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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Welcome to the September issue of Horror Bulletin Monthly. In this one, we cover the reviews from August 2023.

      HIGHLIGHTS AND LOWLIGHTS

      We had a couple of “theme weeks” this time around. First, we looked at some of the “Legendary” worst horror films of all time: “Plan 9 From Outer Space,” “The Killer Shrews,” and “The Brain that Wouldn’t Die.” Were they really all that bad? We’ll see!

      We also had our second “Short Film Festival,” where we watched a dozen short horror films in a week. All of them are available for you to watch along with us on YouTube so that you can watch and judge as well!

      Here’s what we each thought stood out this month:
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        * * *

      

      Brian liked both “The Blackening” and “Candy Land” more than he expected and “Insidious: The Red Door” a lot less than he’d hoped. He was bewildered but entertained by “Willie’s Wonderland” and astounded at “Manos: The Hand of Fate,” but not in a good way. He watched “Basket Case” and “Night of the Comet” for the first time in decades and found them both to be much higher quality than he remembered.

      

      Kevin’s favorites of the month were “The Blackening” and “Willy’s Wonderland,” also the funniest films of the month. He also thinks “Night of the Comet” and “Basket Case” have held up their entertainment value. “Baskin” was an international movie gem. He thinks no one should ever have to watch “Blood Hook,” but his biggest disappointment of the month was “Insidious: The Red Door,” which should have been more entertaining than it was given the budget and cast that it had.
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        * * *

      

      NEW BOOK - THE HORROR GUYS GUIDE TO THE HORROR FILMS OF PETER CUSHING
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      He’s Been Dr. Frankenstein, Grand Moff Tarkin, Van Helsing, Doctor Who, and Sherlock Holmes. He’s fought Dracula, werewolves, ghouls, gorgons, Nazi zombies, upstart rebels, ancient mummies, skulls, aliens, and even the abominable snowman.

      With a range from cold, calculating malevolence to kindly grandpa, Peter Cushing enthralled horror (and non-horror) fans for decades. With a humble start with Laurel and Hardy in Hollywood, to a low point where he couldn’t get anything but BBC Radio roles, Cushing always knew he was made for acting. Still, it wasn’t until Hammer Films decided to remake “Frankenstein” that Cushing’s star really began to rise.

      Starring in dozens of chilling films from Hammer and Amicus, he soon became one of the great icons of horror. Toward the end of his career, he took a role as Tarkin in “Star Wars,” which popularized him with an entirely new generation of fans that couldn’t get enough of his earlier work. We’re here to look at his horror films. *All* of them.  

      This is not a Peter Cushing biography. What the book does do is go through each and every one of Cushing’s horror films, going through a *complete* synopsis, including spoilers and commentary. We’ll look at Cushing’s array of characters shift from the evilest incarnation of Dr. Frankenstein to lovable old benefactors. We’ll look at fifty horror films and eight important non-horror films that are significant in Cushing’s career.

      Pick it up here: https://brianschell.com/b/cushing

      NEW BOOK - FREE!
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      Last month, we released “The Horror Guys Guide to the Halloween Films” For a limited time, it’s absolutely free on our web store. Go to https://brianschell.com/b/halloween to pick up the ebook [epub/pdf] version of the book. The site also has a link to order a paperback version (not free).
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        * * *

      

      WEB STORE

      You can now pick up ebook editions of all our “Horror Guys Guides” and all back issues of “Horror Bulletin Monthly” issues as well as our fiction stories at https://brianschell.com/ and then click on the appropriate category. Or pick them up at any of the usual e-book places. Although we don’t sell paperbacks from our site, there are links to pick them up on the store site as well.

      Also note that our “Horror Guys Guides” (not the Horror Bulletin Monthlies) are also now available in hardcover.

      EMAIL US

      As always, we’d love to hear YOUR opinions on the films and critique our reviews. Contact us at email@horrorguys.com

      And now… Here. We. Go!
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            1940 THE APE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Directed by William Nigh

        	Written by Adam Shirk, Curt Siodmak, Richard Carroll

        	Stars Boris Karloff, Maris Wrixon, Gene O’Donnell, Dorothy Vaughan

        	Run Time: 1 Hour, 2 Minutes

        	Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiQJPyv48b4
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      True to the title, there is an ape who is just a guy in a suit, but it’s a pretty realistic-looking job. Boris Karloff elevates what would be a pretty tame mad scientist tale into something worth seeing. It’s also a little peek into what the world was like before the polio vaccine was available.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      There’s a circus. The kids talk about going to see the sideshow. They have to go past Doc Adrian’s house and they throw rocks at his house and break a window. He rides his bicycle up behind them and catches Willy in the act.

