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INTRODUCTION

My personal relationship with horoscopes and astrology has gone through many stages. As a teenager and college student, I found the study fascinating and oh-so-relevant. I loved learning which tendencies the different signs had, and how the movement of the planets impacted on people’s moods and behavior. I studied compatibility reports tirelessly and considered how I would map out my sexual and romantic pursuits.

I had, however, one major problem with astrology. I hated my sign. I was born a freaking Virgo—arguably the most boring, unsexy, lame sign in the entire zodiac.

“But I’m not boring,” I argued to myself. “I’m a fascinating, creative, unique person.” So I did some more research. I looked at my Moon sign and my rising planets, and by analyzing the exact time and place of my birth I was able to build up some more detail. My new, more complex horoscope still basically said I was just incredibly boring… except it didn’t come right out and say that. My chart used euphemisms such as, “reliable,” and “dependable,” and “doesn’t like change,” and “total control freak.” Whatever! I could go with the flow like nobody’s business. Couldn’t I?

I took a break from astrology for a while. I spent the latter part of my twenties never even using, “What’s your sign?” as a pick-up line, let alone as a genuine conversation topic. I carried on with my life, moved to New York City, went to graduate school, had relationships—lots of relationships. The one metaphysical allowance I made to myself was to attend the annual Psychic Fair in Denver, Colorado, near my parents’ home. Now let’s fast-forward to a Fair I went to a few years ago, just before my wedding. So… I’m sitting in the large, open hall with one of the hundreds of psychics and spiritual guides in attendance. Her booth is a card table covered with a lovely, ornate patchwork cloth and a sign on a tripod. A little stack of business cards offering a ten per cent discount sits on the corner of the table. I begin describing my upcoming nuptials, and feel my blood pressure rising. In fact, I feel myself beginning to freak out, and before I know it, I’m walking with the ghosts of boyfriends past, digging through all the past relationships that hurt me.

I blow my nose. (Yes, that’s right, I was crying for some reason at this point… I always get emotional at the Psychic Fair—I think that’s a “me” thing, not a Virgo thing.) I go on to explain how my first love, my high school boyfriend, had cheated on me and left me and I was scared that my husband-to-be would do so as well. The psychic crinkles her wise eyes and says, “Oh dear. What sign was he?” I told her that the ex was a Pisces, and that my fiancé is a Leo. She frowned. “Oh dear. Well, you may have issues with the Leo in other areas, but he won’t cheat. They’re very loyal… But of course the Pisces cheated on you. He felt like you didn’t and couldn’t really love him. And you probably really went outside your comfort zone with him, too, to try to make sure he didn’t cheat on you.” I blink a few times. She’d nailed it. She hands me a tissue and I blow my nose—loudly. She holds up the trashcan and I toss in the wad. She clicks her tongue, “I could have told you that a Virgo-Pisces match would end in infidelity and saved you that pain.”

I remember it vividly. At that moment, I wanted to stand up and scream. Why didn’t anyone tell me, then, if it’s such common frikkin’ knowledge? Why wasn’t there a book that told people the truth about their signs and their compatibility? After leaving the Psychic Fair I went back home and launched an investigation, just to make sure that I hadn’t overlooked something that stated the outright truth about my compatibility (or lack of it) with my ex, and really could have saved me the trouble of wasting time with him. Everywhere I looked I saw that a Virgo-Pisces match was mostly healthy, though everything was so vague! There were broad, sweeping statements like, “Pisces’s unreliability may disturb Virgo.” Um, yes! For some reason it disturbed me greatly when he was unreliable… and slept with other people.

I read and thought more. I brought out old resources that I used to read and checked into other aspects of my zodiac chart. I looked at family relationships, career choices, money. I looked at how I would be as a parent, how I would relate to my friends. And everything I read was double-talk. “Virgos born on this day care more about their passion for their job than their money.” That basically means that I shouldn’t expect to get rich. “Virgos born on this day may find that they have different opinions on child-rearing than those of their friends.” This one basically means that I would grow up to be a judgmental mommy, right? Well, when the normal wishy-washy zodiac descriptions are boiled down to their essentials, all that’s remaining is what stinks… what chip you were born with on your shoulder… which cross you were born to bear. Knowing the good stuff is the icing on your cake; knowing the bad stuff can save both your life and your relationships.

