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Introduction

This book is full of questions – more than 250 of them – but the one that’s most, most important is probably this one:

‘Why should I buy this book?’

There are several answers to this and they are all valid (for one point each). Because it’s a very good quiz book is one; because you’ll never be bored again is another. Because any one of the 25 quizzes in this book – 25 not including the specialist quizzes on pop, comedy, literature and summer as well as four (count ’em) Christmas quizzes – will provide entertainment for any group of people with access to pens and paper, drinks and snacks. Also, as its title gently hints, it’s quite difficult. The world is full of easy quiz books, but the contents of this one aren’t easy. It’s quite difficult. Which brings me on to the real reason you should buy this book . . .

It’s not dull.

I once went to a pub quiz where every question was dull. ‘What percentage of British drivers are over 50?’ Statistics, numbers and questions whose real answer should have been, ‘Nobody cares.’ A quiz is more than a big bin full of facts: it’s an evening’s entertainment.

This quiz book is, in my far from humble opinion, more than an evening’s entertainment. It’s full of facts, and trivia, but also oddities and brain-prodders, and most of all, ideas. I put this book together with the notion that every question should be entertaining even if you don’t know the answer. Which means that on a cold, wet night when nobody’s going nowhere, you can, if you wish, sit down and read this book as though it were a slightly confusing and very inquisitive post-modern novel.

But it’s best used as a practical quiz book, with people, and pens and paper (and drinks and snacks), to educate, illuminate and infuriate, and with that in mind, I hope you enjoy it.

David Quantick




How to Be a Quizmaster*

1. Have questions. This is what this book will provide for you.

2. Nature of questions. Should be interesting in own right etc. Comprehensible. Same applies to answers. Be clear. Same with points.

3. Be firm. Remember: the quizmaster (or quizmistress) is always right. Even if you claim that 1 + 1 = 45, IT IS THE ANSWER ON THE SHEET and you must stand firm. That way, if you change your mind and grudgingly admit that 1+1 may sometimes = 2, you look magnanimous and kind.

4. Make sure each team has a NAME. If they have trouble choosing a name, suggest something short, as you will be reading their name out a lot during the quiz. And pretend to laugh when someone shouts out, ‘We’re called Quiz Team Aguilera!’ for the fourteenth time.

5. Make sure each team writes their name on each of their answer sheets.

6. Make sure that someone, probably you, adds up the scores during the course of the quiz as it can be overwhelming if you leave it till the end, especially if you’ve had a drink.

7. Give out scores so far after the break or halfway through: teams love to know how they are doing.

8. Do not take any nonsense from bullies and cheats. Banish cheats; they spoil the event for everyone. THE QUIZMASTER (OR QUIZMISTRESS) IS ALWAYS RIGHT.

9. Include PICTURE ROUNDS. These add variety to the quiz, give your voice a rest and buy you time to mark scores. Picture rounds are easy to prepare for: just gather five or six related images from the internet, put them on one page and either print them off and hand them out or show them on a screen. Remember to remove identifying names and words! This book is full of picture rounds for your assistance.

10. Have AUDIO ROUNDS. These take up time, but also add variety to the quiz. Editing software means it’s easy to make audio extracts from songs, videos and even spoken word. There’s lots of different kinds of software out there. I generally find thirty seconds is the best length as it avoids moaning that the clip is too short. And you can always play them twice. Again, this quiz book offers many examples of audio rounds.

11. Have prizes and giveaways. Or charge people.

12. Pens and paper! Drinks and snacks!

13. Have a tie-breaker ready, just in case two teams score the same points.

14. And remember:

THE QUIZMASTER**
IS ALWAYS RIGHT!



 

_________

* or quizmistress

** or quizmistress




PART ONE:
THE QUIZZES

Read ’em and weep!

(Well, you read ’em and let the teams weep.)

Generally speaking, each correct answer is worth one point. Feel free to divide points in half at your discretion, or add bonus points for particular feats of brilliance.

If there is dispute over any answers, feel free to email the publishers and I will either correct the error in later editions or ignore the mewls of losers.

Because – the quizmaster (or quizmistress) is always right!




QUIZ #1

ROUND ONE – PREQUEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please name the shows/books/movies of which these claim to be prequels.

1. First of the Summer Wine

2. The Magician’s Nephew

3. The Good the Bad and the Ugly

4. Red Dragon

5. The Silmarillion

6. Wide Sargasso Sea

7. Wicked

8. Rock and Chips

9. Manhunter

10. The Flashman Papers

ROUND TWO – WHO, WHAT OR WHOSE?

Who are they?

1. Which TV detective is cousin to Clangers creator Oliver Postgate?

2. What was the name of Barack Obama’s dog?

3. Who was Captain Beefheart’s favourite poet?

4. Who was Sophie Dahl’s paternal grandfather?

5. Which Bond girl is Wreckless Eric’s second cousin?

6. Who spent the coronation of George VI at home, knitting?

7. Whose last words were ‘Bugger Bognor’?

ROUND THREE – AUDIO ROUND – TRIBUTES

Source, edit and play clips from these songs, all tributes to various musical acts. One point if you can name the song, another if you can name who recorded it.

1. ‘I’ll Be Missing You’ – P Diddy

2. ‘Geno’ – Dexys Midnight Runners

3. ‘Lady Stardust’ – David Bowie

4. ‘Four Horsemen’ – The Clash

5. ‘The Story of a Rock ’n’ Roll Band’ – Randy Newman

6. ‘Shine on You Crazy Diamond’ – Pink Floyd

ROUND FOUR – PICTURE ROUND – SOAPLESSLY DEVOTED TO YOU

Source pictures of characters from various soap operas for teams to identify the soap.

Remember, to prepare for a picture round, you need to copy photos, etc. from the internet and crop them to show the relevant parts (and don’t forget to remove identifying names and words!).

1. The Archers

2. Brookside

3. Dynasty

4. Eldorado

5. Dallas

6. Albion Market

7. Emmerdale

8. Coronation Street

ROUND FIVE – ENDORSEMENTS – TRUE OR FALSE

The following people endorsed these products – true or false?

1. Louis Armstrong – Laxatives

2. Johnny Rotten – Anchor Butter

3. Ozzy Osbourne – I Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter!

4. Mikhail Gorbachev – Louis Vuitton

5. Old Dirty Bastard – Crisps

6. The Rolling Stones – Rice Krispies

7. The Flintstones – Winston cigarettes

8. Pelé – Viagra

ROUND SIX – LINKED

All these questions are . . . linked. Answer them to find the connections!

1. Who narrated The Wombles on TV?

2. On which song does Maya Angelou duet with Jessica Mitford?

3. Unity Mitford was conceived in which aptly named Canadian town?

4. On YouTube, which famous film is the basis for parodies in which Hitler gets really cross about modern entertainment stories?

5. One of those stories involved Lou Reed making an album with which heavy metal group?

6. What is the name of the heavy metal group featured in a hilarious documentary whose drummer is called Robb Reiner?

7. And what is the name of the fictional heavy metal group featured in a hilarious documentary directed by Rob Reiner?

8. The comedians who made up that group also made a film about a famous director visiting a small-town theatre group. Name the film.

9. Which famous play was staged in London featuring two of the stars of the X-Men movies?

10. And which other X-Men star appeared in the all-singing all-dancing 1999 West End production of Oklahoma?

ROUND SEVEN – NAMING THE DETECTIVES

Name the fictional sleuth who . . .

1. Is obsessed with brains and moustaches.

2. Compares everything to home village.

3. Is basically a human Swiss Army




















ANSWERS QUIZ #1
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