      Later, Doc Adrian checks out his dogs’ eyes and his servant Jane brings him tea. Mason complains about the old doctor, who’s destroying the values in the town. Little Willy lies and says the doctor hurt him for no reason. The people in the town don’t much care for Adrian.

      The pharmacist warns Adrian that the villagers might soon be noticing the missing animals– then they’ll be after him for sure. He takes a jewelry box for Frances, a young woman in a wheelchair, whom he calls his “make-believe daughter.” His real daughter would have been eighteen today, but Adrian couldn’t save her or her mother from Polio. He’s since developed a cure for that disease. He promises Frances that she will walk again.

      Frances and Danny talk about “those stories” about Adrian; she doesn’t believe any of them and tells him not to either.

      Danny and Frances go to the circus that evening. Mason is there with his “other woman.” The sheriff is there as well. After the show, we hear the animal trainer complaining about their killer ape. The killer ape then attacks the trainer and accidentally starts a fire. The ape breaks from his cage and runs off in the confusion.

      They bring the animal trainer to Dr. Adrian. “Am I gonna die?” “We all die sometime.” Great bedside manner there, doc. The doctor ominously says he’s going to fulfill a promise.

      The sheriff sets up hunting parties to get the ape, but Mason doesn’t want to help other people. He’d prefer the sheriff serve his eviction notices.

      Adrian comes to Frances and says he’s found the serum he needs. He’s brought his spinal injections. Afterward, she can’t lift her legs, but at least she can feel them now. He breaks the bottle with the serum in it. Where’s he going to get more of that?

      The ape breaks into Adrian’s place, and the old man injects and kills it. Could he use the ape to make more serum?

      We see the ape out and about. Mason argues with his wife about his mistress, but he’s a jerk. The ape kills Mason and then goes back to Adrian’s place. No one seems to care that Mason’s been killed.

      Adrian makes more of his serum. Where did he get the ingredients for that? Danny and Frances’s mother talk about Frances’s condition. Danny refuses to let the doctor in because he’s afraid of science.

      Frances says she has more sensation than yesterday. She moves her foot. Yes, it’s going to work!

      The coroners talk about the animal trainer and Mason’s bodies. Dr. McNulty goes to see Adrian about the spinal injections on both bodies. McNulty knows that he was expelled from an organization years ago for being too daring with his experiments. McNulty threatens to turn Adrian into the authorities, so Adrien offers to show him proof. They go see Frances, but she can’t move her leg this time. McNulty is impressed nevertheless and invites Adrian back to the foundation.

      Some boys see the ape out in the woods and shoot him.

      The sheriff says they probably shot a cow but goes to see Doc Adrian, who is patching a wound in his side. Adrian gives the sheriff the animal trainer’s coat and says that may be why the ape keeps hanging around his place.

      Frances tries to move her leg again– both this time. She tries to stand up but just can’t do it. “She needs more,” Adrian complains. “One more.”

      The sheriff and all his men are outside Adrian’s house, where the ape has been seen more than anywhere else. One of the men is attacked by the ape, but he stabs it.

      Frances sees the wounded ape heading to Adrian’s place and calls for help. The sheriff shoots the ape again. Then the sheriff pulls off the mask, and it’s Dr. Adrian inside. Frances sees the dying doctor and walks to him. The cure works; it just took longer than expected. Adrian dies a happy man.

      COMMENTARY

      I love how they load Frances, wheelchair and all in the back of the pickup truck. They couldn’t have put in the front seat and just haul the chair along? I hope she was strapped on tight!

      The ape is clearly a man in a suit in every scene. Still, it’s not a bad-looking suit; there are a lot worse movie apes. Boris Karloff is perfect here as a true “mad scientist.” He has the best of intentions but has no compunctions about killing people to achieve his goals.

