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How to Use This Ebook Edition

This ebook edition teaches the exact same ten-technique curriculum as the print edition, adapted for a screen you can’t write on.

Every chapter keeps its full explanation, its worked example with the pattern highlighted directly on a real grid, and its three drills — all of it works exactly as intended on a page you read rather than one you fill in.

What’s different: each chapter includes two full practice puzzles here instead of five, since a puzzle you can’t pencil into isn’t much of a puzzle. Keep a notepad or a blank sudoku grid nearby to actually work through them. The print edition’s fifty-puzzle bonus worksheet section isn’t included here for the same reason — it’s built specifically to be written in.

If you want the full solve-on-paper experience with all 150 chapter puzzles and the 50 bonus worksheets, that’s what the paperback is for. This edition is built to teach the techniques themselves, which is the part that was always the actual point.




PART ONE

The Techniques You Already Half-Know






CHAPTER 1

Naked Singles

Start here, even if you already solve Easy and Medium puzzles without thinking about it. Naked Singles are the technique you have been using since your first sudoku, whether or not you ever had a name for it. Every technique in this book, all the way through the hardest chapter, is built on top of this one instinct.

A naked single is the simplest possible situation a cell can be in: every other digit has already been ruled out for it, one way or another, and exactly one candidate remains. Not because you found a clever pattern. Just because the cell ran out of other options.

How It Works

Every empty cell in a sudoku grid can only hold a digit that is not already used in its row, its column, or its 3-by-3 box. Those three groups are called that cell’s peers.

If you write out, in pencil, every digit a cell could still legally hold, you will sometimes find only one digit survives all three checks. That is a naked single. There is nothing to deduce, nothing to compare against other cells, nothing to chain together. The cell has simply been cornered by its own row, column, and box until only one answer fits.

The word naked here does not mean simple. It means visible: the single candidate is sitting right there in the open, once you have written out the candidates honestly. Most naked singles get missed not because they are hard to see, but because most solvers do not bother writing out candidates for cells that look busy already.

Worked Example

[image: The amber cell has exactly one candidate remaining — that’s the naked single.]

The amber cell has exactly one candidate remaining — that’s the naked single.


Why It Matters

Naked singles will not get you past a Medium puzzle on their own. But every technique later in this book ends the same way: some other pattern eliminates enough candidates that a naked single finally appears, and the grid opens up.

The fastest way to find them is to stop scanning the whole grid at once and work one box at a time. Move through the nine cells of a single box, and for each empty one, check its row and column before moving to the next. A fixed route through the grid, box by box, catches every naked single exactly once.

The most common mistake at this stage is not a logic error at all — it is skipping the pencil marks. Writing out full candidates now, even when you do not strictly need to, is what makes naked pairs, hidden pairs, and everything after them visible later instead of invisible.

Spot It Yourself

Each grid below has exactly one naked single hiding in it. Find the cell before checking the answer key at the end of the chapter.

Use the box-by-box route rather than scanning freely. Pick a box, check each of its empty cells against its row and column, and only move to the next box once you have checked all nine.

If a full pass turns up nothing, the candidate you are missing is almost always one that was never fully written out — not a logic step you failed to make.

[image: Drill 1]

Drill 1

[image: Drill 2]

Drill 2

[image: Drill 3]

Drill 3

Practice Puzzles

These puzzles can be fully solved using naked singles alone — no other technique is required. That’s deliberate: before moving to Chapter 2, get comfortable enough with this pattern that you stop consciously looking for it.

Work it straight through using the box-by-box route rather than jumping to whichever part of the grid looks most finished.

When these puzzles are fully solved, every single cell will have come from the same one-candidate logic you just practiced. Chapter 2 introduces hidden singles: a candidate that survives in only one cell of a row, column, or box, even when that cell still has other candidates sitting alongside it.

[image: Puzzle 1]

Puzzle 1

[image: Puzzle 2]

Puzzle 2

Answer Key

Drill 1: row 2, column 1 → 1

Drill 2: row 1, column 6 → 4

Drill 3: row 8, column 7 → 6

If you found all three drills on the first pass, move on to Chapter 2 without hesitation. If you missed one, figure out which candidate you failed to eliminate, rather than which cell you failed to spot.

[image: Puzzle 1 — Solution]

Puzzle 1 — Solution

[image: Puzzle 2 — Solution]

Puzzle 2 — Solution




CHAPTER 2

Hidden Singles

Naked singles taught you to look at a cell and ask what’s left for it. Hidden singles ask the opposite question: for this digit, where in the row, column, or box can it possibly go? Sometimes the honest answer is one place — and it doesn’t matter how many other candidates are still sitting in that cell.

This is the technique most solvers skip past without noticing, because it hides inside cells that don’t look like candidates for anything. A cell showing four or five pencil marks looks unresolved. It can still be a hidden single.

How It Works

A hidden single works on the same three constraint groups as everything else in this book: a row, a column, or a box. The difference is which direction you check. A naked single asks a cell how many digits it could still hold. A hidden single asks a digit how many cells in a unit could still hold it.

If you check every empty cell in a row for one specific digit, and only one of those cells lists that digit as a candidate, that cell must be it — regardless of what else that cell’s candidate list contains.

This is why the technique is called hidden. The candidate that actually matters is buried inside a cell that also shows two, three, or four other numbers. Looking at that cell by itself reveals nothing.

Worked Example

[image: The highlighted digit has nowhere else to go in its row — even though the cell shows other candidates too.]

The highlighted digit has nowhere else to go in its row — even though the cell shows other candidates too.


Why It Matters

Hidden singles show up constantly once a puzzle moves past Easy, and missing them is the single most common reason a solver feels stuck on a Medium puzzle that a more experienced solver finishes without slowing down.

Finding them means changing your scanning direction from Chapter 1. Instead of moving box by box and checking each cell’s own candidates, pick a digit and check where it can go across one whole row, column, or box at a time.

The most common mistake is trusting how a cell looks. A cell with five pencil marks looks like the last place you’d expect to find something definite, so most solvers skip straight past it.

Spot It Yourself

Each grid below has exactly one hidden single. The candidate you’re looking for will be sitting inside a cell that still shows other candidates too — do not rule a cell out just because its list looks unresolved.

Work one unit at a time — a single row, column, or box — and check each of the nine digits against it before moving to the next unit.

If you catch yourself re-reading the same crowded cells and mentally dismissing them, stop and check those specific cells first.

[image: Drill 1]

Drill 1
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Drill 2

[image: Drill 3]

Drill 3

Practice Puzzles

This puzzle needs naked singles and hidden singles together — the two techniques you now know. Some cells will resolve because they’ve run out of other options. Others will resolve because a digit has run out of other homes.

If you get stuck, resist the urge to reach for something from a later chapter. Every stall in this puzzle has a hidden single behind it somewhere.

Once singles stop being enough on their own, Chapter 3 introduces naked pairs: two cells in the same unit that, between them, quietly rule out candidates everywhere else in that unit.

[image: Puzzle 1]

Puzzle 1

[image: Puzzle 2]

Puzzle 2

Answer Key

Drill 1: row 8, column 6 → 6

Drill 2: row 5, column 2 → 6

Drill 3: row 2, column 4 → 3

If a drill gave you trouble, check whether you actually tested that digit against every empty cell in the unit, or stopped checking once the first reasonable-looking cell turned up.

[image: Puzzle 1 — Solution]

Puzzle 1 — Solution
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Puzzle 2 — Solution
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