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I get off the bus having reached the city. Its early evening and I’m going on a blind date with a guy called, Lenny. I know nothing about him and if I’m being honest, I don’t really want to go on the date. My best friend Lucy kind of pushed me into it. She was very persuasive, saying that it was about time I got myself a date considering I’m twenty-one and still single. But I don’t know what I want and the thought of meeting a complete stranger makes me nervous. I don’t even know what he looks like. He could be really old – arrogant or even stink. I don’t know, but as I walk along the busy street, I’m seriously thinking of pulling out. But my best friend will be mad if I don’t through with it considering she arranged it all. I guess I just have to trust her. Surely, she wouldn’t set me up with some freak. We’ve been best friends for five years. Lucy knows me well and I know her well too. But does she really have a clue when it comes to guys worth dating. Lucy has only ever dated woman.

I turn onto another street. I’m not far from the bar where this mysterious date is going to take place. My nerves are at an all time high now as I think of all the negatives surrounding this blind date. With my best friend only into woman, how can she possibly know the right guy for me? But can I talk? My last date was two years ago, and the guy was a pig.

I stop dead in my tracks. The urge to turn back and hop on a bus home is strong. Maybe I should call Lucy. Tell her straight that I’m not feeling it and I’m going home? She’d be mad for a bit, but I know that would soon pass. We never really fall out. We’re very close.

I reach for my phone but then have second thoughts. Lucy is only trying to help me out. It would look bad if I didn’t make some effort.

I put my phone back into my bag and take a deep breath. I’ll go on the date. I can always leave if it turns out to be the worst mistake ever.

I check the time and realize I’ve only got a few minutes to arrive on time. I pick up pace and carry on down the street. I can see the bar across the road. Its neon sign twinkles in the setting sun. As I get closer, I can see that the bar is part of a hotel chain. It looks nice so at least Lucy got the venue right. Crossing the road I can feel my heart racing. I stop and check my reflection in a store window. I think I look good in my new summer dress. Not too conservative and not too cheap. 

Happy with my appearance, I face the bar and whisper, “Here goes.”

Pushing open the door, I step into the bar and glance around. I have no idea who I’m looking for and so head to a small table that overlooks the street outside. I pick up the drink’s menu and peer over the top of it. There are two couples having a quiet drink together, one old guy propped up at the bar and an elderly lady who looks like she’s had one too many glasses of red wine. 

“I guess my date hasn’t arrived yet,” I mutter, feeling somewhat relieved. Maybe he wont show at all. Perhaps he was just as nervous as me and has pulled out. 

I take my phone out and message Lucy. I tell her that there’s no sign of my date. She can’t blame me then when this blind date never happens. I order a glass of wine and decide that if Lenny doesn’t arrive by the time I’ve finished then I’m out of here. 

Just as I take a sip of my drink, one of the waiters approaches my table and hands me an envelope.

“What’s this?” I ask, feeling confused.

“I was asked to give you this...you are Sally, aren’t you?” says the waiter. 

“I am...but who gave you this?” I ask beginning to open
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