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All rights reserved.

© Cover Design  

Deepak Gupta asserts the moral right to be identified as the author of this book.

This book is partially a work of fiction. The names, characters, and incidents portrayed in it are the product of the author’s imagination. Any resemblance to an actual person, living or dead, or events or localities is entirely coincidental.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

The moral right of the author has been asserted.
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Price is what you pay. Value is what you get.  


-Warren Buffett
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AS A WRITER, I BELIEVE writing is tough but it’s the art of a disciplined writer. When we write a book of different genres, we build the expectations of having a good source of income and high goodwill for our everyday work, but potential & existing customers have expectations too. If we always decide in our opinion, things will fall differently on the one side.  We have seen the good writers who write better but find it painful to sell even a single copy. Writing is hard but selling a book to readers is hard too. Most of the self-published authors have the idea of publishing but a little information on how to set a competitive price for their ebooks which can sell efficiently in the long run. Every good has a product life cycle but the best goods have a long-life cycle. The challenge is, we have to set the price in which we get good profit, and readers don't feel cheated. A reader can purchase a popular book at a high price but why a reader should spend his hard money on a new author’s book for a high price but that doesn't mean the new authors can’t sell books at high prices. Everyone has access to the self-publishing platform and has great freedom, but good freedom leads to good responsibility.   To sell more we have to think like a reader. Most of the authors’ and Self-publishing platforms have freedom of setting price for ebooks. They market their books well and people get aware of it but still, the sales show less response. It happens when readers find the book attractive but fail to convince their mind to purchase it instantly. And I think that's not how a writer can sell a book in the long run. 
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​The Miracle of Amazon KDP and Google Play Books
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WE HAVE TWO MOST POPULAR platforms Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) & Google Play Books which sell the highest number of ebooks in the world. A writer’s expectation becomes high when he sees such platforms and experiences people are earning more by selling the ebooks but becomes hard for them. I'm talking about the readers who purchase the ebooks independently without any biased nature and not the ones who exchange ebooks for a review. To be a writer in the 21st century, a writer has to be a good marketer too and, in my opinion, content and price are the most significant part of any ebook. Our book is best, but a good reader will never purchase until he finds it as a good deal. Millions of books are already available as substitutes and we have a single chance to convince the readers in silent marketing form. Amazon and Google ebooks have great coordination of grabbing the author's attention and confuse them too. Let's get dig into the real pricing system of both the platforms.

Amazon and Google both are wonderful platforms to sell your ebooks in the long run but setting prices can be a game of mind-blowing strategy. Being a writer, I understand the pain of promoting a great book at a less price but if we think from the customer’s point of view, we can sell more books at a less price. 
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FIRST OF ALL, we have been in the Self-Publishing industry since 2015, and trust me we have learned, win and, lost a lot. The Pricing System of Amazon is extremely clever in every country. Some days we thought we were winning but the game started afterward.

Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing has certain marketplaces for which it provides Royalty to the authors.  In a Royalty Plan, a writer has two options, whether to go for 35% Royalty (List Price: 100 then Royalty: 35) or 70% Royalty (List Price: 100 then Royalty: 70). A writer can go for only one. Now of course the writer will go for 70% Royalty program but there's certain exclusivity attached to the program. It means if you go for 70% Royalty plan then you have to publish your ebook only on Amazon Kindle. Writers aren't allowed to publish the same ebook to any of the other platforms if they choose 70% Royalty program. Don't try to cheat Amazon, it will find you and punish you in the form of banning the KDP account for the whole life or block the particular book. Don't try to find loopholes but to look for the strategy keeping eye on Amazon Terms & Conditions. 

70% Royalty Program

When a writer goes for 70% Royalty Program, he has three restrictions:

1. A writer has a minimum limit to set the list price of a particular ebook on certain marketplaces. The details are as follows:

Amazon.in: The Price must be between 99 INR and 449 INR to be eligible for 70% royalty for sales on Amazon.in.

49 INR to 99 INR but 35% Royalty (Amazon has the strategy to encourage writers to write long and better quality books to opt for 70% Royalty Program to get earn high royalty and exclusivity of their ebooks). Writers can set a maximum of 10,999 INR Price for their ebooks.

