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Jamaica in the World
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The countries of the world can be divided into the Western and Eastern Hemispheres. The land masses of the Western Hemisphere are North and South America. Between these two land masses is a group of islands known as the West Indian Islands or the islands of the Caribbean. 

Jamaica is one of the many islands in the group. An island is an area of land which is completely surrounded by water. The Caribbean Islands form a chain extending from the tip of Florida in North America to the island of Trinidad close to the South American continent. 

Jamaica is part of the group of islands known as the Greater Antilles. Jamaica is very small especially when it is compared with the large American continents to the north and south. The land area to the west of Jamaica is called Central America.

Jamaica has a very central position in the Caribbean. It is a very important stopping point on shipping routes between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The shipping routes pass through a man-made channel in Central America called the Panama Canal. 

All maps have compass directions shown on them. The main directions, north, south, east and west are called cardinal points.

A place may not be directly north, south, east or west of another. The compass, however, has other intermediate directions. They are called intermediate because they are between the main points.

The sun rises in the east. When you face the rising sun, you are therefore facing east. West is behind you.
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The lines which are drawn from north to south are called lines of longitude. The ones which are drawn from east to west are known as lines of latitude. Lines of latitude and longitude are measured in degrees. Lines of latitude are drawn on the globe parallel to the equator. They are described as parallel as they are all the same distance apart. These lines are used to tell the position of a place north or south of the equator.
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They are numbered from 0 degrees to 90 degrees north and south of the equator. The points 90 degrees north and 90 degrees south are called the North and South Poles.

The lines of longitude are numbered from 0 degrees to 180 degrees east and 180 degrees west. The position of a place is best described by using two lines of latitude and two lines of longitude. Latitude is usually stated first.

Jamaica is a small island about 10,962 square kilometers in size.

Scales are used to tell the distance of one place from another.

Jamaica is divided into countries and parishes. There are three counties, and each is divided into parishes.

Jamaica was first divided into parishes in 1664 and into counties in 1758. At first there were seven parishes, but over the years the numbers, names and sizes have changed several times. 

The number of parishes increased from seven until there were twenty-two parishes in 1841. The number was reduced to fourteen in 1867. Port Royal remained a separate parish until 1946, when it became a part of Kingston.
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What does the land look like
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A map which shows flat land, highland, valleys and rivers is called a relief map. From every point on our island one can see mountains and hills which form the backbone of the land. Mountains are the highest are as rising above the surrounding land. They have rugged and uneven surfaces and are usually over 1,000 meters high. Hills are lower and less rigged and are 100 – 1,000 meters in height. 

The mountains have many valleys which are cut by rivers flowing to the sea. The surface of the land changes from east to west across the island. The mountains are highest in the eastern section and gradually get lower towards the west. The highest area in the east is known as the Blue Mountain Range. It has several high peaks.

The mountains, hills and valleys are made up of different kinds of rocks. The rocks of the earth are of three types. They are igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary.

The great heat inside the earth can cause rocks to melt. This liquid material might come to the surface and cool. Sometimes it cools inside the earth. This cooled material is called igneous rock.

Some rocks change from one type to another because of the heat inside the earth. Change may also result from the great weight of rocks above on those below. The rocks which are produced in these ways are called metamorphic rocks. The rocks of the high eastern section of the island are mainly igneous and metamorphic types.

As we go westwards the highlands get lower and the rock type changes. These highlands are made up mainly of limestone. Limestone is an example of a sedimentary rock.

Sea water contains large amounts of a substance known as calcium carbonate. Sea creatures extract this calcium carbonate from the water to make their shells. When these creatures die their shells and skeletons collect on the sea floor. Some of the calcium carbonate also collects on the sea floor. Some will collect around the shells and hold them together. This happens over thousands and millions of years until solid rock is formed. The rock is limestone. 

Earth movements can cause an uplift of the rocks. They then form land masses such as islands. Limestone rocks make up about two-thirds of the island. They extend through central and western Jamaica forming limestone hills. 
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The Cockpit Country is an area of low rounded limestone hills about 200 – 900 meters high. In this area rainwater seeps through cracks and joints in the limestone rocks. Over a long period of time the rainwater dissolves the rocks to create many landforms. Some of these are caves, underground caverns and large hollows between the low hills. In Jamaica these hollows are called cockpits but in other countries of the world they are given different names.

Rivers begin in the mountains and flow in a northerly or southerly direction. They flow across the lowlands or plains before entering the sea.

The rivers which flow north are short. Those which flow south take a longer more winding course to the sea. One river flows in an easterly direction. Many of these rivers, especially those flowing to the north, have spectacular waterfalls, for example, Dunn’s River Falls. A waterfall occurs where a river has a steep drop or break in its course. In areas of limestone rocks some rivers flow for short distances and then they disappear underground. 

The hilly central area of the island forms a barrier and makes travel difficult between the northern and southern sections of the island. Roads cross the mountains in places where rivers have cut deep valleys. These river valleys form natural routeways.

The road from Kingston through Castleton Gardens, going north to the coast, follows the valley of the Wag Water River.

Many of the rivers flowing to the north are used as sources of electric power. This is called hydroelectricity since it is obtained from water. Small power stations have been built on the White River, Roaring River, Rio Bueno and on the Morant River in St. Thomas. 

Some rivers, like the Rio Cobre in St. Catherine, are used to irrigate lands on which sugar cane is grown. Others, like the Rio Grande and Great River, are used for recreational purposes such as rafting. They are all useful as a source of household water supply for several communities around Jamaica. 

Some of the rivers which flow south, like the Rio Minho, are dry at some times of the year. Gravel and sand are taken from the
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