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Prologue
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From Gotti to Gigante, the names atop today’s Mafia organizational charts are old ones. But the times have certainly changed for New York’s biggest families—and not for the better. In this book we will look at New York City’s Five Families. All have bookmaking, loan-sharking, and extortion rackets. The Genovese family and, to a lesser degree, the Lucchese family (like the Gambinos) also have viable labor-racketeering endeavors that let them invest and launder their ill-gotten gains in “legitimate” industries. Every Family has declined as of late, some more than others.

So you want to know all about the New York Mafia Families, uh?

If we are going to talk about the New York Mafia, then we must learn about “The Commission” First.
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The Mafia Commission
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[image: mafia-commission]
The Commission is the governing body of the Mafia in the US. It has changed a lot since it was created in 1931 but the bosses of the New York Five Mafia Families still are the core membership of The Commission.
The Commission was created in ’31 by Lucky (Luciano, of course) in Atlantic City. Its purpose was to replace the old Sicilian mafia regime and establish some ground rules among the new mafia families. Historically, a system like this has always been in place. In Sicily, the heads of each cosche would meet regularly to discuss “business”, and in the US, they wouldn’t forget their traditions.

In the beginning of 1931, after winning a bloody War among the New York gangs, the New York Boss Salvatore Maranzano divided all the gangs in the US into several mafia families and then he assumed as capo di tutti capi (“boss of all bosses”). Because there had never been a “boss of all bosses” in the Mafia History, the mafia’s ranks reacted negatively to this. Luciano, who was by then a Maranzano ally, soon abraded under the harsh control by Maranzano and in September of that year he machined Maranzano’s assassination. Luciano then became the top mobster in the country.

[image: Salvatore Maranzano]

Salvatore Maranzano

Joseph C. Bonanno came to power in 1931 with the assassination of Sicilian-born Mafia boss Salvatore Maranzano in New York in the culmination of the legendary Castellammarese War, which marked the beginning of the modern age of organized crime in America. Just five months earlier Maranzano had wrested the top slot from Giuseppe Joe the Boss Masseria, the old-fashioned Mustache Pete who had ruled the Italian-American gangs in New York City with an iron fist.  Masseria had been gunned down one spring afternoon at his favorite Coney Island restaurant.  Maranzano was slightly more forward thinking that Masseria, but to the young Turks champing at the bit to do things their way, he was just another Mustache Pete who needed to be replaced. Charles Lucky Luciano, who had been Masseria’s second in command, was the prime architect of the plan to overthrow all the old-timers.

Joseph Bonanno in his autobiography, A Man of Honor, claims that he knew nothing of the plot to kill Maranzano, a statement that defies mob logic. If he had been as loyal to Maranzano as he says, then he too would have been assassinated. But in fact he benefited greatly from Maranzano’s demise, becoming the boss of a sizeable portion of Maranzano’s gang. At age 26, he became the youngest crime boss in America.

Since then, gang wars didn’t “stopped” but they did reduce its scale and frequency.
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The current Known Bosses of the Mafia Commission are:
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Bonanno Crime Family – Unknown

Colombo Crime Family – Andrew “Andy Mush” Russo

Gambino Crime Family – Daniel “Danny” Marino/Giovanni “Johnny” Gambino/Robert “Bobby” Vernace

Genovese Crime Family – Unknown

Lucchese Crime Family – Steven “Wonderboy” Crea/Aneillo “Neil” Migliore/Joseph “Joey Dee” DiNapoli

Now that we know how it all began, we can move on to really understand the New York Mafia.

Fictional portrayals:

The Commission has been depicted in a few Hollywood films, primarily in “The Godfather” and “The Godfather III“.
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The Five Families:
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The Five Families refers to the five major Italian-American Mafia families that have dominated  New York City’s underworld since 1930. The Five Mafia Families of New York remain as the main powerhouse of the Sicilian Mafia in the United States.