Amazon.com: Must be $2.99-$9.99 USD

Amazon.co.uk: 1.77-9.99 GBP

Amazon.de: 2.69-9.99 EUR

Amazon.fr: 2.69-9.99 EUR

Amazon.es: 2.69-9.99 EUR

Amazon.it: 2.69-9.99 EUR

Amazon.nl:2.69-9.99 EUR

Amazon.co.jp: 99-20000 JPY

Amazon.com.br: 1.99-400 BRL

Amazon.ca: 2.99-9.99 CAD

Amazon.com.mx: $34.99-149.99 MXN

Amazon.com.au: 3.99-11.99 AUD

2. Amazon Kindle has the most popular and clever plan to get an author’s ebook exclusively on the KDP platform. Amazon uses this strategy to get more traffic on its platform through certain popular authors like JK Rowling, Chetan Bhagat, Amish Tripathi, Ruskin bond, and many reputed authors. The program is known as KDP select in which the writers’ books get enrolled in it and they get money for pages reading by people. The pages read system based on KENP (KINDLE EDITION NORMALISED PAGES) and get automatically shown in real- time in the author's account. As we have been observing KENP since 2015, we can say the authors’ get 100 INR for 1000 pages read. You can convert it into your currency as per your suitability. 

3. If you enroll for 70% program then the same title must not be published anywhere else in Digital Format. Amazon is too strict for its guidelines as ignore of law is no excuse. This is 90 days program with the benefits of Kindle Countdown Deal and Free Book Promotion for five days in the given period. After the expiry of 90 days, the writer can decide again whether to go for 70% or 35% Royalty program. Now why an author goes for 35% program if he has already the 70% program, yes there are the reasons which we will understand in the next chapter.

35% Royalty Program

If an author chooses the 35% Royalty Program, then he can publish ebooks on Amazon Kindle for lower prices than he could do in 70% Royalty Program. Under this, the authors can also publish the same ebook on other platforms like Google Play Store, Barnes & Noble, Smashwords, Apple iBook’s, Lulu Publishing, and many more authentic publishing platforms. It means if the list price is 100 INR then the author will get 35 INR as Royalty, but his books can be published on other platforms too. Amazon uses this strategy to promote and encourage readers to enroll in Amazon KDP program. It's like tempting authors to publish their books exclusively on Amazon Kindle if they want high royalty (70%) from their ebooks. Most of the popular authors choose to publish on other platforms and you can choose it too if you have popularity and power to sell ebooks on other platforms too. If you don't have sales on other platforms, I recommend you to enroll in the KDP program to get the highest Royalty. 

The minimum setting prices for the ebook on KDP 35% Royalty program are as follows:

Amazon.in: 49 INR

Amazon.com: $0.99

Amazon.co.uk: 0.77 GBP

Amazon.de: 0.89 EUR

Amazon.fr: 0.89 EUR

Amazon.es: 0.89 EUR

Amazon.it: 0.89 EUR

Amazon.nl: 0.89 EUR

Amazon.co.jp: 99 JPY

Amazon.com.br: 1.99 BRL

Amazon.ca: 0.99 CAD

Amazon.com.mx: $11.99 MXN

Amazon.com.au: 0.99 AUD

The Benefits of 35% Royalty Program:

1. As you can now publish on other platforms too so there are no restrictions to choose the number of other publishing platforms. More platforms you have, more sales you can generate, and the probability of sales will be higher. Go for this program, when you are sure about it because there are certain losses that we discuss in the topic of Price Matching.

2. The authors can get better popularity and reach on other platforms too. Readers have their choice of purchasing ebooks from their favourite platform. The authors will get more visibility on other platforms through Google Search Engine Optimisation. The Better reach we provide, more readers will approach us.

3. The writer can set low ebook list price but will get only 35% royalty. Moreover, low prices can attract more readers if your books have a higher value as compare to low prices. Like on Amazon.in the author can select a minimum of 49 INR which is especially useful for short reads of any genre. People love to spend less to get more value. If any writer can do that, then it will be beneficial for all the participants.

4. Most of the readers read long novels but many readers love to read short self-help reads and stories. In Self-Publishing, the author can write more ebooks and get more sales with the 35% royalty program. 

If you go for 70% Royalty program on Amazon, then don't publish your e-book on other platforms because Amazon has a unique system to detect, search, and dig out your ebooks and if they find violation then the writer can be in trouble. As when you register on KDP publishing, Amazon asks for PAN (Permanent Account Details) card details, and our such details are unique so there's no way to come out if you do violation in their program. So be aware. Study the guidelines carefully.
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