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The Easy Explanation of Juz 1 of the Quran 

This book provides a simplified explanation of Juz 1 of the Quran, and is based on the renowned Tafseer As-Saadi. It includes headings and tables to make the explanation easier to understand and memorize. The language is made accessible for readers of all levels, providing clear insights into the meanings of the verses while staying true to the original Tafseer. This approach helps facilitate both comprehension and memorization, making it a useful tool for anyone wanting to study the Quran more effectively.
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​01: Surah Fatiha
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1|1|In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful!

1|2|All praise is due solely to Allah, the Lord of the worlds [Lord of all creations],

1|3|The Most Gracious (towards all His creations in this world), and the Most Merciful (only to the believers on the Day of Judgment),

1|4|The Sole Ruler [Master] of the Day of Recompense!

1|5|Only You we worship [devote our worship to], and only to You do we turn for help (in what only You can do)!

1|6|Guide us (You) to the Straight Path,

1|7|The path of those whom You have favored, not of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of the misguided.
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​The Divine Names and Attributes of Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta'ala)
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Introduction to Allah’s Divine Names
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, we begin by invoking every name of Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta'ala, Glory is to Him, the Exalted). These names are the perfect attributes of Allah, which denote His uniqueness and supreme majesty.
Attributes of Allah


●  The Most Gracious (Ar-Rahman)
Allah’s mercy is boundless and covers all things. It encompasses all living beings, guiding those who follow His Prophets and Messengers. This mercy is infinite, reserved in its absolute form for the pious, while others are granted a share according to their deeds.
●  The Most Merciful (Ar-Rahim)
Allah’s mercy is a defining trait, bestowing His benevolence on all creation. It represents His continuous, active care for His creation, providing for their needs and guiding them through their lives.

​Basic Principle: Belief in the Names and Attributes of Allah

The early generations of the Ummah and its scholars were united in their belief in Allah's names and attributes, acknowledging how they manifest in His creation. For instance:


●  The All-Knowing (Al-‘Aleem)
Allah possesses unlimited knowledge, knowing all things, past, present, and future.
●  The All-Powerful (Al-Qadeer)
Allah is omnipotent, possessing the power over everything in the universe, unchallenged and unrivaled.

Impact of Divine Attributes
All of Allah’s attributes have a direct impact on His creation. His mercy, for example, is not merely a theoretical concept but one that manifests in His actions toward His creation. Every blessing is a direct result of His mercy.
​Praise and Recognition of Allah


●  Al-Hamd (Praise be to Allah)
This refers to the acknowledgment of Allah’s perfection and the praise of His actions, which are characterized by generosity and justice. Thus, Allah is praised in all ways, for His attributes and His deeds.
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​The Lordship of Allah

[image: image]



●  The Lord of the Worlds (Rabb al-‘Alamin)
Allah is the ultimate sustainer and provider for all creation. He is the Creator of all beings, granting them the sustenance they need to survive. Without His blessings, no creature would exist or thrive. All the blessings we enjoy come from Him, and without His continuous support, they would cease to exist.


	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​Attributes of Allah
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	Attribute

	Name in Arabic

	Meaning and Impact


	Merciful and Gracious

	Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim

	Allah's mercy is boundless, encompassing all creation.


	Knowledgeable

	Al-‘Aleem

	Allah’s knowledge is limitless, encompassing everything.


	Powerful

	Al-Qadeer

	Allah’s power is absolute, controlling all things.


	Praise-Worthy

	Al-Hamd

	Allah is praiseworthy for His justice and generosity.


	Sustainer of All

	Rabb al-‘Alamin

	Allah is the provider and sustainer of all creation.
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​Allah's Sustenance: General and Specific
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General Sustenance
Allah sustains all of creation in broad terms. This includes the creation of all creatures, the provision He grants to them, and the guidance He provides, which ensures their survival in this world. His sustenance encompasses all beings, from the smallest to the largest, giving them everything needed to thrive.
Specific Sustenance
On a more individual level, Allah’s sustenance is especially directed toward His chosen friends (the righteous). This specific care involves instilling faith in their hearts, guiding them to strengthen and perfect that faith, and protecting them from distractions and obstacles that might lead them astray. Allah’s guidance in this regard ensures that the righteous are always directed toward good and protected from evil.
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​The Role of the Lord (Rabb) in Sustenance and Guidance
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●  The term Lord (Rabb) is frequently used in the supplications of the Prophets, highlighting Allah’s special care and nurturing role. All requests and needs are placed under His guardianship, emphasizing His exclusive control over all matters.

