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Now That Homeschooling Is Legal and Safe …

Question 1.   Can I teach my own children if I don’t have any teacher training?

Question 2.   I know that homeschooling is now legal in every state, but doesn’t each state have its own requirements? Do some states allow more educational freedom than others?

Question 3.   How do I find out what is legally required of homeschoolers in my state?

Question 4.   Since I don’t have much experience dealing and communicating with school administrators, what’s the best way to approach them about homeschooling?

Question 5.   Am I required to teach the same curriculum as the local public school?

Question 6.   I’ve heard some families purchase legal insurance in case of future problems. How many families do this, and is this necessary?

Question 7.   Why should I homeschool my children when I’m paying taxes for the same public schools I attended?
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Homeschool May Be Cheaper Than You Think

Question 8.   How much does it cost each year to homeschool?

Question 9.   If I homeschool, can I continue to work and earn the income we need? How can a homeschooling family survive on one income in a two-income society?

Question 10.  Even if we can manage to live on one income, how can I keep the cost of homeschooling to a minimum?

Question 11.  With all the talk about the possibility of vouchers for education, can I wait and then use this money for homeschooling?
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Can Homeschooling Fit Your Life Situation?

Question 12. Is home a better place than school for my child, who has been labeled a “gifted child”?

Question 13. Can my child, who’s been diagnosed with ADHD, succeed at home?

Question 14. I’d like to homeschool my child who has special needs. Is this possible?

Question 15. Should I do anything special for a child who is coming out of public school after years of attendance?

Question 16. My child has had discipline problems at school. Can homeschooling help?

Question 17. I’m a single parent. Isn’t it hard for single parents to homeschool?

Question 18. What is the homeschooling situation among ethnic and racial minority populations?

Question 19. My family has chosen to live a natural lifestyle. Are there enough educational opportunities available to homeschool in a rural area?

Question 20. What are the pros and cons of homeschooling for my military family?

Question 21. Is homeschooling an all-or-nothing situation, or can I homeschool one child while the other is enrolled in school?

Question 22. Can my child combine school attendance with homeschooling, picking and choosing what to learn where?

Question 23. If our circumstances change, by choice or otherwise, are there any problems when a homeschooled child returns to school?

Question 24. Is there an ideal situation for homeschooling?

Question 25. Our family wants to take advantage of homeschooling’s flexibility and do some traveling. What are the pros and cons?
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Rest in Peace, Fears About Socialization

Question 26. How can my children meet other children and find friends if they don’t go to school?

Question 27. But what about the prom?

Question 28. I’ve always considered public schools the place where children learn how to get along with each other. How do you compensate for this at home?

Question 29. Without siblings in the house, how does my only child learn social skills as we homeschool?

Question 30. Have there been any studies about how homeschooling affects a child’s ability to get along with others and make the transition into the adult world?

Question 31. How can I be sure my child is growing socially without trained school personnel assessing this growth?
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“Educationese” You Can Understand

Question 32. The name John Holt comes up frequently in articles about homeschooling. What was his thinking about education when he began to encourage homeschooling?

Question 33. What does “unschooling” mean, and how is it different from homeschooling?

Question 34. What is “interest-initiated” learning, and how do I learn how to do this?

Question 35. A friend told me she finds out what her children are interested in learning about, then turns that into a unit study. Is this an effective way for children to learn?

Question 36. What is the Moore Formula approach to home education?

Question 37. My research has turned up so many different homeschooling styles that my head is spinning! What are the unique aspects of each?
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Okay, the Kids Are Home—Now What?

Question 38. What do you do all day?

Question 39. How do I develop a curriculum or plan of study?

Question 40. Can I find a ready-made curriculum to get started in homeschooling?

Question 41. At what age do I have to start formal lessons with my children?

Question 42. How do I schedule and organize our days?

Question 43. Do I need to use textbooks?

Question 44. Where do I begin to find the resources and materials I need?

Question 45. Do I need to keep records? If so, how?

Question 46. Do I need to buy a computer? More important, do I need to know how to use the computer?

