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        Thanks for picking up my book! If you want to check out more of my titles and get some free stuff, please visit my author page at www.authorabbyknox.com.

      

        

      
        To keep up with all my latest news and get a free e-book and bonus content, subscribe to my newsletter here.

      

      

      

      
        
        Happy reading!
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      Diana

      

      First thing to know about me? I don’t need an older man with money to solve my problems. And yet, men my own age seem to constantly disappoint, mistreat, and even get me into trouble with the law. My family has helped me before, but I’m determined to stand on my own two feet this time. I’m getting a second job and I’m going to dig myself out of my worries, no matter what it takes. My new boss, however, has other plans. He doesn’t understand that my problems are none of his business, and I don’t understand his motives. He’s going to have to convince me there’s more to him than just a guy with impressive moves in the kitchen.

      

      Leo

      

      Life has been good to me so far. My successful pizzeria is the talk of the town and I have everything a man could need or want. What I don’t have is a good enough reason to show up single to the family reunion. Again. Finding true love is not all that easy when all I do is work. Turns out, I don’t need to try to find it, because when Diana walks into my restaurant looking for a second job, I’ve found my missing piece. Everything about us makes sense, and I’m determined to show her I’m more than just the guy holding the dough; I’m going to be there for her, through thick and thin.
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      Diana

      
      “Mom’s going to lose her shit,” she says.

      I touch my newly dyed jet-black hair as I look back at my sister Chloe on the video call.

      At 25, I’ve always been the black sheep of the family. I may as well own it.

      “Tell me something I don’t know.”

      Chloe laughs, “I will. How about I’m pregnant, and you’re the first to know.”

      I have to try hard not to roll my eyes. “Again!?” I try to sound happy for my favorite sister, but it comes out a little too exasperated. I mean, this is baby number three for her, and my next older sister, Cara, just had baby number two.

      “I can’t believe I’m going to be an aunt five times over,” I say. “I’m too young for this.”

      Chloe clucks at me. “Next time, try, ‘Congratulations, Chloe,’ or ‘wow, I’m so excited to welcome the little one into the family.’ This is what normal people say when they hear baby news.”

      Chloe is the only sister who can speak to me like this without making me want to scratch her eyes out. Cara, the goody-two-shoes of the family, always made me appear extra troublesome by comparison. I came into the world screaming, and I’ve never stopped causing drama. That’s what my mother likes to tell me.

      I have to say, though, after marrying Dad’s best friend four years ago, Cara sure took the focus off of me for a while. I guess I should thank her for that.

      The truth is, I’m excited for Chloe. I love her kids. I’m just sad they’re all in England, and I’m stuck here in the suburbs, still unsure what to do with my life.

      I just can’t seem to stop getting into trouble.

      “At your age, the shenanigans aren’t cute anymore,” Mom said the last time we had Sunday night family dinner.

      Harsh, but she’s right. And she doesn’t even know the half of it.

      I know if I said the word, Chloe would let me stay with her in England and disappear from my problems for a while. But I can’t do that without a work visa. Or with the criminal record I currently have. Fucking Gary.

      Everyone thinks I’m such a rebel, but the truth is, I just keep meeting the wrong people. I attract losers. One after another, men screw me over. Cheat, destroy my credit, get me in trouble with the law.

      “I’m happy for you guys. Really,” I say, grateful for the lag in the FaceTime call that hides the wistfulness in my voice. “As soon as I get my shit together, I’ll be expecting some super-posh hand-me-downs for my own offspring,” I tell her.

      No one knows when that will be. Not even I know when my shit will get sorted out. If I asked Chloe for money, she would help me immediately. And so would Cara. Neither Phillip nor Michael, their husbands, respectively, would bat an eye at the expense it would take to pull me out of my misery.

      Neither would my mom and dad. But those two? If I spilled the whole truth of my situation, I’d have to look at their disappointed faces. My heart can’t take it. Even if the charges against me are a huge misunderstanding of the situation. Mom and Dad didn’t believe me that my grade-school nemesis started a fight by scuffing up my brand new sneakers, because my nemesis ended up worse off than I did. Dad had to write a check to the little fiend’s dad to cover the cost of stitches in the emergency room after I pushed her off the merry-go-round. That incident was the start of it all.

      Then a few years back, when my boyfriend cheated on me, I set his car on fire. Mom and Dad took me in and helped me navigate court appearances. I think they both secretly took my side on that one, for once.

      Time after time, they have cleaned up my messes, quietly accepting that I was at fault. I was a terror at home with my sisters, so why should I be different in school?

      If any of my family members knew the extent to which I’ve gotten myself buried in court fees, lawyer fees, and back rent after this latest incident, they would
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