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“Original Christianity” is the teaching of both Jesus of
Nazareth and his Apostle Saint Thomas in India. But although it was new to the
Mediterranean world, it was really the classical, traditional teachings of the
ancient rishis of India that even today comprise Sanatana Dharma, the Eternal
Dharma, that goes far beyond religion into actual realization through the practice of yoga. See Appendix Two: The Yoga of the Nath Yogis and Jesus.) The material in this
book will reveal that this statement is simple fact without exaggeration.


Jesus and the Apostle Thomas taught nothing new in either Israel
or India. Their religion was identical with that which Jesus studied in India,
that which is found in the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita and other fundamental
scriptures and spiritual writings of India. Jesus and Saint Thomas taught
nothing but Sanatana Dharma. The deformed entity known today as “Christianity”
is a corruption and betrayal of their actual teachings. Jesus learned his
wisdom from the sages of India and so must those who would follow him.


I am not the originator of this idea. In 1920 Swami (later
Paramhansa) Yogananda came to America to speak at a religious conference in
Boston, Massachusetts. In his discourse at that conference he announced that he
would be remaining in America and giving weekly classes of one and a half hours
in length: the first half hour would be on the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita,
the second on the teachings of the Gospels, and the third on the fundamental
unity of the two. For thirty-two years he held to this approach. Today many
people in East and West carry on that vision. I am just one of them.


Paramhansa Yogananda was continually denounced by Christians
as a Hindu missionary trying to fool Christians into converting to Hinduism,
and denounced by Hindus as a Christian missionary trying to fool Hindus into
converting to Christianity. He was, of course, simply presenting the truth,
historically and philosophically. This book is an attempt to do the same. Those
who would follow Christ in all honesty will eventually find themselves
following him to India.

 

Note: I wish to apologize that many quotations in
this book have no attribution. Much of the material presented in the sections
“The Christ of India” and “The Apostle of India” was gathered from books which
I found in both North and South India, printed by the Indian Society For The
Propagation of Christian Knowledge, the Roman Catholic Church and the Saint
Thomas Church. I put it all in typewritten form just for my personal use
without noting where it came from, not foreseeing the very real need for
complete documentation in case one day I might want to print some or all of it.
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Essene roots of Jesus


At the time of Jesus there were two major currents or sects
within Judaism: the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The Pharisees were extremely
concerned with strict external observance of their interpretation of the Mosaic
Law, ritual worship and theology. The Sadducees, on the other hand, were very little
concerned with any of these things and tended toward a kind of genteel agnosticism.
Today these two groups might be compared with the Orthodox and the Reformed
branches of Judaism respectively.


There was a third sect which both was and was not part of
Judaism. They were the Essenes, whose very name means “the Outsiders.” “Essene”
is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Chitsonim, “the outsiders.” Since
Philo and other Jewish historians used “Essene” in writing about them, that has
become the common usage. Whether they chose this name for themselves or whether
it was applied to them by the disdainful Pharisees and Sadducees is not known.
But that they were incongruent (even incompatible) to the normal life of Israel
at that time is certainly known.


Jesus of Nazareth was an Essene, as were most of his followers,
including the twelve Apostles (some of whom were his cousins). Many elements
distinguished and even separated the Essenes from the rest of Israel.


Their claims about their very existence was certainly a controversial
matter. For the Essenes averred that Moses had created them as a secret
fraternity within Judaism, with Aaron and his descendants at their head. The
prophet Jeremiah was a Master of the Essenes, and it was in his lifetime that
they ceased to be a secret society and became a public entity. From that time
many of the Essenes began living in communities. Isaiah and Saint John the
Baptist were also Masters of the Essenes.


Their purpose was to follow a totally esoteric religious
philosophy and practice that was derived from the Egyptian Mysteries. As the
grandson of the Pharaoh, Moses had been an initiate of those mysteries and
destined to ultimately become the head of the Egyptian religion. It was common
in Egypt for the eldest son of the Pharaoh to inherit the throne, and the next
eldest son to be made the head of the Egyptian religion. Although Moses was the
only son of the Pharaoh’s daughter, he was adopted and his bloodline was not
known. For this reason he could not be Pharaoh, but he could be put into the
position usually given to the second son. The Egyptian Mysteries were
themselves derived from the religion of India, as was openly admitted when
Apollonius of Tyana publicly debated the officials of the Egyptian religion who
censured him for having studied in India and brought those teachings back to
the Mediterranean world.


