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NO MATTER WHAT, TROUBLE always comes round.

The saga continues for Troy and Sadie as they race to beat the clock. He's out there. The dark force that threatens to pull the two of them apart. And the worst part of it is that Troy isn't sure he can keep her safe. She's growing on him. This spindly little girl from his kickboxing classes is getting under his skin. And he knows that spells trouble for the people in his life. He'll become a target. He knows all too well how this kind of thing works. And yet, he can't stay away from her.
Sadie.

The plain-Jane girl who's quickly stealing his heart.
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Sadie

“What are you eating?”

I looked up from my plate and saw a man hovering over me. His suit, tailored specifically to his body. His hands, clasped behind his back. His dark features were alluring, but it was the kind smile on his face that made me smile back.

That made me answer him.

“My favorite combination. Tomato bisque with a ham-and-cheese panini,” I said.

He grinned. “I love that adults sometimes never grow out of the good old childhood favorites.”

“Every time I got sick, it was tomato soup and cheese sandwiches.”

“Not grilled?”

I shook my head. “Nope. The hot cheese burned the roof of my mouth because I’d always be too eager to eat it.”

The unfamiliar face smiled even brighter. “I bet you’re just as cute now as you were all those years ago as a child.”

I set my drink down. “I’m sorry, I don’t think I caught your name. I’m Sadie.”

And as he sat down in the chair in front of me, he raised his hand. Having his food delivered to my table.

“I’m Luke. It’s really nice to meet you, Sadie. Do you mind if I eat with you?”

The moment I first met Luke rushed through my mind. As he shoved the barrel of that gun into my gut, the only thing I focused on was when I first met him. My mind played it over and over. Showcasing all the soft red flags I didn’t see in the first place. I wasn’t the girl who ever got hit on. Not openly like that. Men always came up to us for Uma. Not me. Not plain-Jane Sadie Marie.

That day, though, Luke found me. Came up to me. Gave me his best face. And because I was too smitten and shell-shocked to see the red flags, he hooked me onto his lure.

Preyed on me, like some wounded animal in the corner.

“You have no idea how much I’ve missed you. How much I’ve dreamed about you. How I’ve longed for you. How many times I’ve called!”

He yelled the last sentence, and I wondered if anyone would hear. If anyone would hear what was going on and call nine-one-one for me.

When is Troy getting here?

“Why was it so easy for you to leave me?” Luke asked.

There was almost desperation in his voice. But I stood my ground. I girded myself. I didn’t want to give him any proof of my fear. Any proof that he had startled me. That was the worst thing I could do. He wanted me scared. He wanted me weak.

He wouldn't get it, though.

Not outwardly, at least.

“Luke,” I said softly.

The barrel of the gun wavered against my stomach. I took a small step back, allowing the gun to fall from my body. I gazed up into his stare. His dark eyes, filled with tears and anguish, anger and confusion. Damn, this man really did believe in what he was doing.

And that scared me the most.

“Why did you leave me!?” he roared.

He started waving the gun around in the air and I winced. Fucking hell, I actually winced. And I prayed to heaven on high he didn’t accidentally shoot me with that damn thing. It was clear to me he didn’t know how to use that weapon. I mean, I didn’t either. But I knew what it looked like when someone was proficient with a gun.

And proficient, Luke wasn’t.

Troy, please. Where the hell are you?

“Luke, please listen to me,” I said.

“Listen to what? You tell me why you left? I’m done arguing with you. You’re coming with me.” He snarled.

He reached for me, but I took another step back. Which caused him to raise his gun level to my forehead.

“Stop moving away from me!”

I shook my head slowly. “Not until you listen.”

He drew in a shuddering breath. “Why can’t you just accept my love? That’s all I’ve ever wanted you to do.”

“Luke, look at yourself. Look at what you’re doing. You haven’t hurt me yet. But if you do? Your life changes forever.”

“You changed my life forever. I don’t want to go back to a life without you.”

“Then, you should’ve treated me with more kindness and compassion instead of always—”

“All I wanted you to do was listen to me.” He growled.

“And what you have to understand is that people don’t blindly follow one another. I’m a human being, Luke. Not some maid you can boss around,” I said.

The gun wavered. “Is that ... what you felt like?”

“What?”

“Did you ... did you feel like my ... my maid?”

I blinked. “Among other things, yes. I did.”

He sighed. “I never meant for you to feel that way.”

