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Introduction

I’m Will Atherton, and in my work as a canine behaviourist, I’ve helped thousands of owners at my academy in the UK, and all over the world, have the happy, harmonious relationships they’ve dreamt of with their dogs.

The dachshund is a global icon, adored and admired by millions of international fans. They’re one of the five most popular dog breeds in the world, and currently the top breed in the UK.

We all recognise that silhouette – and it’s been used by countless brands to sell clothing, stationery, home décor, pet care products and much more. But dachshunds aren’t only loved for their looks or their marketing superpowers. These little dogs are packed with personality. Intelligent, determined, affectionate and playful, they can and do charm anyone and everyone … even if (as their most devoted fans admit) they’re a little – well – challenging, at times.

I know from experience that dachshunds are certainly characters! I’ve worked with quite a few, and they’re playful and engaging – but they also know their own minds.

I admire these determined little dogs – they’re not quitters. My favourite thing about them is their tenacity. They can be brave and loyal, and they’ll always stand their ground. The difficult part comes if – as will definitely happen – a dachshund and their owner have a difference of opinion.

In this book we’ll be taking an affectionate but honest look at the iconic breed. We’ll learn about their history, de-bunk some of the common myths about them, think how to deal with those strong personalities, discover some surprising facts – and finally, ask the question: could life with a dachshund be for you?
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Dachshunds are …
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	Little but loud.
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	Stubborn geniuses.
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	Chewers – they’ll shred toys like a wood chipper.
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	Extremely keen observers. Their eye contact can get quite disconcerting.
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	Loyal – once they’ve chosen you, you have a friend for life.
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	Stylish – those fashion designers knew what they were doing when they picked them.
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	Fearless and fierce. They’re small, but they don’t seem to realise this – or perhaps they just don’t care.




	[image: image]

	On a mission to dig. If they can’t get down a hole, they’ll tunnel under the blankets instead.







History of the 
dachshund

The ancestry of the dachshund may stretch back thousands of years – some even think it reaches back to the Ancient World.

Dogs with distinctive short legs and long backs seem to appear on Egyptian carvings from the Middle and New Kingdoms, thousands of years ago. Some Egyptologists believe they were either household companions or specialised for hunting – showing us that dogs with this body type have been useful to humans for a very long time.

The modern dachshunds, as we know them today, were bred in Germany around 600 years ago. Today, dachshunds are often associated with iconic style or regarded as comical, but they weren’t designed to be pampered pets. They were bred for a purpose that features right there in their name. ‘Dachs’ is the German word for ‘badger’ and ‘hund’ means a dog. They were hunting dogs, and as well as badgers, they also pursued foxes and even wild boar.

Central European badger-hunters captured badgers for sport, and also for their meat and fur. It was a very tough trade, and the jolly-sounding ‘sausage dog’ nickname these little dogs carry today is highly misleading. The term started to become popular when selective breeding caused their legs to grow shorter and backs longer over the generations, making them look like ‘wieners’ or sausages – but badgers are fierce, territorial animals with powerful claws and sharp teeth. Chasing, confronting and fighting badgers underground takes toughness, tenacity, independence and bravery. Small and cute-looking they may have been, but the historic German hunting dachshunds had all these qualities, and their modern-day descendants have them, too.

Germany’s original dachshunds all had smooth coats. But by the early 1800s, selective crossing with terriers had also created longer-haired and wire-haired breeds – smooth-coated, long-haired and wire-haired breeds are the three we are still familiar with today. The first German Stud Book (a registry of ancestry) for the dachshund was established in 1879.

In the nineteenth century, the popularity of the breed began to spread around the world. Dachshunds made it to England by the 1860s, and in 1875 won prizes at the Crystal Palace Dog Show, London. They gained royal seals of approval from Britain’s Queen Victoria and Germany’s former Emperor, Kaiser Wilhelm – both enthusiastic owners – and England’s Kennel Club began classifying the breed by weight in 1877 and by colour in 1878. Dachshunds are officially members of the hound group, and are categorised as scent hounds.

The breed reached the US shortly afterwards and their popularity there grew quickly. The American Kennel Club recognised them in 1885 and the Dachshund Club of America was founded in 1895.

In the early twentieth century, the First World War brought a hit to their celebrity as strong anti-German sentiment spread. The American Kennel Club tried renaming them ‘badger dogs’, and some owners even described them as ‘liberty hounds’ – but despite these efforts, by 1923 only twenty-three dogs with this breed name were registered with the club.

But their cute looks quickly led to a comeback. The year 1935 was great for them, as the extra-appealing miniature dachshund was introduced from Germany to England. In 1972, the very first Olympic mascot was chosen for the Summer Games in Munich – a cartoon dachshund named Waldi with stripes around his middle in the colours of the Olympic rings. Waldi was extremely popular, and the breed was confirmed as a family favourite around the world.



Nicknames 
and slang

The best known of these, of course, is ‘sausage dog’. Dachshunds are also affectionately known as ‘doxies’ – a cute shortening of their breed name.

But are hot dogs really named after dachshunds? Probably not. It’s an urban myth that’s been debunked. The slightly duller truth is that the term ‘hot dog’ likely began as US college slang – and was a joke about what was actually inside some of the sausages that were on sale at the time.




DACHSHUNDS AT WAR
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These brave little dogs were the unsung heroes of both the twentieth century’s world wars.

