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Prologue
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In my years as a book author writing about true crime I have never come across a case like this one. We have three little 8 year old boys that were murdered and found submerged in a drainage canal. The media jumped on the story and put their usual twists and lies into the story to sell their newspapers. Then HBO did a documentary on the case. They covered the trial of the three accused and portrayed these three poor innocent teenagers as the true victims.  The documentary was called Paradise Lost: The Child Murders at Robin Hood Hills and most people who have watched this have come away convinced that Echols, Baldwin and Misskelley were victims of a gross miscarriage of justice. Many then went on to read Devil’s Knot: The True Story of the West Memphis Three by Mara Leveritt, watched Paradise Lost 2. Some have even browsed some of the hundreds of WM3 supporter’s websites. Even celebrities have come forward proclaiming the WM3′s innocence. 

Unfortunately most of these people refuse to look at any facts in this case that point to the overwhelming proof that the killers were caught and sentenced to prison. Two of which received life sentences and the third was sent to death row.  

Unfortunately in 1993 all we had was the media to lead us through the maze of the legal processes of the trial. And many people decided to accept the media’s version of this case as fact. They were led to believe that Misskelley, Echols and Baldwin were only arrested because of the way they looked or dressed or acted, the music they listened to or the books they read or the beliefs they had. The media never hinted to any fact that they were arrested because they did the crime. Two juries unanimously found them guilty because they were obviously guilty.

Outside of the fact that it is a known fact that Damien Echols lied about his whereabouts on the day that the three boys were murdered, and credible eye witnesses placed him in the neighborhood of the killings on the day of the crime there is also physical evidence that is so commonly overlooked by the supporters of The West Memphis Three.

But before we go any further let me take this time to say this. The purpose of this book is to show “all” of the evidence of the case. I want to present to you the reader all of the evidence that shows the possibility of guilt. My goal is to give you the “truth” and not to put any misleading spins on the information like the media does to sell papers. 

I will also like to say that anything that we present here as fact was obtained from the actual police and or court files on this case. There are so many lies that have presented as fact in this case and I think that the people who accept it are not educated enough to take the time to check the statements that they read. If you read something in this book that conflict with what you have been lead to believe then I advise you to search the information to determine the truth. This is one of the most thoroughly documented criminal cases I have ever seen. And I encourage you the reader to look up the case information on this web site Callahan8k.com. It is there that you will find the truth in this case.  

We will also like to note that if you see typos in the police, court or the medical reports, they are there from the original text. We did not correct any of the text to keep the integrity of the facts. We also did not alter any crime scene photos. 
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CHAPTER ONE

MAY 5TH 1993
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From left to right:  Christopher Byers, Michael Moore, and Steve Branch

––––––––
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According to the police reports filed by the families of the three boys, they were last seen together between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on the evening of 5 May 1993. The three boys had finished school for the day at Weaver Elementary School at 3:00 p.m. Steven Branch went home but shortly afterwards Michael came to the house to ask if Steven could come out and play and the two of them left together at 3:30. Before they left, Stevie’s mother Pam Hobbs, gave Stevie strict instructions to be back home by 4:30 and told him that if he wasn’t, he would be grounded for two weeks from riding his bike.

According to Pam, about 5 minutes later around 3:35, Christopher came over and asked if Stevie was home, she was surprised that he hadn’t ran into them outside because they had just left a few minutes before.  

Christopher Byers’ step-father, John Mark Byers, said that he had arrived home at 3:10 p.m. but Christopher was not there when his brother Ryan arrived home at 3:30 p.m. 

John Mark Byers drove Ryan to the courthouse for a 4:00 p.m. appointment. After dropping Ryan off, he then drove to pick up his wife, Melissa Byers from work. They both arrived back at their home at around 5:20 p.m. only to find that Chris was still not at home, even though there was evidence that he had been there. Soon after bringing Melissa home, John Mark Byers had to leave once again to pick up Ryan from the courthouse, but on the way he found Christopher riding a skateboard. John Byers said that he took his son home where he gave him "two or three licks" with a belt, in the presence of his mother Melissa, as punishment for not staying at home as he had been instructed. 