●  Rabb al-‘Alamin (The Lord of the Worlds)
The phrase indicates that Allah is the sole creator and sustainer of everything. He alone bestows blessings and is completely independent, whereas His creation is entirely dependent on Him for survival and sustenance.
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​Allah's Sovereignty: The Master of the Day of Judgement
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Absolute Sovereignty
Allah’s title of Master (Malik) signifies His complete sovereignty. As the Master, He holds the ultimate power to command, forbid, reward, and punish. His sovereignty governs all aspects of existence, including His dominion over creation and His absolute authority to direct their actions.
The Day of Judgement: A Manifestation of Divine Sovereignty
The Day of Judgement (Yawm al-Qiyama) is the culmination of Allah’s sovereignty. On this day:

●  All creation will stand equal: Kings, rulers, and ordinary individuals will be equal before Allah, awaiting judgment. No one will have power over others; all will submit to Allah's supreme will.

●  Reckoning and Rewards: Each individual will be judged based on their deeds, with rewards for the righteous and punishment for the wrongdoers. This day serves as a full manifestation of Allah’s justice and wisdom.

●  Submission to Allah’s Might: On this day, it will be clear that all power belongs to Allah, and all creatures will acknowledge their dependence on Him. It is a day of absolute reckoning, where the sovereignty of Allah will be fully realized by all.



	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​Key Concepts of Allah's Sovereignty and Sustenance
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	Concept

	Arabic Term

	Explanation


	General Sustenance

	Rabb al-‘Alamin

	Allah sustains all creatures, providing everything for their survival.


	Specific Sustenance

	Rabb

	Allah nurtures the righteous, guiding them in faith and protecting them from harm.


	Sovereignty

	Malik

	Allah holds complete authority over all creation, enacting justice, reward, and punishment.


	Day of Judgement

	Yawm al-Qiyama

	The day when Allah’s absolute sovereignty and justice will be fully revealed.
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​Exclusive Worship and Seeking Help
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The Meaning of Exclusivity
When we say, "You [alone] we worship, and You [alone] we ask for help," the structure emphasizes exclusivity. This highlights that we dedicate our worship solely to Allah, and seek His assistance alone. The phrasing underscores that no one else is worthy of worship or able to provide the help we need.
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​Worship vs. Seeking Help
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●  Worship First
Worship is mentioned before seeking help to show its broader and more general nature. By placing worship at the forefront, it reflects Allah’s rights over His creation, which take precedence over the requests of His slaves.
●  Seeking Help After Worship
Although seeking help is an essential aspect of worship, it is placed after the term "worship" in this phrase to indicate that, in all acts of worship, a believer requires Allah’s help. Without His assistance, they cannot fulfill the obligations or avoid prohibitions.
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​Definitions: Worship and Seeking Help
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●  Worship ('Ibadah):
Worship refers to everything that pleases Allah—both actions and words, whether outward or inward. It encompasses all forms of devotion that align with Allah's will and bring about His pleasure.
●  Seeking Help (Tawassul):
Seeking help means placing full trust in Allah when striving to achieve what is beneficial or avoid harm, and relying on Him for success in all matters. This involves recognizing that only Allah has the power to grant what we seek.
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​The Path to Salvation
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●  Worshipping Allah and seeking His help are the foundational actions for attaining eternal happiness and protection from all forms of evil. These two practices are the only means of salvation and the key to spiritual success.
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​True Worship and Its Requirements
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●  Learning from the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
True worship can only be defined by following the teachings of the Messenger of Allah (Salla Allahu 'alayhi wa sallam—blessings and peace be upon him). Worship should always be done with the sincere intention of seeking Allah’s pleasure, ensuring that it adheres to the principles set forth by the Prophet.
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​Core Concepts of Worship and Seeking Help
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	Concept

	Definition

	Explanation


	Worship

	‘Ibadah

	All actions and words that are done to please Allah.


	Seeking Help

	Tawassul

	Relying on Allah for aid in achieving what is good and avoiding harm.


	Priority of Worship

	Worship is mentioned first

	Allah’s right to be worshipped takes precedence over seeking help.


	Role in Salvation

	Key to eternal happiness and protection from evil

	Worship and seeking help from Allah are the only means to attain salvation.