Question 47. Do I have to stay home all day with my children?

Question 48. I hated (fill in a subject) in school. How can I possibly teach this subject to my child?

Question 49. Can others help me educate my child?

Question 50. I know homeschoolers who only “work” in the morning. How can the homeschooled children possibly learn as much as children who go to school all day?

Question 51. Can my child participate in sports programs if we homeschool?

Question 52. How do I meet the educational needs of several children of different ages at the same time?

Question 53. How do I ensure my children are motivated to learn at home?

[image: ]
It’s Effective! Assessing Your Child’s Growth

Question 54. Do I have to give my child tests?

Question 55. How do homeschooled children compare academically with traditionally schooled children?

Question 56. How can I do my own assessment of where my child stands academically in relation to her peers?

Question 57. How can I tell if my children are learning what’s important?
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You Mean I Don’t Need to Know Algebra?! The Teen Years

Question 58. Is homeschooling a teenager different than homeschooling an elementary school-aged child?

Question 59. How will my child learn the “tough” subjects, like algebra and chemistry, if I don’t understand them?

Question 60. Will my child get a high school diploma?

Question 61. Will my child ever be able to get into college if we homeschool, or receive financial aid or scholarships for college?

Question 62. What happens when my child graduates, doesn’t have a diploma, and wants to get a job?

Question 63. Should my child go to community college while still high school aged?

Question 64. How can my child find an apprenticeship opportunity?

[image: ]
Kids Say the Darnedest Things—About Homeschooling

Question 65. On a day when you are doing things you like to do, what is it that you’re doing and why do you like it?

Question 66. Who are the most important people in your life? Why? What do you consider the most important things you do? Why?

Question 67. What are some of the favorite books you’ve read over the years, and why are they your favorites?

Question 68. You’ve been homeschooling for three years after attending a parochial school. What are the major differences in these two learning experiences? Could you share a couple of your favorite activities since you started homeschooling?

Question 69. What do you see different about your life compared to the lives of friends who attend school that can be directly attributed to the homeschooling lifestyle?

Question 70. Could you share with us the evolution of your work in Shakespearean theater?

Question 71. You’re just finishing a third semester at Tisch School of the Arts at New York University. How are you feeling about the future? What are your immediate plans? What are your hopes for your next ten years?

Question 72. Now that you’re settled in at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, what are your thoughts on homeschooling as an educational choice?

Question 73. Looking back, what do you think are the most important things you’ve learned growing up with homeschooling?

Question 74. What would you suggest to a teen new to homeschooling about how to make the best of educational freedom?
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The Home in Homeschool

Question 75. How do I take care of housekeeping when the children are home all day?

Question 76. How do I handle relatives, friends, or neighbors who don’t think homeschooling is a good idea?

Question 77. If our religion is a main factor for choosing to homeschool, how can I find others who share my religious values?

Question 78. How can homeschooling contribute to encouraging our family values with our children?

Question 79. What is the father’s role in home education?
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Personally Speaking

Question 80. How do I know if I’m cut out for homeschooling?

Question 81. Where does one find the courage to pursue an education so different as homeschooling?

Question 82. Parents must get stressed out over homeschooling sometimes. How do I cope?

Question 83. How will my children develop their own world view if I’m teacher as well as parent?

Question 84. Does TV have a place in the homeschooler’s home?

Question 85. After homeschooling for several years, I’ve noticed a difference in my children. I want to share this difference with people; but, frankly, it’s hard to explain to other parents without risk of them feeling as if I’m criticizing their choice to have their children remain in public school. How do homeschoolers who want to share their discoveries overcome this very natural and understandable tendency?

Question 86. What about me? Will I be able to attend to my own needs and goals, and to my relationship with my spouse?
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Twenty-First Century Homeschooling

Question 87. So, just how many homeschoolers were there when the new millennium began?

Question 88. Politicians seem pretty serious in their push for accountability, particularly across-the-board, mandatory, standardized testing. How will this affect my child if she is homeschooling?