Before returning to the courthouse to pick up Ryan, Byers told Christopher to clean up the carport area. Byers said that this was about 5:30 and that this was the last time that he had seen Christopher. According to the West Memphis Police, Christopher had left his home and met up with his friends (James) Michael Moore and Steven Branch soon after 5:30 p.m.

At about 6:00 p.m., Diana Moore said that she had seen her son (James) Michael riding bicycles with Steven Branch and Christopher Byers. Chris had been sitting on the back of Steven's bike.

A neighbor living only three doors down from Steven Branch said that she saw all three of the boys come riding through her yard on their bicycles around 6:30 pm that evening as she and her family were getting ready to go to church. She yelled at Christopher telling him that he needed to go on home. He looked back and told her, “I don’t have to do what you tell me to do.” The neighbor said at that point she saw Steven’s step-father, Terry Hobbs, coming down the sidewalk walking toward her house. She said that he was calling for Stevie to come back down to their house. She saw the boys heading in that direction as she got into her vehicle with her family and left to go to church. As their car drove past them, she saw all three of the boys were with Terry Hobbs. She was never questioned by the West Memphis Police after the children went missing and she did not think that this information was significant. Until she later learned that Terry Hobbs had stated in court that he had not seen his stepson Stevie at all that day. 

This eyewitness report places Terry Hobbs with Stevie as well as the other two boys on the evening of his disappearance.

Later in the investigation people would question the reason as to why Terry decided not to inform the police that he was with the boys around 6:30 that day.  

John Mark Byers claims that he arrived home from the courthouse with Ryan around 6:30 p.m. to find that Chris was again not at home. Melissa was inside on the phone with her boss and had not been aware that Chris was gone. John, Melissa and Ryan Byers left their home just after 6.30 p.m. to drive around the neighborhood in order to find Chris. During the course of this search, Byers informed a police officer of his son's disappearance. Many people question why he was so adamant to start searching for Christopher at 6:30, so soon after Christopher left the house.  

According to Byers, he was told by an officer to wait until 8:00 p.m. before making an official report with the police. This is common practice with young children that are reported missing. In most instances the child will eventually show back up at home later in the evening.  

Byers then explained to the officer that the reason he was so concerned was that Chris had never disappeared like this before. This statement was later contradicted by Christopher’s mother Melissa Byers, during an interview on 25 May 1993, when she told police that Christopher had disappeared on several other occasions for hours at a time. 

Throughout the investigation numerous people came forward to report that they had seen the boys on the day that they came up missing. The latest sighting was at around 7 p.m. when a witness saw them going toward Robin Hood woods.

These are the last known sightings of the three boys reported to the West Memphis Police. 


Morning until 2:45pm - at school

2:45pm – Stevie Branch walks home from school with Pam and Amanda

3:00pm - Stevie Branch arrives home

3:00pm-3:15pm (approx.) - Michael Moore arrives at Stevie's on his bike

3:15pm (approx.) - Stevie and Michael leave the house to ride their bikes. Stevie is told to be back by 4:30pm. The boys leave; go west on South McAuley, then north on 14th.

3:35 pm (approx.) - Christopher Byers comes to the home of Stevie Branch. Pam Hobbs tells him that Stevie and Michael just left, so Chris leaves in search of his friends.

4-4:15pm - Gregory Quirt reports seeing Stevie and Michael with a bunch of other boys. He says they told him they were going "riding". Quirt described seeing 3 boys on 2 bikes (unconfirmed as to whether the 3rd boy on the bike was Chris).

5:15pm - (approx.) David Jacoby states that he saw Stevie and two boys pass by outside of his home.

5:00-5:30pm - Jeff Martins/Betty Lou Martins - see 4 boys (3 on two bikes, and 1 walking). They identified Chris, Michael, and Stevie. The approximate distance from the Hobbs' house (near Jacoby's house) and the Martins' house on 719 Wilson is half a mile.

5:45pm - The Baileys report seeing Stevie and Michael on WE Catt, wearing green backpacks, riding bikes. Michael told Otto Bailey that he was in a hurry and needed to leave. The boys are going toward Mayfair.

5:45pm-6:00pm - Kim Williams is seen in the same location as Stevie and Michael until she is called in by her father. Claims she last saw the two boys heading into Robin Hood woods by way of the Goodwin entrance.