      It’s a by-the-numbers mad scientist’s story that’s pretty basic, but Karloff really does well here and makes the mediocre idea into a decent film.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            1957 PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	AKA “Grave Robbers from Outer Space”

        	Directed by Edward D. Wood Jr.

        	Written by Edward D. Wood Jr.

        	Stars Bela Lugosi, Maila Nurmi, Tor Johnson

        	Run Time: 1 Hour, 19 Minutes

        	Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiZp2sXkVUg
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      The effects are bad, the story is bad, the acting is bad, the editing is bad. Yet you can’t look away from watching it. Ed Wood did it all himself as a rush job, and it shows. It’s a fun watch, but it started feeling a little long after a while.

      Spoilery Synopsis

      We open with “Criswell” doing a prediction. He predicts, “Future events such as these will affect you in the future.” He’s dramatic, that’s for sure. Credits roll.

      We cut to a funeral. An old woman has died, and we see Bela Lugosi there, crying as the gravediggers wait. Meanwhile, Danny and Jeff are flying their passenger plane but something strange happens– there’s a flying saucer out their window.

      We see the cooking-pot-lid-looking saucer descend over the cemetery as the gravediggers fill in the hole. The two men encounter a creepy-looking woman who doesn’t speak. They scream.

      The dead woman’s husband leaves his house and looks sad. He picks one of his wife’s flowers. He then gets hit by a car offscreen and dies. His dead wife, the woman from the cemetery, watches him die.

      The police come to the cemetery to investigate the mess. The gravediggers have been torn apart.

      At Jeff’s house, he talks about the flying saucer to his wife. He’s been sworn to secrecy about it. Then it comes back and flies right over their house toward the cemetery. All the police fall down for a minute, but the sad old dead man from earlier rises from the grave as a cloaked “ghoul man” and follows Inspector Clay. The ghoul man and vampire woman attack Clay.

      The police have an immediate funeral for Clay. The vampire woman stands there watching. Not long after, more saucers appear over Hollywood, and everyone sees them. The military shoots at them, and although they can’t hit them, the saucers do fly away. The colonel wonders who they are and what they want.

      Meanwhile, on the mothership, the alien captain reports. They haven’t had much luck with the Earth creatures, so they want to use Plan 9, resurrection of the dead. “We have risen two so far; we’ll be just as successful with more.” The commander approves the use of Plan 9.

      Jeff and his wife try some dramatic acting, but then the saucer flies over again. That night, after Jeff leaves for work, the ghoul man chases after his wife Paula. She runs outside to the cemetery just as Inspector Clay climbs out of his grave.

      The saucers land, and the dead people come to the ship for orders. The police are still wandering in the cemetery, and they notice that Clay’s grave is now empty as well.

      The general talks to the colonel about their previous attempts to contact the aliens. The general plays the translated audio recordings from Eros, one of the spacemen. They don’t want to conquer Earth; they want to save it. Still, humans are dangerous and stupid, and they might change their minds. Colonel Edwards is ordered to contact the aliens and find out what they want.

      Up on the mothership, the commander tells off Eros. The plan is not going well; so far, there are only three resurrected dead. Clay comes in, something goes wrong, and the dead Clay almost kills Eros. The commander insists that they deactivate the oldest dead man.

      The colonel goes to see Jeff and Paula. They all hear something out there as the old man walks past the cop outside. He approaches the group, and Lieutenant Harper shoots him. Just then, the aliens turn off their beam and the old man becomes a skeleton.

      Eros opens the spaceship door and lets Jeff, the colonel, and the police lieutenant inside. Tanna asks Eros, ”Do we have to kill them?” Jeff talks to Eros, “You fiend!” Eros explains that they came with friendly intentions, but the governments of Earth won’t even acknowledge that they exist. Earthmen have minds that always develop bigger and bigger weapons. Eros just calls him “Stupid!” repeatedly. There’s a whole monologue about making sunlight explode, which is much worse than the nuclear bombs. It’s something that humans will eventually discover. Since sunlight goes everywhere, they can destroy every world in the universe.

      Jeff attacks Eros, and things get crazy aboard the ship. The ship is on fire, and the Earthmen get out. The flaming ship takes off and explodes

      
      COMMENTARY
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