Question 89. What are “homeschool charter schools”?

Question 90. Can we take advantage of distance learning for homeschooling?

Question 91. Why are so many parents of children with special learning needs turning to homeschooling?

Question 92. With the proliferation of daytime curfews and growing attention to truancy, will my children and I be bothered as we use the world as our classroom?

Question 93. Help! I’m a victim of “homeschooling information overload”! Is there any way to get this under control?

Question 94. I’m noticing a lot of communication and media coverage about record numbers of homeschoolers reaching college attendance age. Has this resulted in any changes in how homeschooled applicants are received?
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Lifeboats: Final Inspiration

Question 95. All I ever read about in the newspaper is exceptional homeschooled kids doing exceptional things. Are there any normal homeschoolers?

Question 96. How can I find out where and when homeschooling conferences and curriculum fairs will be in my neighborhood?

Question 97. How do I find a homeschooling support group in my neighborhood? How do I start a support group?

Question 98. Is there anything today’s legislators can do to ensure this educational approach remains a choice for families in the future?

Question 99. Who are the homeschool experts?

Question 100. What lasting impact of homeschooling is evident in your grown children?

Question 101. What have homeschooling parents learned from this experience?



Appendix A. Resources: Terribly Incomplete, But More Than Enough to Get You Started

Appendix B. State-by-State Information: Homeschooling Requirements in the United States
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INTRODUCTION


Another letter arrived today:


Last September I was agonizing over the decision of whether or not to remove my two grade-school age children from public school. After reading your book, The Art of Education, I was inspired to give it a try. We’ve been homeschooling (unschooling, actually!) for almost four months and we all love it. I’ve seen great changes in my kids already—more creativity, curiosity, less stress. I … look at a lot of things differently now, including how we’re socialized by institutions. I have a feeling this is just the beginning of a very interesting journey! Thank you so much for your inspiration and information. It changed our lives.



This sentiment is echoing across our nation and, increasingly, around the world: Homeschooling changed our lives.

It seems to give a lot of credit to what nonpractitioners see as merely an odd educational choice. Could it be there’s something more to it than that?

Looking at homeschooling as an odd educational choice, or even as a valid educational choice, for that matter, places it in a very narrow context. This narrow context is unfortunate because it abruptly ends just where homeschooling begins. Considering homeschooling this way is like looking at someone’s finger as it points toward a beautiful sunset. You will better understand the letter writer’s enthusiasm when you look past the finger at this: Homeschooling is a grassroots educational alternative that originates with the seed of parental love and commitment and blossoms into a lush garden of personal empowerment for child and parent.

Herein lies the secret of the success of homeschooling as a national movement and the personal success of homeschoolers. The life-changing personal empowerment that results is still a secret after all these years, even though home education gets lots of media coverage. It’s still a secret, even though just about everybody knows someone who homeschools these days. But it won’t be a secret after you read this book.

To read The Homeschooling Book of Answers is to realize you can’t separate homeschooling from the person practicing it. Homeschooling moves beyond a way to learn toward a way to live. This way of living necessitates well-thought-out, free choices within the framework of complete responsibility. There likely is nothing else you could do with your family that can so profoundly impact who you and your children become.

Since you can’t separate homeschooling from the person doing it, this book gives you just that—more than four dozen people whose lives have been forever touched by this act. The Homeschooling Book of Answers reaps a bountiful harvest of personal empowerment. Collected for your easy reference is wisdom from parents with over 400 years of homeschooling experience. The dozen young contributors add more than another 100 years’ experience. Additional contributors who have not practiced homeschooling themselves, but who have spent decades researching, writing, and speaking about it, lend their respected voices as well.

Be forewarned. These are voices that frankly express strong opinions. You won’t agree with everyone; some may even make you grit your teeth. Hopefully, they’ll all help you think—about what we as a society call education and what we do to our children in the name of that education. Hopefully, they’ll all help you feel—what education can really be and what it’s like to experience the promise of educational freedom fulfilled.

Who Should Read The Homeschooling Book of Answers?

