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“Every child deserves a little magic,
a few great adventures,
and a dragon who loves them.”
— Gail Robin Raes
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For our wonderful grandchildren,
Gwendolyn and Draxton, who make every adventure brighter,
every laugh louder, and every memory more magical.
May you always explore the world with curiosity, kindness, and joy.

And may Papa Dragon always be nearby to share your next great adventure.

Love always,
Grammy & Papa Dragon
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Introduction – Spring Break Adventure
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“Every adventure begins with curiosity,
laughter, and the people we love beside us.”
— Gail Robin Raes
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Every great adventure begins with a simple idea.

Sometimes it’s a place we’ve always wanted to see.
Sometimes it’s a trip we’ve been planning for months.
And sometimes... it’s simply the joy of spending time together.
This story began with a family vacation.

A cruise ship.
Warm Caribbean waters.
Beautiful islands.
And two excited grandchildren ready to explore the world.
Gwendolyn, age eleven, and her younger brother Draxton, age seven, had never been on a cruise before. Everything about the trip felt magical—from the moment they first saw the enormous ship waiting at the port to the endless adventures that followed.

But the most important part of the journey wasn’t the ship, the islands, or even the theme parks.

It was the time they spent together as a family.

Along the way they would:

• sail across turquoise Caribbean seas
• jump from jungle waterfalls
• snorkel among colorful fish
• explore tropical islands
• travel “around the world” at EPCOT
• and share plenty of laughs with Papa Dragon
Papa Dragon, of course, made every adventure even more interesting. Whether he was acting as a surfboard in the ocean, telling dragon jokes at dinner, or discovering that tiny sandwiches at high tea might not be enough for a hungry dragon, he was always ready for fun.

Travel teaches us many things. It teaches us about new places, new cultures, and the incredible beauty of our world.

But most of all, it reminds us how special it is to spend time with the people we love.

This book is a collection of memories from one unforgettable Spring Break adventure—a journey filled with laughter, discovery, and the kind of moments that families remember for a lifetime.

Because in the end, the best souvenirs we bring home from any trip are not the things we pack in our suitcases...

They are the stories we share forever.

So come along and join Papa Dragon, Grammy, Gwendolyn, and Draxton as they set sail for a week of sunshine, surprises, and family fun.

After all, as Papa Dragon likes to say... 

“Every adventure is better when we take it together.” 
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Meet Papa Dragon and the Family
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“Every story has its characters.
These just happen to be my favorite people in the world.”
— Gail Robin Raes
Before our adventure begins, you should meet the travelers who are about to set sail on a very special Spring Break journey.

Every great adventure needs a good crew, and this one includes a dragon, a storyteller, two curious grandkids, and parents who are always ready for the next family trip.

Let’s meet them.
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Papa Dragon

Papa Dragon didn’t always have wings and scales.

Long ago, he was just a regular grandpa who happened to love eating dragon fruit. Not just once in a while either—he ate it all the time.

Grammy warned him. “You’re going to turn into a dragon if you keep eating all that dragon fruit,” she told him.

But Papa Dragon admits he isn’t always the best listener.

One morning he woke up, stretched his arms... and discovered he had wings.

Real wings.

He looked in the mirror and saw a dragon staring back at him.

And that is how Papa Dragon came to be.

These days he uses his dragon powers for important things like telling jokes, sharing stories, helping with adventures, and occasionally serving as a floating surfboard at the beach.

Grammy

Grammy is the calm and wise one of the group.

She makes sure everyone has sunscreen, snacks, water bottles, and the occasional reminder not to do anything too dangerous.

She also keeps Papa Dragon from getting into too much trouble—most of the time.

But Grammy has another very important role.

She’s the family storyteller.

After every adventure, Grammy writes down the real stories of her grandchildren and turns them into Papa Dragon books so the memories can be shared again and again.

The funny moments, the exciting discoveries, the places they travel, and even Papa Dragon’s dragon-sized jokes all become part of the stories she writes.

