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Ethiopia

Ethiopia is one of the largest and most populous countries in Africa. It covers an area about the size of Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico. Ethiopia consists roughly of a large, temperate central plateau surrounded by fiercely hot deserts. The province of Eritrea on the northeastern coast is one of the hottest and driest areas in Africa. One of its coastal cities, Massaua, has an average annual temperature of eighty-six degrees Fahrenheit.

History

Other than a five-year period before World War II, when Mussolini invaded the country, Ethiopia has managed to resist foreign domination during its recorded history, even the aggressive European colonization of the 1800s.

Eritrea has been a part of Ethiopia since 1952, but in recent years, Eritreans as well as Tigres (another ethnic group living southeast of Eritrea) have been battling to secede from Ethiopia. Many roads to the mountainous interior have been destroyed in the fighting. Food supplies to relieve famine in the interior, channeled through Eritrea (where Ethiopia’s only ports are located), have been blockaded and confiscated for use by Eritrean troops and citizens.

Ethiopia is one of the oldest Christian nations. Its conversion to Christianity dates back to the fourth century a.d. During the Middle Ages, it was the only Christian kingdom outside Europe. The Bible contains several complimentary references to Ethiopia, a source of pride to these early Christians. About half of Ethiopians are Christians (Ethiopian Orthodox), 40 percent are Muslims, and a small minority are Ethiopian Jews (called Falashas), who believe in a mixture of Judaic and traditional African ideas. Immigration from Ethiopia to the U.S. has numbered only in the several hundred each year starting in the early 1970s. In the 1970s and 1980s, there have been hundreds of thousands of refugees from famine and civil strife who fled to neighboring African countries.

Language

Over 90 percent of Ethiopia’s population lives in rural areas. Seventy known languages are spoken there, but the dominant one is Amharic. Ethiopians are the only people in Africa to have their own form of writing, which dates back at least 2,000 years and comes from a southern Arabian language. Many of Ethiopia’s languages are Semitic and are related to Arabic and Hebrew.

Ethiopian Female Names

Abeba (ah-beh-BAH) flower

Abrihet (ahb-ruh-HUHT) she had made it light

Adanech (ah-DAH-nehtch) (Amharic and Tigrinya) she has rescued them

Adina (AH-duh-nuh) (Amharic) she has saved

Alam world

Alitash (AH-luh-tash) (Amharic) may I not lose you

Amhara (AHM-har-ah) the Amhara people of Ethiopia

Ayana (ah-YAH-nah) beautiful flower

Azmera (ahz-MAIR-ah) harvest

Bathsheba (H) daughter of an oath; Batsheva

Belkis another name the Queen of Sheba was known by

Berhane (Amharic and Tigrinya) my light

Berta a people in Ethiopia and Sudan who speak a unique language

China (Shona) Thursday

Debre (DEH-bruh) mountain, hill

Debtera (duhb-TUH-ruh) (Amharic) a priest who is in training

Desse (DEHS-say) a large town in the region of Eritrea

Desta happiness

Dilla a town in southern Ethiopia

Falasha (Amharic) landless one (Ethiopian Jews are called Falashas)

