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Introduction
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Things are changing, in case you haven’t noticed. Things that used to be old-fashioned, traditional, and  tried-and-true ways are becoming a thing of the past. Old-fashioned holidays of family getting together having fun and good conversation are over. Reality changes: our holidays and their names have to catch up with things!

We are realists, not dreamers.... From the bible we know what happens to dreamers. The Josephs get thrown down the pit and their rainbow-colored coats get bloodied. We don’t believe in happy endings, or even reading to the end of stories to find out  things can turn out well for the dreamers. We don’t get that far. That would take work and time, two things we don’t have, or want to give, to find out what happens to dreams...

Why aspire high when reality is low? Let our names catch up with reality. This work is ahead of its time. It tells it like it is, for this new reality has been here for some time already. Now things are only hastening; the future is coming, and it’s coming fast. This work is to help you adjust, so that you can get on top of things, or at the bottom of things if you prefer, and realize the hidden names of things. You may think that something is one thing because it’s called that. Don’t be fooled! Read ahead for the sneak preview of holidays that are coming to you!
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Chapter I. Happy Division Day!
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We used to celebrate Thanksgiving Day. All the family and often extended family would get together, eat, and readily share about their lives. Not so much anymore. We don’t invite everybody, for we don’t get along with everybody. Who bats a 1000 percent? Or maybe we invite them, but don’t really want to hear from them. Or, maybe we’re present, but choose not to be fully present. Don’t let that bother you; it’s the way things are! Let’s call it Division Day. We don’t need to be concerned about thanks or giving. It’s from a made-up holiday, anyway. The Indigenous people and colonists really didn’t get along. True, Indigenous would help colonists to survive at first, but that was short-lived. Ultimately, division and fighting won out, so let’s call it like it is.

Think of the advantages of calling things like they are. You not only become more factually accurate, you can be more justified in leaving out those pesky family members who are not like us. Who are not as good as us. Who are irritating. With Division Day, we have a built-in justification, the right mind-set. We can rest easy with those we don’t invite,  who we don’t even consider inviting.

Having family come together is a thing of the past. It’s archaic, an anachronism. Why hang onto shibboleths? That’s a fancy word for being outmoded, and no longer being in sync. To repeat, we need to start thinking around this holiday time. Who can we cut out now? Who can we leave behind? Who can we keep safely away? There’s lots of advantages to that. It saves money. You become free of the burdensome past. History, even personal history, is bunk. Better to look to the future, for someone new and better for you! 

Real conversation with old family members is over-rated, anyway. Speaking your mind is for the uncultured. Really, freedom of speech itself is over-rated, unless you’re belittling, putting other people down. Why build up and give thanks for people, for the good that may have done in the past? Inviting those who disagree with you brings so much risk of all the above

You may be hanging onto past get-togethers which were meaningful and where a deep connection was made. Don’t worry if that isn’t happening any longer. You are in the future. You are celebrating Division Day! I’m not sure if that is the best name for it. We are still in the early phases. We could call it Fragmentation Day, or Happy in Your Silo Day. That’s not quite it, but don’t worry. The right name will come to us! It’s no longer the spirit of the holiday, but the downer in the Holiday. The Put-down holiday is coming and in many cases, it’s already here! Happy or not so happy, Division Day!
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Chapter II. Happy Conquest Day!
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Right now, there is a countrywide debate going on between naming a holiday, between Columbus Day and Indigenous Day. Some cities and states opting for the new Indigenous day and some are celebrating both jointly. That’s both a mistake. If we tell history like it is, it’s  neither Columbus nor Indigenous Day. It’s Happy Conquest Day. Maybe a second choice is Happy Empire Day.

First, why give Columbus all the credit? He didn’t do this alone. Perhaps he was the one who officially began it, but it took a lot of conquistadors like Cortes and DeSoto to do the job. It’s more historically accurate to call it Conquistador’s Day. Those were, for those short on history, privately financed entrepreneurs,  the discoverers who searched and ransacking the land for gold and slaves while having the backing of European kings. They were ahead of their time!

The reality is America became an empire which took over and replaced (most of) the Indigenous peoples. We may think that is morally problematic, and it was. But that is why we are here, and we can’t argue with history. Let’s call a spade a spade. Let’s celebrate conquest over others. True, it sounds somewhat bad. And it did create a lot of bad effect for those conquered, such as removal from their land and homes, and death to their way of life and their existence as a people. That doesn’t really matter, however, for we are a superior people. How do we know that? Because we conquered; therefore, we are better. It’s a test for superiority. Who had the better armaments, superior strategy, elastic legal justifications, and ability to discard interfering morality? Some might rate how worthy you are by measures such as honor or moral integrity, but that’s old-fashioned. Don’t let God or such God-beliefs get in the way! We are not looking to the past; we are looking to the future and progress. Conquest opened the door for both!

Welcome to the Empire phase, in case you didn’t know you are in one. That phase of history, in case you didn’t know, is usually about trampling, not elevating people. Don’t worry! We will leave out the uncomfortable details: the men’s hands chopped off, the women abducted and raped, the women and children made into slaves. You won’t need to worry about all that, because you won’t find out. If by some chance, knowledge of that happens to slip in, don’t worry. You have techniques to protect you. Disturbing facts can easily be dismissed with any number of cliché and stop-think measures. 

Then prepare people to some extent for the disturbing facts. Convince people that history is about trampling others, not elevating them. The arc of history moves toward increasing domination and control, not this rainbow arc of justice. Admit it was a mistake to put in the Pledge of Allegiance the late of addition of “justice for all.” It doesn’t work in the broader scheme of things. It’s a waste of resources, when we could be putting more into moving ahead and making faster progress. 

So, let’s just flat out celebrate “Happy Conquest Day.” As long as you’re not on the list to be conquered, you are safe. Just check the list frequently. If you happen to find out you are on the list one day, have a Plan B. It’s always good to have a Plan B, for we know that history is fickle and it’s better to be prepared. For now, for the minute, let’s celebrate Happy Conquest Day!
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