Grammy believes the best stories are the ones that really happened—especially when they are filled with family adventures and a little bit of dragon magic.

Gwendolyn

Gwendolyn is eleven years old and loves discovering new places.

She’s curious, thoughtful, and always interested in learning something new. Whether she’s exploring a tropical island, spotting colorful fish while snorkeling, or walking through the countries of EPCOT, Gwendolyn notices all the amazing details along the way.

She also has a very good sense of humor—especially when Papa Dragon tells one of his famous jokes.

Draxton

Draxton is seven years old and full of energy.

He loves swimming, jumping off waterfalls, riding fast rides, snorkeling in the ocean, and eating very large breakfasts before a big day of adventure.

Draxton is also Papa Dragon’s biggest fan.

Especially when Papa Dragon turns into the world’s largest surfboard at the beach.

Draxton believes every adventure should include at least one of the following:

• water
• laughter
• snacks
• and something slightly unexpected.
Ryan

Ryan is the kids’ dad and one of the planners of family adventures.

He enjoys exploring new places and making sure everyone gets to experience something fun. Whether they’re snorkeling, hiking to waterfalls, or visiting theme parks, Ryan is always ready to help the family discover something exciting.

Julia

Julia is the kids’ mom and the one who keeps the whole trip running smoothly.

She has friends in faraway places, which sometimes leads to unexpected adventures—like exploring waterfalls deep in the jungle of the Dominican Republic.

Julia always seems to know the best places to go, the most interesting things to see, and occasionally surprises the family with something special.

The Adventure Begins

Together this family is about to set off on a journey filled with:

Cruise ships
Tropical islands
Jungle waterfalls
Snorkeling adventures
Disney magic
And traveling around the world in a single day.
Along the way there will be laughter, discoveries, a few dragon-sized surprises, and plenty of Papa Dragon’s famous jokes.

Because every great adventure deserves to be remembered.

And that’s exactly what Grammy loves to do.

So grab your sunscreen, your sense of adventure, and maybe even a slice of Key lime pie.

Because now that you’ve met the family... let Grammy tell you the story of one unforgettable Spring Break adventure.
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​Spring Break Adventure Map
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Follow Our Adventure Map!

Before our story begins, let’s take a look at where Papa Dragon and the family are traveling on their exciting Spring Break adventure.

Their journey begins in Florida, where they board a magnificent cruise ship and set sail across beautiful blue Caribbean waters.

Follow along as they explore islands, beaches, jungles, and magical places along the way!

The Adventure Begins - Port Canaveral:  This is where the family boards the amazing cruise ship Celebrity Apex. From here they begin their seven-day adventure at sea.

First Stop - Key West:  Colorful streets, tropical breezes, and the famous six-toed cats at the Ernest Hemingway Home. Papa Dragon also teaches the kids fun facts about the Florida Keys, a chain of islands stretching into the ocean like a string of pearls.

Beach Day – Bimini:  Warm crystal-clear water, colorful fish, and a beach day full of swimming, sunshine, and Papa Dragon acting as the world’s biggest floating surfboard.

Jungle Adventure - Puerto Plata:  A thrilling day exploring waterfalls in the jungle, spotting monkeys in the trees, and jumping into sparkling natural pools at the famous 27 Waterfalls of Damajagua.

Snorkeling Paradise - Grand Turk:  Bright turquoise water, tropical fish, sandy beaches—and a relaxing visit to Margaritaville Grand Turk where Papa Dragon may or may not sing a famous Jimmy Buffett song.

Back to Florida:  The cruise returns to Port Canaveral, but the adventure isn’t over yet!

Disney Magic - Walt Disney World:  Castles, rides, laughter, and magical moments.

Around the World in One Day – EPCOT:  Travel through different countries, explore new cultures, and enjoy delicious food from around the world.

Returning Home:   Papa Dragon and Grammy fly home to Phoenix, while Ryan, Julia, Gwendolyn, and Draxton fly to Oakland before driving home to Kelseyville.
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