The Current Five Mafia Families Bosses:

Bonanno: Vincent “Vinny Gorgeous” Basciano (Salvatore Montagna is the acting boss)

Gambino: (Ruling Committee/Panel – Daniel “Danny” Marino, Giovanni “Johnny” Gambino, Robert “Bobby” Vernace)

Colombo: Carmine “Junior” Persico (Thomas Gioeli is the acting boss)

Genovese: Unknown Boss (Daniel Leo is the acting boss)

Lucchese: Vittorio “Vic” Amuso (Ruling Committee/Panel – Aniello “Neil” Migliore, Joseph “Joey Dee” DiNapoli, Matthew Madonna)
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Fictional portrayals

and Curious Facts:
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As we mentioned before, the Five Families’ Commission was depicted in The Godfather series. What you may not know is that the famous “The Sopranos” TV series DiMeo Family of NJ has close business connections with the Lupertazzi Mafia Family of Brooklyn, one of the five families in New York. Members of the DeCavalcante family believed themselves to be the inspiration for the DiMeo family.

So, now that you have the breakdown on The Commission let’s take a look at each one of the Families.  
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Bonanno crime family


[image: image]


The Bonanno crime family is one of the "Five Families" that dominates organized crime activities in New York City, within the nationwide criminal phenomenon known as the American Mafia (or Cosa Nostra).

[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id=H.4975110893863784&pid=15.1]

Joseph Bonanno

Founded and named after Joseph Bonanno, for over 30 years the family was one of the most powerful in the country. However, in the early 1960’s, Bonanno attempted to seize the mantle of boss of bosses, but failed and was forced to retire. This touched off a period of turmoil within the family that lasted almost a quarter-century. It was the first of the New York families to be kicked off the Commission (a council of the bosses that helps to maintain order in the Mafia), due to infighting for the boss's mantle and allegations the family was actively dealing heroin. Later, the family faced shaky leadership, with the acting boss Carmine Galante murdered in 1979 at the command of Philip Rastelli, the actual boss. The family only recovered in the 1990s under Joseph Massino, and by the dawn of the new millennium was not only back on the Commission, but was the most powerful family in New York. There were also two major setbacks: in 1981, they learned that an FBI agent named Joe Pistone, calling himself Donnie Brasco had infiltrated their ranks; and in 2004, a rash of convictions and defections culminated in Massino becoming a government informant.
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Joseph D. Pistone
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FBI surveillance photo of Donnie Brasco

––––––––
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Let’s take a look at the history back to the Sicilian origins. 

The origins of the Bonanno crime family can be traced back to the town of Castellammare del Golfo located in the Province of Trapani, Sicily. The Bonanno Mafia clan was led by boss Giuseppe "Peppe" Bonanno and his older brother Stefano as advisor. The strongest ally of the Bonanno clan was the boss of the Magaddino Mafia clan Stefano Magaddino. During the 1900s, the Bonanno and Magaddino Mafia clans feuded with Felice Buccellato, the boss of the Buccellato Mafia clan. After the deaths of Stefano Bonanno and Giuseppe Bonanno the youngest of the Bonanno brothers Salvatore took revenge, killing members of the Buccellato clan. In 1903, Salvatore Bonanno married Catherine Bonventre and on January 18, 1905 she gave birth to Giuseppe. Three years later Salvatore Bonanno moved his family to New York City. While away Stefano Magaddino took over running the Bonanno-Magaddino-Bonventre Mafia clan. Salvatore Bonanno along with members of the Bonanno-Magaddino-Bonventre clan began establishing dominance and control in the Castellammarese community of Williamsburg, Brooklyn. While operating in Brooklyn, the Castellammarese leaders were able to preserve the criminal organization's future. In 1911, Salvatore Bonanno returned to Sicily and died of a heart attack in 1915. Stefano Magaddino arrived in New York and became a powerful member of the Castellammarese clan. In 1921, Magaddino fled to Buffalo to avoid murder charges. The Castellammarese clan was taken over by Nicola Schirò.
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Castellammarese War
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In 1927, violence broke out between the two rival New York Mafia factions and soon developed into a full out war known as the Castellammarese War. The conflict started when members of the Castellammarese clan began hijacking truckloads of illegal liquor that belonged to Giuseppe "Joe the Boss" Masseria. The Castellammarese clan was based in Williamsburg, Brooklyn and led by Nicola "Cola" Schirò who tried to work with Masseria. But one of the group's leaders Salvatore Maranzano wanted to take control over New York's underworld. Maranzano took control of the Castellammarese clan continuing a bloody Mafia War.

