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The Star

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the remaining cards in the special deck and drew the top card. She turned and left the room just as her aunt was leading a client into the room. Alice smiled at her aunt as they passed each other.

The young elf walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk as she heard the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. She set the Star card down and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She blinked and smiled. She took her notes.

She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She heard the music stop and moments later Eliot walked into the kitchen. He set the table and waited.

They smiled at each other forgetting they weren’t the only ones in the house. Madeline kept cooking. Klio and Klia ran past the young elves who didn’t respond to them. The elder elf laughed at the cat antics. The young elves blinked.

Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “The Star.”

Madeline smiled as the cats ran out of the kitchen. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is hope, faith, inspiration, the optimism of wishes, a bright future, learning from experience, fulfillment, satisfaction, pleasure, moving easily towards a goal, love serenity, romanticism, creativity, healing, positive destiny, renewal, inner clarity, miracles or even being in the spotlight.”

The cats ran through the kitchen again. The elves laughed.

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is dreams abandoned, continued striving without results, arrogance, cutting off a bad relationship with nothing new on the horizon,  bad luck, disappointment or lack of balance between dreams and actions.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get a new card tomorrow.”

The cats ran back into the kitchen as Alice got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone after the cats ran out of the kitchen. They sat down and ate together as the cats continued to run around the house before settling down to rest.

Madeline laughed at the cats.

Eliot said, “Madeline, I’m surprised that you’re enjoying the cats as much as you are.”

Madeline smiled. “I didn’t realize how much joy cats could bring in one’s life. I thought they would just be too much for me. I was afraid they’d wreck my house. But they aren’t.”

Alice said, “I think they understand that you weren’t sure about cats and they are doing their best not to upset you. They do destroy their toys and their cat tree.”

Madeline nodded. “Well, that’s fine. I’m just glad they don’t destroy other things in the house.”

“Meow.”

Eliot said, “Yes, and we don’t mind cleaning up after you or feeding you.”

“Meow!”

Alice laughed. “I’m glad they are here. They do a good job of deterring those we don’t want here. And they bring us so much joy.”

“Meow!”

Madeline said, “I think they are happy with us too.”

“Meow!”

The elves laughed. Madeline finished eating and left the kitchen to deal with tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to deal with orders. He displayed the orders on the big screen and turned on music.

They got right to work. He set up boxes and printed out labels. Then he packed up his part of the orders. He made notes of which plants she would need for her crafting items and for their back stock. He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants.

She crafted her toiletry items and complete the large orders. She was sealing up the boxes when the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile. Eliot came back shortly after and worked on the plants they needed. She went on to craft for the smaller orders and their back stock.

Clients came and went for their crafted items. All were happy with what they received. Even Madeline came and went for her tarot clients. Eventually, Alice and Eliot finished their back stock and cleaned the greenhouse.

Madeline came back. “Alice, are you busy?”

Alice shook her head.

Madeline smiled. “Good because I have some tarot clients for you.”

The young elf followed her aunt to the tarot reading room. She picked out a deck and handed it to her niece. The elder elf left to get the next client. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client sat down. “I would like to know what’s going on.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—8 of Wands, 2 of Pentacles and Knight of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “So, things are moving quite fast for you right now. Perhaps a bit too fast for you to process. However, I see you learning how to balance more than one thing at a time. You will know how much you can do at once and just let the other things either go. You might get to the rest later on.” She blinked. “Oh, then a message will arrive, which should clarify things for you.”

The client sighed. “That sounds good. Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and brought back another client. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client sat down. “Well, what advice do you have for me today?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—3 of Wands, 9 of Swords and the Hierophant. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you’ve been looking for a way forward so hard, that it’s causing you nightmares. You’re quite worried about your current situation, but I see you will eventually find a way out. Whether it’s through the advice from someone you trust or marrying the one you love, there is a way out.”

The client gasped and blinked. “How did you know?”

Alice shrugged. “I just read the cards and look beyond to see if there is anything else there.”

The client nodded. “Well, I couldn’t decide if to get married or not, but I do know someone I trust that I could ask. Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and brought the next client into the room. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client said, “I’m caught between two choices and not sure which one to choose.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Swords, the Star, and 7 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I do see you having two equal choices and a chance to learn which is better for you. You may have to wish upon a star to find out which is better. Then I see you have a lot of options. Quite a few more than just two. No wonder you aren’t sure which to pick. There are too many options at once. I would suggest just considering each option one at a time and see what they lead to before choosing.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. I will do just that.”

Madeline led them out and brought the next client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client sat down. “Just a general reading today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed 10 of Cups, Death and Strength. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see there has been some disappointment. A loss of a friend and some false friends. As a result, you are transforming and becoming stronger and more balanced. Because of the transformation, you will be able to spot those types of people better than you could before.”

The client nodded. “That makes me feel better. Thank you.”

Madeline showed the client out and led the next one into the room. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client blinked. “Just a general reading.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—King of Wands, the Chariot and Ace of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you’re about to meet someone or see someone you already know in a different light. This new relationship will take you by surprised and you will go places together. As a result, I see you committing to one another and possibly having a child.”

The client blinked. “Oh? That doesn’t sound bad to me. Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and brought the last client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client said, “What will happen next for me?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—King of Pentacles, reversed 8 of Cups and the Moon. She blinked as she studied the card. “I see you are about to meet someone who is good for you. Although, it’s not clear if you’ve already met this person before. If you have, then you will get to know them better and learn they are right for you. This will lead to a romance that both of you will enjoy with time under the moon. There is something about the two of you never thinking it would never happen even though you both wanted it to.”

The client blinked and smiled. “Wow. Yes, I never thought I’d find anyone to have a good and healthy romance with.”

Alice smiled. “Well, it’s about to happen.”

The client’s smiled got bigger. “Good.”

Madeline led them out of the room. Alice left the room moments later to see what Eliot was up to. Madeline walked back to the tarot reading room. Klio and Klia followed her into the room and jumped up on the table.

“Meow?”

Madeline smiled. “I’m so happy for both Alice and Eliot.” She petted both cats and they purred. “I just hope their happiness lasts and they will be alright after I cross over.”

The cats continued to purr as if to say they would look after both Alice and Eliot once Madeline was a ghost.
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