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HOW CAN YOU SAVE THE future, when someone is slowly unraveling your past?

Rae Kerrigan and her friends have found themselves in trouble before, but never quite like this.

When a split-second mistake sends the gang back in time, they make it their sole mission to get home again. But manipulating the space-time continuum is easier said than done. And not everyone in seventeenth-century London is quite so eager to let them escape.

Trapped in the 1600s with no way to get home, they find themselves teaming up with the most unlikely of allies. Old enemies prowl about in the shadows, but new heroes come forth to fight. Rae and the others are sworn to set things right, but a mysterious stranger might run them off course once and for all.

Can they make it back to their own time? Can they undo the damage they’ve already done? Most importantly... is it ever too late to turn back time?
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“I am going to KILL you!”

Since discovering they were related, Rae and Kraigan Kerrigan had often shouted those words. It had become a bit of a holiday tradition, hurled with festive vitriol as the rest of the friends kept careful tabs on the carving knife. On occasion they’d even tried to make good on the threat, leaving the laws of nature behind as they attacked each other using every power under the sun.

But Rae had never really meant them the way she did that day.

“Gabriel. Unchain me.”

The manacles twisted uncertainly around her wrists, but didn’t entirely fall away. Perhaps because Gabriel heard some dark tenor in her voice that Kraigan was backing away from now.

“Uh... hey, sis.” His eyes widened as he stared at the rest of his makeshift family, chained up against the wall. “Fancy seeing you here.”

Really? That’s how you’re going to play it?

The initial shock was wearing off as the others slowly pieced it together. Most were white with rage, some looked profoundly tired. All were still slightly intoxicated. None were surprised.

“Kraigan,” Luke growled under his breath, looking on the verge of either pulling a gun or throwing up. “It had to be Kraigan...”

The name was like a bitter pill, settling in their throats.

“Of course it’s Kraigan.” Julian’s lovely face had turned to stone. “I have no earthly idea why we didn’t think of it before.”

“It’s all right, love,” Angel chimed in quietly. Her panic had been replaced with a smile that was bound to give Rae nightmares. “We know now. And he’s standing right in front of us.”

Not for long. Judging by the look on Kraigan’s face, he was about two seconds from bolting for the door. A vanishing act his older sister had no intention of allowing to happen.

“The chains, Gabriel,” Rae said again. Her mind was made up and her voice was disturbingly calm. “Take off the chains.”

“That’s a bad idea, Gabriel,” Kraigan countered quickly, taking another discreet step back up the stairs. “Look at her face. She looks like a crazy person.”

Rae lifted her eyebrows slowly.

Glass houses, little brother, glass houses. Avoid the stones.

His eyes spun around the room, still trying to make sense of what he was seeing. “At any rate, there’s clearly been some kind of mistake—”

“A mistake? What the hell are you doing here, Kraigan?” Devon interrupted, then winced as his words echoed loudly off the stones. The whiskey amplified them tenfold, throbbing painfully behind his eyes. “And don’t give me some...” Words failed him and he tried again. “...some stupid excuse where you...” He trailed off yet again, squinting against the bright light streaming down from the stairs. “I’m sorry, could you actually move a little to the left?”

There was a beat of silence.

“Are you drunk?” Kraigan asked incredulously.

“Don’t stupid ask questions!” Molly shouted back.

His mouth fell open in surprise.

“Are you all drunk?”

“...the chains, Gabriel. Take off the freakin’ chains...”

“Hey, hey, hey, let’s not do anything rash!” Kraigan Kerrigan had been born without the same emotion chip as the rest of the world, but even he was smart enough to know when he was on the losing end of a fight. “Why don’t we all just take a breath, and try to remember—”

“No, let me tell you what’s going to happen now, Kraigan.” Angel looked like some kind of apparition. Long nightgown, white hair, deadly eyes glittering in the dark. “My brother’s going to take off these handcuffs and then I’m going to use them to remove your head.”

At this point, Kraigan made a judgement call. He screamed for help.

There was a thundering from somewhere up above as the same guards who had dragged the friends out of bed went running to their employer’s aid. The wooden beams holding up the ceiling shook with the vibrations, blanketing the prisoners in a cloud of ancient dust.

