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Before the Europeans arrived, the American Indian population estimates range from 10 to 45 million people in South America, 10 to 30 million people in Mexico and the Caribbean islands, and 10 to 25 million people in the U.S. and Canada. These estimates go as high as 100 million people in the entire Western Hemisphere.​[1] 


Many of these peoples lived in highly complex cultures with sophisticated knowledge of architecture, construction, urban planning, religious and political systems, art, astronomy, agriculture, metalworking, and the measurement of time. 

In the year 700AD, the great Mississippian civilization was established by a black people migrating up from Central America. The largest pyramid outside of Egypt was (and can still be seen today) in Cahokia, Illinois, near the confluence of the Missouri, Illinois, and Mississippi Rivers, a remnant of the great Mississippian civilization. The Mississippians left thousands of temple mounds and geometric earthworks along the lands of the Mississippi River valleys in settlement patterns so dense that when the Arkansas Archaeological Society recently put all 21,700 sites on a computerized map, it showed a thoroughly settled state by the 1300s. Albert Gallatin, Jefferson’s secretary of the treasury, was the first to write about the great architectural marvels of the Mississippi Valley. He was joined by Henry Brackenridge, an early explorer of the Ohio Valley as far south as Louisiana. “An immense population had once been supported in this country,” he observed about the thousands of geometrically arranged mounds that laced the South. 


But the Europeans were colonial Americans intent on land acquisition. 

“American mythology required a virgin continent and a vanished race.” ​[2] 


By 1950, over 90 percent of the archaeological marvels written about by Gallatin and Brackenridge had been declared valueless and lost to highways, railroads, farmlands, real estate development, and shopping malls. 

How do we conceive of an America that didn’t begin in 1620?

America has been notably uninterested in the people who lived here before the European invasions of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

In the year 750, when London was still historically insignificant, the sixth-largest city in the world (including Constantinople and Alexandria) was Teotihuacan in the Mexico Valley, near what today is Mexico City. 

In the year 800, the Hohokam Culture were irrigating the land that today is Phoenix and building seven-story apartment buildings, while the former barbarian Charlemagne was being crowned emperor of the Holy Roman Empire (which, to quote Voltaire, was neither holy nor Roman). 

The Pilgrims in Plymouth, America’s first permanent colony, survived their first winter only because of the instruction of an English-speaking Indian named Squanto? Did the principles of the Iroquois confederacy influence the drafters of the U.S. Constitution? How did the agricultural products of American Indians—corn, beans, squash—enrich the diet and health of Renaissance Europe? Were there great urban centers in America long before London or Paris were founded? 

The great sites like Mesa Verde and Chaco Canyon in America’s southwest testify to sophisticated agriculture, extensive trade routes, complicated architecture, urban planning, and complex religious and political systems. Their centralized population is estimated at somewhere around 200,000, yet they still have not been included in the narrative of American history.

By the late 1900s, however, a parallel narrative had been constructed by Native American writers. Their refusal to venerate Columbus’s heroism and “discovery” raised a lot of questions: How can you “discover” a hemisphere that has over 100 million people? Why couldn’t the European Christians “see” the Native peoples as fellow human beings? 

Ultimately, in 1992, the sputtering of Columbus’s historic flame was best symbolized by the fate of the modern replicas of his boats. Instead of making triumphant entries into dozens of American harbors, the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria ended up marooned and bankrupt in New York, punctuation marks for the questions of America’s new history. 


In 2012 there were only five Native American entries: Apache, Geronimo, Navajo, Chief Joseph, and Indian summer, in the 5,000 names, dates, and concepts included in the Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, which purported to define all that a culturally literate American should know. Most of us want to know more.​[3] 


A variety of terms interchangeably refer to America’s indigenous populations: “Indians,” “Native Americans,” “American Indians,” “Native peoples,” “indigenous peoples.” The problem of clarity of terminology began with Columbus. He was lost. The people he met were not Indians because he was not in India. But for five centuries since Columbus, the indigenous peoples of this hemisphere have been called “Indians.” They are, in fact, many different peoples and many different nations with many different languages. 

Today the U.S. government recognizes more than 566 separate tribes. Consequently, terminology is in flux. History, usage, and tradition have made “Indian” a widely used term. Indian peoples themselves often use the term “Indian,” as in the Museum of the American Indian, the American Indian Movement (AIM), and the American Indian Quarterly. In the 1980s, “Native American” came into popular usage as a more historically appropriate term but has recently fallen into disuse since, technically, anyone born in North or South America is a “native” American. The important element to remember is that there is no single ethnic group called Indians; there are hundreds of peoples with distinct languages, religious beliefs, ceremonies, and cultural traditions. Using the term “Indian” is no more precise than using “European” to denote an Englishman. 

For purposes of this book, I will be using the generic term of American Indian unless addressing a specific tribe. I will also define North America or America as the area between Mexico and Canada, although in historical reality the borders were artificial. The organizing principle on the ground seems to have been watersheds and river systems.

Despite similarities, the cultural diversity of American Indians remains one of the central characteristics of Native America. All groups of Native people used the rules of kinship to organize their societies, but the rules were not uniform in detail or performance. All had political organizations and systems of governance, but they ranged in character from highly centralized and hierarchical to decentralized and situational. All had belief systems that recognized the pervasive controlling influence of the spirit world, but their means for addressing and benefiting from that power differed widely because groups had varied needs that demanded particular rituals and ceremonies to communicate their wishes to the spirit world.