6:00pm - Ben Crafton confirms that Kim was with Stevie and Michael until being called in by her father.  

5:45 - 5:50 pm. - Debra O'Tinger says the boys meet up in her yard at 1309 Goodwin Avenue

6:00pm - Jason Gobbell reports seeing 2 boys on bikes

6:00pm - Dana Moore saw three boys on two bikes on N 14th.

6-6:30pm - Chris, Michael, and Stevie are seen playing in the Clark's backyard (a few houses down from the Hobbs' house). Jamie Clark Ballard stated that she heard Terry Hobbs call Stevie back to the house.

6-6:30pm - All three boys are seen by Cindy Rico. She said she saw them by "the drainage ditch down past Blue Beacon down by the bridge."

6:45pm - (questionable sighting) Bryan Woody said he saw 4 boys playing on Goodwin (not confirmed as Stevie, Michael, and Chris)

7pm - Chris Wahl says he saw Christopher and Stevie riding bikes. He refers to one boy as a blonde. It was 7 p.m. because Chris Wahl just got out of night school at that time and saw the boys after class let out. The boys were going toward Robin Hood woods. He reported that it was beginning to get dark. He was polygraphed about involvement and did not indicate deception to questions asking if he was involved. 


*** NOTE *** All of these sightings are in the vicinity of the Robin Hood woods where the bodies would later be found. Also note that the times that each witness gave could be off by a few minutes as they are just guessing at the time. The only exceptions are Jamie Clark Ballard who was heading to church at the time of the sighting and Chris Wahl as he just got out of night school when he saw the boys. These two witnesses were 100% certain on the time frame of their sightings that Wednesday evening when the three children would be reported missing. 

At 8:08 p.m. John Mark Byers called the West Memphis Police Department to report that his step-son Christopher was still missing. West Memphis Police Officer Regina Meek responded to the Byers' home to take the report. 

Fifteen minutes later, Diana Moore spoke with John Mark Byers. She told him that she had seen the three boys at 6:00 p.m. Byers said that this was the first time he had been aware that Chris was with Steven and Michael. 

John Mark Byers began to search the Robin Hood Hills area with Diana Moore, Melissa Byers and his step-son Ryan Clark. This was the last known location of the boys. According to Byers, it was already dark by then. At some time between 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., Byers went home alone to change out of the shorts and flip flops that he had been wearing, into a pair of overalls and boots. At the time that he left, the search party consisted of Ryan Clark, Ritchie Masters, Brett Smith and his sister, along with many others. Later that night they were joined by Officer Moore from the West Memphis Police Department, who would continue to search with them from 10:20 until 11:00 p.m.

Mr. Bojangles 
The West Memphis police received a call from Marty King, the manager of the Bojangles restaurant located at 1551 N. Missouri, three quarters of a mile directly west along the bayou diversion channel from The Robin Hood Hills at 8:40 pm on the night of the children's disappearance. 
The notes from the police log read:  "Bojangles - B/M - towards Delta - bleeding - WW/cap - blue shirt - blk. pants - cast R arm"  The call went to Officer Regina Meek., the same officer that had taken the report from John Byers that his son, Christopher was missing, only a few minutes before.
As Marty King explained, a black male, muddy, disoriented and bleeding was inside the women's restroom.  There was blood and feces on the floor, stall and walls.  A toilet paper roll was soaked to the core with blood.  
Officer Meek arrived at the Bojangles at 8:50 pm.  She didn't enter the restaurant, instead, pulling up to the drive-through window.  She was informed there that the bleeding man had already left. Officer Meek spent the next few minutes searching for him outside.  At 9:01 pm, she received yet another call.  Someone was egging a house.  (From later notes, it was one egg.)  Officer Meek responded.  
After this incident was released to the public, law enforcement officers across the county commented on the actions of officer Meek that night. With a report of a man bleeding, it would be standard operating procedure to investigate the area where the man was seen. (In this case the bathroom stall). At the time of the call it was not known the overall situation of this man. Was he shot, stabbed or did he suffer a life threatening wound? Many people in the law enforcement field say that the actions taken by officer Meeks are totally in conflict with the training of police officers. 

