
Table of Contents

1.  Foreword

2.  Amazing Sanxingdui

3.  Ancestor-Worship

4.  Yi 彝 Rituals

5.  Yi Similarities With Sanxingdui

6.  Yi Scripts?

7.  Indispensable Literacy?

8.  Chinese Minorities

9.  Yi 夷

10.  Yi Name Change From 夷 To 彝

11.  Modern Era Yi 彝

12.  Great Yu 大禹

13.  Legendary Sovereigns

14.  Han Chinese?

15.  Xia, Shang, Zhou?

16.  Ran 冉族

17.  Qiang 羌族

18.  West Asia Connection?

19.  Sanxingdui Technology

20.  Inspiration For Future

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1.  ​Foreword
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An Enigmatic Chinese Culture?: Sanxingdui Mystery? 4000-Year-Old Ancestor-Worship Rituals?

Why is Sanxingdui such an enigmatic Chinese culture?

Can we ever solve the mystery of the many destroyed precious artifacts found at Sanxingdui?

Was it all part of an elaborate ancestor-worship ritual?
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2.  ​Amazing Sanxingdui
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The amazing archaeological site at Sanxingdui near Chengdu, Sichuan, China is an enigma.

Its alien-looking culture of fantastic bronze, gold and jade artifacts is unique among Chinese cultures.
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WHO ARE THE PEOPLE responsible for this amazing and unique culture?

Why are their ancestor-worship rituals so special?

Are the descendants of these Sanxingdui people still living in Sichuan?
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3.  ​Ancestor-Worship

[image: ]


Apparently, the Sanxingdui archaeological site was the site of an impressive ancestor-worship temple.

It had been specially built nearly 4000 years ago for the elaborate ritual of smashing and burning precious artifacts, masks and effigies of ancestors as special offerings to ancestors. 

These destroyed items were then buried ceremonially in the so-called sacrificial pits which had only recently been discovered.

That may be the reason for the great mystery and puzzle over what had been found at this extraordinarily unique archeological site.
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4.  ​Yi 彝 Rituals
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There are a number of ancient Yi records that describe the elaborate ancestor-worship rituals conducted by the Sichuan Yi communities over the past centuries, which took place spectacularly once every several generations.

This was known as the Naimu 耐姆 ceremony.

The purpose apparently was to enable the new generations of people to bid a proper farewell to the old generations that preceded them, and for the new generation people to start new branches of Yi or to even venture to new territories to build their new lives.

The key concept here seems to be “creative destruction”! 

It may seem like a very strange custom for a people to have, but it really is a community's commitment for self-renewal, and an effort to “let the new flourish unhindered”!

One might even say that it is truly a highly insightful policy of encouraging emigration to prevent community inbreeding and stagnation.

So, this is not ancestor-worship without limits. It is ancestor-worship with deep meaning.

Indeed, the wisdom of some old customs and old social habits may sometimes be difficult for people to appreciate at first sight.
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5.  ​Yi Similarities With Sanxingdui
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Certainly, there were similarities in the religious practice of some such recent rituals practiced by the Yi Suri and Bimo 苏里 毕摩 groups in Liangshan and what was found at Sanxingdui.

In addition, in many of the artifacts, bronze items, animal figures of dragons, eagles and tigers, birdman, and the divine trees of both the Yi cultures and the Sanxingdui items, there are very striking common features.
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6.  ​Yi Scripts? 
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Yi also have their own ancient written script which have characters similar to some of the word-like engravings and carvings on some of the Sanxingdui pottery artifacts.

Although the earliest Yi scripts of prehistory appear to have been lost and are no longer available, some of the known ancient Yi scripts  from some 1000 years ago have survived on stone slab and stele, leather and other materials. 

In particular, some spectacular carvings on stone are shown below.
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This may well be the closest we can ever get to the ancient Yi scripts. 

More contemporary Yi scripts are of course in use, and are shown below in some handwritten syllabic and logographic characters or words provided by living Yi persons:
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It is almost unbelievable that there are in existence about 2000 such unique syllabic and logographic characters in modern Yi scripts. It seems that Yi scripts are quite elastic and are still not fully standardized.

Looking at these symbols or words, one could get an idea of what the ancient Yi scripts might look like. 

Indeed, these scripts have sometimes been aptly described as the wriggling mosquito larvae scripts.

And, Chinese archaeologists have observed that the few engravings shown below, found on fragments of pottery recovered at Sanxingdui, are tantalizingly similar to the ancient Yi scripts:  
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Unfortunately, these few symbols or possible words have so far not been deciphered.

But, even as the mystery continues, it does appear that, in terms of written scripts, Sanxingdui probably was at an early stage of script development, as compared to the well-developed oracle bone scripts of Yinxu 殷墟 of Shang dynasty at around 1500 BC. 

Indeed, at Yinxu, the carvings on the many bronze and jade artifacts and oracle bones had been conclusively established to be the first fully-developed Chinese scripts, known popularly as oracle bone scripts, or Jiakuwen 甲骨文.

In view of the fact that very few likely ancient-Yi-script characters or carvings were found on Sanxingdui artifacts, one might draw the conclusion that the so-called ancient Yi scripts known today had come into fruition among the Yi people only well after the end of the Sanxingdui era.
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7.  ​Indispensable Literacy?
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Various illiterate communities around the world have shown throughout human history that, despite the severe handicap of having no command of the written scripts, it was possible for the common people to achieve remarkable feats in the development of their societies.

It is also well known that much cultural knowledge and technical knowledge had been passed down through many generations of human societies by oral means and verbal traditions such as epic poems, folk stories, songs, rhymes, incantations, proverbs, idioms, drama, theatre and other popular cultural activities.

Indeed, many highly skilled carpenters and other workmen and tradesmen in the past had been illiterate. They do everything they do so well through their superb memory and experience, and by learning the craft through intensive personal apprenticeship with old masters.

Certainly, the Yi society in the modern era had been successful in many ways even though literacy in Yi society had been limited only to the religious shamanic class known as Bimo who use their inherited Yi scripts for only religious purposes.

The Sanxingdui people of some 4000 years ago certainly did not let this handicap derail the development of their outstanding Sanxingdui culture!
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8.  ​Chinese Minorities
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Of course, it is only to be expected that various ethnic groups had participated in building the impressive Sanxingdui site.

Indeed, the Yi, Ran And Qiang people are the most likely ancient Chinese minorities who built the Shu kingdom and Sanxingdui.
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