Faiashina (Amharic) the language spoken by the Falashas

Fana (FAH-nah) (Amharic and Tigrinya) light

Fannah fun

Genat heaven

Habesha one of the peoples of the highlands of Ethiopia

Kayla (KIGH-lah) an Ethiopian ethnic group and their language

Keren (KAR-uhn) a town in Eritrea; Cheren

Kess (kehs) a priest of one of the Ethiopian churches

Kifle (KEHF-leh) my class

Lishan (LEE-shahn) (Amharic) award, medal; Nishan

Louam sleep well

Magdala a town in the central highlands of Ethiopia, former capital

Maharene forgive us

Makda (H) woman of Magdala

Makeda (muh-KUH-duh) real name of Queen of Sheba; beautiful armrest

Mandera a town in Kenya near the Ethiopian border

Melesse eternal

Misrak (MUHS-rahk) (Amharic and Tigrinya) east

Nyala a rare mountain goat found only in Ethiopia

Qwara (KWAH-rah) a people of Ethiopia

Retta won

Sebie autumn

Seble Wengel (SUHB-luh WEHN-gehl) harvest of the New Testament

Selam (SUH-lahm) (Amharic and Tigrinya) peace

Selamawit (suh-lahm-ah-WEET) she is peaceful

Selassie (Amharic and Tigrinya) trinity

Semhar country

Senaiet happy

Sheba from the Queen of Sheba

Shinasha a people of Ethiopia also called Bworo

Sisay (SEE-sigh) (Amharic) omen of good things

Tavavich name of the wife of nineteenth-century Ethiopian emperor

Teru (Amharic) combining name; good

Totit (TOH-tit) (Amharic) a nickname; female monkey

Tsage happiness

Wagaye (wah-GAH-yeh) (Amharic) my price

Yehudit (H) tenth-century Falasha queen; praise

Yeshi (Amharic) combining name; a thousand

Yeshi Emebet mistress of a thousand people

Zala a people of Ethiopia

Zauditu (zow-DEE-too) (Amharic) she is the crown

Ethiopian Male Names

Abai (AH-bigh) (Amharic) name for the Nile River

Abebe (an-BUH-buh) (Amharic) he has flourished

Afework one who speaks of pleasant things

Aman (AH-man) (Amharic) peace

Assefa (ah-seh-FAH) enlarge

Atoberhan sunny

Azmera (ahz-MAIR-ah) harvest

Bekele (buh-KUH-luh) (Amharic) he has grown

Beniam (H) son of the right hand

Berhanua (Amharic) his light

Berihun (bair-EE-hoon) (Amharic and Tigrinya) let him be our guide

Berta (BUR-tuh) (Amharic) be strong, persevere

Dawit (DAH-weet) (H) beloved

Eremias (AIR-mee-ahs) (H) God will uplift

Ezana (ay-ZAH-nah) the fourth-century king who adopted Christianity

Fasilidas a historic king of Ethiopia

Fethee judgment

Gebereal (H) God is my strength

Gebre (GUH-bruh) (Amharic and Tigrinya) an offering; Gabra

Gondar a royal town in Ethiopia from the 1600s to the 1800s

Hagos (Tigrinya) joy, happiness

Hakim (HAH-keem) (Amharic and Tigrinya) doctor, medicine man

Iskander (Gr) defender of mankind

Iyasu (ee-YAH-soo) Christian emperor of Ethiopia from 1682 to 1706

Jima a town in southwest Ethiopia; Jimma, Gimma

Kafa a province in southwestern Ethiopia; Kaffa, Gomara, Kefa

Kaleb (Amharic and Tigrinya) reference to biblical Cain

Kelile (kuh-LEE-leh) (Amharic) my brother, protector

Kifle (KIF-leh) (Amharic and Tigrinya) my share

Lema (LUH-muh) (Amharic) cultivated, developed

Mamo (MAH-moh) like “Buddy” in U.S., often used when name is unknown

Mekonnen (meh-koh-NUHN) (Amharic and Tigrinya) respected, elite

Melaku (meh-LAH-koo) (Amharic) the angel

Mengesha kingdom

Merille (muh-RI-leh) a people of Ethiopia

Miruts (muh-ROOTS) (Tigrinya) he who has been chosen

Nazaret (nah-suh-RAHT) town in Ethiopia named after

Nazareth in Israel

Negash (NUH-gahsh) (Amharic and Tigrinya) next in line for the throne

Negasi (nuh-GAH-see) (Amharic and Tigrinya) he will be crowned

Negus (NUH-goos or ni-GOOS) king, emperor

Ogbay don’t take from me

