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As my way of saying "Thank You" for reading this book, I have two special gifts for you.

GIFT #1
If you are looking for more Bible-reading tips, I've put together a Resource Guide entitled, "Top 5 Free Online Bible Study Tools". 
You can get your free copy at www.GodWroteTheBook.com.

These resources will provide the tools you need to read and study the Bible with greater understanding and Christ-honoring, life-changing results. Enjoy!

GIFT #2
When you request the Resource Guide, you'll also receive a free copy of my book Sweeter Than Honey, More Precious Than Gold:  Meditations on Psalm 119.  You’ll take a journey through one of the most beloved chapters in the Bible.
May God continue to enrich your life for his glory as you spend time with him in the Word.
Grace & Peace,
Wayne Davies
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Why I Wrote This Book

This book is Part 2 of a series written to explain why “bad” people go to heaven and “good” people don’t. Each book in this series takes a look at what Jesus said about our eternal destiny –  what happens to us when we die, or who goes to paradise and who ends up in the lake of fire. Is there a more important topic than that? 

You could also say that I wrote this book because Jesus had a mission to fulfill when he came here 2,000 years ago. He spoke repeatedly about this during his three-year ministry. Yes, Jesus had a “Mission Statement” that included at least five reasons for his life on earth.

REASON #1: Jesus came to preach.
It’s been said that God only had one Son, and he was a preacher. Jesus had a passion for proclaiming God’s truth, and he told the disciples that in no uncertain terms.
Jesus would get up early in the morning to pray by himself. One day the disciples woke up, couldn’t find him, and went out to track him down, exclaiming that “Everyone is looking for you!” (Mark 1:37).  He responded by saying, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” (Mark 1:38)

REASON #2: Jesus came to call sinners to repentance.
Have you ever wondered what Jesus preached about?  Would you like to hear one of his sermons? You can do that by simply reading the four gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  They are filled with his preaching and teaching.
Mark provides an excellent summary of Jesus’ preaching content – he proclaimed “the good news of God” (Mark 1:15). What does that mean? Here’s a recap: “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news” (Mark 1:16).

So Jesus came to preach, and the goal of that preaching was to confront sinners with the need to repent. When the Pharisees criticized Jesus for spending time with the scum of society (tax collectors and “sinners”), he responded, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17).  Luke’s account is more explicit – “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32).

REASON #3: Jesus came to serve.
Has there ever been a person in the history of the world who did more for others? I think not. When reading the four gospels, we are overwhelmed with the way Jesus met the needs of those around him. He spent countless hours not only teaching and preaching, but also healing the sick, liberating the demon-possessed, and feeding the crowds. He did whatever he could to help people.
This was intentional – “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve . . . ” (Mark 10:45).

REASON #4: Jesus came to die.
The ultimate purpose of Jesus’ coming is clearly stated in the last part of Mark 10:45. Jesus came to serve, “and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
A ransom is the price one person pays to set another person free from slavery. How did Jesus do that? When he died on the cross, he paid the price to deliver guilty sinners from the bondage of sin, death, the devil, and hell.

Everything Jesus did and said for three years led to this. It was his main goal.

REASON #5: Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.
The breathtaking ministry of Christ – his preaching and teaching, his calling of sinners to repentance, his serving, and his dying – can be viewed as the fulfillment of Luke 19:10. “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
In Luke 7:36-50 we see Jesus doing exactly that. Everyone comes into the world as a lost sinner in need of the salvation and forgiveness that only God can provide through Jesus Christ. Here we witness Jesus doing what he came to do – to seek and save two radically different people. One was a Pharisee, a very religious and morally upright man. The other was a woman who lived a very sinful life, most likely as a prostitute.

This is a classic study in contrast, for we will see that the “good” Pharisee rejects Jesus and his offer of salvation, while the “bad” woman accepts Jesus and his forgiveness. The “good” man is rebuked by Jesus for his proud refusal to repent and believe; the “bad” woman is commended by Jesus for her humble contrition, faith, and devotion.

Let’s continue by reading the passage. Then we’ll discover why the good man is going to hell and the bad woman is going to heaven.
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The Pharisee, the Sinner, and Jesus
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36One of the Pharisees asked him [Jesus] to eat with him, and he [Jesus] went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. 37And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”

41“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Luke 7:36-50
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