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​1. The Tower That Fell Down
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Leo loved his blocks.

He had red blocks, blue blocks, yellow blocks, and green blocks. Some were square. Some were long. Some were tiny.

One Saturday morning, Leo said, “I will make the tallest tower ever!”

His older sister, Mia, sat on the rug with a book.

“That sounds fun,” she said.

Leo placed one block on the floor. Then he placed another block on top. Then another. Then another.

The tower grew taller.

“It is almost as tall as my chair!” Leo said.

He added a blue block.

Then a yellow block.

Then a long red block.

The tower moved a little.

Mia looked up. “Be careful, Leo.”

“It is okay,” Leo said. “It will not fall.”

He reached for one more green block.

But his hand bumped the side.

Crash!

The blocks fell all over the rug.

Leo stared at the floor.

His face became hot. His hands made fists.

“No!” he shouted. “I don’t want to build anymore!”

He kicked one block away.

Mia closed her book and came closer.

“You worked hard,” she said.

“It fell down,” Leo said. “It is ruined.”

Mia looked at the blocks. Then she looked at the bottom of the tower.

“I think I know what happened,” she said.

“What?” Leo asked.

“The base was too small.”

Leo frowned. “What is a base?”

“The base is the bottom part,” Mia said. “If the bottom is small, the top can fall easily.”

She made a new bottom with four blocks.

“See? This is wider.”

Leo watched.

Then Mia placed blocks on top.

The new tower did not shake as much.

Leo picked up a blue block.

“Can I try?”

“Of course,” Mia said.

This time, Leo made the bottom wider. He used four blocks first. Then he added more blocks slowly.

The tower grew.

It was not as tall as the first one yet, but it looked stronger.

Leo added one more block.

The tower stood still.

He smiled.

“It is working!”

Mia clapped softly. “You learned something.”

Leo looked at the blocks on the rug.

The first tower had fallen.

But it had taught him how to make the next tower stronger.

Leo picked up another block.

“I want to try again.”

Words to Know

tower — a tall thing built upward.
Example: Leo wanted to make the tallest tower.
fall — to come down from a higher place.
Example: Leo thought the tower would not fall.
build — to make something by putting parts together.
Example: Leo did not want to build after the blocks crashed.
base — the bottom part that supports something.
Example: Mia showed Leo how to make a wider base.
again — one more time.
Example: Leo wanted to try again.

Try Again Question

What is something you can try again after it does not work the first time?

Gentle Lesson

When something falls, you can learn how to build it stronger. A first try does not have to be perfect. Look closely, learn one small thing, and try again.
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​2. The Backward Letter B
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Nina liked handwriting time.

She liked the clean paper. She liked the sharp pencil. She liked making lines across the page.

But there was one letter she did not like.

B.

The letter B looked easy when Ms. Lee wrote it on the board.

One big line. 
Two round bellies.
But when Nina tried to write it, something strange happened.

Her B turned the wrong way.

Again.

And again.

Nina looked at her paper. The letter was backwards.

She looked at Mia’s paper. Mia’s B was perfect.

She looked at Owen’s paper. Owen’s B was good too.

Nina put her arm over her page.

“I don’t want anyone to see,” she whispered.

Ms. Lee walked around the room. She stopped beside Nina’s desk.

“May I see your paper?” she asked.

Nina shook her head.

“It is bad,” Nina said.

Ms. Lee sat beside her. “It is not bad. It is learning.”

Nina moved her arm a little.

Ms. Lee looked at the backward B.

“I know a trick,” she said.

Nina looked up.

“Big line first,” Ms. Lee said. “Two bellies next.”

She wrote a B on a small card.

First, she drew one tall line.

Then she added a round belly on top.

Then she added a round belly on the bottom.

“Now you try,” Ms. Lee said. “Do it slowly.”

Nina held her pencil.

Big line first.

She drew one tall line.

Two bellies next.

She made the top belly.

Then the bottom belly.

It looked almost right.

Nina smiled a little.

“Can I try another one?” she asked.

“Of course,” Ms. Lee said. “That is how we practice.”

Nina wrote one B.

Then another.

Some were too big. Some were too small. One looked a little funny.

But one B looked just right.

The bell rang.

Nina looked at her paper. She did not hide it this time.

Ms. Lee smiled. “You kept trying.”

Nina touched the best B with her finger.

“I did it,” she said.

She felt proud.

Not because every B was perfect.

Because she had tried one careful line at a time.

Words to Know

letter — a written sign used to make words.
Example: Nina had trouble writing the letter B.
backwards — facing the wrong way.
Example: Nina’s B was backwards.
slowly — not fast; with care.
Example: Ms. Lee told Nina to write slowly.
practice — to do something again and again to get better.
Example: Nina practiced writing the letter B.
proud — happy because you tried hard or did something well.
Example: Nina felt proud when she wrote one good B.

Try Again Question

What is one thing you can practice slowly, one small step at a time?

Gentle Lesson

A hard letter becomes easier when you practice one careful line at a time. You do not have to make it perfect right away. Try slowly, learn the shape, and give yourself time.
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​3. The Pancake Flip
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Owen loved Saturday mornings.

Saturday was pancake day.

Dad mixed flour, milk, eggs, and a little sugar in a big bowl. Owen stood on a small stool and helped stir.

Round and round went the spoon.

Soon, the kitchen smelled warm and sweet.