I decided, as I browsed, that all these euphemistic phrases—peppered liberally through the regular zodiac horoscopes—are basically ridiculous. The astrologers who study the skies and delve into nature’s impact on human behavior are very astute—but they’re too scared to say what they actually mean. They think that, if they’re general and vague, they will be able to cast a wide enough net to encompass all of the possible relationship outcomes that may play out between two signs.

This is not that book. This book is about the worst possible scenarios. This book will tell you outright if your doomed relationship will end in infidelity—and if it’s wrong, and your partner doesn’t stray… then, hey, you got lucky and ended up with a spouse whose personality defies their zodiac sign. If the astrological descriptions in this book don’t apply to you, that’s a good thing… because this book is filled with the most despicable, disgusting, and aggravating aspects of your star sign.

Through the course of my study, and in writing this book, I have actually come to terms with my Virgoness. My vexatious Virgonity. Now that I’m married and have kids (a Leo and twin Scorpios, Lord help me), I realize that being “reliable” and a “total control freak” suit me just fine. I’m even fine without amassing a large amount of wealth because I have a job that I love (although, if you want to send in donations, just contact my publisher).

The truth is that each sign has its own terrible qualities and its own fatal flaws. Take a look, read ahead… and find out the truth about whether or not your zodiac sign brings out the worst in you.

ARIES generally use force to get their way instead of the itty-bitty bits of brain they have in their head.

TAURUS dislikes change so much that he or she is completely unwilling to listen to a significant other.

GEMINIS are shallow, gossipy, sarcastic, and think that they’re better than everyone else.

CANCER comes across as weak. No matter how often they leave the house, deep down they’d much rather be in sweatpants in front of the television.

LEOS are egomaniacs and so non-analytical about their lives that they end up ruining their careers—and personal opportunities for growth—without even realizing it.

VIRGO is such a control freak that all the pleasures of life can fall by the wayside when they are trying to shape their world to meet their very specific needs.

LIBRA is incredibly vain, so much so that trying to have intellectual or deep conversations with them rapidly becomes pointless because they can see only their own point of view.

SCORPIO is basically just mean-spirited. Scorpions are vengeful and if you disobey their wishes, they will find some way to make you regret it.

SAGITTARIANS are foolish, putting their own short-term happiness above anything else.

CAPRICORN has to be right all the time. Capricorn would rather assume that everyone else on planet Earth is brainless than admit to being mistaken about anything.

AQUARIUS is on a soapbox all the time, and is constantly judging others about what they’re doing wrong.

PISCES would rather mope impotently and grieve all the things wrong with the world than actually take action to change anything.

This is merely the tip of the astrological iceberg. You’ll get a chill down your spine when you find out what it means to be born on your birthday. Read on, my friends,
and weep.


CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER

JUNE 22 TO JULY 22
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You have sooooo many feelings, Cancer, and that’s exactly why you’re so very contemptible. Other signs of the zodiac can keep it together and play it cool while you’re just weeping all over the place. Tears of joy, tears of sorrow, tears of confusion… you cry them all. You get sniffly when you meet a kindred spirit, or when you fall short of a professional goal, or when you see a commercial for an Apple product. Everything just feels so dreadfully deep and serious and soggy when you’re around.

Look, your cosmic symbol is the crab. (Side note: Don’t get all excited about the sixty-nine-shaped astrological symbol. It certainly does not mean you’re some superstar lover, though it does mean that you like to give as much—or more—than you like to receive.) Anyway, you would do well to take a lesson from the crab and develop a hard outer shell. Then, people would have some barrier between themselves and your feelings.

Cancer, be honest, are you at your healthiest right now? If you can’t see your toes, or you wheeze when you’re walking to the mailbox, you might want to take a general assessment of your habits. Are you exercising enough? Are you living a healthy lifestyle? Or are you eating full cans of frosting with a spoon and washing it down with a Big Gulp? You could blame the obesity gene, but Cancers are prone to calming their nervous emotions with Twinkies or other tasty junk foods.

