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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction
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Hello, and welcome to my book. I hope you find it very informative. Perhaps you are wondering why I have chosen the foxhunting topic. One of my favourite animals is the red fox. I began writing the children’s book ‘The Fantastic World of Foxes’, when I stumbled across an article about foxhunting. I decided to write a chapter in my book about the subject, and quickly began researching it. I read books and articles on the subject, and watched videos online of foxhunts. Shortly into my research, I soon came to realize the brutal aspects of foxhunting. It was, until now, a sport that I knew very little of. I had seen it portrayed in the media – from a scene in the film ‘Mary Poppins’, and an episode of ‘Midsomer Murder’. That was basically the extent of my foxhunting knowledge over the years, as neither I nor my immediate family are hunters. Growing up, my family always had a houseful of animals – from dogs, cats, tadpoles, guinea pigs, amphibians, and insects. And I was always taught from an early age, that animals can feel pain, and they have a vast range of emotions just like people do. Animals are intelligent, funny, and they are equally as important as humans. After all, humans are animals, too. And we all have to co-exist, and share this earth.

The further I researched foxhunting, the more appalled I became. I was wholly unprepared for the brutality of foxhunting, as the grisly details were much too disturbing for the intended chapter in my children’s non-fiction book. However, at that point I had pages of research that had taken me days to write. Although it didn’t fit into my book, it seemed a shame to delete the lengthy chapter. Instead, I removed the majority of the chapter from the book, and decided to publish it as its own separate book – and thus was born ‘Foxhunting: the Savage Sport’. 

In this book, I would like to share with you a brief look at the history of foxhunting, as well as the roles of the different people involved in the hunt. I have a chapter on the horrifying activities involved in the foxhunting business, such as spotlighting, cub hunting, as well as badger baiting, and the cruelty towards the foxhounds and hunt horses involved in the hunt. 

I will be adding a few pictures of foxhunting for reference, such as the hunters in their red coats (so that you can get an idea what the outfits look like). There will also be a few images of the different types of foxhounds that are used in the foxhunting business. However, I have decided to omit the gruesome pictures of the victimized foxes, because I found the images of the dead foxes disturbing and heart-breaking. 

Maybe you already know what foxhunting is. But for the sake of this book, I will go ahead and presume that you don’t know much about foxhunting. So, perhaps we should start with the basics. First off, what is foxhunting? 

Well, if I had to describe foxhunting in a single sentence, it would be this: Foxhunting is an activity that involves hunters and dogs tracking and chasing down foxes to kill them. People raise and train their scent hounds (dogs that have really good noses for sniffing out foxes), and the hunters chase after the dogs and fox either by foot, or on horseback. Usually, they are looking for red foxes, but they can hunt after other types of foxes. 
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This is the Rev. William Heathcote (1772-1802) on horseback(son of the 3rd Baronet);Sir William Heathcote of Hursley, 3rd Baronet (1746-1819), holding his horse and whip; and Major Vincent Hawkins Gilbert, M.F.H holding a fox mask. The Heathcote’s family seat was Hursley House. Daniel Gardner painted the three men on a foxhunt, in 1790.

LOTS OF FOXHUNTING supporters like to talk about fox hunting as if it is this idealized, romanticized sport. To many, it is considered a large and distinctive part of their country’s culture. Maybe you have seen pictures or movies of fox hunting. Men on horseback out in the countryside, followed closely by a pack of barking and baying dogs. Jovial sounds of bugles or trumpets announcing their arrival, the thump of hoofbeats thunder the ground, as they chase after the red fox. Throngs of supporters stand by the roadside and watch the hunt, or follow the hunt either by foot, or on quad bikes. All of them, united in the single mission – to destroy the villainous red fox, who would otherwise slaughter their chickens or lambs. 

