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      There was a slight chill in the air that bit as it rolled over Esmeralda Strange. Witch Brew Coffee Shoppe would be hosting a gathering later that evening, after all the trick-or-treating was completed. A Halloween party that they’d remember for years to come if Esmeralda had anything to say about it.

      She took a step back to check out the progress of her work. The decorations on the outside of Witch Brew were coming along nicely. Esmeralda took pride in how well the coffee shop was decorated for every holiday. Halloween was her favorite. She loved to dress up and selecting all of the creepy decorations she could work with each year. This year’s theme was witches. She’d even bought a cauldron that she planned on putting a steamy, smoking punch in for the party later. It was going to put new meaning to “Witch Brew”.

      “Admiring your handiwork?” her cousin Holly asked.

      “Trying to figure out what is missing. It’s not quite right yet.”

      “I think it looks perfect.” Holly leaned her head to the side. “You always have such a nice flair. But if you really think you need something a little extra perhaps you should visit Blooms of Destiny. Your sister, Amadea or Ophelia might have an idea what you can use to add a little more panache to it.”

      Esmeralda nibbled on her bottom lip and considered Holly’s suggestion. She could go see if there were some flowers or plants that might work, but she didn’t know if that was what it needed. There might be something there though. “I will walk over there in a few. I have to wait for Tristan to come back before I can leave.”

      “Don’t you have an employee or two that can watch the shop while you go over to see Amadea and Ophelia?” Holly smiled. “It won’t fall apart if you or Tristan are not around for a few minutes.”

      Esmeralda considered it and then shook her head. “When we opened the coffee shop we agreed that one of us would always be here while it was open. We want to make sure that everything is done the way we envisioned it. I won’t go back on that original agreement.” She lifted her lips into a serene smile. “Besides I don’t mind. I love this place. The extra decorations can wait a little longer until Tristan can be here.”

      “I do admire your dedication and how much you put into your business.” Holly patted her on the arm. “I thought Ivy and I were obsessive.”

      “It’s a family trait,” Esmeralda said and then chuckled. “One we can’t escape no matter how hard we try.”

      “Much like the legend of Kismet Bay…” Holly’s face softened. “Though I’m not complaining. It led me to Nicholas and I wouldn’t change that for anything.”

      Esmeralda was a little jealous of Holly and Nicholas’s love. She had yet to find someone of her own. She didn’t doubt she would someday. For a moment, a small one, she had thought she’d found someone. It wasn’t more than a passage of time that was gone before she had a grasp on it. During Holly’s wedding she’d met a man she found compelling and handsome as sin. He had seemed interested. Until he wasn’t… She still wasn’t sure where it had gone wrong. If she was brave enough she’d ask him, but she would rather keep herself in the dark than to open up that particular can of worms. It was best she just forgot about…him. Esmeralda sighed. If only she could… “I’m happy for the two of you,” she told Holly. She really was. “Kismet Bay did good with the two of you.” And a few of her cousins—even her sister had found their true love. It just kept skipping over her. It was hard for her to shake the bitterness that settled deep into her gut.

      “It did, didn’t it?” Holly beamed. “Sometimes miracles really do happen.” She bumped shoulders with Esmeralda. “It’ll be your turn before you know it.”

      “Perhaps,” she said noncommittally. She didn’t want Holly to know how much it bothered her that she was alone. Esmeralda was lucky. She had a wonderful family and a booming business. Sometimes she felt as if she was being selfish wanting it all. “But in the meantime I’m not holding my breath.”

      “Probably a wise move,” Holly agreed. “I would hate for you to die while you’re waiting.”

      Esmeralda chuckled. “That would be bad.”

      “Indeed,” Holly said. “I’m excited for the Halloween party tonight. I talked Nicholas into doing a couple theme.”

      “Oh?” Esmeralda lifted a brow. “I’m curious. What pray tell did you talk that man into?”

      “You’re making it sound like it’s a bad thing,” Holly said. “I promise it’s not.”

      “Then why are you stalling?” Esmeralda tilted her head to the side. “Spill it Holly.”

      “Oh fine,” Holly said with a sigh. “It really isn’t bad. We’re going to be Wesley and Buttercup. You know from the Princess Bride.” She got a dreamy expression on her face. “Nicholas is going to be a fabulous Dread Pirate Roberts. All that tight black clothing and I even found him a real sword.” She nearly hummed with pleasure. “He’ll be super sexy.”

      “I’m sure you’re right.” She stared at Holly. “You’ll have the wrong color hair. Are you both wearing wigs?”

      She waved her hand dismissively. “No. I had a hard enough time convincing him to wear the pirate costume. There was no way I’d get him into a blond wig.” Holly shrugged. “It doesn’t matter anyway. The rest will be obvious. I even found a replica red dress that Buttercup wore when they were reunited. You’ll see.”

      “I guess I will,” Esmeralda agreed. “I am not doing something that elaborate with mine. I’m going to be a simple witch.” She gestured toward the sign. “In honor of the name of the coffee shop. It seemed appropriate.” She grinned. “I’ll use all my witch charm on the patrons and maybe I’ll find the man of my dreams tonight.”

      “Either way it will be a fabulous evening,” Holly agreed. “I need to return to Serendipity Lane. I’ll see you later.” Her cousin waved as she walked down the street to her store. Esmeralda looked at her decorations one more time and then went inside to wait for Tristan. When he arrived she’d go to the flower shop for a few things and then come back to finish.
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