Remember that novel called The Shining? OK, well, do you at least remember the movie? Well, Cancers often have a little bit of “the shining,” with strong intuition and a connection with their past lives. They are really sensitive to their surroundings, and if one part of a Cancer’s life is in disorder, it can ripple through to every other aspect. They use their psychic tendencies to justify wearing questionable clothing such as tie-dye T-shirts featuring a wolf howling at the moon, or long velour dresses with tattered hems, or anything with black lace and a fringe. Cancers are not known for their fashion-forward choices.

LOVE AND RELATIONSHIPS WITH CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER

Cancers throw their love around like a 50-lb kettlebell. They hurl it at whoever’s closest and are shocked when it knocks out their love interest. They need to share their feelings about everything, from the weather to work to the unknown future. Cancers also can be emotionally needy and require constant affirmations about their partner’s feelings.

If you are a Cancer, you probably know the name of the person you woke up next to. That’s because you are not very good at promiscuity, even though the idea of it makes you happy. If for some reason you do not know the name of the other sweaty body wrapped up in the sheets, you will find it out soon enough through online stalking and other fact-checking methods. Then you will promptly scare off that person by professing your undying love for him or her on the second date. There are three rules you should follow to advance your relationships to the next level. Number one, strike the word “love” from your vocabulary until the other person says it. Numero deux, only one text or ‘phone call per day should originate from you for the first year of courtship. And thirdly, don’t talk about your feelings for more than two minutes at a time. Set a timer on your smartphone if you have to. If you do know the name of the person you woke up next to, your long-term relationship would probably benefit from following the above rules as well.

Cancers make good spouses for the longer term, if you can tolerate the endless flow of emoting. They do have a tendency to get jealous and suspicious, and their unfounded accusations can often rock the love boat. They take very good care of their families, constantly checking in to make sure everyone’s feeling okay, but they don’t take particularly good care of themselves. If you’re dating a fit Cancer now, enjoy it while you can—because chances are that, as they age, they will get very fat. It’s a good idea to create family traditions surrounding exercise and nutritious eating. While your family will certainly look ridiculous in your matching bike shorts or dance troop T-shirts, the tradition will keep the Cancerian committed to keeping fit and staying healthy.

CHECKLIST FOR DATING A CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER

You’ll need at least half of these things in order to have a successful relationship with a Cancer.
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Issues: Cancers love helping others work through their issues. They love nothing more than a fixer-upper friend or lover. So, if you have issues, don’t hesitate to put them all out on the table for a Cancer to solve.

Thick skin: Don’t get caught up in Cancer’s drama. Be the bigger person and avoid being bogged down by their daily turmoil.

Good taste in food and drink: Cancers really love to get their grub on, so skip the drive thru and find something unique and interesting to wow them at the dinner table.

Tact: Cancerian feelings can get so easily hurt that—if you’re not tactful when you communicate—you could damage the relationship. You can ask, “What time does the movie start?” and they’ll hear, “I can’t believe you’re not ready yet. You suck.”

Health insurance: Getting serious with a Cancer might mean that you often end up at the doctor’s office. If you don’t have good insurance, all those check-ups, therapy sessions, and prescriptions could add up.

Honesty: Cancers can tell usually when you’re lying to them. If you’re considering hitting and quitting, a Cancer will sniff you out a mile away.

CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER COMPATIBILITY

CANCER AND ARIES LOVE

In this match, the Ram runs the show and keeps the Crab on an emotional leash, pulling back on the choke chain whenever they feel like it. Cancer prefers to stay home and bake a pie, while Aries is happy going out to make their living in the world and meeting people. Aries does like pie, though, so if they can keep it together long enough to get to dessert, this match could be tolerable.

CANCER AND TAURUS LOVE

These two can get along well until Taurus puts his or her foot down about watching the football game instead of Dancing with the Stars, and Cancer will begin to sulk and employ the always-effective silent treatment. The odds of getting an apology from a Taurus—one that’s acceptable to a Cancer—is so slim that the silent treatment could last for weeks. It’s like siege warfare. But if you secretly enjoy the occasional multiday, passive-aggressive battle… this romance could be for you.

