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FIRST 5 YEARS OFF WELFARE  NEXT 4 YEARS
Eannings: $16.100 14900
Tax eredits: 5,600 5700
aroll tases: (-1.200) (1,100)
W 0 0
Food stamps: 4400 4600
Kinship care 0 2,400
524.900 526,500

% of poverty line 5% 116%
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Opal Caples is bom to Hattie Mae's cousin, Ruthie Mae
Caples.

Jewell Reed is born to Hattie Mae Reed and Isaac Johnson.

Hattie Mae leaves Isaac and joins her family in the Chicago
projects

Charity and Roosevelt Jobe move to a Chicago subdivision
called Jeffvey Manor as Angie, 6, is starting school.

Hattie Mac and her boyfriend, Wesley Crenshaw; move to
Jeffrey Manor, now troubled by gangs and drugs.

Charity leaves Roosevelt and moves from Jeffrey Manor.

Angie, visit

her fathers house, begins

=

Angie and Greg have their first child, LaKesha. Angie
leaves high school and goes on welfare.

Angie and Greg have son, Dwayne, whom they nickname
Redd. About this time, Greg starts seling drugs.

Angic and Greg have a third child, DeVon.

Jewell gets pregnant and moves in with Angie and Greg
‘After her son Terrellis bom in October; she begins dating
fony Nicholas

Greg and Tony are arvested for murder
Angie and Jewell move to Milwaukee.

Bill Clinton, running for president, pledges to “end welfare
as we knowit.”

Jewell has her second son, Tremunell
Bill Clinton s elected president

Angie has her fourth child, Darvell. Soon after, she starts a
post office job that lasts a year and a half

Jewell's cousin, Opal Caples, moves to Milwaukee.

Wisconsin governor Tommy Thompson signs a bill pledg-

ing to replace AFDC within six years,

Clinton proposesa welfare bill, which never reaches a con-
gressional vote.
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September 1995

December 1995

January 1996

farch 1996

Spring 1996
Spring 1996
July 1996
August 22, 1996
August 1996

September 1996
December 1996

Spring 1997
August 1997
September 1997

November 1997

Republicans capture the House-and Senate. Newt Gingrich
and GOP governors agree to make welfare a block grant
with capped federal finding but expanded state autonomy.

The House passes a welfare bll, which Clinton criticizes.

Jason Turner, a Wisconsin welfare official, drafts a plan for
‘e state welfare progeam called W-2. Governor Thomp-
sonsigus it the following year.

Angie,

Opal, and Jewell leave the house on First Street.

The Se

awelfare bil, with Clintons praise.

Clinton vetoes the welfare bill, which is attached toa GOP
balanced budget plan.

Clinton vetoes the welfare bill, this time as a separate

Jason Turner launches a Wisconsin work program called
Pay for Performance; the rolls phummet

Angie and Jewell take jobs as nursing aides; Jewell begins
secing Ken Thigpen

‘GOP preparesa third welfare bil, tied to a “poison pil” of
Medicaid euts to foree a third Clinton veto.

“The House and Senate drop the Medicaid cuts and pass a
third welfare bl

Clinton signs  bill abolshing AFDC and creating a newe
program, Temporary Assistance for Nee
time limits, work requirements, and ine

After cight years on welfare, Jewell leaves the rolls.
After twelve years on welfare, Angie leaves the rols

Jewell gets fired and spends most of the nest year with
neither welfare nor work.

Angie, thriving as a worker, buys a car

Augie meets Marcus Robertson, who soon moves

Wisconsin &
the coverof

hes W-2 a month after Opal appears on
e Neww York Times Magazine with Thompson.

Angie’s caris stolen, sending her into a downward spiral.
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Frank Caples, a child slave, arives in Mississippi. He is
Jewell's and Opal's grea father and the great-
reat-greatgrandfather of Angie’s oldest kids.

Frank Caples has a son named Pie Eddie Caples.

Woods Eastland recnuits Pie Eddie Caples o sharecrop on
his Delta plantation.

Woods Eastlands son, Jumes, begins running the family
plantation.

President Franklin D. Roosexelt signs the Social Security
1 AFDC.

Pie Eddie’s da

Act, crea

hter Mayola gives birth to Hattie Mac.

Mayola Caples dies, leaving Hattie Mae to be raised by her
grandmother, “Mama” Hattie

James Eastland, 36, is appointed to the U.S. Senate; the
following year, he wins the frst of his six full terms

Hattie Mac, 13, has her first child, Squeaky

Hattie Mac
to Missouri and later has three children.

marries Willie Reed, with whom she moves

Hattie Mac, 23, leaves Willie and goes on AFDC. Soon
after, she meets Isaac Johnson.

Greg Reedis bom to Hattie Mae Reed and Isaac Johnson.

Angela Jobe is born to Roosevelt and Cl
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Eamings

Tax Credits
Payroll Taxes
Cash Welfare:
Food S

amps:

Total Income:

On Welfare
$ 6,500
$ 2,300
s -500
$ 8,400
$ 4,800

Off Welfare

16,100
5,600
$-1.200
s 0
$ 4400

524,900
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FIRST 5 YEARS OFF WELFARE  NEXT 4 YEARS

Earnings 516500
Tax cxedits 1000 5000
Payroll taxes 1,000) 1300)
w2 0 1000
Food stamps 900 1600

16,600 523,000

% of poverty line 93% 122%
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Jewell goes to work at G. B. Electric.

Opal quits herjoband sellsofher furniture to buy cocaine.
Her caseworkers at the Opportunities Industrilization Cen-
ter, 2 W-2 agency,ignore her.

Angie is deterred from returning to welfare and finds a job
at Mercy Rehab.

Opals mother takes her kids, as Opal, who is pregnant,
moves to crack house and continues to get welfare
Michael Steinborn, a new W-2 caseworker at Maximus,
Inc.,inherits Opals case. Opal moves in with Angie.

Ken Thigpen is sentenced to two years for s
Opal gives birth to Briema.

Masimustransfers Opals case to Goodlil
Marcus shoots up Angicsceling
Angie gets a 01(K

‘Angie stabs Marcus, but soon lets him move back

W-2 wins an aveard from Harvard and the Ford Foundation.
Angie starts a second job, at a nursing pool

Angie evicts Opal

Opalhasa ffth hild, Myerra,and aduits using cocaine. The
state sends the baby to foster care, and Angie takes Brierra.

Ken Thigpen is released from prison.
Legishative auditors find financial abuses at Masimus

Tommy Thompson takes office as secretary of Health and
Human Services under President George W. Bush.

Legishtive auditors find financial abuses at Goodwill,
which is forced out of the W-2 program.

Kesha, 17, has a baby and drops out of high school.
Jewell and Ken have a son, Kevion Thigpen

Redd. 15, stops going to high school.

Marcus dies of AIDS.

“The head of the Opportunities Industrialization Center is
indicted on federal kickback charges.