The corner of Angel’s mouth twitched. “You really think that’s going to help?”

“Look,” Kraigan started, holding up his hands and trying to look innocent, “I have no idea what you guys are doing here, but I swear it has absolutely nothing to do with me.”

The room fell silent as everyone gave him the exact same look.

“Did you send people to kidnap us after the races?”

“The same people who chased us through the streets of London?”

“The same people who then dragged us out of bed and locked us up down here?”

Kraigan bit his lip, stalling for time. “All right, maybe it had a little to do with me...”

“GABRIEL!”

The chains fell off at the exact same moment that the door kicked open and a flood of people rushed down the stairs. They glanced quickly between the shattered manacles and their stricken employer before standing in an uncertain line behind him. Yes, there was a cloud of whiskey hovering in the air, and yes, they still outnumbered their prisoners at least five to one, but something about the look on Kraigan’s face made them not want to get any closer.

“Send them away, Kraigan,” Rae instructed quietly. “Send them away before one of us does something we’ll all come to regret.”

It was hard to say who specifically might crack first. At this point, it was anyone’s guess.

Molly was glaring daggers at the man who’d ripped her dress in the field. Julian was doing the same to a guard who’d recently gagged him, then pressed a pillow over his face. Luke had zeroed in on a shifty-looking fellow who was wearing his stolen jacket, while both Angel and Gabriel had long ago learned not to discriminate when it came to massacring a target.

But by far, the best target was yet to come.

A heavy impact shook the ground. Another impact and a pair of heavy boots appeared at the top of the stairs.

“Finally,” Kraigan muttered.

Looking immensely relieved, he dismissed the guards with a wave of his hand then retreated to stand bravely behind his pet giant—a man who looked somehow even more sinister in the dim light beneath the ground. While Kraigan was tall and intimidating himself, the comparison made him look almost like a child, stretching up on his toes to whisper something in the man’s ear.

The friends looked on in silence but held their ground. Wondering who was going to make the first move. Bracing for whatever fresh disaster the night had in store.

“It’s a pleasure to meet you!”

Rae blinked. Took a step back. Stared at his outstretched hand.

Could this possibly be the same man she’d tried to beat to death with her bare fists just a day before? The same man who’d smashed her husband two feet into the ground?

The hand just stayed there, hovering in the air, and eventually she had to ask the question.

“...are you serious?”

Kraigan rushed forward, almost giddy with delight.

“Oh, I’m sorry! I completely forgot to make introductions.” With a grand flourish, he waved his arm back and forth between them. “Rae Kerrigan, this is Little Sam—my companion here in this century. Little Sam, this is Rae. My older sister.”

Half-sister.

As soon as Sam had come down the stairs—guaranteeing his survival for at least a little while longer—Kraigan’s entire perspective on life seemed to have lightened a hundred degrees. No longer was he terrified to have ensnared the absolutely wrong group of people, but was suddenly thrilled to see them, positively beside himself at the prospect of the world’s most unlikely visit.

The rest of them weren’t warming to the idea so quickly.

“Little Sam?” Devon did an automatic double-take, staring dubiously at the hand.

“A man is more than just his size,” the giant replied.

Kraigan nodded soundly. “Tell him, Sam.”

“Wait a minute,” Julian cut them off, staring warily between the two. “You say this man is your companion in this century?” There was a charged silence. “Kraigan, what exactly—”

“He knows everything,” Kraigan said easily, reaching up to pat Sam on the back. “It was impossible to keep it from him. The man is terribly astute.”

None of the friends could think of anything to say to this. Neither could they bring themselves to reach out and shake the man’s hand. Only one person had remained strangely immune to the sudden reappearance of the giant. She was too busy glaring at her brother.

“Kraigan... what are you doing here?”

Rae’s voice was quiet and dangerous, tearing right through that cheerful atmosphere he was trying so hard to create. At the moment, the fact that some kind of mastodon had found out their secret wasn’t her primary concern. It was the grinning psychopath standing by his side.