CANCER AND GEMINI LOVE

This match is a little like the fable of young Gemini-locks stumbling into the home of the Three Crabs. The Gemini is tempted by the comfortable chair, the warm porridge, and the soft, soft pillow of the Cancer. If Gemini-locks finds the Cancer who is “just right,” he or she may never leave.

CANCER AND CANCER LOVE

There’s a sliding scale of acceptable sappiness in a relationship, depending on what’s going on in the world and with the couple themselves. Two Cancers together will almost always surpass this reasonable level of romantic, sentimental syrup, thus alienating all their friends—those either in or out of couples. This will ultimately lead to the Cancers spending every single Saturday night indoors, lovingly supporting one another’s movie suggestions while holding hands and eating junk food—and wearing matching Snuggies on the couch. “Sounds incredible,” both Cancers say… at exactly the same time.

CANCER AND LEO LOVE

Leo likes having his or her ego stroked, and Cancer is a very good stroker. It’s fairly inequitable for the Cancer, but as long as the Leo makes a minimal effort to placate the Cancer’s tumultuous feelings, the relationship could last as long as weeks.

CANCER AND VIRGO LOVE

The main issue in a Cancer-Virgo match is that the Cancer can be a lazy ass while the Virgo is a real worker bee. Also, Virgo thinks he or she is much smarter, which may or may not be the case. If those issues are resolved, then the only remaining problem is that this couple will go from very little physical lovin’ to almost none over the course of a few years. Add kids and careers to the picture, plus soccer games and in-laws, and this couple may as well embrace the idea of separate bedrooms.

CANCER AND LIBRA LOVE

Having nice things is important to this couple. They want to surround themselves with beauty and elegance, even if this means their credit card bills are ugly. Unless one of them is an heiress or Internet tycoon, the household finances could definitely be a problem.

CANCER AND SCORPIO LOVE

Watching a Cancer-Scorpio couple fight is like watching toddlers argue over who gets to play with a toy. One will take the toy, the other will cry, the other will take it back… then maybe there’s some light kicking action… then someone gets distracted and bored with the fight, and before you know it they’re playing nicely in the sandbox again.

CANCER AND SAGITTARIUS LOVE

Cancer wants to marry Sagittarius from the moment they first exchange smooches. Sagittarius might need ten years of convincing. This leads to problems and many fights that include choice phrases from Cancer such as, “Why don’t you looooove me?” and, “What do I have to do to get you to commit to me?” Sagittarius responds with something like, “Baby, I just want to take my time and enjoy this. Let’s not rush it,” and, “It’s not about a ring on your finger. We’re so much more than that,” and, “What do you mean you went through my cell ‘phone and text-told every person of the opposite sex to stay away from me?!”

CANCER AND CAPRICORN LOVE

If Capricorn would stop working for five minutes and take Cancer out on a date once in a while, the Capricorn would be richly rewarded. Though Cancers aren’t great at dealing with their own stress, they are helpful at helping Capricorn to talk through their issues at work and their many plans for the future.

CANCER AND AQUARIUS LOVE

Check please! Because Cancer wants to go home and get to bed by nine p.m., as usual. All Aquarius’s friends are here, everyone’s having a good time, and Cancer suddenly doesn’t feel good. Aquarius knows that putting Cancer in a taxi and sending him or her home alone will only lead to weeks of the silent treatment. Eh, the silent treatment isn’t that bad. Bye, Cancer! Another round if you please, bartender, my good man…

CANCER AND PISCES LOVE

Hello? Is anyone in there? Cancer may feel like their Pisces other is never really present. Pisces, on the other hand, will feel like the Cancer is always ever-present—or even over-present—with seemingly unending queries about feelings, plans, ideas, and intuitions. This match is a tricky one and should be avoided for sanity’s sake.