To some people, foxhunting is considered great sport. However, I am extremely reluctant to describe fox hunting as a ‘sport’, because of the nature of the activity. Its primary focus, after all, is the slaying of red foxes in a brutal manner. And as they are one of my favourite animals, I find this activity very upsetting. I honestly don’t understand how a person can look at a beautiful fox, and say to themselves, ‘Yes, that is an animal that I want to kill.’ 
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CHAPTER TWO

History of foxhunting
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In this chapter, I am going to cover a brief history of the activity of foxhunting. It is a very old activity, dating all the way back to 1534. In Suffolk, England, farmers started chasing foxes with their dogs as a means of pest control. They used to call foxes ‘beasts of the chase’, a phrase which they also for red deer, martens, and roes. The activity’s original roots stem from Assyrian, Babylonian, and ancient Egyptian times, where they used to use scent hounds to hunt (which was known as ‘venery’ back then – a word that simply means ‘to hunt’). At this time, people began training dogs specifically to hunt foxes in Bilsdale, Yorkshire. 
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IN CELTIC BRITAIN (even before the Romans arrived), people were already hunting with Agassaei hounds during the first century. The Romans introduced Castorian, and Fulpine hound breeds. When William the Conqueror arrived, he introduced the Gascon and Talbot hounds. 

During the Elizabethan era, foxhunting was not yet considered an aristocratic activity. Instead, it was simply farmers using their packs of dogs to hunt down foxes, as they considered them vermin. At that time, there was a distinct difference between the poachers and gamekeepers trapping animals with nets or traps, as it wasn’t considered sport. The general consensus of that time period was that ‘gentlemen’ were hunters who used either hawks or hounds to catch their prey. Foxhunting was not yet steeped in the formalities and traditions yet. Hunters didn’t go after only foxes – they hunted all sorts of animals at the time, like bears, wolves, boar, hares, and stags. 

By the end of the 17th century, deer hunting wasn’t nearly as popular. People had begun fencing their properties, and a lot of the forests where the deer used to live got cut down. During the Industrial Revolution, people began moving away from their small, rural towns, and into the cities to get a job. They built roads, railway lines, and canals across the lands. People started using shotguns to hunt in the 19th century, and they also started to shoot gamebirds. Also, a man named Hugo Meynell developed breeds of hounds and horses that would be able to run around the rural geography of England. 
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SIGHT HOUNDS (sometimes called gazehounds), are prized for their excellent vision and speed. This category includes greyhounds, and Irish wolfhounds. They are particularly good at coursing, which means that when they see their prey, they silently stalk it, pursue it, and take it down. Many sight hounds are of a somewhat fragile build, which is why they are often crossbred with sturdier working dogs (and the result of such crossbreeding is referred to as a lurcher). 

Scent hounds are valued for their intense sense of smell. They generally are used in packs, which is referred to as a cry of hounds. Some of the different breeds, such as the beagle, have a bell-like bark or yell, while others have a much deeper, booming bark. 

A lymer is a trained scent hound, such as a bloodhound, or a St. Hubert’s. When hunting deer, the huntsman goes out in the field with the lymer, to locate deer droppings (fewmets) on the ground. They would use the fewmets to track the deer, in hopes of finding the animal either sleeping or resting, without scaring it away. This is called harbouring the prey. During a hunt, the keepers with their lymers will be sent out in different directions, so that they can save time when the hunt actually begins.  

Fox hunting didn’t just take place in the United Kingdom. It also happened elsewhere. For example, foxhunting also happens in places such as the United States, Canada, and Australia. The activity is very controversial in the UK (United Kingdom), as many people believe that the activity is cruel and unnecessary. 

Foxes are considered vermin in some countries, and getting rid of them is simply a form of pest control. Farmers are scared of losing their livestock, like their chickens. Other farmers consider foxes an ally, because they will control the rabbit, vole and rodent population – and all of these creatures eat the farmer’s crops. Foxes are known for surplus killing (also called ‘henhouse syndrome’) – a phrase which means that a fox will kill way more chickens than it actually needs to feast on. If they have hungry cubs waiting for a meal, a fox will bring some of the chickens home to its babies. A lot of times, a fox
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