The Castellammarese faction was more organized and unified than Masseria family. Maranzano's allies were Buffalo family Boss Stefano Magaddino, Detroit family Boss Gaspar Milazzo and Philadelphia family Boss Salvatore Sabella, all Castellammarese. Maranzano's faction included mobsters Joseph Bonanno, Carmine Galante, and Gaspar DiGregorio. Maranzano was also close to Joseph Profaci future boss of the New York Profaci family. Finally, Maranzano established a secret alliance with Bronx Reina family Boss Gaetano Reina, a nominal Masseria ally.

After Reina's murder on February 26, 1930, members of the Masseria faction began to defect to Maranzano. By 1931, momentum had shifted to Castellammarese faction. That spring, a group of younger Mafiosi from both camps, known as the "Young Turks", decided to switch to Maranzano and end the war. This group included future mob bosses Charles "Lucky" Luciano, Vito Genovese, Frank Costello, Tommy Lucchese, Albert Anastasia and Joe Adonis. As leader of the Young Turks, Luciano concluded a secret deal with Maranzano and promised to kill Masseria. On April 15, 1931 Masseria was murdered ending the long Castellammarese War.
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Maranzano's murder and The Commission
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After Masseria's death, Maranzano outlined a peace plan to all the Sicilian and Italian Mafia leaders in the United States. There would be 24 organizations (to be known as "families") throughout the United States who would elect their own boss. In New York City, Maranzano established five Cosa Nostra families: the Luciano family under Lucky Luciano, the Mangano family under Vincent Mangano, the Gagliano family under Tommy Gagliano, the Profaci family under Joseph Profaci, and the Maranzano crime family under himself. Maranzano created an additional post for himself, that of capo di tutti capi, or Boss of Bosses.

Although Maranzano was more forward-looking than Masseria, at bottom he was still a Mustache Pete. It did not take long for Maranzano and Luciano to come into conflict. Luciano was not pleased that Maranzano had reneged on his promise of equality, and soon came to believe he was even more hidebound and greedy that Masseria had been. Maranzano, in turn, grew uncomfortable with Luciano's ambitions and opposed his partnership with Jewish mobsters Meyer Lansky and Bugsy Siegel. Maranzano secretly plotted to have Luciano killed. However, after Lucchese alerted Luciano that he was marked for death, Luciano struck first on September 10, 1931. Jewish gangsters hired by Luciano murdered Maranzano in his office. Now in control of the Cosa Nostra, Luciano replaced the "Boss of Bosses" with The Commission to regulate the Mafia's national affairs and mediate disputes between families. Luciano was appointed the first chairman of the Commission.
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The Bonanno era
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After Maranzano's death, Bonanno was awarded most of Maranzano's crime family. At only 26 years old, Bonanno was the youngest Mafia leader in the nation. Years later, he claimed not to have known about the plot to eliminate Maranzano, but it is very unlikely that Luciano would have allowed him to live had he still backed Maranzano. Bonanno directed his family into illegal gambling, loansharking, and narcotics. The family also built significant criminal interests in California and Arizona. With the support of his cousin, Buffalo crime family boss Stefano Magaddino, Bonanno also expanded into Canada.

Like Maranzano, Bonanno believed in the Old World Mafia traditions of "honor", "tradition", "respect" and "dignity" as principles for ruling his family. He was more steeped in these traditions than other mobsters of his generation. The Bonanno family was considered the closest knit of the Five Families because Bonanno tried to restrict membership to Castellammarese Sicilians. He strongly believed that blood relations and a strict Sicilian upbringing would be the only way to hold the traditional values of the Mafia together.

Over the years, Bonanno became a powerful member of the Commission due to his close relationship with fellow boss Joe Profaci. In 1956, the relationship between the two bosses became stronger when Bonanno's son Salvatore "Bill" Bonanno married Profaci's niece Rosalie. The Bonanno-Profaci alliance deterred the other three families from trying to steal their rackets.
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The Bonanno War

(1964-1969)
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The stable power relationship between the families collapsed with the death of Joe Profaci in 1962. Bonanno was now threatened by an alliance of Tommy Lucchese and new boss Carlo Gambino. At the same time, Bonanno was facing rising discontent within his own family. In the early 1960’s many of the Bonanno family members were complaining that Bonanno spent too much time at his second home in Tucson, Arizona.