Because of this, the Essenes had always maintained some form of
contact and interchange with India–a fact that galled their fellow Israelites.
Regarding this, Alfred Edersheim, in his nineteenth century classic, The
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, wrote: “Their fundamental tendency was
quite other than that of Pharisaism, and strongly tinged with Eastern
elements.”


The reality of this contact with India is shown in the Zohar
(2:188a-b), a compilation of ancient Jewish mystical traditions and the major
text of the Jewish Kabbalah. It contains the following incident regarding the
knowledge of an illumined rabbi concerning the religion of India and the Vedic
religious rite known as the sandhya, which is an offering of prayers at dawn
and sunset for enlightenment.


“Rabbi Yose and Rabbi Hiyya were walking on the road. While
they were walking, night fell; they sat down. While they were sitting, morning
began to shine; they rose and walked on. Rabbi Hiyya said, ‘See, the face of
the East, how it shines! Now all the children of the East [in India], who dwell
in the mountains of light [the Himalayas], are bowing down to this light, which
shines on behalf of the sun before it comes forth, and they are worshipping
it.… Now you might say: ‘This worship is in vain!’ but since ancient,
primordial days they have discovered wisdom through it.”


Their contact and interchange with Indian religion–Brahminical
practices in particular–were manifested in several ways among the Essenes:


1. They practiced strict non-violence.


2. They were absolute vegetarians and would not
touch alcohol in any form. Nor would they eat any food cooked by a non-Essene.
Edersheim says: “Its adherents would have perished of hunger rather than join
in the meals of the outside world.”


3. They refused to wear anything of animal origin,
such as leather or wool, usually making their clothes of linen.


4. They rejected animal sacrifice, insisting that the
Torah had not originally ordered animal sacrifice, but that its text had been
corrupted in regard to that and many other practices as well. Their assertion
was certainly corroborated by passages in the scriptures such as: “Will I eat
the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” (Psalms 50:13). “To what
purpose [is] the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord:… I
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats” (Isaiah
1:11). “For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I
brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or
sacrifices” (Jeremiah 7:22). The quotations from Isaiah and Jeremiah are
particularly relevant since they were themselves Masters of the Essenes.


It was the Essenes’ contention that the “animals”
originally offered in sacrifice were symbolic effigies of animals that
represented the particular failing or fault from which the offerer wished to be
freed. Appollonius of Tyana taught this same thing in relation to the ancient
Greek sacrifices, and urged a return to that form. Long before that, in India
dough effigies were offered in “sacrifice.” (See page 42 of Ganesha, by
Chitralekha Singh and Prem Nath, published by Crest Publishing House of New
Delhi.) In the Essene practice, each person molded the effigies himself while
praying and concentrating deeply on the traits he wished to have corrected,
feeling that they were being transferred into the image. The effigies were made
of five substances: powdered frankincense, flour, water, olive oil, and salt.
When these had dried, they were taken to their tabernacle whose altar was a
metal structure with a grating over the top and hot coals within. The effigies
were laid upon this grating and burnt by the intense heat. As they burned,
through the force of the heat the olive oil and frankincense liquefied and
boiled or seeped up onto the surface of the figure. This fragrant liquid was called “the blood” of the
sacrifice. The Essenes contended that it was this liquid with which Moses
consecrated the tabernacle, its equipment, and the priests (Exodus 24:6,8), not
animal blood. And it was just such a “lamb” whose “blood” was sprinkled on the
doorposts in Egypt (Exodus 12:7).


For the Passover observance, the Essenes would bake a
lamb effigy using the same ingredients, except for the frankincense they would
substitute honey and cinnamon. (Or, lacking honey, they would use a kind of
raisin syrup.) This was the only paschal lamb acceptable to them–and therefore
to Jesus and his Apostles.


Consequently, the Essenes refused to worship in Jerusalem,
but maintained their own tent-tabernacle on Mount Carmel made according to the
original directions given to Moses on Mount Sinai. They considered the
Jerusalem temple unacceptable because it was a stone structure built according
in Greco-Roman style rather than the simple
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