The next day, Officer Covington was speaking to the manager of Bojangles and, in light of the discovery of the murdered boys; he requested that this be followed-up.  (Covington was off-duty.  In fact, he is the only evening shift officer on duty the fifth of May who is not listed for the sixth of May.)
The police notes for the May 6th visit to the Bojangles restaurant are listed here. Note that any typos in the statements were not corrected to keep the integrity of the story in tact:
––––––––
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5/6/93 Received call to go to Bo-Jangles + talk to the Manager.
5/6/93 9:00 P.M. Det. Sgt. Allen + Det. Ridge went to Bo-Jangles + talked with the manager, a Marty King [address and phone redacted]. Marty King related that they had a Black / male on 5/5/93 Between 9:00 - 9:30 PM that a Black / male was found the ladies bathroom bleeding from the arm. the Manager stated that the black man was 5-11, thin dirty, late 20's, pair of sunglasses were left in toilet suspected by Black / male. Subject had a blue cast type brace on his arm that had white Velcro on it. the Black male appeared to be mental / + disorentated (Not intoxicated or under influence of  drugs) Police were called Subject left out on foot + Walked East toward the back dumpster then [inserted here: Black males clothing was denim sleeveless shirt, Black shoes, look like tennis shoes. Black thin warm up pants.]  came back out to Missouri + walked torward Delta Service Station.
Det. Ridge took blood scrapings from North Wall inside women's bathroom above toliet, took blood scrapings from inside of door to women's bathroom + Entrance hall to bathroom From Sitting Area at Bojangles. [signed] Mike Allen   
Bojangles description (summary from police log notes and 5/6 report):  
Late 20's. 

5'11

Thin

Blue cast with white Velcro on his right arm.

Blue denim sleeveless shirt

Black shoes

Black thin warm up pants.

Disoriented, bleeding.

––––––––
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Marty King described the mystery man in the bathroom as having mud on his pants similar to the way the two officers had mud on their pants—and this was after the officers had been in the ditch where the bodies of the three murdered children had been found.
Was there a second sighting of the Bojangles man?  During the door to door interviews there was this comment from a neighbor on Wilson:  
"Bill H. - saw nothing but said we need to talk to Mrs. C.  735-xxxx.  She works for Schneider Truck Lines evening shift.  She said a driver saw a man with blood all over him Wed night." 

––––––––
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Three trucks from Schneider National visited the Blue Beacon Truck Wash after 7 pm on Wednesday.  
The West Memphis police looked at two suspects as possibly being the elusive Mr. Bojangles, although this was six or more weeks after the crime.  From police notes (misspellings intact):
6/24/93 Talked with a Larry Ceasar who has been known in the past to of worn a brace on his right arm, from an injury (gunshot wound) to shoulder. Larry Ceaser fits the general description of that given by the Bojagles manager of a B/M that came into Bojagles on 05/05/93 with the exception that Larry Ceaser has a full beard & is known to this investigator as always wearing a beard.  Larry Ceaser was asked about wearing an arm brace during the month of May. Larry Ceaser who has a crippled right arm stated he hadn't worn a arm brace since back around Thanksgiven, this was verified in reference to arm brace by Otis Ceaser, & Robert Ceaser, brother of Larry Ceasers. the radio log on May 5, 1993, reflected that Paul Shrader unit #271 at 2:41 P.M. checked Larry Ceaser, radio log reflected #271 Sharder was in the South East Part of West Memphis, Larry Ceaser stated he remembed the white police checking him last month & they checked him in front of the police substation in the Project. Larry Ceasers denies every being at Bojangles on MO Street.  [signed] Michael W. Allen

06/28/93 Michael Scott 301 S. 20th B/M was talked to by Sgt. Mike Allen. Michael Scott had on his arm a permanent cast on his right arm & a cast on his left arm. Hasn't had a temporary brace blue in color with velcro white stripes.  Has had cast on right arm plaster white prior to May 5th 1993 & received injury to left arm May 16th 1993. (Police report on File)  Denies being at Bojangles ever.  (Manager of Bojangles stated the Black Male was somewhat mentally ill & that brace was not plaster but Blue Material type with White Velcro stripes.)  As of 6/28/93 the black male described at Bojangle's hadn't been identified.  [signed] Mike Allen