Oromo largest ethnic group in Ethiopia that’s also called Galla, herdsmen

Rahad (RAH-had) a river in Ethiopia

Ras (rahs) head, honorary title equivalent to duke or nobleman

Sarsa Dengel (SAHR-suh-DUHN-guhl) penetration by osmosis

Selam (SUH-lahm) (Amharic and Tigrinya) peace

Selassie (Amharic and Tigrinya) trinity

Semere (Gr) farmer

Sisay (SEE-sigh) (Amharic) omen of good things

Tamirat (TAM-i-raht) (Amharic) miracle

Tariku (Amharic) the events surrounding his birth

Taye (TAH-yeh) he has been seen

Tefere seed

Teferi (tuh-FUH-ree) (Amharic and Tigrinya) one who is feared

Tegene (tuh-guh-NEH) my protector

Teka (TUH-kuh) (Amharic) he has replaced

Tekle (TUHK-leh) (Amharic and Tigrinya) my plant

Teruworq good gold

Tesfaye (tuhs-FAH-yeh) (Amharic and Tigrinya) my hope

Tessema (tuh-SUH-mah) (Amharic) he has been heard

Tewodros (Gr) gift of God

Yacob (H) supplanter

Yohannes (H) God’s gracious gift

Yonas (H) dove

Zere (Zuh-ruh) (Amharic) the descendant of Jacob

Zere Yacob the descendant of Jacob

Zula a port town in Eritrea

Ghana

History

The emigration from Ghana was involuntary, and by American standards, early. Most of the slaves arrived in America between 1741 and 1807, before Congress banned importation of slaves in 1808. (Another estimated 54,000 were smuggled into the country between 1808 and 1860.) During the peak slave trade period, arrivals averaged 5,000 per year.

The total number of slaves brought to the Americas has been variously estimated at ten to twelve million, with perhaps an equal number dying in the process. Only 7 percent of the slaves were brought to the U.S. Far greater numbers were destined to go to Brazil and the Caribbean.

The development of the sugarcane, cotton and tobacco trades in the American Southeast created an insatiable demand for labor, particularly for strong workers who could withstand not only heat but tropical disease. The African people were, to their misfortune, relatively resistant to malaria and yellow fever, as well as conspicuous in their skin color (therefore, it was easy to spot runaways).

Approximately one-eighth of the 650,000 Africans brought to America were from various regions of Ghana, known until 1957 as the Gold Coast. Since the early 1970s, emigration from Ghana has gradually increased from about 300 each year to about 900.

Language

As with most regions of Africa, Ghana comprises several tribes and languages. Among them are the Ewe, Ga and Twi languages, which are sister languages to Akan. Other forms of Akan are Ashanti and Fante.

Naming Traditions

The naming traditions are similar among the tribes who speak these dialects. A baby is given two names: the soul’s name and the name given by the father. The soul’s name comes from the deity associated with the day the child is born and is conferred on the child at the hour of its birth by the birth attendant. Seven days later in a naming ceremony, the father gives the baby a name of a distinguished relative in the father’s family. The child is taught early on that he or she has a responsibility to bring honor to the names chosen and exhibit the exemplary qualities of the namesake.

Kinship ties are thus knit early for African children, not only to the immediate family, but to the extended family of aunts, uncles, grandparents, etc., and to the larger community as well. Because of the harsh climate and prevalence of disease in West Africa, only one in two babies reaches adolescence, and a strong, surviving child is welcomed and loved by all. The naming ceremony is an occasion of celebration in which the entire community takes part.

