
    Foreword

    When I first began my study of the Book of Revelation, the idea that the notes I was taking would one day become a book was still a distant prospect. My initial goal was simply to gain clarity regarding the meaning of this extraordinary text. Up to that point, I had found no explanations anywhere that truly satisfied me. It was only as some of John’s statements gradually became clear to me that the possibility of publication came into focus. I now wish to share the results of my study with others, even though some questions concerning the future must remain open and the interpretation of certain passages may not be shared by everyone.

    Many commentaries on the Bible are content to provide references to the passages they comment on without citing the corresponding biblical text. I have decided to include the biblical text alongside the passages from Revelation that I discuss in detail. This is intended to give the reader the opportunity to compare my commentary with the Bible itself. As the source text (except in a few specifically noted instances), I have chosen the Schlachter Translation in its 1951 revision and adapted it to the new spelling rules. It conveys the original meaning of the text well and is therefore ideally suited for an interpretation based on it.

    I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of this book. I am thinking in particular of the references to relevant literature provided by my circle of friends. My thanks also go to the friendly staff at the publishing house ges, who, through their professional work, have brought my writings into a presentable and readable form. Last but not least, I would like to thank God for the many small inspirations without which all my efforts would certainly not have led to a satisfactory result.

    Klaus-Peter Laube
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