Marty King testified that he had never been approached by the police again regarding this incident.  The blood samples taken by the police were declared lost.  
Was Mr. Bojangles involved in the murders of the children?   Perhaps the most interesting facts about him were that even though he was bleeding and disoriented, he did not seek assistance.  He did not come forward later to explain his actions, in spite of his notoriety.  It appears as though he was avoiding authorities, perhaps his injuries were related to criminal activity, and perhaps he had an active warrant for his arrest.  
It is rightly pointed out that Mr. Bojangles could not have likely have been a sole perpetrator or could have walked all the way bleeding and disoriented from the Blue Beacon area without leaving more of a trail of blood.  This consideration has the Blue Beacon woods as the site of the murders.  Perhaps the murders took place in a location nearer to the Bojangles restaurant.  Perhaps Mr. Bojangles had a falling out and fight with the other perpetrators.  Or, quite possibly, this event had nothing to do with the murders.  All of these remain as speculation, as the mystery of Mr. Bojangles has never been solved.  

The Tattooed Man 
Perhaps as unsettling as the Bojangles incident is the account of a mysterious hitchhiker sometimes called "the tattooed man."  Ken Govar was travelling east on I-40 when he picked up a hitchhiker on the road about 20 miles outside of Little Rock.  The man told Govar that he was heading to Knoxville, Tennessee.  He was described as intense, and angry.  But what was most unnerving to Govar, was a large tattoo of a devil on the passenger's forearm.  When they arrived in West Memphis at 3:30 pm, the hitchhiker insisted on being left there, even though Govar told him that he would be able to take him further along the way to Knoxville.  He asked to be let out at a convenience store on the south side of the interstate.  From the description given by Govar, this store would either have been directly next to the Blue Beacon or further down next to 18th Street. Both locations would put him within walking distance to The Robin Hood Hills area. Ken Govar gave an interview to the Little Rock Police and they made a sketch of the individual and the tattoo.
". . . on the forearm of his left arm, he had a 6" to 8" tattoo of a devil sitting on its haunches with three claws up on his hands and the face, looked like kinda dinosaur sitting there on his haunches, with the three claws up like this but he had the face of a traditional devil, like you would draw a devil with a pointed chin and you know the horns and everything. . . . It was horrible."

[image: govar sketches]

The hitchhiker’s description given to police by Govar:  
26 to 28 years old

5’8 to 5'10

"On the thin side of thin"

Reddish blonde hair, bushy eyebrows and sideburns

Stubbly red beard

Freckles

Bone tattoo in blood red background on right forearm.

Devil tattoo on left forearm

Worked trimming trees
The police made a file with the sketches and the notes from Govar.  He said that he was never contacted again by the West Memphis police. 
In the door to door interviews, one woman described someone with a devil tattoo.  She talked about the Wren twins, who at age 19 already had served jail time and had a prison break to their names.  "The Wren boys have dropped out of sight last couple of days! A boy & girl have been in the neighborhood for the Wren boy's. This boy has a tattoo on his left forearm of a devil with a hood on! With scratches on chest! Jeff."  (The exclamation marks were in the original police notes.)  She went on to describe Jeff as a white male, 5'9, 180, 18 years of age with a yellow Monte Carlo.  
The police interviewed a Jeff Looney, who in some ways fit this description. He knew the Wrens, having dated one of their sisters.  His father owned a “butterscotch" colored Fifth Avenue, a car that is large and boxy just like a Monte Carlo.  He was on the thin side of thin, 5'11 and 140.  He had a job trimming bushes.  He had a number of tattoos and his arms were photographed.  However, none of the tattoos looked like a devil.  
The sketch made by Govar looks like the suspect, William Welch.  According to his intake form, Welch did have a Grim Reaper tattoo on his left arm and a rose and heart on his right.  He was 5'10 and 160, but he could be better described as muscular rather than thin.  His hair was sandy blonde.  
But could either of these have been the tattooed man?  The only link in the West Memphis police files was Govar's sketch, and it found its way into the jacket of another mysterious individual.  