CAREER AND MONEY FOR CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER

Cancers are the type of coworkers who bake cookies and bring them into the office, leaving them strategically in a well-trafficked public space. They are the people who lean on your office or cubicle door and ask how your weekend was, how your kids are, how your dog is, and how your mother-in-law’s parakeet is feeling. They actually care about you, which makes them terrible colleagues, because maybe if they’d leave you alone to get some work done, you could actually leave the office and go hang out with your real friends. Cancers also tend to have health issues—allergies, sensitivities, conditions—and so they really complicate group functions with demands for gluten-free, soy-free, nut-free, fun-free vegan cakes for the office celebrations.
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Cancers actually make decent bosses, though. They’re not too demanding and are ultimately approachable if an employee has a legitimate personal problem. Unfortunately, the Cancerian intuition lets them see through lame excuses and if you try to pull the wool over their eyes, you’re setting yourself up for a long talk about their feelings. Cancerian bosses will also probably implement a lot of workplace programs, and hang posters with inspirational messages all over the hallways. Hang in there!

As Cancer workers build their careers, they make decisions based on intuition. They like to climb the ladder, but want to make sure they don’t trade their emotional well-being for money. They just need to feel like they’re doing something good for the world. Lots of Cancers end up in the healthcare profession and in politics, though they can be prone to depression when they reflect on how totally and completely screwed-up both systems actually are.

Cancers have a tendency to make and save their money. A Cancer is a good person to hit up to “borrow” some money because a) they probably have it; and b) they just want everyone to be happy, so they’ll gladly cough it up.

ABSOLUTE WORST JOBS FOR A CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER

Corporate tax attorney: Look, a corporate tax attorney would be a miserable job for anyone, but for a Cancer it’s totally unbearable. It’s the perfect storm of endless paper pushing, the cold and heartless implementation of rules, long hours away from home, and a dress code that doesn’t allow for stretch pants and house dresses.

Restructuring consultant: A Cancer should not be the person who decides who to hire and who to fire during a corporate restructure. While they can try to make decisions based only on performance statistics, they are likely to overlook or explain away the poor performance of someone who is a kind person.

Handyman: Cancers have a vision of what they want to accomplish when they take on a manual task, but because they can get distracted and trust their intuition (rather than a measuring tape), the final product isn’t always exactly Pinterest-worthy.

JOBS THAT A CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER MIGHT NOT SCREW UP

Pet psychic: Cancers are not only incredibly intuitive, they are also animal lovers. They feel a deep connection with both people and pets, and can help you understand a little more about your pup’s deep-seeded resentment toward squirrels, and how your cat’s past lives are affecting her appetite.

Hospice nurse: If anyone’s going to help make you comfortable as you shuffle loose this mortal coil, it should be a Cancer. They will go out of their way to help you ease your pain, like picking up chocolates for you from the corner store, arranging your flowers by the window so you can see them, and slipping you some extra morphine when they can.

High school history teacher: Nobody likes a teenager. They’re surly, they don’t listen, they plug themselves into terrible music, and usually have poor hygiene. But Cancers have a knack for communication. They can cut through the noise and actually transmit the signal. They appreciate history and revere old relics and traditions.

STARS OF THE SIGN CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER

The thing about Contemptible Cancers is that they’re not a particularly flashy bunch. They are emotionally intense and enjoy staying in and around the home. This isn’t a perfect recipe for fame and fortune. Look for that mom who’s hugging her child tight after he’s scraped his knee—she’s probably a Cancer. The young man reading on the park bench instead of working for a living—quite possibly another Cancer. The obese woman in a tie-dye T-shirt with a unicorn and the full moon, walking a ferret on a leash. She is absolutely, definitely a Cancerian.

There are a few celebrity Cancers who exemplify the most contemptible aspects of the sign. Tom Cruise, for example, has demonstrated his ability to portray people with very intense feelings. His passion for Scientology also really shows the philosophical, spiritual side of a Cancer. And his super-weird behavior shows how frail the Cancer’s rationality can be in the face of emotions.

