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      ACT ONE


      
        Scene One


        Lights up on a newsroom. JEFF, a white man in his mid- twenties, and YVONNE, a Black woman in her mid-twenties, enter. There should be an ‘outside area’ that signifies the outside world, people’s homes, etc. There should be no blackouts between scenes and the play should move as quickly as possible.


        JEFF. And, finally, I think your desk will probably be over there somewhere.


        YVONNE. Here?? But this is the Vanguard section?


        JEFF. From the wall to that desk.


        YVONNE. That’s it? Jesus… The News Desk has two entire floors.


        JEFF. I said it was small. Listen, people would kill to write for them right now.


        YVONNE. Don’t hype it up to me.


        JEFF. I’m serious. Everyone’s reading Vanguard now because of the Dunn murder. It’s like they own it. No one else will touch it.


        YVONNE. Well, I’m screwed because I don’t have any insight into murders committed by Black people.


        JEFF. We don’t know who killed him.


        YVONNE. In that neighborhood? Come on, now.


        JEFF tries to interrupt.


        Alright, alright. It doesn’t matter. Like I told you earlier honey, I don’t plan on being at Ebony/Jet Junior for long.. Soon, I’ll be at News Desk with you, then onto the National Desk, then…


        (Notices JEFF’s expression.) What?


        JEFF. You gotta stop with that Ebony/Jet Junior stuff.


        YVONNE. You called it that first!


        JEFF. Only once and I was kidding.

		
		    
      
        	
          YVONNE. No, you weren’t…

        

        	

        	
        JEFF (loudly). And… and…

        
      

	  


        

        JEFF. Just… you know… chill out with the honey, baby stuff.


        YVONNE. Wait… wait… wait… You mean quickies in the copy room during lunch are not allowed, then?


        JEFF. You keep kidding around but if you slip up like that around Neil…


        YVONNE. Can I call you Jeff? Is that too familiar? How about Mr Morgan? Or do you prefer… (Saluting and bowing.) Mr Jeffrey Cornelius Morgan the third.


        JEFF. Jesus, you’re in a mood, huh?


        YVONNE. Me? Pull that rod out your ass, baby, I’m not going to embarrass you.


        JEFF. Embarrass me? No, no… That’s not… Yvonne, listen. I don’t want people in our business, alright? You think I’m blowing shit out of proportion.


        YVONNE. Well… I mean…


        JEFF. But I’m not! Racial politics are super fucked up here. Everybody’s afraid to say the wrong thing, walking on eggshells all the damn time. So just chill okay? Neil and Pat are super tight. She doesn’t make a move without him.


        YVONNE. Are they… [fucking]?


        JEFF. No! It’s a mentor, mentee situation.


        YVONNE. As soon as I saw her, I knew she’d be a pain in my ass. Walking out in the middle of my interview…


        JEFF. You gotta let that go.


        YVONNE Do I?


        JEFF. Yes.


        Beat.


        Don’t underestimate Pat, Yvonne.


        YVONNE. You are obsessed!


        JEFF. You know how she fucked me.


        YVONNE. Yes, yes… but that was…


        JEFF. She can organize a protest faster than most people can order lunch so… just… keep your head down and let me know if she ever mentions me or the News Desk, even in passing.


        YVONNE. Alright, baby.


        JEFF gives her a look. ‘Baby’!


        I mean, Mr Morgan. Jeffrey. Jeff. Seriously, what do I call you at work?


        JEFF. She’s gonna bring up that whole perp-walk photo stuff. Just act like it’s all brand new, like you never heard it before.


        YVONNE. You want me to be all angry and appalled about it?


        JEFF. No! I mean… Don’t defend me. Just… I don’t know…


        YVONNE. Oh my God…


        JEFF. Just… fit in.


        YVONNE. Pat really has you shook.


        JEFF. I’m not shook.


        YVONNE. You are.


        (Sincere.) Why?


        JEFF. ’Cause she won’t let it go!


        Beat.


        And neither will my family so…


        Beat.


        Just. Be. Chill. Alright?


        YVONNE. Pat reminds me of my cousin Adrienne. Adrienne would come over to my house, pull on my hair and ask me why I always acted so white. So, I asked my daddy why I acted so white and he told me I wasn’t acting white, Adrienne just acted like a nigger.


        JEFF. Okay… Okay… That’s a perfect example right there. Don’t ever, ever, ever, tell that story to anybody around here.


        YVONNE laughs.


        No one Black. White. Asian. Latino. Biracial. No one. Okay? Yvonne. I’m serious. Ever.


        YVONNE. If Chris Rock said that you’d be rolling on the floor right now.


        JEFF. And… as much as I’d love to, as much as I want to, I can’t just move you over to the News Desk with me. That’s where you’ll end up but it’s gonna take a minute.


        YVONNE. So that’s why you’re stressing? You think I’m gonna hound you for a transfer?


        JEFF. No, no, no.


        YVONNE. Deny you sex? Pout. Yell. That’s what you think of me?


        JEFF. That’s not what I’m saying.


        YVONNE. That offer from the Post still stands. Should I just go work there? You…

		
				    
      
        	
          YVONNE. You asked me…

        

        	

        	
        JEFF. Okay. Okay.

        
      

	  


  

        YVONNE.…begged me to apply for this job.


        JEFF. Begged? No. I said it would be a good fit. I never…


        YVONNE. Have I ever asked you for anything?


        JEFF. No.


        YVONNE. No. And I won’t. Ever. I got this job on my own.


        JEFF. Yvonne. I love you and you can ask me for anything. That rule is some shit you made up. I’m not worrying about you hounding me. I…


        Sees YVONNE is troubled.


        What’s wrong?


        YVONNE. That’s the first time you said it.


        JEFF (playful). It? What? What did I say?


        A moment.


        YVONNE. I love you too.


        They kiss. A moment.


        I know you’re worried I’ll pop off but you don’t have to be. I can handle Pat and Neil. I’ll be down with them
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