“The most spectacular example of diversity is language. Linguists speculate that at the time of the European invasion in the early sixteenth century, some four hundred different languages were spoken in North America.”​[4]


Indian populations were dynamic and in constant motion, migrating from Mexico into the Southwest and up the Mississippi River system to Canada and back again; or from Alaska along the California coast and across the Southwest to the Atlantic coast. Shells from the Florida Keys have been found with the Cree in Canada; turquoise from the Southwest has been found in Natchez graves in Louisiana. Trade routes laced the entire continent as far north as Hudson Bay, and a map of known Indian trade routes of the continental United States shows that no region was unsettled. Indian artifacts and archaeological ruins have been found throughout the United States. Sites of great architectural sophistication were located all along the river systems of Ohio, Kansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Illinois, Alabama, Georgia, Texas, Oklahoma, and Wisconsin, as well as the Colorado Plateau region of the Southwest. 


“The revised estimates go as high as 100 million Indians in the entire Western Hemisphere. The variations are based on the interpretation of the numbers of settlements, the duration of the settlement; the areas of land cultivated multiplied by the numbers of people they might have supported. About the only fact everyone agrees on is that there were far more people living in the Americas than was formerly believed or that our history books have told us.” ​[5]


Actions by the rulers of Spain, England, France, and Russia were distant but had particular impact on Native Americans. To use a recent example from the American political system, Indians were not allowed to vote until 1924, but they were expected to register for the draft for World War I. The problems of Indian veterans returning to their reservations after the war caused great dislocations and hardships while at the same time Indian tribes were without means to give political voice to their grievances. 


“The human spirit is beautiful and stubborn at the same time. Resilient yet bending, the flexibility of American Indians is like river canes in the Muscogee Creek tradition that dwell by the rivers, weathering the most vicious storms but rising back toward the sky when all is done. Like canes, Indians have been able to respond and adjust to new situations, mostly harsh circumstances, and they succeed. This acquired flexibility, called adaptation—essential for survival— enabled tribal leaders and their communities to exercise the powerful dual themes of resilience and rebuilding.” ​[6] 


After 400 years of colonized suppression, the indigenous have responded today, but not in the way that those in power thought. Certainly not over night, but within a century’s stretch, the Indian Nations arose from the ashes of near ethnic cleansing.

A total of 566 Native tribes are recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) of the United States as of 2013 (many more are extinct). They have some of the most beautiful and complex cultures known to man. One study could never fully encapsulate each of them, as too many wonders exist to put on the pages of one book. Whether one experiences a powwow or goes to a museum to take in their artwork, he or she cannot deny the proud heritages that reside right here in the United States. From the Canadian to the Mexican borders, Native culture spans both coasts over every inch of our country. Foods we eat and the names of many of our towns derive from the cultures of these proud people. While strolling down your street, think about whom once roamed through your neighborhood years ago. Chances are, many of streets in your town bear the names of these people, yet we don’t know much about their history. Why do we seldom come into contact with the millions of Native Americans who still live in our country? Why are we not given a full understanding of Native history and culture in our schools? What is the history of the Native American, and what constitutes the pillars of their culture? The journey you are about to embark upon will answer these questions and many more you do not even realize yet.

The following pages are a story of nation rebuilding, and Indians reinventing themselves. Answers for a better way of life were desperately needed on reservations. They have worked hard to try to restore their communities and tribal governments. Are they not supposed to? Or, who cares? To Indian people, it does matter that Indians are addressing the problem. These colonized people who seemed on the verge of extinction in 1890 have turned around 180 degrees. They have become major players in some regions of the United States in the early twenty-first century. 

Is it not in money that  Americans measure success? Not all Americans would say this. However, how much one earns annually and how much wealth one accumulates are the believed standards in America, where many people believe that every person's dream is to become rich, powerful, and perhaps famous, and that this yields happiness. Within their own parts of the continental U.S. West, some indigenous communities have become or are well on the way to becoming rich and powerful. 

It is important to understand the impressive progress and the driving forces that have made this possible for the majority of the Indians nations in more or less one hundred years. The Native people reinvented themselves in order to rebuild their nations. 

In this book, we are beginning the exploration of America’s deeper, uncharted history of the American Indian.

––––––––
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In-depth analysis and information on the subjects covered in this book can be obtained through nine other books I have written; called the “Evolution Series”. 

This Series includes the history that has been revised or removed from our Education System to facilitate Socialist indoctrination. 

The detailed book list is located in the “Notes” area at the end of this book.
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1. Ancient American Indian History 30,000 BC to 1400 AD
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History based on written documents only covers roughly the past 5,000 years. Prehistory and history are the interrelated record of human beings; each requires the decoding of different symbols and materials. The evidence of our origins resides in archaeological findings—remains of humans, tools, hearth charcoal, horticulture, pottery, stone structures, cliff dwellings, cave drawings, flints, basketry, and remnants of carved wood.  

Over a million years ago human history started in Africa, considered the “Cradle of Civilization”. Creationism, science or extraterrestrial colonization: I will leave that discussion to the scholars.

History is written by winners—a fact that has been proven in all history books for generations. The real fact is that millions of people were already living in North America when Columbus touched shore in 1492 and the true story of these Native Americans in the last 500 years has not been told in many books.


“For all the Native American tribe diversity that existed, all the people had much in common. Foremost was a reverence for the harmony of the Creator’s works, the web of relationships linking every human to every other human and every human to everything in the natural world:  plant, animal, river, lake, mountain, thunderstorm, lightning or the spiritual world. One theory about why the Native peoples in America never domesticated animals is they believed themselves to be part of the chain of creation in which all living beings, from insects to birds to humans, were equal links. It was a world governed by traditions handed down in
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