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        "For nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not become known and come to light." (Luke 8:17)

      

      

      Type the word Bible into the search box of the world's largest bookstore, and within a few results someone will tell you that you have been robbed.

      Twenty-two books, the listings say, were taken out of your Bible. Councils removed them. Kings hid them. A church that did not want you reading them buried them for centuries. But here, at last, is the complete text: the Ethiopian Bible, eighty-eight books, illustrated, in large print, with the lost Book of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, and over a thousand ancient writings you will find in no ordinary edition. One click and the missing scripture is yours. Often there is a money-back guarantee.

      If this were a fringe curiosity, a strange corner of the internet that a few odd souls wandered into, it would not be worth a book. But it is not fringe, and that is the first thing to understand about it. These editions climb the bestseller lists of the largest bookseller on earth. The videos that feed them are watched by the tens of millions. Pastors field questions about the Book of Enoch from their own congregations, week after week, and often do not know what to say. Something real and large is moving through the culture, and through the church, and when something like that is moving, my instinct is not to mock the people caught up in it but to ask, in earnest, what is going on, and to try to answer honestly. That is what this book means to do.

      I want to start with something that sounds, at first, like a contradiction. The books being sold to you as lost are among the most available texts on earth. The Book of Enoch has been in print in English for more than a hundred years. Its most common translation is old enough that your great-grandparents could have read it. You can download the whole thing, free, in the time it takes to read this paragraph. Whatever these books are, they are not hidden, and they were not lost. That is the first loose thread, and once you pull it, a great deal starts to come apart.

      I don't want to write the book that a sentence like that usually introduces. It would be easy to treat the whole business as a con and its buyers as marks, to produce the kind of brisk takedown that leaves a reader feeling clever and a little cold. I have no interest in that book, and I don't think it tells the truth. Something real is happening in this hunger for hidden scripture, and it is not stupidity. It is longing.

      So the question I want to ask is not the one the advertisements ask. They ask what was hidden from you. I want to ask something harder, and I think more honest. Why do we want so badly for something to have been hidden in the first place?

      It is a stranger question than it first appears, and a more revealing one, because the appeal of these books turns out to have very little to do with their contents. Most of the people swept up in the excitement have never read a page of Enoch, and would find much of it, if they sat down to it, slow and bewildering and strange. What moves them is not what the book says. It is what the book is said to be. Lost. Hidden. Removed. Forbidden. The whole charge is in that frame, in the promise that here is something withheld and now within reach, which means the real engine of the phenomenon is not information at all. It is a hunger, a particular shape of wanting that the frame is built to fit exactly. Understand the hunger and you understand everything that follows. Miss it, and no amount of debunking will ever explain why the debunked book goes on selling.

      There is a particular ache that the word lost stirs up in us. It is the suspicion that what we were handed is not the whole story, that behind the official version there is a truer and more powerful one, that if we could only find the missing book we would finally understand. In a great many people that ache is honest. They are not enemies of the Bible. They are hungry for the sacred and have been handed a counterfeit, and part of what makes this whole affair so cruel is the way it feeds on a genuine longing. The wish to know, to look behind the curtain, to touch something holy, is real in them, and I have no intention of sneering at it.

      But I will not pretend the longing is the whole story, because it is not. Running alongside it, and driving much of the machinery, is something colder that deserves to be named plainly. It is contempt for the Bible itself. A great deal of the industry that sells these books, and many of the loudest voices pushing them, are not seeking God at all. What they are selling is the thrill of a Scripture you no longer have to trust, the flattery of standing above a church that supposedly lied to you. That is not a spiritual search. It is the old pleasure of tearing down, wrapped in ancient robes.

      So this book carries two tasks, and I will try never to confuse them. Where there is contempt for the Word of God, in the marketing, in the manufactured conspiracy, in the eager work of deconstruction, I mean to name it and not soften it. And where there is a real and deceived hunger, in the ordinary person who bought the book at midnight hoping to touch something true, I mean to be a great deal gentler, and to lead rather than to scold. One hand for the wolf, and another for the sheep the wolf is fooling. Most of the work is telling them apart.