In 1963, Bonanno and Joe Magliocco, Profaci's successor as boss of the Profaci family, conspired to wipe out several other mob leaders, Stefano Magaddino, Carlo Gambino, Tommy Lucchese and Frank DeSimone. Magliocco was given the task of wiping out Gambino and Lucchese, and gave the contract to one of his top hit men, Joe Colombo. However, Colombo instead alerted Gambino and Lucchese. The other bosses quickly realized that Magliocco could not possibly have planned this by himself. Knowing how close the Bonanno and Profaci families had been over the last three decades, they viewed Bonanno as the real mastermind. The commission summoned Magliocco and Bonanno. In view of their pioneering roles in the New York Mafia, the commission intended to go easy on them, with nothing more than a fine and loss of their family. However, only Magliocco showed up. He admitted his role in the plot and was forced to give up his family to Colombo.
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"What's There to Say?"
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Joseph C. Bonanno

On the evening of October 20, 1964, Joseph Bonanno, the boss of the New York crime family that bore his name, sat down to dinner at an uptown restaurant with three of his attorneys: William Maloney, his partner Joe Allen, and Bonannos Arizona attorney Lawrence DAntonio. The sixty-year-old Bonanno was scheduled to appear before a grand jury the next day, and the lawyers had assembled to counsel him. Bonanno would later refer to this time of his life as being between a hammer and anvil. The federal government was actively pursuing him for his organized-crime activities while at the same time the Mafia Commission, the mobs ruling body in America, had gotten wind of his plans to revamp their ranks through a series of planned assassinations in order to make himself  boss of all bosses.

[image: http://www.historynotes.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Lucky-Luciano.jpg]

Charles "Lucky" Luciano

Bonanno felt he deserved the vaunted position since in his estimation he, unlike his so-called peers, was the only remaining man of honor in the tradition of the Sicilian Mafia. Wealth, he would later write in his controversial 1983 autobiography, was a by-product of power. According to Bonanno, Lucky Luciano and his ilk concerned themselves with the most primitive consideration: making money-an interesting statement coming from a man whose crime family made most of its profits from the sale and distribution of narcotics. During his unprecedented 33 year reign, Bonanno used his considerable ill-gotten gain to extend his empire beyond the New York City area, acquiring major interests in Arizona, California, Canada, Cuba, and Haiti.

The boss and his lawyers lingered long after their meal was over that night and finally left the restaurant close to midnight. They flipped up their overcoat collars against a steady drizzle as they flagged down a taxi. Bonanno, Maloney, and Allen got in, and Maloney told the driver to go to his apartment building at 36th Street and Park Avenue where they planned to continue their conference. Bonanno had been invited to stay at Maloney’s apartment that night, so he wouldn’t have to commute into Manhattan from his Long Island home for the next day’s hearing. In his autobiography, Bonanno says that although he knew he was in hot water, he didn’t fear for his life and traveled without a bodyguard.

When the taxi pulled up at the curb in front of Maloney’s apartment, Allen got out first and walked to the canopy at the entrance to get out of the rain while Bonanno and Maloney argued over who would pay the fare. Bonanno insisted, and Maloney conceded, following his partner to the canopy as their client paid the driver.

Bonanno stepped onto the sidewalk, closed the door, and the taxi pulled away. He didn’t notice the two men walking toward him until they grabbed him by the arms and roughly hustled him toward the corner.

Come on, Joe, one of the men said. My boss wants you.

According Bonannos account, they were tall, had long coats and brimmed hats.

Maloney shouted at them, but a gunshot into the sidewalk at his feet sent him scurrying for shelter.

The two men dragged Bonanno to a waiting car and shoved him in the backseat, ordering him to crouch on the floor...head down. The car sped off, making several sharp turns that jostled the boss. Finally the car stopped turning and picked up speed. Bonanno assumed they were on a highway.

The two men told Bonanno he could sit up now and instructed him to sit between them. Their driver kept his eye on the road, and they started apologizing to Bonanno for having to manhandle him. That’s when Bonanno recognized the two sad faces. One was his cousin, Nino Maggadino, brother of Stefano Maggadino, the mob boss of Buffalo. The other man was Stefano’s son Peter.