On May the 6th, someone had taken a cab from Memphis to Centerville, Tennessee, 168 miles.  At first, he asked to go to a hotel near the airport and then asked to be driven to Nashville.  He got out of the cab in Centerville, Tennessee when the driver was refueling.  
Tracy Laxton was brought in to the police because he had frightened several local teenagers (including Jessie Misskelley).  Based on the fact that Tracy Laxton admitted to hitching rides and returning to town recently and the fact that he had red hair was 5'7 and 140 pounds he was included in the line-up, although his heavy facial hair probably excluded him.  Govar said that none of the men matched the person who he remembered and that the tattoo was definitely a devil, and not a grim reaper.

[image: line up]

When John Mark Byers arrived home at 11:00 p.m., he called the Sheriff to request a search and rescue team. He said, “Look, I've had one police officer out here helping me look for these boys.  Now, I called once and ya'll told me what to do, and I did that.  Now I'm calling now, and I want to know why the search and rescue squad won't come out here and help me look for my boy.” He was then told to call Denver Reed, the leader of the Crittenden County team the following morning. 

John and Ryan left the house again and drove to the Blue Beacon Truck Wash. Here he told the people inside that he was looking for his son Chris and two other boys. He then drove around the back. For some time, Byers and Ryan shouted for the boys and honked their horn. Still unable to find the boys, they drove back home. 

[image: blue becon in west memphis arkansas]

The Blue Beacon Truck Wash

––––––––
[image: ]


They were met there by Melissa, Terry Hobbs, Steven Branch's grandfather, and Diana Moore. After a short discussion, the group decided to make another attempt to search for the boys in the woods.
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CHAPTER TWO

MAY 6TH 1993


***WARNING***

This chapter contains graphic photos of the crime scene and the victims.
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At 1:30 a.m., May 6th, Sergeant Ball of the West Memphis Police Department (WMPD), drove to the Byers's home to inform John and Melissa that a search for the boys was being conducted in the area. After he left at about 2:00 a.m., Tony Hudson, a friend of Byers, came to the house. Byers and Hudson left soon after to search the Mid-Continent building which was currently vacant and being rebuilt after having been blown over in a recent storm. They thought that the boys may have been hiding there. When John and Tony arrived, they saw a black van nearby. It was locked and they assumed that it belonged to one of the workers at the site. They continued their search for about an hour before they returned home with the intention of resuming their search as soon as it was daylight.

The next morning John Byers called Denver Reed and arranged to meet him at 8:00 a.m. The search resumed in the Robin Hood Hills area, with Terry Hobbs, Diana Moore, Byers and a number of others. After John met with Reed, another search was conducted until 1:45 p.m. when Sergeant Mike Allen found the first body of the missing boys. The exact circumstances behind the discovery of the children are a bit vague.  The initial police statements referred to Officer Mike Allen finding a floating tennis shoe in the ditch in the Blue Beacon Woods. Because of the snafu that no detectives were notified until early morning on May 6th, detectives were trudging through the crime scene they did not yet know was a crime scene; until Detective Mike Allen saw the unmistakable yellow Cub Scout hat and a child’s sneaker floating in the stream.

[image: Description: http://media.commercialappeal.com/media/img/photos/2012/01/21/930506crimescene_t607.jpg]

Later this was amended to say that it was a juvenile probation officer that found the floating shoe.  On scene at the time of the discovery of the children were:  Steve Jones, probation officer; Mike Allen, detective West Memphis Police; Diane Hester, West Memphis Police; George Phillips, West Memphis Police; and, Billy Sanders, West Memphis Police. 

While Mike Allen attempted to retrieve the items by leaning over the creek with his hands on a tree on the opposite side, he lost his footing on the muddy bank and slid into the murky aquatic coffin of the missing boys.

Allen’s foot slid underneath the first victim, and caused the naked, hog-tied and badly bruised body of Michael Moore to float to the surface at approximately 1 PM.

Although the unsigned police report doesn't state the exact location of the discovery, it implies that the body was found submerged in a creek about 60 yards south of Interstate 55. An hour later, the body was removed from the creek by police officers.

[image: Description: http://www.documentingreality.com/forum/uploadedimages/1/8/5/2/8/6/298474.thumb?d=1313816860]

Shortly after the first victim’s body was removed, the second body was found by Detective Bryn Ridge, then the third another five feet away. Chris Byers and Steve Branch were found face down and fully submerged and were located by the apparent
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