Cancers appreciate good food and drink, so it’s no wonder that many world-famous chefs fall under the sign of the Crab. Anthony Bourdain, Wolfgang Puck, and Jamie Deen are all Cancers. Some Cancers have been able to channel their excess emotions onto paper to become famous writers. Classic authors Henry David Thoreau, Franz Kafka, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and George Orwell are all Cancers. Some Cancers who weren’t able to properly channel their intuitive spirit into positive endeavors turned criminal. Those include depression-era mobsters Machine Gun Kelly and John Dillinger, and—of course—the craziest Cancerian of them all… Lizzie Borden (who took an ax and gave her mother forty whacks).

CONTEMPTIBLE CANCER BIRTHDAYS

GEMINI-CANCER CUSP

If you were born between June 19 and June 23, your birthday falls into the Gemini-Cancer Cusp. This means that you embody aspects of both the twins of Gemini and the crab of Cancer. You are spontaneous and emotional, which makes you a difficult date for a movie or play. You guffaw loudly when something’s funny and sob big tears when something’s sad. It’s a spectacle and—though it’s obvious you can’t help it—it just seems a little tacky.

JUNE 21

You’re just a fool in love, aren’t you, Cancer? In fact… the pursuit of love has likely made a fool of you several times. The bad news is that you’ll likely continue to make a fool of yourself into your old age. The good news is you don’t care what the haters say about YOU or the people you foolishly adore. “We do not judge the people we love,” as Jean-Paul Sartre (a June 21st-er, philosopher, and infamous misogynist) famously said.

JUNE 22

“This is NOT about me.” If you were born on June 22, practice saying this over and over and over, and then you can go out in public again and be with your friends—if they’ll still have you. Stop butting in to other people’s conversations and hijacking their emotions. Others are allowed to quibble, converse, ponder, and stress without it turning you to a big pile of sticky, sad rubble.

JUNE 23

“Wait till they get a load of me.” Tim Burton’s Batman was “born” (released) on June 23 in 1989, and—like its star character, The Joker—you consider yourself quite the comedian. Others may or may not agree. Also, like The Joker, you probably have an arch-nemesis that you keep crossing paths with. It’s unlikely that person knows that you exist, meaning the rivalry is all in your head. Don’t be crazy or turn to a life of random, sadistic crime.
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JUNE 24

There are 24 hours in a day, and if you were born on June 24, chances are that you’re drinking or eating (or thinking about drinking or eating) during most of those hours. You self-medicate with too much food and alcohol. Truth be told, it’s probably better to grab another chocolate bar than to damp down all your feelings, though… you don’t want to turn out like mass murderer Charles Whitman, who was born on this day.

JUNE 25

Is it 2nd Street and 4th Avenue, or 4th Street and 2nd Avenue? Are you bringing twelve chickens at two o’clock, or two chickens at twelve o’clock. You have NO idea, do you, Cancer? People born on this date are notoriously inexact in their communication and their comprehension of the world. You just don’t really think that the small details matter. Sorry to say, they DO matter. A notebook would probably help you quite a lot.

JUNE 26

If you were born on June 26 and have children, you are probably one of “those” parents who want to make sure your children have all the comforts—both emotional and material—that money can buy. If you don’t have kids yet, you probably swear you’ll never be one of “those” parents… But just you wait.

JUNE 27

Other people’s kids are terrible, right? At least that’s how you see the snotty little brats that your friends parade around, as though dropping a deuce in the potty was on a par with abolishing world hunger. The truth is, your kids will be terrible too, so if you’ve been considering sterilization, you might want to go ahead with that.

JUNE 28

What keeps you up at night? If you were born on this day, people have been telling you to “get over it” for years… but whatever IT is… it’s not so easy for you to shake. Go see a psychiatrist—one that prescribes the good meds—and that should help you forget.

JUNE 29

Some people born on June 29 are so idealistic that they become incredibly obnoxious. They won’t eat at such-and-such restaurant because it uses non-recyclable napkins, and they won’t speak to the neighbors because they purchased their dog at a pet store instead of rescuing it. When called out on how difficult they make real life for everyone else, they cry. These people are not fun to have as children, and even as adults you might spot them wailing on the floor in a department store about the injustices of commercial fishing.