Cosa si puo dire? Peter said to his uncle Joe in Sicilian-accented Italian. What’s there to say?

Bonanno said nothing. He knew why his cousin Stefano had ordered this kidnapping. Bonanno had put out a contract on Stefano Maggadino’s life, but the plot had been revealed and thwarted. Obviously this was Maggadino’s retaliation.

The cars headlights swept the curving entrance ramp that led to the George Washington Bridge. Through the car windows, Bonanno could see the shimmering waters of the Hudson River and the brightly lit Manhattan skyline to his left as they made their way to New Jersey.

On October 21, Bonanno disappeared and wasn't heard from again for almost two years. After months of no word from Bonanno the Commission named capo Gaspar DiGregorio the new boss. Gaspar "Gasparino" DiGregorio The family split into two factions, the DiGregorio supporters and the Bonanno loyalists. In the media the event was referred to as the "Banana Split" or "Banana War". The Bonanno loyalists were led by Bonanno's brother-in-law Frank Labruzzo and his son Bill Bonanno. In 1966, DiGregorio arranged for a sit-down in a house on Troutman Street in Brooklyn. DiGregorio's men arrived at the meeting, and when Bill Bonanno arrived a large gun battle ensued. The DiGregorio loyalists had planned to wipe out the opposition, but they failed, and no one was killed.

Bonanno had a gift for making money, and unlike the narrow-minded Mustache Petes, he boldly diversified his operations. Under Bonanno, the family raked in profits from gambling, loan-sharking, and narcotics. Interestingly, like The Godfathers Don Corleone, Bonanno vociferously condemned drug dealing and denied ever having any part in it, but in fact, as Carl Sifakis states in The Mafia Encyclopedia, the Bonanno Family was one of the major suppliers of drugs in New York City. Bonanno also had interests in motels, the garment industry, and a funeral parlor.
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Stefano Maggadino

With the sanction of his cousin Stefano Maggadino, the mob boss of Buffalo, Bonanno started rackets in Canada. He claimed Arizona for himself, starting a realty and insurance company in Tucson and buying into a nearby cotton ranch. He edged into California where the local mob families (mockingly known as the Mickey Mouse Mafia) were hardly making a dent. Bonanno also bought into a cheese factory in Wisconsin and owned a 280-acre dairy farm in upstate New York. Bonanno invested in Cuban casinos with Jewish gangster Meyer Lansky and explored Haiti as another possible gambling destination.
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Tommy Lucchese

By the early 1960’s Bonannos wildly ambitious ventures caused grumbling within the ranks of the family. Many of his soldiers complained that he was neglecting the New York operations in favor of his other holdings. Some of the other New York bosses disapproved of the way he conducted business, but Bonanno considered himself a cut above his peers and the only true man of honor among them. Fortunately for him, his most outrageous impulses were kept in check by his closest ally, Joe Profaci, boss of what would later become known as the Colombo Family. But when Profaci died of cancer in 1962, Bonannos ambitions got the better of him, and he decided to install himself as the rightful boss of all bosses.

He enlisted Profaci’s successor, Joe Magliocco, into a plot to assassinate those he felt stood in his way, including prominent New York bosses Carlo Gambino and Tommy Lucchese, Los Angeles boss Frank DeSimone, and Bonannos own cousin, and Buffalo boss Stephano Maggadino.

[image: http://www.armoftheageddon.com/f-Profaci.jpg]

Joseph Profaci

Bonanno and Magliocco agreed to split the killings with Magliocco taking care of the New York bosses. He gave the assignment to a trusted hitman, Joe Colombo. But when Colombo weighed the odds, he came to the conclusion that Bonanno and Magliocco were the wrong horses to bet on, so instead of carrying out the hits, he informed Lucchese and Gambino of the plot against them. They in turn notified the Mafia Commission.

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Josephcolombo.jpg]

Joe Colombo

The Commission ordered Bonanno and Magliocco to appear before them and account for themselves. Magliocco obeyed their order and confessed to taking part in the plot. As punishment, the Commission forced him to retire and installed hitman Joe Colombo as his replacement. The Commission could have meted out a harsher sentence, but Magliocco was in poor health and in fact died the next year. The Commission was saving the real retribution for the mastermind of the plot, Bonanno. But instead of facing the music, Bonanno defied them and refused to appear. Furious with his insolence, the Commission dethroned him and declared a disaffected Bonanno Family capo, Gaspar DiGregorio, as the new boss.

