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Chloe sat alone in the dark. She was sitting in the corner of her living room and had been there all night. For the last hour or so, she sat there staring at the envelope she’d received yesterday in the mail.

There had been no return address and she hadn’t recognized the handwriting but it was her name on the outside. She had put it in her purse on her way back to work yesterday afternoon and hadn’t thought about it again until she’d gotten home. 

Pouring herself a glass of wine, she sat down on her sofa and took the letter out of her purse.

She sat there looking at it for the longest time. 

Two glasses of wine later she finally got the courage up to open the letter. She didn’t really know anyone well enough in the city to get a letter from and she had no one from her past who knew where she was living.

Slipping her finger under the fold of the envelope, she ripped it open. The only thing inside the envelope was a picture. Chloe frowned as she picked up the photo and studied it. It looked to be a family photo, with a man, a woman and a small child in it. The child was a girl and she was dressed in a pink dress. Her long blonde hair was pulled back away from her face in braids and she looked to be about three years old in the photo. The only thing that told her anything about where the picture was from was the city sign, it said Whiskey Bend pop 495.

As she stared at the photo, there was something familiar about the woman’s face but she couldn’t quite place what it could be. 

Another glass of wine and several hours later, she was still sitting there looking at the photo. Turning it over, she reread for the umpteenth time the words handwritten on the back. “Are you this little girl?”

Time slipped away as she thought about her life. Most of her early childhood was a blank. As she watched the sun come up, she was still struggling to figure out her past. She remembered having to move a lot when she was young and she had vague memories of a woman that loved her but she couldn’t even remember now what she really looked like. She was barely six years old when she went into the foster system in Oklahoma. 

When she turned eighteen, she left Oklahoma and never looked back. That was several years ago and now, this brought her life crashing down around her. She had a feeling something bad happened a long time ago but she just couldn’t remember what it was. She had bits and pieces of a memory that had haunted her all her life. She was looking down at her hands and seeing them covered in red. She never knew more than that, yet that was enough to scare the bejesus out of her. That and the nightmares she’d suffered with, the nightmares she couldn’t remember when her screams woke her up and released her from the terror in her mind.

How long she sat there, she didn’t know but when she heard someone pounding on her front door she got up and wiped the tears from her face. She opened the door and saw her best friend, Nora Cattone standing there.

Nora looked shocked when she saw Chloe. “Girl, are you all right?” she asked as she brushed past her.

Chloe shook her head and closed the door behind her. “I guess so why?”

“Don’t you know what time it is?” Nora asked her.

“Nope, not a clue,” Chloe replied distractedly.

“ We gotta go to work....Chloe, are you sure you’re ok?” Nora asked again. 

Chloe took a deep breath. “I don’t know.” She looked up at her friend and repeated, “I don’t know.”

Nora grabbed her hand and led her to the living room. Sitting down on a sofa, she pulled Chloe down beside her. “What is going on? You look so stunned.”

“I don’t know. I supposed we better get to work before we join the unemployment lines.” She got to her feet. “Let me get dressed and we can go.” 

A few minutes later, they left for work. 
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Both of them missed seeing the man standing on the corner. He was tall and his dark hair was just beginning the grey. He was dressed in jeans and a t-shirt covered by a denim jacket. His hair was tucked into a ball cap and pulled low over his eyes. He wore a couple of days of scruff on his jaw that hid the lines of wear he sported, lines that age couldn’t hide anymore. 

Hidden behind a pair of sunglasses his cold eyes watched as they crossed the street and disappeared around the corner. He wandered toward her residence and slipped into her apartment building then went straight to her apartment. Glancing up and down the hallway to make sure it was clear, he knelt and began picking the lock on her door. It took no time at all and as he let himself in, he took off his sunglasses. 

He searched the apartment before he even took a step further inside the apartment. He knew he might not have a great amount of time to do what he had to do. He finally found her again and this time he wasn’t leaving until he had what her mother took from him so long ago. The last time he’d seen her, she had been a ten year old child. Now she was full grown and could answer his questions.

He’d been watching the girl for the last few days and while he knew she might be gone for hours, he didn’t want to take the chance of being spotted by a neighbor. Slipping on a pair of latex gloves, he quickly and methodically went through her small apartment looking for anything he could find that might belong to her childhood but he couldn’t find a thing. Before he left the apartment, he dropped another envelope on the floor just inside the doorway. 

What he was looking for wasn’t here but he had a feeling the girl knew where it was and he couldn’t go back without it this time. He would have to be patient and wait for her to give it to him. But only for a little while longer, he’d already waited too long to get back what someone else had taken from him a lifetime ago.

Once he got back what was taken, he’d go home and do something that should have been done a long time ago. All the players would feel his wrath this time. Her dad would finally get what was coming to him for the lies he had told. And the blackmail he had put in place a very long time ago.

Three hours later, he sat right across the street to watch her apartment. Here she came down the walk as he was sitting on the bus bench across the street watching her. As she went into her building, he waited patiently for her to come back out. He knew she came home for lunch every day and was curious to find out what her reaction to the envelope he’d left earlier would be.

He was still sitting there when she came out of her apartment building. He watched as she crossed the street and walked down the block. He had given her something to think about and now he had to wait and see what she did next.

[image: image]

Chloe walked the four blocks home from her job and her mind was still all mixed up. Her morning hadn’t gone all that well. She worked as a legal researcher for a law firm and she was having a bad day. She almost missed a key section in a brief and she knew she had to clear her mind. She was on her way home for lunch, just like she did every day.

She was so focused on what happened this morning she wasn’t paying attention all morning to anything else that went on around her.

Chloe inserted her key in the lock on her door and when she pushed the door open, she froze when she saw the envelope on her floor. She took a step inside and turned to look up and down the hall before she closed her door. She snapped the lock shut before she bent over and picked up the envelope. 

Going over to the table, she sat down and stared at the writing on the envelope in her hands for a moment. It was the same as before and she knew every line and swirl of the letters of her name. Her hands were trembling as she lifted the flap and brought out the picture inside. It was of the same family as before only this time the little girl was a few years older. She must have been around five years old in this photo. Her long blonde hair was pulled back into a ponytail that hung half way down her back and her big brown eyes matched the smile on her face. In her hands was a white bunny rabbit. The same white bunny rabbit that was sitting on the shelf in her bedroom today. The rabbit was one of the few things Chloe had had with her in Oklahoma all those years ago. She had kept that much of her childhood all these years. She didn’t know why she kept the rabbit but she had.

Suddenly, she felt nauseous. She looked around her apartment and began to notice some small things out of place. The phone on her kitchen counter had been moved, the candle on her coffee table was slightly out of place, and the bathrobe that she hung on the bathroom door was laying on the floor. It shouldn’t have been enough to scare her but it told her someone had been in her apartment that morning. 

The fear began as a knot in her stomach and it grew with each passing moment. Finally, she went into her bedroom and her eyes immediately went to the small grey rabbit














































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
i

Hser Bl @
“ Book §f






d2d_images/image020.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image016.png





d2d_images/image017.png
CIRLIWN





d2d_images/image003.png
00w St





d2d_images/image014.png
WH SKzY B=ND MC





d2d_images/image009.jpg
gy idahlenbooks.com