      But beneath the hunger and the contempt alike there is something deeper, and naming it is the real burden of this book. Wolf and sheep come through different doors, yet they end in the same house, and the house has a name. It is substitution. Whether a person reaches for the Book of Enoch out of longing or out of scorn, the result is the same. Something is set down beside the Word of God, and then, quietly, in the place of it, and the living Word is eased off its throne. The deceived do this without meaning to and the scornful do it on purpose, but the thing done is one thing. A book is offered as more complete than the Bible, and by that very offer the Bible is made less. This is not the recovery of lost Scripture. It is the substitution of Scripture, and it is the oldest trick there is.

      It is exactly what happened in the garden. The serpent did not begin by denying the word of God. He was far too clever for that. He offered a fuller version of it. God had said one thing, and the serpent suggested something slightly larger, more flattering, with a secret that God was supposedly keeping back, and the woman took the improved word in place of the true one. Every substitution since has kept that shape. It seldom arrives shouting that the Bible is false. It arrives whispering that the Bible is incomplete, and that here, at last, is the rest of it. The Book of Enoch and the eighty-eight book Bible stand squarely in that ancient line. They do not say the Scriptures lie. They say the Scriptures are missing something, and in saying it they push the true Word aside to make room.

      I want to be exact about where the fault lies, because it is not where the loud voices keep pointing. The ancient Jew who wrote the Book of the Watchers two centuries before Christ was not assaulting a New Testament that did not yet exist. The old text is not the villain here. The substitution lies not in the age of the manuscript but in the modern hand that holds it up and says, this belongs in your Bible, this was taken from you, this completes the Word. The parchment is old. The swap is new. And so this book does not go to war against a dead author. It goes to war against a living sleight of hand, and it means to help you see that sleight of hand clearly enough that it can never again be worked on you.

      And make no mistake that this is worth a whole book, because the substitution of the Word of God is not a small thing, however gently or sincerely it is carried out. The Bible is not to a Christian what a favorite volume is to a reader. It is the place where he believes God himself has spoken, the voice by which he means to steer his living and his dying. To slide another book into that place, or even quietly alongside it, is to change the voice he is listening to, to blend a human word in with the divine one until he can no longer tell which is which. A cynic bent on harm can do that, and so can a seeker who wants only to go deeper, and the damage is the same from either hand, because a compass does not ask about your intentions when you lay a magnet beside it. It simply stops telling you the truth about north. This book is about keeping the magnet away from the compass, and it is that serious for exactly one reason, that the compass is that important.

      I know this hunger from the inside. I did not arrive at faith along an easy road. I came to it as a skeptic, arguing the whole way, sure for many years that religion was a comforting story people told because they could not face the dark. What changed my mind was not a secret. It was the slow and humbling discovery that the deepest things had never been hidden at all. They had been sitting in plain view, in the open text, waiting for me to grow the eyes to see them. The mystery I had been chasing was not locked in any vault. It was on the surface of the water, and I had been too busy diving for sunken treasure to notice it.

      So I write this neither as a man who has always believed and cannot imagine the pull of the hidden, nor as one who imagines himself above it, but as someone who felt that pull with his whole chest, followed it a long way into the dark, and came out the far side having learned where it was pointing all along. That is the only expertise I will claim in these pages. I have been the person at the midnight screen. I know what he is hoping to find, because I hoped for it too, and I know now the true address of the thing he is looking for.

      That is why I cannot look down on the reader who buys the eighty-eight-book Bible at midnight, hoping. I know that reach. I have made it myself. This book is written for that reader, and for anyone standing nearby wondering what to say: the pastor whose church member turns up with an armful of banned scriptures, the skeptic who senses a sales operation and wants the plain facts, the curious person who saw the videos and would simply like to know what is true.

      Let me say plainly what this book is and is not.