With the family now divided into two factions, tensions on the street ran high. The long knives were out for Joe Bonanno, and it was his cousin Stephano Maggadino who got to him first, having him kidnapped. Maggadino held him at an upstate New York farmhouse for six weeks, then had him driven to El Paso, Texas, where Bonanno called a friend in Tucson to come pick him up. Mob expert Jerry Capeci postulates in The Complete Idiots Guide to the Mafia that the entire kidnapping episode was actually an ill-conceived hoax orchestrated by Bonanno himself to avoid testifying before the grand jury in Manhattan. But whether it was real or fabricated, Bonannos disappearance was the spark that ignited what the newspapers would call the Banana War.
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The Banana War
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With Joe Bonanno missing, the Commission soon lost its patience, probably figuring that they were being played by the elusive boss. They ruled that Bonanno would no longer be considered the head of his family and appointed capo Gaspar DiGregorio the new boss.  (DiGregorio had his own beef with Bonanno for earlier denying him the position of family consigliere, which he felt he deserved. Instead Bonanno had appointed his own son Bill.) Family members took sides, splitting into two camps, the Bonanno loyalists led by Bill Bonanno and the Commission-backed faction led by DiGregorio.

Harsh words soon led to armed skirmishes on the streets of New York. The other families frowned down on these public outbursts. The Banana War drew unwanted attention to the mob and was ultimately bad for everybody’s business. They wanted it stopped.  DiGregorio called for a sit-down to put together a peace treaty. Representatives from both sides agreed to meet at a house on Troutman Street in Brooklyn after dark. DiGregorio and his men arrived first, but compromise was not on their minds.  As soon as Bill Bonanno showed up, DiGregorio’s men opened fire with shotguns and rifles. Bonanno and his men retaliated, shooting into the dark at their unseen assailants. Over 100 rounds were fired, and by some miracle no one died.

Joe Bonanno then offered the Commission a deal to end the violence. He would give up his claim to the family and retire to Arizona if the Commission would accept his son Bill and brother-in-law Frank Labruzzo as boss and underboss. 

The Commission saw right through his offer, knowing that Joe Bonanno would remain in control even if he didn’t have the title. They came back with a counter offer: Bonanno could retire with his life, but the Commission would name the next boss-DiGregorio.

The war continued. Joe Bonanno resurfaced in May 1966 - 19 months after his alleged kidnapping - then quickly dropped out of sight again. The Commission grew impatient with DiGregorio’s ineffective efforts to squelch the Bonanno loyalists, so they replaced him with someone they felt could do the job, Paul Sciacca. But Bonannos men fought like guerillas. Three of Sciacca’s men were mowed down by machine-gun fire inside a Queens restaurant. The fighting escalated, and each side lost five more men.

In May 1966, Bonanno reappeared and rallied a large part of the family to his side. He claimed that Magaddino, acting on behalf of the commission, sent two of his soldiers to kidnap Bonanno and held him captive for six weeks. However, this account is almost certainly false based on contemporary accounts of the time. Several of Bonanno's button men were overheard expressing their disgust that Bonanno "took off and left us here alone", and New Jersey crime boss Sam DeCavalcante was overheard saying that Bonanno's disappearance took the other bosses by surprise. Bonanno may have had another reason to disappear—he was facing a subpoena from U.S. Attorney Robert Morgenthau, and faced the choice of either breaking his blood oath or going to jail for contempt. Further peace offers from both sides were spurned with the ongoing violence and murders. The Commission grew tired of the affair and replaced DiGregorio with Paul Sciacca, but the fighting carried on regardless.
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Joseph Bonanno

Finally in 1968 Joe Bonanno suffered a major heart attack. He flew to Arizona and informed the Commission that he was retiring, this time for good. The Commission was naturally wary of anything Bonanno did or said, but as time passed, the shootings diminished, and the torn family eventually accepted Sciacca as their leader. He was later succeeded by Natale Evola who was succeeded by Philip Rusty Rastelli.
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Natale Evola

Both Joe and Bill Bonanno wrote books about their Mafia experiences. Such public disclosures were serious violations of omerta, the Mafia code of silence and especially surprising coming from these self-proclaimed men of honor. It’s generally agreed that these tomes paint a picture of the way father and son wished things had been as opposed to way they actually were. The Bonannos also cooperated with author Gay Talese for his book about the crime family, Honor Thy Father.

