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			Arthur Conan Doyle

			Scottish writer

			
					Born in Edinburgh (Scotland) in 1859

					Died in Crowborough in 1930

					Notable works:	The Adventure of the Speckled Band (1892), novella

	The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892), collection of short stories

	The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902), novel




			

			Born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1859, Arthur Conan Doyle was firstly a doctor. He only committed to writing from 1885 and created, in his first novella, A Study in Scarlet, his famous private detective character: Sherlock Holmes. Success was not immediate and the writer had to wait until 1890 to close his GP surgery and focus on writing. He then published four novels including The Hound of the Baskervilles and The Lost World, and 56 novellas including the renowned The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 

			Impeded by the success of his hero and wanting to dedicate himself to science fiction, Conan Doyle killed Holmes off in The Final Problem. But, under pressure from readers, he brought him back ten years later, in 1905, in The Return of Sherlock Holmes. 

			Sir Conan Doyle died in England in 1930. 

		


		
			A Scandal in Bohemia and other stories

			The stories introducing the renowned Sherlock Holmes

			
					Genre: detective novellas

					Reference editions: 	A Scandal in Bohemia: Conan Doyle, A. (1892) Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. New York: Harper & Brothers.

	 The Adventure of Black Peter and The Adventure of the Priory School: Conan Doyle, A. (2008) The Return of Sherlock Holmes: A Collection of Holmes Adventure. Sydney: ReadHowYouWant.

	The Adventure of the Dying Detective: Conan Doyle, A. The Adventure of the Dying Detective. [Online]. [Accessed 19 September 2016]. Available from: <https://sherlock-holm.es/stories/pdf/a4/1-sided/dyin.pdf> 




					First edition: 1891

					Themes: investigation, mystery, scandal, detective

			

			Published in 1891, A Scandal in Bohemia is the first novella written by Arthur Conan Doyle. It was later integrated into the collection The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. In the story, Sherlock Holmes, tasked by the King of Bohemia with getting back a compromising photograph, sees his plan thwarted by a Russian opera singer. 

			The Adventure of Black Peter and The Adventure of the Priory School, two of the other novellas in the collection studied, were part of the The Return of Sherlock Holmes collection, published in 1905. In the first, the famous detective investigates the mysterious death of a former ship captain, who himself killed a banker. In the second, it is the abduction of the son of a statesman that attracts his attention. Finally, in The Adventure of the Dying Detective, published in 1913 in the collection His Last Bow, the detective, an unwanted witness to a recent murder, must foil an attempted assassination against himself. 

		


		
			Summary

			A Scandal in Bohemia

			Dr Watson, a friend of detective Sherlock Holmes whom he has grown apart from since his marriage, arrives at his house unexpectedly, on the night of 20 May 1888. Holmes is expecting a visit from a masked man who is coming to ask for his help and who warned him of his arrival through an anonymous letter. 

			When the unknown man arrives, he presents himself as a Bohemian gentleman linked to the court. “If your Majesty would condescend to state your case” (p. 10), Holmes says to him. The man then removes his mask and reveals that he is the king himself, and is about to marry a Scandinavian princess. He then explains his problem: Irene Adler, an opera singer with whom he had a relationship five years previously, is threatening to publish a photograph showing him with her in three days, the night before the royal engagement. 

			The following day, Watson goes to the London address of Irene Adler, which the king gave to him. He meets Holmes there who, having been disguised as a horse groomer since that morning, is on the lookout for the young woman. That day, she has been to a church, followed by the detective. He quickly found himself chosen as a witness to the opera singer’s marriage to Godfrey Norton, a lawyer. The young woman then returned home alone. Holmes, who wants to retrieve the photograph, comes up with a plan: he goes to her door, pretending to be injured, while Watson, outside, cries “Fire!”. Irene then rushes to the photograph’s probable hiding place. Holmes tells her that it was surely a false alarm and leaves the house. 

			The following morning, accompanied by the king, he arrives very early at Irene’s house, planning to take back the photograph before she awakens. But the servant tells him that the opera singer has left England indefinitely, leaving a letter for Sherlock Holmes in which she tells him that the false fire alarm intrigued her and that after following him, she discovered that he was undoubtedly involved with the king. She took the photograph with her, which she no longer intends to use as planned, now that she has found love. “Would she not have made an admirable queen?” (p. 28), murmurs the king. 

			The Adventure of Black Peter

			Dr Watson recounts the investigation that Sherlock Holmes led in 1895 regarding the mysterious death of Captain Peter Carey, an alcoholic and violent former sailor. He was found having been killed with a harpoon taken from a wall in a hut resembling a ship’s cabin that he had built on his land in Sussex. 

			The detective sends a young police lieutenant in his place, but he reports few clues, except a notebook with the mysterious initials J.H.N. and a tobacco pouch with the initials P.C. Holmes therefore decides to go there himself with Watson and the lieutenant, who notices that somebody has tried to break into the hut. The following night, they decide to wait, hidden in the hut, for the likely return of the visitor, who does indeed come back. As the lieutenant restrains him, the intruder, a fragile, terrorised young man, declares himself innocent of murder and introduces himself. His name is John Hopley Neligan. He is the son of the banker Neligan, who disappeared at sea after being accused of stealing bank securities while he earned a profit from them in Norway. John Hopley recently learnt that some of these securities, a list of which his father had given him – this is the notebook that the lieutenant found -, have just been resold by Peter Carey. He therefore went to the hut in search of clues. But the notebook points to him and he is handed over to the police. 

			Holmes, however, does not believe that such a weak young man could have handled a harpoon. On returning to London, he searches the list of former crew members of Carey’s harpooning boat for somebody whose initials would be P.C. because the tobacco pouch cannot belong to Carey, as no pipe was found in the hut. He finds one, Patrick Cairnes, whom he summons to his house. Cornered by Holmes, he confesses to the murder, which followed a fight with Carey and tells the whole story: during a trip to sea, Carey’s boat had taken in a shipwrecked man, Neligan, that the captain killed to seize his crate, which contained the bank securities. Cairnes had then spent years searching for Casey who disappeared after arriving back on land, to sell him his silence about Neligan’s death. But the discussion between the two men went downhill. John Hopley Neligan is freed shortly after. 

			The Adventure of the Priory School

			Dr Huxtable, headmaster of the Priory School in Mackleton, in the north of England, comes to London to beg Holmes to come with him to investigate the abduction of the Duke of Holdernesse’s only son, a student of the renowned school. The young boy had disappeared from the establishment some days earlier, as well as a teacher, on a bicycle.

			Holmes and Watson go to the school and stay there. They question the duke and his secretary, James. Holdernesse tells them that the child may have gone to meet his mother in the South of France. 

			The detective finds his bicycle and the dead, bloody body of the teacher in the moor. But he notices traces of a second bicycle in the soil and the prints of newly-shod horses. Holmes and Watson then return to the inn to eat dinner and notice that the establishment’s horses are shod in the same way. On the return journey, the notice in the distance the duke’s secretary who returns to the inn by bicycle. Retracing their steps, they note that the bicycle’s tyres correspond with the tracks found that morning at the murder scene. 

			The following day, Holmes and Watson visit the duke. Holmes states that they know where the child is and blows the whistle on James. The duke, aware

			The Adventure of the Dying Detective
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