“And that’s fine. Just lower the gun, and we can talk, okay?”

“No. You’re coming with me. You’ve always been difficult. You drove me to this.”

“If you hurt me, you’re going to jail. Simple as that. If you kill me, no one will stop until you’ve been found.”

“I don’t want to kill you, Sadie. Come on. I love you. You’ve always been so damn dramatic.”

I shrugged. “From where I’m standing? One pull of that trigger and I am dead.”

He shook his head. “No. You’re going to listen to me.”

“That’s the problem. You don’t—”

“I know what’s best for you right now!”

The echoing of his harsh words ricocheted off the corners of my living room.

“A man always knows what’s best for the woman he loves. You’re mine, Sadie. I made you mine the day I came up to you in that little café and saw you sipping on your tomato soup. Do you remember?”

I swallowed hard. “I could never forget it.”

He nodded. “I know. Because it meant a lot to you too. Follow that feeling.”

No, because it started my nightmare. “Okay. The feeling. Got it.”

“Yes. That feeling. I don’t know how the hell you left me the way you did with that feeling trapped inside you. But I forgive you.”

I never apologized. “Okay. Thank you.”

“Now, as for that man touching you...”

I blinked. “What?”

He straightened his arm out. “Don’t you lie to me!”

I held up my hands. “Luke, just calm down. We were doing good at talking. Really, really good. Better than we have in a long time.”

He sniffled. “You think?”

I nodded. “I know, Luke. I know how hard it is for you to communicate sometimes. You’re doing really well. Don’t mess it up now. Okay?”

“It’ll uh ... take time for me to forgive you for him. For cheating on me the way you did.”

I didn’t cheat. “I get it. Okay.”

“You’re mine, Sadie. Do you hear me?”

But, when I didn’t answer him, he charged me.

“You’re mine!”

He gripped my arm harder than I’d ever felt him do it before. And had it not been for the gun he shoved against my ribs, I could’ve taken him down. Turned in to his body and flipped him clear over my fucking shoulder. Slamming him into the ground. But, one pull of that trigger and I was a goner. No hope of ever calling out for nine-one-one, since I didn’t know where the hell I put my phone.

“Luke, please,” I whispered.

“Get on the couch, you little slut. Now.”

He sat me down on the couch. Hard. He pressed his knee into the cushion between my legs as tears rushed my eyes. The gun broke through the first small layer of skin. I whimpered out in pain as his hand grew tighter around my arm. Holy fuck, it hurt. And as much as I wanted to hold back my tears and show no emotion, I couldn't help it.

“You’re hurting me,” I whispered.

“Just listen. If you’d just fucking listen, Sadie.”

“No. I won’t listen to you anymore. Because listening isn’t going to do anything for me but get me more bruises. Right now, you’re going to listen to me.”

He looked shell-shocked, so I ran with it.

“When I get out of this house, you’re going to jail. When the police find you, they’re going to lock you away. You’ve left more than a few red marks this time, Lucas.”

“Don’t you dare call me that.” He growled.

I sneered at him. “I’ll call you whatever I want, and if you want to kill me, go ahead. Because I’d rather be dead than risk staring at your face a second longer.”

I prepared myself for the inevitable. I prepared myself for my death. There were so many things that flashed through my mind too. Troy. All the things I’d never tell him. Uma. All the places we’d never vacation. My parents. All the things they’d never experience with my life. Like, me getting married. Or me giving them a grandchild. Or Dad, walking me down the aisle.

I made peace with it, though.

I made peace with my death.

“If you want to kill me, go ahead. But you’re not getting what you came here for,” I said coolly.

Off in the distance, I heard a rumble. It was soft, but I heard it. And my heart leaped to life. Luke snapped his head up as the sound grew closer. And closer. And even closer still.

Then, the sound of sirens followed in stride.

Holy shit, someone heard.

“What did you do?” Luke glowered.

His gaze fell back to mine and I sighed.

“With all that yelling you’re doing, did you really think someone wouldn’t call?” I asked.

“Fuck!” he exclaimed.

He snatched me up from the couch and tried tugging me toward the back door. The sound of the motorcycle grew closer before it pulled into the driveway. The sirens screamed through the neighborhood. Luke pulled me even closer to the back door of the house. And while I fought him every step of the way, I couldn't wrench from his grasp.

“Let me go!” I shrieked.

“You’re coming with me whether you like it or—”

“Let go of her. Now.”