JUNE 30

You are a bottomless pit, June 30th native. You can’t really seem to get “full” when you eat, and can’t get enough of your lovers, your family, your kids, money, and so on and so forth. Because of this, you are either constantly consuming or you feel empty. Them’s the breaks.

JULY 1

If you were born on July 1, you can probably track your moods by your “recent calls” list. Go ahead, take a look! You have certain people you call when you’re feeling blue, others you call when you’re feeling oppressed and put-upon, and most of your cell ‘phone plan’s monthly minutes are spent on a small group who you call when you’re feeling ultra-murderous.

JULY 2

Some scientists argue that the number of things an average person can keep in their working memory is 7 (plus or minus 2)… Referred to as Miller’s Law, this is why phone numbers have 7 numbers. If you, July 2nd Cancer, are a “7 minus 2”—as in, not the sharpest crayon in the box—you tend to beat yourself up about it, wondering why you’re not as clever as everyone else. If you’re a “plus 2,” you may be too busy worrying about what everyone else is thinking about to take advantage of the extra brain space.

JULY 3

Because they often have a disorganized lifestyle, July 3rd natives may not be careful about their health and nutritional habits. When they are young this isn’t a problem, but as they approach middle age this habit can become dangerous, especially if they don’t exercise regularly.

JULY 4

How hard is it to get an apology out of someone born on July 4? You’d better gather evidence worthy of a federal case if you want to convince someone born on this day that they’ve done anything wrong. You’re much more likely to get a combination of righteous indignation, passive-aggressive annoyance, endless argument, and finger-pointing than an outright apology. If they DO apologize, you’d better look deeper, because they’ve probably done something else wrong that you don’t even know about yet!

JULY 5

Where’s that to-do list, July 5th native? Is it there, under all the unread novels? Or over there, by the chair that you bought at a garage sale and started refinishing? Is it by the beginner’s knitting kit? Or there by the half-finished puzzle? Your goals far exceed your attention span.

JULY 6

Some great people share this birthday, such as the current Dalai Lama, who is an activist as well as a political and spiritual leader, and Frida Kahlo, the inspired Mexican painter. Also a July 6th native is perhaps the most brilliant philosopher and most gifted painter of all time… recent American president George W. Bush. People born on this day want to share their natural-born gifts with the world. Sometimes it’s cool; sometimes it’s not.

JULY 7

Almost all your energy is spent trying to rectify your vision of life with actual, real existence. If this is your birthday, you might have a job in marketing or public relations, you describe your friendships and relationships as much more fulfilling than they actually are, and you often visit the doctor to discuss ailments that are usually non-existent. Make your fantasy life a little more interesting!

JULY 8

You’ve got 99 problems, but your spouse ain’t one of them… if you’re married or otherwise hitched, you might think of your spouse as you would think of a particularly comfortable piece of furniture. If you’re not in a long-term relationship, commitment is low on your priority list. Work and play seem much more important than falling into a mundane, daily routine with someone who’s only going to get fatter and less happy than they currently are.

JULY 9

If you’re close to a July 9th native, you can think of them as an onion. They reveal very little about their real feelings, their past, and their goals—and until you find a way to break down their walls, you’ll never know what they really want or expect out of life. Also, they might actually stink of onions, because they’re likely to be taking a bunch of weird health supplements.

JULY 10

July 10th-ers are freaking needy. They want lots of praise about their excellent work ethic and want you to admire all their unique things, and all the gifts they give to others, and they want to know how you feel about them, and how you see your relationship evolving, and what you want to eat for dinner, and how you liked every single bite of every single dish. Better to avoid people born on this date unless you have a LOT of time on your hands.

JULY 11

On July 11, 1960, Harper Lee published To Kill a Mockingbird, featuring the engimatic character “Boo” Radley. Boo was kind of a recluse—quiet, slightly creepy—but eventually he proved to be a good guy. That’s a pretty good analogy for your personality, if you were born on July 11. It’s not that you don’t like people; it’s just that you hate being around them.

