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​Introduction
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These days, I can skim through a grant announcement and, within a few minutes, determine whether it is worth applying for. Although it took me a while to develop this skill, it now feels like second nature. 

As the founder of Grants For Creators, my team and I dedicate countless hours to uncovering grants. In 2022, we uncovered 648 funding opportunities, and in 2023, we identified 1,048 grants, proving there’s no shortage of awards available for creatives and small business owners. 

During a recent workshop I hosted, an attendee shared with me how they’ve been sitting on the sidelines for months, contemplating applying for grants. While they saw several funding opportunities that piqued their interest, they hesitated. Why? 

Firstly, they weren’t sure which funding opportunities to pursue, and secondly, they worried about wasting time on irrelevant awards—all legitimate concerns. 

This brings us to an important question: How do you decide whether or not to apply for a grant? 

Deciding which grants to apply to can be overwhelming, especially if you do not have a process to rule out irrelevant awards. But once you have a clear process, it can be a huge relief, guiding you through the decision-making process. 

A lot of creatives are ruling out perfect-fit grants they probably should pursue. Others are not being picky enough; they apply to everything under the sun, hoping the spray-and-pray approach will work in their favor. By posing nine questions, you can confidently discern which grants are worth your time and which ones to skip. 

Feel more confident knowing your time and effort pursuing grants will not be in vain. Put your best foot forward as you strategically select promising awards that closely align with your goals and will likely yield the best outcomes: funds to support your work. 

Let this guide help you identify perfectly-suited funding opportunities every time, increasing your chances of winning the prize. 

Instructions: Answering “Yes” to all the questions below indicates you should apply for a grant.

However, if you answer “No,” even to one question, there’s a disconnect, so I recommend moving on to the next award. There is no need to debate it; skip it. Better-fit opportunities are around the corner. 

Let’s review the nine questions to ask before applying for grants. 
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​Chapter 1: Am I Eligible? 
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Every grant has eligibility criteria that spell out what they want to fund and who should apply. Review application guidelines thoroughly to ensure you meet every single eligibility requirement. 

Often, eligibility will include factors like: 

●  Age 

●  Gender 

●  Racial identity and % of ownership 

●  Location (country, state, city, town, or region) 

●  Length of experience 

●  Income threshold 

●  Nonprofit status 

If you do not meet the eligibility requirement, this is an automatic NO. Stop here. 

Do not ask any other questions. If you continue, your application will be thrown out.

Confirming eligibility is a formality and a crucial step in the grant application process. You should do this by carefully reviewing the grant guidelines, frequently asked questions, and terms and conditions, if applicable. 

Some funders may even have you take an eligibility quiz. If successful, you’ll be prompted to complete the application. 

Attending a funder-led webinar may be another way to learn more about the opportunity and how to position your application. You can gain valuable insights and inspiration to improve your application. 

If you are unsure about eligibility and the funder shares their contact information, send them a short, clarifying email. What you’ll notice, though, is that grants in the private sector (non-government entities) often do not list contact information, so you will have to make a judgment call. 
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​Chapter 2: Can I Meet the Guidelines?
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While grants are often viewed as “free money,” strings are usually attached, and conditions must be met. Grants are legally binding contracts, so when you apply for a grant and accept the funds, you agree to the funder's terms and conditions. 

Be on the lookout for requirements such as spending restrictions, attendance at events (in-person or virtual), matching funds, in-kind contributions, fiscal sponsors, and reporting requirements (written or financial). Can you fully commit to what is being asked of you? 

Noncompliance may result in severe penalties, such as forfeiture of funds, repayment obligations, legal action, or damage to your reputation. 

Before applying for any grant, always read the guidelines carefully. If the guidelines are unclear, contact the funder whenever possible. 
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​Chapter 3: How Many Questions Are in the Grant Application?  
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From preparation to submission, applying for grants can be time-consuming and labor-intensive. Understanding the length of an application will help you determine how much time you should dedicate to crafting your responses. 

Scan the grant application to determine 1) how many questions are listed and 2) based on the type of questions, estimate how long the application will take to complete.

As a rule, always anticipate an additional hour or two on top of your estimated time. The grant writing process is time-intensive, especially for less-experienced grant seekers. 

Block off time on your calendar to work on the grant application. Dedicate an entire session to grant writing or break the task into shorter sessions. 

I have found it helpful to break down my grant writing process into two sessions. In the first session, I brainstorm and outline my response. Here, my goal is to put words on paper. The following session, usually a few days later, is about refining my responses. 

Please do not underestimate how long it will take to apply for a grant. When in doubt, give yourself more time. 
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