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Praise for Make America Talk Again


“I’ve never been afraid of a few words—sticks and stones, right? Wise beyond his years, Brilyn Hollyhand’s Make America Talk Again is about bringing back real, commonsense conversation in a country that’s forgotten how to talk without losing its mind and trying to constantly cancel one another.”

—Kid Rock, multi-platinum recording artist

“I know firsthand the importance of having tough conversations. It’s something I make a point to do every day in the Senate, so I can deliver results for hardworking Alabamians, and it’s a principle that must continue to be passed on to the next generation. That’s why Brilyn’s new book, Make America Talk Again, sparks an important call to action, challenging a new generation to speak up, think for themselves, and revive real conversation in America.”

—Katie Britt, US Senator (R-Alabama)

“As a football coach, I know you can’t build a winning team if nobody is willing to speak up in the locker room, and America’s not that different. We need young patriots like Brilyn Hollyhand to carry on Charlie Kirk’s legacy of speaking truth and help Make America Talk Again.”

—Tommy Tuberville, US Senator (R-Alabama)

“I know what it’s like to be told to stay quiet for speaking the truth. Brilyn Hollyhand refuses to back down from the iiculture of intimidation, and Make America Talk Again is a rallying cry for anyone who believes truth is worth defending.”

—Riley Gaines, 12x all-American swimmer

“Washington is full of politicians who dodge tough conversations, and Brilyn Hollyhand runs straight toward them. In Make America Talk Again, he challenges Americans to stop shouting past each other and start fighting for the truth again.”

—Sean Spicer, former White House Press Secretary

“I know championships aren’t won by sitting on the bench; they’re won by players willing to step up and lead. In Make America Talk Again, Brilyn Hollyhand is calling a new generation off the sidelines and onto the field of leadership.”

—Bruce Pearl, former head basketball coach at Auburn University

“Brilyn Hollyhand’s Make America Talk Again is a much-needed and powerful call to action for our time. Hollyhand is the bold and compelling voice for his generation with clarity and insight, encouraging readers to engage in the tough conversations our nation desperately needs in order to unite.”

—Barry Moore, US Congressman (R-Alabama)
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To Charlie Kirk

Like most kids in America, I grew up watching your videos. I never dreamed of the day I’d not only get to meet you, but also learn from you, and have you as a guest on my podcast. What I didn’t know that day was that I had met my mentor, who would walk with me through my career, offer feedback after seeing me on TV, text me encouraging Bible verses, and strategize with me about my future. In a business surrounded by vipers, you were a true friend.

I keep trying and failing to wake up from this new world like it’s some bad nightmare. On behalf of my entire generation that you practically raised, Charlie, thank you. This book is for you—to pick up where you finished your race. I hope it would have made you proud.

May your legacy be a long-term revival rooted in your courage for your faith.
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

—Isaiah 6:8 (ESV)
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Introduction



When people stop talking, really bad stuff starts. When marriages stop talking, divorce happens. When civilizations stop talking, civil war ensues. When you stop having a human connection with someone you disagree with, it becomes a lot easier to want to commit violence against that group. . . . What we as a culture have to get back to is being able to have a reasonable disagreement where violence is not an option.1

— Charlie Kirk



My college classmates have learned to write two versions of every paper: one they actually believe, and the “safe” one designed to please the activist in a professor’s clothing lecturing from the front of the classroom. Friends tiptoe around honest conversations in the dining hall because disagreement now feels relationally fatal. Families avoid politics in the living room not because they lack convictions, but xiibecause they fear fracture. We “bite our tongues.” We “don’t want to offend.” We “pick our battles.”

Parents are intimidated. Teachers are warned. Students are graded down. Doctors are pressured. Pastors are neutered. Politicians are threatened. All for saying things that would have been uncontroversial a decade ago: Biology is real, truth matters, and feelings do not override reality.

Every time we make these choices to self- censor, the mob expands its territory. If they can successfully threaten us into silence by screaming at us from across the quad, unfollowing us on social media, moving away from us at the lunch table, and getting the classroom to turn against us, they’re winning.

But courage has never been about applause or appeasement. It’s about conviction. Turning Point USA founder Charlie Kirk lived that truth. He showed up on hostile campuses, stayed until every question was answered, and kept speaking long after it would have been easier to quit. The Left couldn’t outwork him, so they tried to out- silence him. And that is the moment we’re living in now.