This clearly wasn’t her brother’s first visit. Or his second. Or probably even his third. The man owned property. He’d assimilated into the culture. Hired a band of trained mercenaries to terrorize the local race track. All while playing unsupervised with the fabric of time.

“You mean, like... in the basement?”

She took a deep breath, counted to ten, then asked the question again. “Understand that there are moments when I’m prepared to forgive your chronic insanity because we’re family. Understand that this is not one of those moments.” Her eyes narrowed as she stared at him straight on. “What are you doing here?”

The smile faded from his face, and he suddenly looked very much his age.

“...Cam and I had a fight.”

There was a pause.

“So you’re hiding out in the seventeenth century?!”

He pawed the ground nervously with his toe. “I prefer to think of it as a vacation.”

“How the bloody-he-heck did you even get here, Kraigan?” Apparently anger kept most of her language in check. Bloomin’ kids did that to you. Changed your swearing to sound almost sweet. She blinked and refocused on her brother. That was about to change if he didn’t start giving some answers.

“The same way as you did, I expect.” A hint of that signature superiority flashed across his face as he stared down at her with pity. “Not that I’m surprised it took you so long to figure out the other half of Dad’s tatù. I was always his favorite, you know.”

“The other half...” She trailed off, at a complete loss for words. From the moment they’d travelled back in time, blinking awake in a world so different from their own, she’d assumed that she’d picked up the tatù from someone else. Shaken hands with the wrong closeted hybrid, or brushed the bare skin of an asset on a mission gone bad. She’d never once assumed that the ability could have come from herself. That she’d been gifted with the power to leap through time all along.

That would’ve come in handy once or twice.

“At any rate, I don’t see what you’re angry with me for,” Kraigan continued, pressing his advantage before she regained the ability to speak. “I never meant to kidnap any of you.”

Her eyes flashed up to his, and he immediately regretted the words.

She forgot about the giant. She forgot that she was still tipsy, and wearing nothing but an old-fashioned nightdress. She even forgot that there were still probably pieces of rotten fruit hidden somewhere in her hair. With an exasperated cry, she launched herself at her brother’s throat—

—only to be caught by her husband.

“Is that true?” Devon asked carefully, his bright eyes piercing the dark. “You really didn’t know it was us? When you sent out Sam and the rest of them...”

Kraigan took a step forward, looking as sincere as someone like him was capable. “I had no idea that it was you.” He seemed anxious to make that clear as soon as possible, especially considering the homicidal promise still sparking in Angel’s eyes. “If I had any idea you guys had come to the 1600s, I would have gone looking for you myself. As it stood—”

“—as it stood, you just thought that you’d stumbled upon some random unsuspecting people with ink,” Molly finished furiously, trying hard to speak without a slur. “People you sent your goons out to kidnap, so you could steal that ink for yourself.”

Kraigan gave her a blank look, unable to see the problem. “I told you... I’m on vacation.”

Luke stared at him for a moment, then ran his hands up over his eyes. “Rae, no offense, but your entire family is completely unhinged.”

That’s a generous way of putting it...

“Do you have any idea what you’re doing?” Julian asked in disbelief. “The number of ways you risk the future every second that you linger in the past—”

“Jules is somewhat of an expert on the future,” Kraigan explained to Sam, ignoring the scandalized looks from the rest of them. “He’s the most talented psychic ever to walk the...”

A look of sudden realization swept over him.

“...oh.”

The events of the last few days suddenly clicked into place, only this time with the faces of his makeshift family substituted into play. The dark-haired man who’d correctly guessed the winning horses? The one who’d received a near-fatal concussion right there in the stands?

Even the giant had the decency to look embarrassed.

“I’m afraid we’ve met.”

Kraigan flashed a belated grimace before turning to Devon. “So if that guy was Julian, then the guy on the field had to have been...”

Devon didn’t answer. He simply glared at Kraigan in the dark.

At this point, even someone as pathologically oblivious as Rae’s little brother seemed to have realized that he’d lost any remaining goodwill from his audience. His face contorted with his best approximation of an apology as he clasped his hands together in prayer.

“Okay...yikes.”

There was a compulsive move towards him, like the sudden surge of an angry tide, and he decided that a better effort was apparently in order.