In World War One, their smallness and speed saw them working as messenger-carriers in the trenches of Northern France and Belgium. In World War Two, their sensitive noses allowed them to scent for dangerous land mines, and to carry out search and rescue work for the US and allied forces.
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The different types 
of dachshunds

There are three different types of modern dachshunds: smooth-haired, long-haired and wire-haired. All three also come in different sizes, with the most common being standard and miniature.

Miniatures are the smallest member of the hound group, and were actually bred for hunting rabbits, whose burrows are even narrower than badgers’ sets are.

There’s a third size of dachshund that’s even smaller than miniatures, which (just to be confusing) is called the rabbit dachshund (or Kaninchen).

Sometimes you might see a ‘teacup’ dachshund advertised, but these don’t exist. Or at least, they only exist in the imagination of someone trying to cash in on the enthusiasm for super-small versions of the breed. If a seller is really unscrupulous, they might be offering a runt (the smallest and weakest puppy in a litter) by rebadging them as ‘teacup’. There have even been cases of breeders mating two runts together in an attempt to produce extra-tiny puppies, or underfeeding a litter to keep them small. It goes without saying that no one should pay money to anyone doing this. A genuine rabbit dachshund is produced by carefully breeding from healthy dogs, and a professional breeder who has done so will be able to produce a pedigree going back several generations.

You might also have heard about the ‘tweenie’ size – somewhere in between standard and miniature. The term is used quite widely, but ‘tweenies’ aren’t officially recognised by kennel clubs.
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The science of dachshunds

The suitability of the dachshund’s long body shape is obvious for burrowing and tunnelling – but what’s not so well known is that they also have loose skin to prevent tearing while they’re navigating tight or rocky underground tunnels.

Their talents for scenting are due to having lots of olfactory (smell) receptors in their long noses. Even their floppy ears have work to do, helping to ‘sweep’ scents from the ground towards their noses.

Twenty-first-century science has now revealed that dachshunds literally have a short-leg gene. This was discovered by scientists at the US National Human Genome Research Institute who found that a single evolutionary mutation caused by a DNA insertion is responsible. Although, sadly, this same mutation causes premature ageing of disc material in their spines.



Dachshunds today

Now, dachshunds are one of the most popular breeds globally, and are among the top ten best-loved dogs in the US.

Their popular image is sweet and endearing (just picture their large eyes and floppy ears) – but their history shows why dachshunds are well known to be feisty. Their high interest in pursuing prey (known as their ‘prey drive’) and enthusiasm for digging can come as a not-always-pleasant surprise for owners who haven’t done their homework.

Appearances can certainly be deceptive when it comes to these cute-looking little dogs. But for owners who understand their needs, they can be delightful, entertaining, affectionate and loyal canine companions.




DACHSHUNDS IN FASHION
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Dachshunds have always been fashion-forward. They were a hit in Parisian high society in the nineteenth century, and favourites of the wealthy and influential American finance dynasty, the Rockefellers. Dachshund owners have always been keen to style them: by the early twentieth century, patterns for crochet coats for the breed were popular with ladies who lunched, and catalogues offered doggy sweaters and raincoats especially sized for sausage dogs.

The iconic dachshund silhouette first featured in a popular textile print in the 1950s – and that was just the start. It went on to become a stand-out motif in both street fashion and high-end catwalk style.
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The year 2016 was the real break-out year for dachshund fashion. Dachshund-themed accessories hit the headlines with the arrival of designer Thom Browne’s ‘Hector’ bag, designed in the shape of his wire-haired dachshund. Starting at $1,740, the bag was aspirational for most, but made the breed a high fashion symbol. Alaïa’s ‘Teckel’ bag (‘teckel’ is the French word for dachshund) quickly followed – then Gucci joined the trend, with dachshund-themed bag charms and card cases, and Hermès brought back a popular 1950s’ dachshund scarf design.

The mass retail sector proved as keen as the catwalk, and today dachshund-themed merch sells out faster than merch featuring any other breed. The sausage dog motif has been used by popular brands Abercrombie and Fitch, Free People and Zara. There are dachshund-shaped bags – notably the ‘Weeny Bag’ – necklaces and brooches … the breed’s appeal is endless.

It’s definitely down to more than just cute looks. It’s all about their personality – dachshunds’ sparky, quirky characters are what create the deep affection and admiration so many people feel for them.
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Dachshunds’ Lifespan

On average, dachshunds live between ten and sixteen years.

Puppyhood

Dachshund puppyhood lasts twelve to eighteen months. In their earliest weeks they grow fast, learning first from their mother and littermates. Their temperament for the rest of their life is being set at this time; while dachshunds are naturally bold, they can end up becoming anxious if they’re stressed-out or overwhelmed at this sensitive stage of development.

Adolescence

For dachshunds, adolescence starts between six and eight months. Dachshunds are ‘chewy’ right from their earliest weeks – but the damage they are capable of doing definitely increases as they get older.

Becoming more mature also brings behaviour changes, including boundary-testing: a dachshund’s feisty, independent nature will definitely make an appearance now (if it hasn’t already).

Young adulthood

A dachshund is full-sized by about one year old. This is the age at which their bones stop growing. Filling out and gaining muscle mass takes a bit longer. The smaller the dog, the sooner they will reach their full size.

But a bit like human teenagers, being adult-sized doesn’t mean displaying adult behaviour. Dachshunds stay puppyish and extra-playful well into their second year. This is also the time when they can be extra-stubborn. No

Prime


Maturity


Senior years




THE WORLD’S LONGEST-LIVED 
DACHSHUNDS
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Health issues









DACHSHUNDS 
ON THE BIG SCREEN
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LITERARY DACHSHUNDS
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