Should each of us, looking at the problems of the world around us, grab a bullhorn and scream, dye our hair blue, get a nose ring, march in the streets, shut down a college campus, and burn American flags? Or do we do something a little bit more effective and a whole lot more rewarding? Get off our butts and work.

The idea for this book didn’t come from an overpaid consultant, experienced speechwriter, or some polished marketing team. In fact, they all advised against it and said I had too much on my plate in my first semester in college.

xiii
The seed for this book was planted a few days after President Donald Trump was shot in a field in Pennsylvania. Then, when just more than a year later, my mentor, Charlie Kirk, was assassinated on a campus in Utah, the seed started to grow. That’s why I decided to write the book you’re holding. I couldn’t take it anymore. The screaming. The hatred. The way disagreement stopped being something we debated and started being something we punished. It felt like the country I loved was forgetting how to talk, and when people stop talking, history shows they eventually start doing something far worse. This book is my attempt to push us back from that edge.

It all started when I was listening as Republican National Committee (RNC) staffers older than my parents went around during the strategy call, one by one, pitching themes for each night of the RNC’s convention in July. Every idea was strong. “Make America Safe Again.” “Make America Wealthy Again.” “Make America Strong Again.” They were tested, familiar, clean. They fit neatly on hats, signs, and bumper stickers. No one could argue with them.

Then it was my turn. Without overthinking it, I just said it: “Make America Talk Again.”

There was a pause. Someone finally asked, “What does that even mean?” And in that moment, I realized I had been carrying the answer for a while. I remember saying that I thought it was the greatest problem of our time. That America hadn’t lost its ability to shout—in fact, we had perfected that. We know how to scream at each other online. We know how to cancel. We know how to dehumanize. We even know how xivto assassinate someone we disagree with. What we have lost is the art of talking to one another, graciously disagreeing, and really listening.

America does not need a marketing department to endure. We simply need to start talking to each other again.

This book doesn’t just need to be read by college students, parents, and grandparents who care about the future of America. It needs to be worn. It needs to be lived. If America is going to survive what’s coming next, it won’t be because we learned how to yell louder, click faster, or shoot straighter. Instead, it’ll be because we remembered how to talk again.

America does not have a speech problem. We have a silence problem.

America does not have a speech problem. We have a silence problem. We know how to shout. We know how to go viral. What we’ve lost is the willingness to talk honestly, courageously, and humanely. We’ve forgotten how to disagree without dehumanizing others. How to argue without annihilating. How to look someone in the eye across a table, be a bit angry or offended, and still pass the pie.

Politicians, pastors, and pundits have spent years diagnosing what is broken in American culture. We have written books, hosted panels, posted threads, and argued endlessly about who is to blame. But an ivory tower diagnosis without the offer of a cure or any hope becomes just another talking point and a reason to unfollow someone. At xvsome point, conversation has to move from analysis to action. And that point is now.

To my peers who are reading this, we all know the America we’ve been handed is not the same America that our parents and grandparents grew up in. And while we did not create the problem, it seems that all we have the courage to do is to complain. When are we going to do something? When are we going to refuse to tuck our tails between our legs and pretend to be liberal while writing an essay to get a better grade? When are we going to speak up in the dining hall when our friends beat up on America without biting our tongues to stay popular? When are we going to run for office instead of screaming at our current legislators?

I’ve never been a math guy—never have been, never will be. The truth is, once you walk out of your high school doors, you can probably live the rest of your life without touching algebra again. You might never write another essay or run another chemistry experiment. But there’s one subject you don’t get to opt out of: government. Whether you pay attention to it or not, it shapes your taxes, your freedoms, your opportunities, and the rules you live under every single day. You can ignore politics, but politics will never ignore you.

I don’t believe in coincidences. I just don’t. I don’t know everything. I recently graduated from high school, for goodness’ sake. But what I do know is these “God winks,” these “random” moments of courage and hope that bring cultural transformation, are all part of God’s plan. God put us here, xviin this country, right now, in its 250-year history, like he told Queen Esther, “for such a time as this.”1

If you like hope and freedom, you should love America, because that is the whole point of this thing we call “the American experiment.” If you like hope and freedom, how you live should matter. What you say should matter. What you do should matter.