Troy’s voice sounded like the parting of the heavens. I smelled his cologne as his heavy footsteps sounded through the house. The police sirens grew closer. I looked back and saw Troy leaping over the couch. With his fists balled up, he stared Luke down. His body, positioned to reach out for mine in a heart’s beat.

“You.” Luke glowered.

“Yes. Me. Get your hands off Sadie, or that ambulance is taking your dead body to a morgue,” Troy said.

Luke snickered. “I’d like to see you try that.”

Troy took a step toward my ex and I felt Luke flinch. His grip loosened and I tried to pull away, but his hand clamped back down. Tightly. Causing me to whimper yet again.

“He’s got a gun,” I said softly.

“I know. I see it,” Troy said.

Luke grinned. “What, you mean this?”

How the hell were the sirens getting closer, but not actually arriving at the damn house?

“When the police get here, you’re going to jail. They’ll never let you out. Not with the bruises you’ve left on me. And not with the prior call record you already have filed away,” I said.

“Call record?” Luke asked.

“Yeah. She called after you tugged her into an alleyway on her damn lunch break,” Troy said.

Luke blinked. “You called the fucking cops?!”

I nodded. “I did. And I’ll keep doing it. If you want your chance to get away, I suggest you run.”

“What?” Troy asked.

Luke pulled me closer to his face. “Not unless you’re coming with me.”

I wanted him caught. But, more than that, I wanted him gone. Away from here. Away from Troy and me. Away from us.

“Run,” I whispered.

The sound of wailing sirens mingled together into one glaring sound. And the second lights started flashing through the windows, Luke growled. He shoved me against the wall before ripping my back door open. Slamming it so hard into the wall that the doorknob went through the drywall and paint.

Then he took off across the backyard.

“Sadie,” Troy murmured.

Everything felt like a blur. I felt Troy’s hands come down against my shoulders, but I pushed him away. I started shaking from head to toe. Tears rushed my eyes and dripped down my cheeks before I could blink them away. I swallowed hard, yet my mouth felt like cotton. I looked around the room as people filtered in. Men in blue uniforms. Paramedics. And though I heard Troy’s voice, it felt muffled against my ears.

I felt someone guiding me toward the couch. A soft touch. Possibly a woman? I felt my sleeve being rolled up before blinding flashes of light poured into my vision. I looked over and saw Troy sitting next to me, his eyes filled with worry. And when I looked toward the back door, I saw two men casing my backyard while someone snapped pictures of the doorknob in the wall.

“Why the fuck couldn't you people do something sooner?!”

The tone of Troy’s voice ripped me out of my trance. The world came back into clear vision and sounds bustled around me. People talking. Camera shutters closing at rapid speed. The smell of chalk and dust hung heavily in the air for some reason and Troy kept yelling.

Just ... just yelling.

“Look at her. Look at those bruises. He had a damn gun to her, and you couldn’t do anything until now?”

“Look at it. The gun even left a bruise.”

“Look at what’s happened to her!”

“Troy, please.” I breathed.

I looked over at him as someone softly pulled up my shirt.

“Just stop,” I whispered.

It felt like my house was filled with random people for ages. I wanted them all to leave, though. I wanted them gone. I talked them all through what happened as many times as I needed to. In as much detail as they requested. I told them about how he knocked. About how he backed me into my own house with a gun to my stomach. How he tried taking me with him out the back door. About when, exactly, Troy made his way into the house. They took notes and listened carefully. Like they should’ve done before. And after all was said and done, the police officers closed my back door. Made their way out of my house. Drove their cars and ambulances and fire trucks into the night, leaving me there to stew in my own fear.

I made sure the doors were locked, though. Windows too.

“Do you want to stay here for the night?” Troy asked.

The hole in the wall sat there. Gaping at me. Reminding me of the events of the night. Troy stood next to me by the couch, his eyes gazing at my profile. I needed sleep. And I knew I wouldn’t get it in this house tonight.

I slowly shook my head. “No. I don’t want to stay here.”

“You could come stay at my place, if you want.”

I sighed. “I really don’t care. Just not here.”

So, he took my hand. Guiding me toward my front door as I picked up the suitcases I had packed for my next Florida journey for work.

“Come on. We’ll go stay at my place for the night and figure out what to do in the morning,” he said.

But something told me I’d have to postpone this Florida trip too.

And for some reason, that really bothered me.
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