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​Introduction

Remember when you first made the decision to set up a website?
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If you're like most people you were excited to finally be able to tell the world all about yourself.  You probably imagined:

	Prospecting on auto pilot, with lead after qualified lead coming in

	Ranking #1 with SEO for your market . . . heck, for even the entire world

	A one-stop site for people to see what you're all about . . . and maybe a website to sell your products or services and much more!

But then, you woke up from your dream and reality set in . . . 

The reality was, the cold hard truth was, that you didn't know the first thing about WordPress websites, and didn't have the foggiest idea of where to start.

If any of this sounds familiar, the first thing I would say is not to be too hard on yourself.  After all, you did know that 'WordPress' was the best and first choice for blogging and websites.

Here's a recent graphic for the search phrase 'WordPress websites':
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I mean seriously, can 81,500,000 million people be wrong?

No, of course they can't!

Now that you now that you're in good company in choosing WordPress for your website, you should also know that there's no reason to feel bad around not knowing exactly what to do with your website . . . and specifically, how to choose a free or premium theme for your site.

Here's a recent graphic for the search phrase 'How to choose a free WordPress theme':
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Wow!

So if you thought you were in good company with almost 81.5 million people choosing WordPress for their website, you're in even better company with 107,000,000 people searching for a free WordPress theme!

But, and this is an important 'but', choosing a free WordPress theme is one thing . . . but choosing the RIGHT free WordPress theme is something else all together.

And that's why How To Choose A Free WordPress Theme will be such a useful tool for you.

In the 20 minutes that it might take you to read this book, you will learn:

	How to choose the free (or premium) WordPress theme that's right for you

	How to avoid the common, costly, time consuming SEO mistakes that others make

	The importance of color, graphics and type style

	How to 'think outside the box' when it comes to setting up your site

	How to set yourself apart from your competition

	Go-to resources for domain names, hosting, plugins and more . . .

So let's get started . . . .
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Part 1

​Things To Think About When Choosing A FreeWordPress Theme

If you're just starting out on your WordPress website project, it's a good idea to begin with a free WordPress theme.
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Your best place to look for a high-quality, free theme is WordPress.org located at http://WordPress.org.

This is a good place to find a free theme because almost everyday there are new and updated free WordPress themes added to the site.  Even though the themes are free, most of them are very good quality because the theme designers are looking for a place to show off their work.

Sometimes the theme designers will limit the features on the free version of their themes, and some of the time they will offer a free theme out of many other themes that they have for sale.

Either way, you win.  You can try out a good, quality free version and if you like it then you can upgrade the premium offering, when and if you are ready.

––––––––

How To Find A Free WordPress Theme

On the WordPress.org site you'll find more theme choices than you can

probably imagine.

You can sort WP theme options by color, columns, width, features, subject

and a whole lot more.

When you first visit the website the choices may seem overwhelming.  The best thing to do is to set aside an hour or two and browse through the free WordPress themes.  Make notes of what you like and don't like, and of what your impression is of the free WP theme when you see it for the first time.

But how do you know if what you're looking at is good?  

That's a valid question, since just because you like something doesn't mean your website visitors will think the same way.

Tips On Choosing A WordPress Theme

The fact is that different people have different tastes.  Because there are so many choices out there for both free and premium WordPress themes, it's important to have some sort of checklist to make sure that you're comparing "apples to apples" so to speak.

Here are some useful tips to keep in mind when looking for a free WordPress theme:

#1 - First Impression

What is your immediate impression when you see the theme for the first time?

Ask yourself, Does it project the image that you want your business, product or service to have?

Or is there too much of a disconnect between the WP theme and what your business is all about?

Remember when I mentioned that there are a lot of good free WordPress themes out there?

There are, but you'll also find that while a lot of the free WP themes look good and are good, that they're not a match for the image you want your business to project.

The thing about marketing on the Internet is, visitors to your website will only take a few seconds to look and decide whether or not they're going to stay on your site, sort of like the process people go through when they're window shopping at a store.

If they don't like what they see at first glance, they will keep on walking down the street.  Same thing with your website, if you don't grab the attention of your website visitor within the first three seconds (that's right, 3 seconds!) of them landing on your site, they will simply click over to the next option . . . your competitor's website!

Obviously you don't want to go through all of the time and trouble of creating your website only to end up generating traffic for somebody else, so it's important to keep these checklist tips in mind.

#2 - Have Several Choices

Most of us like having a 'significant other' in our lives, be that a husband or wife, boy friend or girl friend.

But unlike real life, monogamy leaves a lot to be desired when you're choosing a free WordPress theme.

Try not to fall in love with any one particular free WP theme.

There are a couple of reasons for this:

First, sometimes, for various reasons, your first choice for a free WP theme just doesn't look that good when it's actually installed on your WordPress website.

Secondly, other times there will be a conflict with a plug in.  Plug ins are useful tools that can do things like track visitors, generate opt in email forms, customize images and much, much more.  But not all are created equally, and no matter how good a plugin programmer is, there may be a conflict with a theme to the point where neither the theme or the plugin functions as it should.

This doesn't mean that the theme is bad or the plugin is bad, only that the two don't work together as well as you would like them to.

Sure, you could work with the code on your WP site, but then you're going to be running into extra expense.  In addition to the added expense, when you start customizing theme code you may run into problems whenever the WordPress operating platform is updated, or when there is an update for a theme, or an update for the plugins that you are using.

So while special customization coding of your theme can be done, it doesn't mean that it should be done.

For these reasons it's always a good idea to have at least three WordPress theme options - your first choice and a couple of back-up options.

#3 - Popularity Of The Theme

You can tell how popular a theme is by taking a look at how often the free WordPress theme has been downloaded and when the last time is that it was updated.

With WP themes there's usually safety in numbers.  That's because the more people that have downloaded and installed the theme on their websites, the better the chances are that the theme developer has had the time to work out any bugs.  They will have had the time to discover the bugs and solve any problems.

Knowing how recently the theme was updated tells you how much attention the creator is paying to the WordPress theme and how attentive they are to fixing any bugs that pop up.
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