I know what you’re thinking. Where do we start? As simple as possible. Talking. That is why this book exists.

Talking is not yelling. Talking is not performative outrage. And the power of talking is highlighted well in Ronald Reagan’s charge that “all great change in America begins at the dinner table.”2 But most importantly, talking is recognizing that even someone you believe is deeply wrong is made in the image of God and is deserving of dignity, patience, and kindness—and if you have the guts, maybe even a bit of conversation.

Charlie’s warning that “When you stop having a human connection with someone you disagree with, it becomes a lot easier to want to commit violence against that group”3 has become my assignment, and it is far more important than any work a professor might assign me.

Revival rarely begins in Congress, on cable news, or inside a university lecture hall. It begins when ordinary people decide to have the conversations the world tells them to avoid. It begins when someone becomes the first voice in a room full of silence.

xvii
During my junior spring break in high school, I found myself boarding a plane headed south, farther than I had ever been from home, on a mission trip to Ecuador. At the time, I didn’t fully understand why I felt such a pull to go. I just knew that something inside me said I needed to say yes. Not because it was easy or comfortable, but because obedience rarely is.

Ecuador was beautiful in a way that photos don’t capture. The air was heavier, the colors sharper, the pace of life slower and more deliberate. We served in communities where basic needs weren’t guaranteed, places where families worked hard just to make it through the week, and where faith wasn’t discussed in abstract terms but lived out daily. We helped run a church camp, we served meals, and we listened more than we spoke. And for the first time, I realized how small my world had been and how big God’s was.

One afternoon during the trip, standing in the middle of a dusty road surrounded by people whose language I barely spoke but whose humanity I deeply understood, familiar words from the Bible came to mind, this time with a clarity I had never experienced before: “Here am I. Send me!”1 It was a moment of calling for me, or at least one in which I embraced my calling.

God wasn’t asking for credentials or experience. He was asking for availability. For willingness. For a heart that would say “Yes” even before knowing the outcome.

That moment began to rewire something in me. I realized that God’s call isn’t limited by geography, age, or platform. xviiiThe same God who sends missionaries across oceans is the God who sends young men and women into classrooms, corporations, campuses, and cultures that desperately need truth spoken with courage and grace. Ecuador didn’t just teach me about service; it taught me about mission, that obedience often starts with stepping into the unknown, and that faith means moving before the path is fully lit.

When I came home, nothing about my surroundings had changed, but I had. I no longer saw my calling as something reserved for “someday” or “someone else.” I understood that if I could say “Here am I” in Ecuador, I had no excuse to avoid saying it back home in the Bible Belt. In my school. In my family. In my work. In my generation. In a culture increasingly hostile to truth but starving for meaning. The ends of the earth weren’t just overseas; they were right in front of me.

That trip didn’t give me all the answers, but it gave me something better: a conviction that my life is not meant to be spent avoiding discomfort or chasing applause, but responding, again and again, to the same simple question God has been asking for thousands of years: “Whom shall I send?” And every time I’ve stepped forward since then, whether onto a stage, into a debate, or into a moment that required courage, I’ve carried Ecuador, and the quiet roar of God, with me.

Every one of us has a sphere of influence, a classroom, a workplace, a friend group, a dinner table. And those places become battlegrounds when truth grows unpopular. The question is not whether you have influence. The question is xixwhether you will use it to protect your comfort zone or fulfill your calling.

Jesus, the greatest man who ever lived, loved well, challenged hypocrisy, gave dignity to women and children in a time and place that overlooked them, and saved us from ourselves. He showed us the path forward, and He made sense of the past. He did many things—in fact, so many that one of the biographers of Jesus recorded in the Bible that “This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.”1

But one thing Jesus never did was allow neutrality. He spoke to Matthew the tax collector and Simon the violent extremist, men who should have been enemies, and told them to follow Him.2 Jesus was at work doing what He saw His Father in heaven doing. But it was up to Matthew and Simon to choose to join Him. The same is true of you and me.

You see, to make a difference in the world, we have to discover, embrace, and live in the truth. And today, the truth is that most people just refuse to talk to each other anymore.