The Meaning of the Straight Path
"Guide us to the straight path" is a prayer asking Allah to show us the clear, right path that leads to His pleasure and Paradise. This path is the way of truth, involving both knowledge and action. It is not simply about knowing the truth but also about acting upon it. The supplication here is twofold: guidance to the path itself, and ongoing guidance in following that path correctly.
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​Types of Guidance
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●  Guidance to the Straight Path:
This refers to embracing the religion of Islam and leaving behind all other false beliefs and practices. It is the initial step of recognizing and committing to the truth.
●  Guidance When Following the Path:
This encompasses the continuous guidance needed in all aspects of life, both in terms of knowledge and practice, to stay on the right path. This guidance ensures that the believer's actions align with Islamic teachings.
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​Why This Supplication is Essential
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This particular supplication is one of the most concise, comprehensive, and beneficial prayers in Islam. It is essential to ask for this guidance in every rak'ah of the prayer, as it acknowledges our constant need for Allah's assistance in staying on the straight path.
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​The Path of the Blessed and the Misguided
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The Path of the Blessed
The straight path is described as the path of those who have received Allah's blessings, which includes:

●  The Prophets: Those chosen by Allah to guide humanity.

●  The Siddiqeen (The Strong in Faith): Those who are steadfast and true in their belief.

●  The Martyrs: Those who sacrificed their lives for the sake of Allah.

●  The Righteous: Those who live according to Allah’s commandments and consistently perform good deeds.


The Path of the Misguided


●  Those Who Have Incurred Allah’s Wrath: These are individuals who knew the truth but deliberately turned away from it, such as the Jews and others like them.

●  Those Who Have Gone Astray: These are individuals who, due to ignorance and misguidance, failed to follow the truth, such as the Christians and others like them.
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​Tawheed in the Opening Surah
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Although this surah is brief, it encapsulates profound concepts that other surahs do not. It outlines the three key types of Tawheed (the affirmation of Allah's oneness):

	Type of Tawheed

	Description

	Reflected in the Surah


	Tawheed ar-Ruboobiyah

	Affirmation of Allah’s Lordship (His exclusive power over all creation)

	“The Lord of the worlds”


	Tawheed al-Uloohiyah

	Affirmation of Allah’s divinity (Worshipping Allah alone)

	“Praise be to Allah” and “You [alone] we worship”


	Tawheed al-Asma' wa-Sifat

	Affirmation of Allah’s perfect names and attributes (Allah is uniquely perfect)

	“Praise” and the acknowledgment of His perfect attributes
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​Summary Table: Key Concepts in the Straight Path and Tawheed
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	Concept

	Arabic Term

	Explanation


	The Straight Path

	As-Sirat al-Mustaqim

	The path of truth leading to Allah and His Paradise.


	Blessed Path

	Path of the Prophets, Siddiqeen, Martyrs, Righteous

	The path followed by those chosen and blessed by Allah.


	Misguided Paths

	Path of the Wrath, Path of the Lost

	The paths of those who deviated due to pride or ignorance.


	Tawheed ar-Ruboobiyah

	Affirmation of Lordship

	Allah’s exclusive authority over all creation.


	Tawheed al-Uloohiyah

	Affirmation of Divinity

	Worshipping Allah alone and not associating any partners with Him.


	Tawheed al-Asma' wa-Sifat

	Affirmation of Names and Attributes

	Acknowledging that Allah’s attributes are unique and perfect.



Affirmation of Prophethood
The phrase “Guide us to the straight path” implicitly affirms the role of Prophethood. Guidance cannot be attained without the messengers Allah has sent to humanity. The guidance provided by the Prophets leads people toward the truth and salvation, which is essential for following the straight path.
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​Affirmation of Recompense and Justice
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The Day of Judgment
“Master of the Day of Judgement” affirms the concept of recompense. It highlights that the Day of Judgment is a time when every individual will be recompensed for their deeds. The recompense will be based on Allah's perfect justice, as reflected by the very meaning of "judgement." Everyone’s actions will be evaluated, and they will be rewarded or punished accordingly.
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​Affirmation of Divine Decree and Human Free Will
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Balancing Divine Decree and Free Will
This Surah also addresses the balance between divine decree and human free will. The verse “Guide us to the straight path” suggests that humans have free will to choose their path. This directly refutes the views of both Qadaris and Jabaris:

●  Qadaris: They believed that humans had absolute free will, denying the divine will in their actions.

●  Jabaris: They believed humans had no free will and were compelled to act by Allah's decree.


The Surah makes it clear that while Allah's decree is absolute, humans are still responsible for their choices, especially in matters of faith and action.
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​Refutation of Innovation and Misguidance
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Guidance and Innovation
The supplication “Guide us to the straight path” also refutes followers of innovation and misguidance. The straight path is defined by both the knowledge of the truth and acting in accordance with it. Those who deviate from the truth, by following misguidance or innovation, oppose the very essence of this prayer, as they do not act in line with the authentic teachings of Islam.
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​Sincerity in Worship and Seeking Help
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Exclusive Worship and Dependence on Allah
The phrase “You [alone] we worship, and You [alone] we ask for help” emphasizes sincerity in worship. It underlines that worship and seeking help are acts that are directed solely to Allah. It reflects the believer’s absolute reliance on Allah for both guidance and sustenance, reinforcing the need for sincerity in both worship and requests for divine assistance.
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​Core Concepts in Soorat al-Fatihah
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	Concept

	Explanation

	Reflected in the Surah


	Prophethood

	Affirmation that guidance is impossible without the sending of Messengers.