“So I think we’ve all learned a valuable lesson, right?” he asked reasonably, edging discreetly behind the giant. “The next time I decide to travel back in time, I’ll leave some kind of note. And the next time I send armed mercenaries to take you to my villa, you could just come when asked—”

“That’s IT!”

Rae yanked herself out of Devon’s grasp, striding fiercely across the room.

“Say a prayer to whatever dark spirit created you, little brother, because I am going to KILL you where you stand—”

Except the floor slipped out from under her and she fell face forward.

Then the world went black.
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Chapter 2
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Rae opened her eyes slowly, then sat up all at once. A strange canopy of color swam in the air above her, but before she could pull in the breath to scream a calming hand slipped into hers.

“It’s all right, honey. You’re all right.”

She blinked dizzily, then turned to the handsome man perched beside her on the bed. Their eyes met for a suspended moment, and his face softened with a tender smile.

“Hey, you.”

She blinked again, stared down at their hands, then leapt to her feet with a gasp.

“Where are they? What happened?” She could only imagine the firepower her cursed little brother must have unleashed to get the better of her in that dungeon. “Was it Kraigan? What tatù was he using?” Devon tried to interject, but she was pacing now, twisting her hands together as she plotted her revenge. “Or was it that giant?” Her eyes flashed with anger, suddenly convinced that was the case. “Well, I’d like to see him try again. He already knows our secret, right? So there’s no reason that I can’t use a bit of handy levitation to drop the guy right on his—”

“Rae.”

She turned around slowly, abruptly aware that Devon had been trying to get her attention the entire time. There was something about his expression she didn’t understand. Far from the vengeful anger she’d been expecting, he was pursing his lips like he was trying not to smile.

“It wasn’t Kraigan or Sam.”

He was calling him Sam now. The giant had earned a name?

“Then...” She took a step closer, uncertain for the first time. “...what happened?”

His eyes twinkled, but he seemed incredibly reluctant to speak. It wasn’t until she finally smacked him on the shoulder, tired of waiting, that he gave up the goods.

“You fell.”

There was a moment of silence. Followed immediately by another.

“I... fell?” A simple enough explanation, but the words didn’t make any sense. Maybe he had gotten confused somehow. Maybe he wasn’t actually talking about her. “Like... slipped and fell?”

It was taking everything he had not to smile. A commendable effort, but there was only so much the human body could physically withstand. One look at her dumbstruck face and he sank his teeth into his lip, fighting back a grin.

“Well, it was really slippery down there.” He lifted a casual shoulder like the faux-pas could have happened to anyone. “Not to mention how dark—”

“Devon?”

The horror of it crept slowly up her spine, like sinking into an icy bath. Their eyes met for just a split second before she repeated the question once more. Speaking in a small, hopeless voice.

“...I fell?”

There was no stopping the laughter this time. It burst out of him, loud and unrestrained, as she sank in a defeated pile on the bed. Mind reeling. Ego shrinking to the size of a pea.

“Was I at least pushed or something?”

That just made the laughter worse. Although she couldn’t hear it, she was sure it was coming from multiple rooms in the house. If it was indeed a house they were sitting in. And not torture chamber designed to break her spirit.

“All right. Enough!” She glared up at her husband, silently vowing to find a way to make it his fault. Then a sudden pain throbbed in the back of her skull and all her wicked prayers were answered. “Well, it sucks that I fell, but why didn’t you catch me? I think I really hurt myself...”

Bingo!

The smile melted slowly off his face, replaced with that tormented self-incrimination she knew so well. “I tried, I just... wasn’t fast enough.”

He mumbled the last words to the point of unintelligibility, and she flashed a wicked grin.

“I’m sorry... what was that?”

He lifted his head, but the grin was already gone. Instead, she was staring up at him with enormous eyes, holding a trembling hand to the back of her head. His body wilted in defeat as he glanced at the bare skin on his arm, right where his tatù was supposed to be.

“I’m sorry,” he repeated softly, “I couldn’t get to you in—”

“I can barely hear you,” she interrupted in a faltering voice. “Devon, I think that fall really did something. Maybe it dislocated my ears.”

All right. Not my BEST line.

The tension
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