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Stephen Lambert: Real Estate Agent DRE 02030137 

I became interested in Real estate when my parents sold their house and bought their second home. I was approximately eight years old. Our Real estate agent was a friend of the family; she made the procedure look elegant. Because of her I started to really pay attention, closely watching the process.  

Real estate gathered my interest, especially the meaning of equity. The mere thought of making money without doing anything, was intriguing. I got my Real estate license in 2016. I remember struggling to get to the location where the test was given. A flat tire, and three triple A tow trucks, would come before my arrival. And still the proper tools were unavailable for my lug nuts. If not before, I surely knew now that real estate was calling my name, and I was answering. Stephen Lambert, may I help you. I left my car in front of a Mexican restaurant and helped myself to an Uber. I ran into the building 5 minutes late. None of the proctors said anything, which seemed so crazy. Because they were sticklers about being on time. I sat down, took a long deep breath, and went to work. I passed the test and began bypassing negative thoughts for positive outlooks. I bought my first property in 2017, on my 29th birthday. A nice size triplex that I bought from my family. It was in need of a full makeover. I was living with my parents at the time, in order to save money. I saved most of my commission checks, while also working a full-time job at a local university in Los Angeles. My wife today, was my girlfriend at the time. She also shared a mutual interest in Real estate. So, we both signed on the dotted line, and became homeowners and property managers together. We believed that if we lived in one of the units, we should be able to come close to living mortgage free. I watched my uncle manage this same property, until he passed away in 2016. I always said that I would fix this place up and manage it like a business. I never thought it would happen so quickly; we closed escrow and it was done. At the same time, I was also managing commercial property. Making a better living for me and my family while spending other people's money wisely. Including using my own finances towards rehab and overall expenses. Ensuring that all of our property was well kept. I decided to renovate the property when I realized I could double dip on my income. I could get the highest rent from my units, plus create some equity due to the rehab. I planned to hold the property, until it was time for me to retire. Unfortunately, I had a bad experience. So, we decided to sell the property and purchase a new one. Many of my relationships have shaped my career. My Godmother was my first broker and mentor. She showed me how to serve my clients and was my first introduction to Real Estate. Introducing me to what a realtor should be depicted as. And as I move within the world of Real estate, I continue to gain allies. Switching brokerages has been the best move I've made for my career. My current brokerage isn't one of the big names, but the network I've created has been game changing. It's like an interception in the fourth quarter that revives your team. And I've been introduced to a number of hustlers that have helped me to step my game up. Also, these relationships have opened my eyes to different avenues in Real estate. Allowing myself time to build upon experiences, and find my niche, which is of great importance. Among the business of Real estate are many people; Title reps, escrow officers, inspectors, appraisers just to name a few. I have learned that the key to a thriving business is your choice of partners. I need people around me that can do their job with minor oversight. It takes time to find a solid team that fits your personality. I've done business with people that I thought had my best interest, like I had theirs. I learned that all money isn't good money. I now know that financing rehab, is money invested wisely. Because some partners just aren't a good fit. And doing business, unlike w2 work, has allowed me to understand when I'm not being valued. My family and friends have been the backbone of my business. However, family and friends have also let me down. I now understand that friends and family can become just as "business" (give & take).  

Neilson Williams: Entertainment Publisher 

I am Stephen Lambert's father-in-law. I have always been very interested in the business of real estate. However, becoming a homeowner, then defaulting into foreclosure has assembled more questions than answers. Stephen and I share interests in Real estate. But we don't always agree. Our conversations are almost daily, so you can imagine the intensity. When he and my daughter (Breanna) bought their first property, I was ill informed. Decisions had to be made quickly, because of time restraints attached to the property and the new loan. So, they reacted quickly. I was not informed initially. My first time seeing the property in person was just a few days after escrow closed. I was not immediately impressed with the purchase. Just as Stephen mentioned, the front house needed a full makeover. I accessed the house to need more than $90,000 (USD) in repairs and or renovation. But shortly after my visit, they hired a contractor that gave them a bargain. Suddenly it became worthwhile. I still gave them grief for not informing me timely. But the worse was behind
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