      It is not a call for censorship. I am not going to tell you that these books are so dangerous you must never lay eyes on them, or that they ought to be locked away. A faith that has to hide old writings from its own people is a frightened faith, and there is no fear in these pages. But refusing to treat a book as forbidden is a very different thing from pretending it is safe, and I will not pretend that. The danger in these texts is real. It is not the danger of ink on a page, but the danger of deception, of a false thing dressed up to look like a true one, and in places what they teach is not merely mistaken but spiritually poisonous. If you read them, and there can be a right reason to, read them the way you would study any influential error, with clear eyes and your guard up.

      And it is not credulity dressed up as open-mindedness. I am not going to pretend that a book becomes Scripture because a seller printed it next to Genesis. An openness that can never say no is not a virtue. It is only softness.

      What this book is, is an attempt at an art we have mostly lost, the art of discernment. The old Greek word is dokimazō, to test a thing, to weigh it, to assay it the way you would assay a metal and find out what it is really made of. Paul hands it to a young church in one line that has stayed with me for years: test everything, hold fast to what is good (1 Thess. 5:21). Both halves are commands. Test everything, so you are not gullible. Hold fast to what is good, so you are not merely cynical and do not throw out the gold with the sand. Between the man who believes every lost gospel and the man who believes nothing, there is a third and harder person to be. He can hold a strange old book in his hands, take it seriously, weigh it honestly, and say clearly what it is and what it is not. That is the person I want to be in these pages, and, if I can manage it, to help you become.

      My approach leans on three habits of mind, and I will try to keep all three honest at the same time.

      From the historian I take a stubborn concern for what actually happened. When were these books written, and by whom? How did they travel? How were they received, and how, exactly, did one of them end up shrink-wrapped on your doorstep? Much of the popular story about removed and banned books is simply false as history, and the answer to bad history is not a better opinion but evidence.

      From the theologian I take the harder work of judgment. What does it mean to call a book Scripture at all? Why did the church receive some writings and not others? What authority, if any, do these texts carry for a believer now? Here I write openly as a Protestant, in the tradition that measures its canon by the standard the early church itself used. I will try to treat other traditions fairly, above all the ancient Ethiopian church, to which the whole world owes a real debt. But I am not going to hide my own position behind a false neutrality. You have a right to know where the writer is standing.

      From the seeker, the skeptic who became a believer without losing the skeptic's questions, I take sympathy for the longing underneath all of this, and a refusal to let the answer come out smaller than the question.

      Under all three of these I have one practical aim, and it is worth naming now so you know where we are going. By the time you reach the last page, I want you to hold a skill and not merely an opinion. I want you to be able to pick up not only the Book of Enoch but the next lost gospel the world floats past you, and the one after that, and weigh it calmly in your own two hands, neither frightened of it nor taken in by it, because you have come to know the standard and are not shy about using it. In the end this book is less about Enoch than about that skill, the old and nearly forgotten art of testing a thing and keeping only what is true in it. Enoch is simply the case in front of us, the specimen laid out on the

      
      
      
      
      
    

  


OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Introduction: The Books That Will Not Stay Lost
      


      		
        1. Suddenly Everywhere
      


      		
        2. The Bestseller No One Wrote
      


      		
        3. The Two Hungers
      


      		
        4. The Real Ethiopian Bible
      


      		
        5. Enoch in Three Voices
      


      		
        6. The World That Made Them
      


      		
        7. The Measuring Rod
      


      		
        8. The Prophecy of Enoch
      


      		
        9. Neither Afraid Nor Fooled
      


      		
        Conclusion: Nothing Hidden
      


      		
        Appendix
        
          		
            What Is Actually in the Ethiopian Bible
          


          		
            How to Weigh a "Lost Book of the Bible"
          


        


      


      		
        Notes
      


      		
        Bibliography
      


      		
        Dear Reader
        
          		
            Before You Go
          


          		
            About the Author
          


          		
            Also by Arthur A. Tiger
          


        


      


    


  
  
    
      		Title Page


      		Contents


      		Copyright


      		Beginning


      		Bibliography


    


  


This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/the-book-of-enoch-and-the-ethiopian-bible_e-book.jpg
m L : -*-a .2

-+£ . o P

GOD

AR Fl

EREUR A-TIGER





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
uuuuuuuuuu







