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​1. Foreword
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Zelensky-Trump Verbal War?: Proxy No More? Open Rupture And Disrespect?

Ukrainian president Zelensky met US president Trump on 28 February 2025 in Washington DC. This was ostensibly to sign a 0.5 trillion dollars Ukraine mineral deal with the USA and to discuss Trump's initiative to end the 3-year-old Russia-Ukraine war as well as Ukraine's need for security guarantee.
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​2. Terrible Row
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The meeting quickly turned into a shouting match and a diplomatic farce.

Is Ukraine a proxy of the USA no more?

Is the rupture between Ukraine and the USA irreparable?

Is the EU taking over this proxy war against Russia?

Is the Ukraine war ceasefire and a peaceful resolution impossible now?

These are urgent questions that need urgent answers.
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​3. Choice Of Language
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Zelensky's biggest mistake was to think that he has mastered enough of the West's language of English, or American, to be able to argue his case against a street-fighter bully's bruising native language.

He had voluntarily given up the important buffer of using his own native language in this crucial negotiation.

Instead, he should have taken advantage of the usual diplomatic cushion and the useful time lapse of translation to compose his thoughts carefully. This would have shielded him from the most vicious attacks and the bullying language used by his hosts.

Was Zelensky too naive or too proud of himself as a trilingualist?

Indeed, super inflated ego and overconfidence have always been the worst inner enemies of powerful politicians
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​4. Fatal Mistake
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This was a fatal mistake that should not have happened at the highest level of diplomatic negotiations.

That is a mistake that even ordinary people will not make in ordinary life or at the courthouse - to argue in a language you are not in full mastery of.

One would usually carry on in one's own native language, whether it is understood or not, or one would seek the help of a helpful interlocutor.

Or one would insist on having a fully qualified interpreter in Court.
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​5. European Arrogance
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Unfortunately, Zelenskys attitude is also the typical arrogant attitude of EU officials vis-a-vis the USA and the rest of the world.

They think that they are so integrated with the West and so fluent in English now that they can argue in English with anyone anywhere in international forums and at press conferences.

They think they are now the torchbearer of western democracy and freedom.

They have forgotten how they were given massive help by the USA in the Marshall plan in their recovery from the incredible devastation of WW2.

Was it any surprise that Trump said on 27 February 2025 that: “The European Union was formed to screw the United States, that's the purpose of it, and they've done a good job of it.”

It seems that Trump realized that well before his brilliant MAGA, there was already a MEGA plot - Make Europe Great Again!
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​6. Europe's War Now?
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Typical of this arrogance was the European Union's foreign policy chief, Kaja Kallas - a former prime minister of Estonia - who was blunt in her comments on that infamous meeting between Zelensky and Trump:"Today, it became clear that the free world needs a new leader. It's up to us, Europeans, to take this challenge."

What does it say about the much touted democracy when unelected officials and bureaucrats in the European Commission can keep saying arrogant things like that without authority? Who gave them the authority to be so belligerent?

Was that what triggered the fateful Brexit?

Has democracy been hijacked by the political elite?

Indeed, if the EU insists on prolonging the Ukraine proxy war without the USA, even NATO may be put at risk.
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​7. Zelensky's Wrong Strategy?
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Clearly, Zelensky was too unprepared, too arrogant and too naive to think that he could argue his case against an adversary who had already committed earlier to end the war quickly.

Even the supposed 0.5 trillion dollars Ukrainian minerals agreement sweetener for the USA was badly handled by him and by his people.

While the US side considered it as finalized and closed, Zelensky seems to think that there is still wiggle room and that there is a good chance he can use it as a shield, a leverage and a weapon to force a security guarantee from Trump.

That was almost sheer stupidity.

Why should Trump compromise when he holds all the cards in this game?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​8. Right Strategy
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Indeed, it has been suggested that all Zelensky needed to do at this meeting was to be polite and thankful to Trump, sign the minerals deal, and get the de facto security guarantee of having the USA locked into Ukraine's mining industry on a long term basis.

But he was self-righteous and greedy, and wanted to legitimize his three disastrous years of bloody war to the watching media, and wanted to force a comprehensive security guarantee from Trump.

That was really trying to do the impossible.

There was no surprise that he failed miserably and devastatingly.
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​9. Biggest Mistake
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Zelensky's biggest mistake in the meeting was in choosing to converse in English, a language that he has been learning since the war started in order to coordinate with his foreign supporters.

While he has clearly improved in his English, this was still not the best way for him to engage in critical negotiations.

Indeed, in trying to go head-to-head and point-to-point in a typical heated argument in rapid-fire fashion at this critical meeting in English, and in trying to be preachy and rhetorical, he was clearly self-deluded and foolhardy.

It all started with arguments about diplomacy.

Zelensky first disputed US VP Vance's comment that "The path to peace and the path to prosperity is maybe engaging in diplomacy. That's what President Trump is doing," and then went on to question the value of diplomacy, arguing Putin had broken past agreements.

Zelensky pointedly asked Vance: "What kind of diplomacy, JD, are you speaking about? What do you mean?"  

Vance replied: "I’m talking about the kind of diplomacy that’s going to end the destruction of your country. "

Vance then added: “I think it’s disrespectful to come into the Oval Office and try to litigate this in front of the American media. Do you disagree that you’ve had problems with bringing people in your military?

"You bring people on a propaganda tour, Mr President ...and do you think that it’s respectful to come to the Oval Office of the United States of America and attack the administration





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
ZELENSKY-
TRUMP
VERBAL WAR?

o
=
D
7=,
>
=
(<b]
=

Proxy No More?
Open Rupture
And Disrespect?





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