	“Guide us to the straight path”


	Recompense and Justice

	Assurance of recompense for deeds based on perfect justice, on the Day of Judgement.

	“Master of the Day of Judgement”


	Divine Decree and Free Will

	Clarification of the balance between Allah’s divine will and human free will.

	“Guide us to the straight path”


	Refutation of Innovation

	Rejecting the followers of misguidance and innovation, highlighting the need for truth.

	“Guide us to the straight path”


	Sincerity in Worship and Help

	Emphasizing the exclusivity of worship and reliance on Allah for help.

	“You [alone] we worship, and You [alone] we ask for help”
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​02: Surah Al-Baqarah
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2|1|Alif Lam Meem.

2|2|This Book [Quran] – there is no doubt about it [undoubtedly] – is a guidance for those who are cautious (of the punishment of Allah),

2|3|Who believe in the unseen [acknowledge the existence of Allah and believe in what He has revealed], and who establish (the obligatory) prayer (properly) [timely, humbly before the Lord and surrendering to prayer with the soul], and from that which We have provided them [from their lawful wealth], they spend (on the path of Allah, as obligatory and voluntary charity),

2|4|Who believe in what has been revealed to you (O Muhammad) [in the Quran] and (believe in what) was revealed before you [in the books that were revealed to the previous prophets], and in the Everlasting life [in the occurrence of the Day of Judgment, in the existence of Paradise and Hell] they are certain.

2|5|Those [such ones who have all the above-mentioned characteristics] (follow) the guidance (given to them) by their Lord, and they are the ones who have attained success (in this world and in the Everlasting life).

The Mystery of the Initial Letters
The letters that appear at the beginning of some surahs, such as Alif Lam Meem or Qaaf, are not to be interpreted without clear evidence from Islamic texts. While their precise meaning is not explicitly outlined, we must trust that their inclusion in the Qur'an is not without purpose. There is a deeper wisdom behind these letters, although we may not fully comprehend it. Allah revealed them with a purpose known only to Him.
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​The Certainty of the Qur'an
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The Qur'an: A Book of Absolute Certainty
Allah affirms that “This is the Book”—the Qur'an is the definitive, unshakable source of truth. It is the Book that encompasses profound knowledge and clear truth, distinguishing it from previous scriptures. The Qur'an stands as a complete and unambiguous revelation. The phrase “there is no doubt” stresses the certainty embedded in this Book, as the opposite of doubt is unequivocal knowledge. This is essential because guidance can only be attained through certain knowledge, not uncertainty.
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​Guidance: Comprehensive and Unwavering
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Universal Guidance for the Righteous
In the verse “In it is guidance for those who fear Allah”, Allah speaks of guidance that is rooted in certainty. This guidance is not limited to specific goals or purposes but is comprehensive. It is the path that directs believers away from misguidance and leads them to the truth.
The Scope of Guidance
This guidance is broad and addresses every aspect of a person’s life:

●  It is for both this world and the hereafter.

●  It provides clarity on all matters, whether fundamental or trivial.

●  It distinguishes truth from falsehood, sound reasoning from flawed thinking.

●  It offers a path for individuals to follow to achieve success and happiness in both realms.
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​Summary Table: Key Concepts in the Qur'an
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	Concept

	Explanation

	Reflected in the Surah


	Initial Letters

	Letters like Alif Lam Meem are mysterious but have divine wisdom.

	The beginning of certain surahs, such as Alif Lam Meem or Qaaf.


	Certainty of the Qur'an

	The Qur'an is absolute truth with no doubt.

	“This is the Book, in it is no doubt”


	Guidance

	The Qur'an offers guidance that is broad and applicable to all aspects of life.

	“In it is guidance for those who fear Allah”


	Universal Application of Guidance

	Guidance covers both spiritual and worldly matters, offering a clear path.

	Guidance for all people in all matters, both in this life and the afterlife
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​The Role of Taqwa (Piety) in Guiding the Believers
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General and Specific Guidance
In the Qur'an, Allah mentions guidance as something that is available to all of humankind (as guidance for humankind – 2:185). However, the guidance benefits only those who fear Allah (taqwa), as they are the ones who actively accept and implement it. The guidance is universally available, but those who are heedless or determined in their rejection of the truth do not benefit from it. This distinction is important because it demonstrates that guidance is not only about awareness of the message but also about the willingness to follow it.
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