Ghanan Female Names

Aba (ah-BAH) (Fante) born on Thursday

Abam (ah-BAHM) (Twi) second child after twins

Abena (ah-beh-NAH) (Fante) born on Tuesday

Abla born on Tuesday

Adwoa (ah-dwo-AH) (Fante) born on Monday

Afafa (ah-FAH-fah) (Ewe) first child of second husband

Afi (ah-FEE) (Ewe) born on Friday

Afryea (ah-FREE-yah) (Ewe) born during good times

Afua (ah-FOO-ah) (Ewe, Ashanti) born on Friday

Akosua (ah-KOO-soo-ah) (Ewe) born on Sunday

Akua (ah-KOO-ah) (Ewe) born on Wednesday

Akwete (ah-KWEH-teh) (Ga) elder of twins

Akwokwo (ah-KWO-kwo) (Ga) younger of twins

Ama (AH-mah) (Ewe) born on Saturday

Antobam (ahn-to-BAHM) (Fante) posthumous child

Baba (BAH-bah) (Fante) born on Thursday

Boahinmaa (bwa-HEEN-mah) (Ewe) one who has left her own community, expatriate

Do (DO) (Ewe) first child after twins

Dofi (DO-fee) (Ewe) second child after twins

Efia (eh-FEE-ah) (Fame) born on Friday

Enyonyam (EN-yo-nam) (Ewe) it is good for me

Kakra (kah-KRAH) (Fante) younger of twins

Kessie (Fame, Ashanti) fat at birth

Kukua (koo-KOO-ah) (Fante) born on Wednesday

Kunto (KOON-to) (Twi) third child

Lumusi (loo-moo-SEE) (Ewe) born face downward

Mama (mah-MAH) (Fante) born on Saturday

Mawusi (mah-woo-SEE) (Ewe) in the hands of God

Morowa (mo-RO-wah) (Akan) queen

Nanyamka (nah-YAHM-kah) (Ewe) God’s gift

Nyankomago (ng’yank-o-MAH-go) (Twi) second child after twins

Ozigbodi (oh-ZE-gbo-dee) (Ewe) patience

Panyin (pahn-YEEN) (Fante) elder of twins

Serwa (sair-WAH) (Ewe) noblewoman

Sisi (see-SEE) (Fante) born on Sunday

Tawiah (TAH-wee-ah) (Ga) first child after twins

Thema (TAY-mah) (Akan) queen

Yaa (YAH-ah) (Ewe) born on Thursday

Ye (YEH-eh) (Ewe) elder of twins

Ghanan Male Names

Abeeku (ah-BAY-koo) (Fante) born on Wednesday

Addae (ah-DAH-eh) (Akan) morning sun

Adeben (ah-deh-BEN) (Akan) twelfth-born

Adika (ah-dee-KAH) (Ewe) first child of a second husband

Adofo (ah-DO-fo) (Akan) warrior

Adom (ah-DOM) (Akan) help from God

Adusa (ah-DOO-sah) (Akan) thirteenth-born

Afram Afram river

Agyei (ahd-JAY-ee) (Akan) messenger from God

Agyeman (ahd-JAY-man) (Akan) fourteenth-born

Agymah (ahd-jee-MAH) (Fante) one who leaves his community, expatriate

Akwetee (ah-KWAY-teh) (Ga) younger of twins

Ametefe (ah-meh-teh-FEH) (Ewe) child born after father’s death

Ampah (AHM-pah) (Akan) trust

Anane (ah-NAH-neh) (Akan) the fourth son

Ankoma (ahn-KO-mah) (Akan) last born of parents

Anum (AH-noom) (Akan) fifth-born

Ashon (ah-SHON) (Ochi, Ga) seventh-born son

Ata (ah-TAH) (Fante) twin

Atsu (at-SOO) (Ewe) younger of twins

Atu (ah-TOO) (Fante) born on Saturday

Atwotwe (ah-TWO-tweh) (Akan) eighth-born

Badu (bah-DOO) (Akan) tenth-born

Bobo (bo-BO) (Fante) born on Tuesday

Bodua (bo-DOO-ah) (Akan) an animal’s tail

Bour (BO-oor) a rock; Obo, Obour

Coblah (ko-BLAH) (Ewe) bom on Tuesday

Coffie (ko-FEE) (Ewe) born on Friday

Commie (KO-mee) (Ewe) born on Saturday

Coujoe (ko-JO) (Ewe) born on Monday

Donkor (don-KOR) (Akan) humble person

Ebo (eh-BO) (Fante) born on Tuesday

Essien (ehs-se-EHN) (Ochi, Ga) sixth-born son

Fenuku
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Kenyan Male Names
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Nigerian Female Names














































































































Nigerian Male Names
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Ugandan Female Names













































































































Ugandan Male Names
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Zimbabwean Male Names
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