Dad poured batter into the pan. A round pancake began to cook.

Little bubbles popped on top.

“Is it ready?” Owen asked.

“Almost,” Dad said.

Owen watched Dad slide the spatula under the pancake.

Then Dad turned it over.

It landed perfectly.

Owen’s eyes grew wide. “I want to flip one!”

Dad smiled. “You can help with the next small one.”

He poured a smaller pancake into the pan.

Owen held the spatula with both hands. Dad stood close beside him.

“Slide it under,” Dad said. “Now lift slowly.”

Owen lifted the pancake.

But his hand moved too fast.

The pancake folded in half.

Then it slipped off the spatula and landed partly on the counter.

Owen stared at it.

The pancake looked like a soft, wrinkly blanket.

“Oh no,” Owen said. “I ruined it.”

Dad picked up the pancake with the spatula and placed it on a plate.

“It is a funny pancake,” Dad said. “But it is not ruined.”

“It fell on the counter.”

“The counter is clean,” Dad said. “And we can still eat this one.”

Owen frowned. “I don’t want to do it anymore.”

Dad turned the heat down a little.

“Would you like to try with an even smaller pancake?”

Owen looked at the pan.

He felt a little silly. But he also wanted to learn.

“Okay,” he said. “A tiny one.”

Dad poured a very small circle of batter.

“This time,” Dad said, “slow wrist.”

Owen waited for the bubbles.

He slid the spatula under.

He lifted slowly.

Then he turned his wrist gently.

The tiny pancake landed on its other side.

Owen jumped. “I did it!”

Dad clapped. “You did.”

At the table, Owen ate the tiny pancake first.

Then he looked at the folded pancake.

It still looked funny.

He took a bite.

“It tastes good,” he said.

Dad smiled. “Sometimes a messy try still makes a good breakfast.”

Owen laughed.

“Can I flip another one?”

Words to Know

pancake — a soft, flat food cooked in a pan.
Example: Owen helped Dad make a pancake.
flip — to turn something over quickly.
Example: Owen wanted to flip the pancake.
counter — a flat surface in a kitchen where people prepare food.
Example: The pancake landed partly on the counter.
try — to make an effort to do something.
Example: Owen decided to try again with a smaller pancake.
breakfast — the first meal of the day.
Example: The funny pancake still became part of breakfast.

Try Again Question

What is one messy try that could still turn into something good?

Gentle Lesson

A messy try can still lead to a good morning. You do not have to do everything perfectly the first time. Slow down, learn one small thing, and try again.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​4. The Shoelace Knot

[image: ]


Maya wanted to tie her shoes by herself.

She had new purple shoes with white laces. The shoes were bright and clean, and Maya loved them.

On Monday morning, Grandma said, “Time to get ready for school.”

“I can do it,” Maya said.

She sat on the floor and picked up one shoelace in each hand.

She crossed the laces.

Then she pulled.

But something went wrong.

The laces twisted together into a tight knot.

Maya pulled harder.

The knot became tighter.

“Oh no,” she said.

Grandma came closer. “Do you need help?”

Maya shook her head. “No. I should know how to do this.”

She tried again.

The knot did not move.

Maya’s eyes filled with tears.

“All my friends can tie their shoes,” she said. “I can’t.”

Grandma sat beside her on the floor.

“Learning takes time,” she said. “Let’s make the knot loose first.”

Grandma gently moved the laces. She did not pull hard. She used slow fingers.

Soon, the knot opened.

Then Grandma brought a big blue ribbon from her sewing box.

“Let’s practice with this first,” she said. “Big ribbon is easier for little hands.”

Maya held the ribbon.

Grandma said a little rhyme.

“Cross the road, 
Make one loop,
Wrap around,
Pull it through.”
Maya tried.

The loop fell flat.

She tried again.

The ribbon slipped out of her fingers.

Maya frowned. “It is not working.”

“You are starting to learn,” Grandma said. “That is different from doing it perfectly.”

Maya took a breath.

Cross the road.

Make one loop.

Wrap around.

Pull it through.

This time, the ribbon made a loose bow.

Maya’s mouth opened. “I did it!”

“You made your first loop and bow,” Grandma said.

Maya looked at her purple shoes.

“Can I try on my shoe now?”

“Of course,” Grandma said. “Be patient with your fingers.”

Maya tried with the real shoelaces.

The bow was not perfect. One side was too long. The other side was very short.

But it stayed.

Grandma smiled. “That counts.”

Maya stood up carefully.

“My shoe is tied,” she said.

At school, one lace came loose before recess.

Maya did not cry.

She sat down, held the laces, and whispered the rhyme.

Then she tried again.

Words to Know

shoelace — a string used to tie a shoe.
Example: Maya picked up one shoelace in each hand.
knot — laces or strings tied tightly together.
Example: Maya’s laces turned into a tight knot.
loop — a round shape made by bending a lace or string.
Example: Grandma helped Maya make one loop.
learn — to get new knowledge or a new skill.
Example: Maya was starting to learn how to tie her shoes.
patient — able to wait and keep trying calmly.
Example: Grandma told Maya to be patient with her fingers.

Try Again Question

What is one skill that you can learn slowly, even if it feels hard at first?

Gentle Lesson

Learning a new skill takes time, and every loop counts. You do not have to do it perfectly right away. Slow fingers, practice, and patience can help you try again.
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