[image: image]

JULY 12

There’s being close to your family, and there’s being TOO close to your family, and if you were born on July 12, you skate that thin line. Dial it back by fifty per cent and it’s probably an appropriate amount of togetherness for preserving sanity. You’ve probably gone on one or two (maybe more) “epic trips” in your life and constantly reference your cathartic experiences in that foreign culture, whether it was Kansas or Korea.

JULY 13

Just because you’re dating someone who’s served time, drinks too much, talks down to you, and doesn’t like your family, it doesn’t mean that you have terrible, terrible taste in the opposite sex. (Note: if you’re reading this and happen to be dating someone without those characteristics, you can just replace the above list with their own negative qualities). All it “means” is that you are slightly twisted and choose to make everything—even your love life—both a learning experience and an adventure. It also probably means that you’re too scared to change your life, even when your life sucks.

JULY 14

July 14 is the date that Jane Goodall arrived in the African jungle to study chimps in their natural habitat. If this is your birthday, you may also find yourself surrounded by monkeys, or at least that’s how it feels sometimes. Luckily you have a quick, witty tongue and can hold your own against the natives, though you may find yourself very annoyed with the whole thing.

JULY 15

Plop-plop-fizz-fizzzz!! If you were born on this day, you are probably quite familiar with Alka Seltzer, Tums, Rolaids, Gas-X, ginger-ale, and all other medicinal and homeopathic treatments recommended for treating overindulgence. You just can’t help yourself from overdoing it with food and booze, and often find yourself in a spiral of plucking the hair of the dog that bit you.

JULY 16

Who IS that mystery lady (or gentleman)? If you were born on July 16, you love to weave a sense of mystery around yourself and really love to get other people murmuring and speculating about what you’re up to. It’s just nice to not be alone in wondering what the hell you’re doing with your life, right?

JULY 17

“Come into my parlor,” said the spider to the fly…” If you are a July 17th native, you are the fly in this scenario. And, unfortunately, you are doomed to succumb to the flattering spider over and over again. You just don’t have the capacity to wise up and stop getting caught up in the web. Sorry about that.

JULY 18

People born on July 18 have NO business having all that extra money… they don’t work very hard, they can’t hold down a job, and most of the time they’re not into nefarious dealings—yet, somehow, they always get by and have a little extra in their pocket. Something truly cosmic butters their bread.

JULY 19

It’s not a performance problem, it’s an expectations problem… or maybe it’s a perspective problem. July 19th natives just want toooo much. They want to be able to tell people their innermost secrets—the real “freak flag” stuff—and not scare potential friends and lovers away. That is not an easy feat in today’s cynical world, so people born on this day might go through life feeling generally unsatisifed with the depth of their relationships.

JULY 20

Do you ever feel like you’re living in a fairy tale? Like life is just sooo good that you just find yourself humming show tunes while you mop the kitchen floor or while you sexually service your significant other? If you were born on July 20, you probably live in a strange, blissful little world that sometimes camouflages the terrible things that are happening right under your nose. In fact, it is more likely than not that people born on this day are dating, or married to, total creeps but just haven’t woken up to the fact yet.

JULY 21

Sometimes, people born on July 21 experience major problems because of their desire to be unique and interesting. Robin Williams and Ernest Hemingway both felt this pressure and turned to alcohol, and many natives of this day do try to spice up their lives with some sort of substance abuse. The pang doesn’t go away, though, when you look in the mirror and realize that you are a hack with average talent.

JULY 22

Natives of this day are so argumentative that it’s hard for friends and family to be around them. Usually, others just grit their teeth and endure a social engagement with a July 22nd-er, wait for him or her to leave, and then talk about the terrible bore behind its back. Nobody wants to hurt your feelings, of course. If this is your birthday, the only way to stop others from dissing you is to simply never leave the room. Ever.

CANCER-LEO CUSP

People born between July 19 and July 23 embody characteristics of both Cancers and Leos. You have more energy and present yourself better than most Cancers do, with an attention to your physical appearance and a focus on your career. Unlike most Leos, you care about other people as much or more than yourself, which makes you a pretty cool pal to have around.
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