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1

Never again were 
there bright days 
or dark nights.


Mom told me what 
it felt like when 
everyone saw the 
last sunset.


It took three days and three 
nights for the sun to finally 
disappear over the horizon.


The Earth had 
just stopped 
rotating.


It was during that long 
sunset that I was born.
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The nights weren’t actually 
dark. The Earth’s engines 
lit up the whole northern 
hemisphere.


The temperature was past 
80°c. You had to wear cooling 
garments to go outside.


Rain would pour amidst 
the oppressive heat like 
lava coming from the sky.


If people from the southern 
hemisphere were suddenly 
thrust into these conditions, 
a good half of them would 
lose their minds.


It was in this 
terrifying 
environment…


that I 
spent my 
childhood.




	
		
	
	
		
	
	

 
Is it true? 
 
I’ll never be 
 
able to see the 
 
Sun or the Moon… 
 
or even the 
stars?

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		




	
		
	
	
		
	
	

There used to 
be four seasons? 
Grandpa, what was 
Earth like before 
we braked?

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

Back then, 
there was 
spring, autumn, 
and winter, plus 
a scorching-hot 
summer. Then, the 
tsunami came. I saw 
it with my very 
 
own eyes!

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

What 
 
a huge wave! 
 
It had to be 
over a hundred 
meters tall…
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The 
Antesolar Era 
was truly a 
golden age.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

Yes 
indeed, boy… 
the Exodus 
hadn’t yet begun, 
but the Earth was 
already changed 
beyond all rec
-
ognition.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		



Grandpa was going a 
bit senile and would 
always repeat the 
same stories.


I can remember it as 
if it were yesterday.


The rain was 
 
brutal that day.


No longer able to stand 
 
the sweltering heat, 
 
Grandpa rushed outside.


	
		
	
	
		
	
	

God’s 
eyes have 
opened!

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	

It’s 
raining! 
It’s rain
-
ing!

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		




We didn’t 
have time 
to pull 
him back.


The engines’ 
ultra-hot plasma 
beams had raised 
the temperature 
of the rain to 
near boiling. A 
whole layer of 
Grandpa’s skin 
was scalded off.


	
		
	
	
		
	
	

Shanghai 
was gone in 
an instant!
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Three 
hundred years 
ago, astronomers 
discovered that the 
hydrogen inside the 
sun was being con
-
verted into helium 
at an alarmingly 
fast rate.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

The model 
showed that the 
Sun was evolving 
away from the 
main sequence.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	

Who can 
tell me 
what that 
means?

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		






	
		
	
	
		
	
	

Go 
ahead.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

It means 
that all the 
hydrogen inside 
will soon be used 
up by nuclear 
fusion. Then, 
the Sun will 
explode.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

A helium 
flash!

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

Absolutely correct! 
Wonderful! After the 
helium flash, the Sun will 
become an enormous but dim 
red giant. It will expand so 
much that the Earth will 
be engulfed!

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		



	
		
	
	
		
	
	

Will 
 
anyone 
survive?

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		





	
		
	
	
		
	
	

We won’t even 
have to wait 
 
until then. The 
 
helium flash will 
 
turn our planet 
 
into a gas.

	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		



	
		
	
	
		
	
	

We’ll 
 
all be 
vaporized!

	
		
	
	
		
	
	



	
		
	
	
		
	
	

So 
they launched 
thousands of 
probes to the Sun. 
In the end, they were 
able to create 
 
an accurate 
 
mathematical 
 
model.
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