Conversations have become combative. We are afraid of debating ideas with friends and family because it will be awkward, and we might learn we are wrong, or worse, get canceled. Our fear is making us lonely while, at the same time, making us louder than ever. To overcome this, we have xxto have the courage to be unimpressive, to just be ourselves. We have to muster the humility to listen and learn. And if, in the end, we think the other person is so wrong that it makes our heads spin, we should be able to disagree well, say “Please” and “Thank You,” shake hands, and go our separate ways. And we really, really need to stop screaming.

In the coming pages, I want to introduce (or remind) you to the wisdom of the American Founders, the wit of some of my favorite critics, and the words of leaders who care about you, me, and civil discourse. You’ll read about my experiences as a college student in America, not so you can watch me live, but so you can learn a little bit more about the phenomenon that is Cultural Marxism (that devious, self- serving power grab rooted in the lie of “systemic inequality”) and how its foothold in academia is spreading to every part of America. And throughout it all, I want to keep pointing you toward courage. Courage for truth. Courage for conviction. Courage for conversation. And I want to encourage you to consider the value of what Charlie said when he was asked how he wants to be remembered: “I want to be remembered for courage for my faith.”4

On one of his final radio broadcasts, Rush Limbaugh, the godfather of conservative talk radio, delivered a message that felt less like commentary and more like a charge to the country he loved. Battling cancer and fully aware his time behind the microphone was coming to an end, he told his audience something simple but defiant: “It is never going to be time to panic . . . because we’re not going to give up on America.”5 Rush reminded listeners that the American story has always been written by people who refused to surrender xxito decline. Empires fade when citizens lose faith in themselves, but America survives when ordinary people choose to stand up, speak out, and defend the ideals that built it. Even in one of his final moments on the air, Rush didn’t sound defeated. He sounded determined. His message was clear—as long as Americans still believe in this country and are willing to fight for it, the story of America isn’t over. It’s still being written.

Rush understood something many people today have forgotten: America doesn’t collapse because people disagree. America collapses when people stop talking to each other altogether.

If America is going to survive, we have to learn how to talk again.

If America is going to survive, we have to learn how to talk again. Not perform. Not posture. Not scream. Talk. That is what this book is about. And that is where we begin.




	1. Esther 4:14.

	1. Isaiah 6:8.

	1. John 21:24–25.

	2. See Matthew 9:9–13; 10:4.
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Part I What We Lost
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Chapter 1 When Conversation Became Combat



Every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle.1

— Thomas Jefferson



Americans are not silent because we have nothing to say. Instead, we stay silent because we’ve been indoctrinated to believe speech is dangerous.

We don’t suffer from a lack of speech in the technical sense. We are surrounded by words, flooded with noise, and drowning in opinions that never seem to shut off. Every screen is filled with commentary, every timeline moves at a pace no human was designed to process, and yet beneath it all, there is 4a growing quiet that should terrify us. Not the quiet of peace or reflection, but the quiet of hesitation—the quiet of people who know what they want to say but have learned, often the hard way, that saying it out loud comes with consequences they are not sure they can afford. We didn’t lose our voices overnight; we surrendered them one awkward moment at a time. This is the silence that defines our moment.

It is the silence at the dinner table when politics come up, and everyone pretends they are suddenly very interested in passing the cornbread. It is the silence in classrooms when a professor makes a sweeping claim and students stare at their notebooks, not because they agree, but because they know disagreement will cost them. It is the silence in offices when coworkers exchange glances that say, “Don’t go there,” because they have all seen what happens to the person who does. It is the silence online when people watch lies spread unchecked and tell themselves it is wiser to stay out of it.

We are told this silence is maturity. We are told it is strategic. We are told it is the price of living in a pluralistic society. But none of that is true. This silence is not wisdom. It is fear that has learned how to sound reasonable. And fear, no matter how politely dressed, always produces rotten fruit. Silence doesn’t protect you; it delays the moment you’ll be forced to speak without preparation. And this default position toward silence comes to us, I think, because we all subconsciously agree with the sentiment of Mark Twain: “We like a man to come right out and say what he thinks, if we agree with him.”2

5
During this past spring semester, I committed to speaking at ten universities’ Turning Point USA chapters, and everybody around me told me how dangerous it was: my family, my friends, and my security team. All I kept hearing from everybody was, “You can still cancel,” “Nobody will blame you for staying home,” and “Have you lost your mind?” I’ll be honest, the severity of it didn’t sink in until the first stop at the University of Arkansas, when armed campus police met me on the tarmac to sneak me past the protesters and into the lecture hall.

