched . A herd of sheep stands in the meadow in the background.]


	[Tom runs down the hill, shouting.]



	[image: ] Tom:
	Help! Help! There’s a wolf eating my sheep!



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	Oh no there isn’t. It’s just a trick.



	[image: ] Tom:
	 It’s not. I’ll go and get my dad.



	[image: ] Shopkeeper:
	He won’t come. I’ve told him about your tricks.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Oh no! Help! Help!



	[image: ] Baker:
	What is it?



	[image: ] Tom:
	 There’s a wolf eating my sheep!



	[image: ] Baker:
	Go away, Tom. You can’t trick me.



	[image: ] Tom:
	I’ll go and get my mum.



	[image: ] Baker:
	She won’t come. I’ve told her about your tricks.



	[image: ] Tom:
	Oh no! No one will come.



	[Tom runs back up the hill.]



	[image: ] Wolf:
	 Hello, Tom. Thank you for the picnic. I do like sheep. Oh look!



	[image: ] Tom:
	What?



	[image: ] Wolf:
	There’s an elephant eating your hat!



	[image: ] Tom:
	 Where? I can’t see an elephant.



	[image: ] Wolf:
	Ha ha! It was just a trick! Good day to you.




[image: A cartoon depicts the wind’s house with a wavy roof and a weather vane with a bird on the rooftop. A swirling wind with leaves within it is beside the house. Anna runs along a path towards an inn. An innkeeper and a cook are at the entrance of the inn. An apple orchard and a pond are beside the inn.]



The Magic Twig

Four parts

Suitable for early primary




Characters

[image: A cartoon depicts a cheerful swirling wind with two large expressive eyes and a open mouth revealing a tongue. Tender leaves are scattered within its swirling form. On the right is a smaller version of the swirling vortex with tender leaves within it.]
The Wind

[image: A cartoon depicts Anna, a farmer, with expressive eyes and a curly haired bun on her head wearing an overall on a long-sleeved shirt. A vibrant fuchsia flower is tucked into her hair beside the bun. She is holding an apple with a stem and leaf in her hand. On the right is a vibrant fuchsia flower. ]
Anna (a farmer)

[image: A cartoon depicts an innkeeper with hair styled into a tidy bun wearing a long-sleeved uniform jacket with a high collar and a name badge on the left lapel, cat-eye glasses, round earrings, and a hat with a band. She holds a notepad in her hand. On the right is a replica of the hat with a band.]
An Innkeeper

[image: A cartoon depicts a cook with a prominent, well-groomed moustache wearing a chef’s coat with a high collar and a tall, puffy chef’s hat. He is holding a golden spoon in one hand and a mixing bowl filled with flour in the other hand. On the right is a replica of the spoon.]
A Cook

[image: A cartoon depicts a terrified Anna with one eye closed falling with arms outstretched on being pushed back by the force of a swirling wind with leaves spiralling around it. The farmer girl is wearing an overall over a long-sleeved shirt and a pair of boots. Some leaves are flying past Anna.]
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