Jerry Capeci in The Complete Idiots Guide to the Mafia quotes FBI agent Bill Roemer who had many dealings with Bonanno in Arizona. Roemer called Bonanno a constant whiner who did not live up to the tradition he speaks about so much in his book.
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In 2002 Joe Bonanno died of natural causes in Tucson. He was 97 years old.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

The Cigar
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Carmine "Lilo" Galante

Carmine Lilo Galante’s image of himself might have surpassed even Joe Bonannos. Of course, Galante was Bonannos driver and later his underboss, so he probably heard a lot of self-aggrandizement from the boss, and the attitude apparently rubbed off. But while Bonanno at least publicly tried to take the high road, claiming to be the last man of honor in La Cosa Nostra in America, Galante had no problem getting down and dirty, and he seldom lost a fight.
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Vito Genovese

Galante started his criminal career with a bang as a shooter for Vito Genovese, having murdered, among others, Italian journalist and Mussolini critic Carlo Tresca in 1943 on orders from Genovese as a favor to Il Duce. Galante eventually found a place within the ranks of the Bonanno family. He was the kind of aggressive gangster Joe Bonanno needed to break into new rackets in new territories. In 1953 Bonanno put Galante in charge of his Montreal operations where Galante became a top earner for the family, extorting money from other criminals. According to journalist Jerry Capeci, being in Montreal at this time put Galante right in the center of a main transit point for the so-called French Connection. Galante, who earned the nickname the Cigar because he was rarely seen without one in his mouth, got involved in heroin trafficking in a big way despite Joe Bonannos proclamations that his family had nothing to do with narcotics. In 1962, Galante, now the underboss of the family, was convicted on narcotics charges and sentenced to 20 years in prison.

But prison walls did not stop Galante from planning his come-back. His mad-dog ways were well known. In 1931 doctors at Sing Sing Prison had tested him and categorized him as a psychopath while he was serving a stint there, and over the years he more than lived up to that diagnosis. It was no wonder that no one within the Bonanno family-or in any of the other crime families for that matter- looked forward to Galante’s eventual release.
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Carlo Gambino

Galante had several axes to grind. He felt that he could be a better boss than Bonanno had been.  He also despised the Commission members who had forced Joe Bonanno to step down, and Carlo Gambino became the focus of his anger. According to The Mafia Encyclopedia, Galante bragged to other inmates at Lewisburg Prison in Pennsylvania that when he got out, he would make Carlo Gambino shit in the middle of Times Square.
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Carmine Galante

In 1974 Galante was released from prison after serving 12 years. Despite all his tough talk, he didn’t make a move on the ailing Gambino who had a reputation for thinking three steps ahead and outmaneuvering his opponents. Galante did manage to bully Rusty Rastelli into turning over the leadership of the Bonanno family to him. Galante increased the family’s involvement in the drug trade, making Montreal their main pipeline for heroin from France. The French Connection flow gushed, and Galante and his associates made millions.

Federal agents arrested Galante in 1978 on a parole violation-associating with known criminals-which tied him up in court, but his attorney Roy Cohn ultimately secured his freedom. By this time Carlo Gambino had passed away, and Galante saw no major obstacles in his way in his quest for total domination of the American Mafia. Drugs were the key to his power because they produced the largest and fastest profits, and he set about to take control of other families narcotics operations.

Eight Genovese Family members involved in the drug trade were gunned down on Galante’s orders, and it was clear that the violence wouldn’t stop until all mob drug operations were under his thumb.
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Santo Trafficante

The other mob bosses felt that Galante was out of line and had to be stopped. At a secret meeting in Boca Raton, Florida, high-ranking representatives from the four other New York families met with Florida boss Santo Trafficante to decide what they would do about Galante. The answer was obvious-he had to go. Mob bosses from all around the country were consulted, including Rusty Rastelli who was in prison and even Joe Bonanno. They all agreed that for the good of La Cosa Nostra, Galante had to die.
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