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			Praise for They All Said Amen

			Like a jeweler exposing the depth of beauty hidden within a diamond, Patricia Marks’ deceptively simple stories open up facets present within the New Testament but rarely mined with such insight. Her stories from unheard voices are filled with allusions that reveal these fecund stories to be deeply biblical. We experience Lydia’s baptism in Acts, for example, and the transformation as she comes to know the Christ who understands toil, hunger, and betrayal. With the cleverness of Rahab and the courage of Deborah, these stories bring out treasure new and old from familiar passages. They leave the reader with much to reflect on and a hunger for more.

			The Rt. Rev. Frank Sullivan Logue

			Bishop of Georgia

			Each and every short story in this book is a gem—and like any gem, the more you gaze at it, and turn it over in your hand and gaze even more, the more beauty you will see. Each of these stories about people often overlooked in the Bible is beautiful and evocative, replete with memorable images of grace and love that will immediately resonate with readers, especially those who themselves may feel overlooked. You cannot read this book without feeling lifted up. I highly recommend it.”

			The Rev. Dr. Dave Johnson

			Rector, Christ Episcopal Church

			Valdosta, Georgia

			My dear sister in Christ, you have blessed me for asking me to review your sample stories. I have read these passages before but never thought to put the human side to it, the people that made these stores for us to read and come to love. I could not stop reading them. I have read them several times, enjoying them more and more. I loved each and every story, and I am looking forward to reading the rest of "They all said Amen." I highly recommend this book to everyone who would like to see how that passage actually came to pass from the person it actually happened to. I would give it 5 stars.

			Archdeacon Yvette Owens

			Diocese of Georgia

			In this book we meet a distraught mother seeking to save the life of her sick daughter; a young man giving thanks for his freedom from an illness; a man finding purpose and direction after the loss of his identity. These, and many others, give witness to the power and presence of God in the lives of many. In the lives that we read of here the writer, The Reverend Patricia Marks, has reflected on her history and experience as a Deacon of the church and on the lives of many she has served. She has gone beyond words to give us a picture of lives of faith. Here is a book that speaks of compassion and understanding for all.

			The Rev. Peter L. Ingeman

			The author has a remarkable ability utilizing picture words. This charming instrument allows her to paint stunning images with words by which you will find her writings encapsulating. She takes you on a descriptive journey that is soothing to the soul, mesmerizing, interwoven, and majestic. As she does this so seamlessly, one is reminded of the ultimate expression of love, that of the Cross. Thank you for sharing your visual affect with words; as readers simultaneously gain spiritual inspiration. Hallelujah! 

			Debra Tann, Ed.D.

			“In ‘They All Said Amen: Unheard Voices in the Bible,” Patricia Marks finds full lives behind brief lines from several biblical passages. She reveals the back stories to people who are briefly mentioned in the Bible but whose stories are important in matters of living and faith. People who encounter Jesus but whose names we often do not know. Dr. Marks creates these stories with insight and compassion, through deep biblical study and profound inspiration. Through her eyes, these stories provide insight not only into biblical passages but for our faith and inspire us in our lives. This is a powerful and beautifully written book.

			Dean Poling

			Executive Editor, The Valdosta Daily Times, and author of the novel Waiting for Willie 
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			In thanksgiving 
for my Christ Church Vespers friends 

		


		
			The Prayer of St. Francis

			Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to

			be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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			Introduction

			“Follow me!” 

			Now, there’s an order—one that puts both joy and fear into the heart of the average listener. 

			“Follow me!” 

			What on earth does that mean? Are we, like Peter, called to drop our fishing nets and set off on a challenging road strewn with the rocks of danger and difficulty? What about our families, our jobs, our education? The answer is yes. We are called! Look at Luke 9: 

			As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God. Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:57–62)

			We are called—called to say Amen to the invitation to “follow me.” But the cost of discipleship is high: it is our whole lives. Many of us may wonder whether we are strong enough, worthy enough to follow the Way.

			The Good News is, the Way is universal! The Good News is, anyone, anyone, is welcome, no matter what your position is, no matter where you have come from. We may stumble, we may fall, but we are all welcome to take the path that leads through thick and thin to a glorious awakening. That openhanded invitation is evident when you read Bible stories and focus not only on those who are speaking but on the ones who, like many of us, are standing in the background, listening.

			In the newspapers, at the workplace, in any gathering, it is those who are in the limelight whose words and gestures are remembered and recorded. But the ones who carry the trays of snacks are there too. The passersby in the hall, the assistants, are there. We are there too, and we are listening. Bible stories are like that––they are like real life, with people of all walks of life gathering and events happening. 

			We have been blessed with a rich bounty in reading the Bible: we have learned how to believe, how to behave, how to help. We have been shown, in short, the path to follow. Yet, we are like those questioners in Luke, yearning to join the Way, but worried about our responsibilities. That is why, in looking at a series of biblical accounts of miracles and events, I have given special consideration to those who are behind the scenes. The disciple’s mother, the washerwoman, the curious child, the wedding feast servant—like us, all these
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