All the stops went off without a hitch. They all had protestors. A few drew pretty chalk pictures of my head getting blown up, others held kindly worded signs telling me “You’re next” with a picture of my assassinated friend, and some got in line at Q&As to debate why I hurt their Lgbtqia+ friends’ feelings. And none of it got to me until Clemson University.

It was already a super chaotic campus stop. I had an exam that morning, a grilling interview with the New York Times, and a not-so-flattering photoshoot with New York Magazine. So, by the time I waited outside the door to walk into the lecture hall and do the Clemson stop, I was exhausted and still had a speech, Q&A, meet and greet, and 8:00 a.m. class the next day ahead of me.

The speech went off without a hitch. I could hear some protestors outside, but they used their bullhorns, and I used my inside voice and had conversations while they screamed obscenities. After I started the Q&A, we got to a student who wanted to talk about one of the hot-button issues on the news that day. As we both respectfully went back and forth, 6after I answered one of his follow-ups, I paused to turn to the audience and said, “Look! We both disagree, but what we’re doing is called civil discourse. Adults should try it sometime. He hasn’t screamed or shot me.” And just at that moment, he stood up and said, “Well, not yet.” I remember security looking over at me and motioning to the door, but I shook my head. When the audience quieted down from their gasps, I took the next question.

People who stay quiet today don’t avoid conflict tomorrow; they inherit a worse tomorrow with fewer options and higher costs. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote from the Birmingham Jail, “We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the hateful words and actions of the bad people but for the appalling silence of the good people.”3 This sentiment alone dismantles one of the most comforting lies we tell ourselves— that staying quiet is somehow morally neutral. History doesn’t fall apart because evil suddenly becomes persuasive or intelligent. It falls apart because ordinary, decent people convince themselves that speaking is dangerous, impolite, or not worth the cost. Silence does not pause injustice. It participates in it. It allows lies to harden into norms and corruption to settle into institutions without resistance. And that is precisely why silence has always been tyranny’s most reliable accomplice: it looks reasonable, sounds mature, and feels safe, right up until the consequences arrive.

President Ronald Reagan understood this erosion at a generational level. In his inaugural address as California governor, he warned Americans that freedom is never automatically passed down from one generation to the next; it must be “fought for, protected, and handed on,”4 or else 7it disappears quietly while people assume someone else will defend it. Reagan wasn’t predicting tanks rolling down Main Street. He was diagnosing complacency, just like King was in that jail cell—the slow decay that happens when people mistake peace for permanence. Freedom doesn’t usually collapse in a dramatic moment. It fades when citizens grow silent, distracted, and comfortable, only realizing what they’ve lost after they’ve forgotten how to defend it, kind of like understanding and defining what it means to be a woman.

Scripture does not treat words lightly because words are never neutral. From the beginning, God created with speech. He brought order out of chaos by His spoken word. Light exists because it is spoken into existence. And throughout the rest of Scripture, words mark the dividing line between obedience and rebellion, courage and cowardice, faith and fear. The Book of Proverbs in the Bible is blunt because the author, King Solomon, understood human nature better than most modern psychologists ever will. Death and life are in the power of the tongue, not because words float in the air disconnected from reality, but because words shape the direction of our lives long before actions ever do.


Silence Is Not Safe

Safety has become the god of modern America. We worship comfort, bow to approval, and sacrifice truth on the altar of not being bothered. And then we act shocked when lies move faster than truth.

You don’t have to explain to me that speaking out is scary. I’ve lived it in ways most people hopefully never will. I’ve had strangers send







Violence Unleashed












	A man can never be a woman.

	Cultural Marxism is devastating humanity.

	Voluntary abortions are murder.

	Climate change activism is about controlling behavior.

	Human nature is inherently evil.

	Porn is destroying women, men, girls, and boys.

	Social media makes bullying easier.

	Politicians are complicit in widespread financial fraud.

	Christianity produces the highest form of human flourishing.

	DEI is the opposite of freedom.

	Islam is not compatible with Americanism.

	Lgbtqia+ is a mental illness, not a birth defect.
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Violence Indoctrinated




16







Responding to the Violence
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	1. Romans 12:10.

	2. Galatians 5:26.

	3. Hebrews 10:24.

	4. Galatians 5:22–23.
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