Both the questions and respondents for The Homeschooling Book of Answers were carefully chosen to provide you with candid, informative, and entertaining answers to important questions about homeschooling. The questions cover the wide-ranging interests of those who repeatedly ask them. This book will be most helpful to:


	Parents who are considering or new to homeschooling


	Current homeschoolers looking for the ideas and inspiration usually found at homeschooling conferences


	Teachers, school board members, and school administrators


	Reporters, journalists, and political commentators


	Educational and social researchers


	Local, county, state, and national legislators




How to Use The Homeschooling Book of Answers

Please read the biographies first. Remember, you can’t separate homeschooling from the person doing it. Get to know the people; that’s what this book is all about. You’ll discover they’re very much like your neighbors, your friends, and your favorite aunt, just a lot more knowledgeable about how children learn, since they chose to accept complete responsibility for it. Before you read an answer, refer back to the biographies to see who wrote it. (Of course, if you have a photographic memory, you can skip this step.) Additionally, all contributors who listed contact information within their biographies are willing to be contacted for the legitimate needs of reporters, journalists, researchers, legislators, and so on.

Note the chapter titles. The titles reflect the broad topic areas into which the questions are divided. This way you can easily locate the topic you’re most interested in at any particular reading. A quick scan of the questions within that topic in the table of contents will lead you to your particular question.

I hope you’ll read all the answers to each question. This way you’ll have a much broader understanding of the answer, and also begin to understand how many people—geographically, economically, politically, culturally, and religiously diverse—all came to similar conclusions while walking what are oftentimes very dissimilar paths.

The homeschooling books mentioned or recommended throughout this book are all included in appendix A so you may easily find the titles in your bookstore or library.

Sit back, put up your feet, and relax! While the education of our nation’s youth is an important, serious issue, let these homeschoolers show you how to have your education and enjoy it, too!

The Bright Idea, or How The Homeschooling Book of Answers Came to Be

At the time I was in consultation with Prima Publishing acquisition editor Jamie Miller, I was in the midst of a summer spent speaking and giving workshops at homeschooling conferences. I met new friends and caught up with business and personal relationships with old friends, all of whom are some of the most interesting, educationally well-informed people I know. And I realized it was the collective energy and knowledge of all these people that made working at these conferences the enlightening, exciting, and personally rewarding experience it was. That’s when it hit: The Bright Idea.

Not everyone can get to these conferences, I thought. Certainly those who are merely considering the idea of home education don’t necessarily spend time to even search out a conference. Those with a professional interest in homeschooling often find themselves attending enough out-of-town conferences and events without adding more. Yet these are some of the people with the most important, most urgent questions about homeschooling, and the ones this collective energy and knowledge would most benefit.

So I proposed to Jamie The Bright Idea: a book of the most important and frequently asked questions about homeschooling answered by a few dozen or so of the most dedicated, most practiced, most knowledgeable, most commonsensical voices on homeschooling. Soon, the same mind that got The Bright Idea began spinning with the practical aspects of such a project. Did I just tell an editor I could get three dozen people, three dozen extremely active, busy people, to contribute to a book—without having asked any of them beforehand?

I told my husband what happened. “You must be crazy,” he said.

“They’ll do it,” I said. “I just know they will.” As I waited for acceptance of the idea, one day I hoped the publisher would like it and the next I hoped he would hate it and I wouldn’t have to put what I knew to the ultimate test. I mean, what if most of them said no?

“It’s a go,” Jamie told me by phone. The publisher liked the idea, was excited about it, in fact.

Gulp.

Time to finalize the list of potential contributors. Time to create an invitation to contributors. Time to formulate the list of perfect questions. Time to decide which questions should go to whom. Time to send The Bright Idea out into the homeschooling community and see if it had wings.

I snail-mailed a few invitations, faxed one, and e-mailed the rest. I held my breath. The day is etched in my heart and mind forever.

Within an hour I nervously opened a return e-mail message which read, “I’m honored. Of course I will help in any way I can. Thank you for asking. Good luck! Rebecca (Kochenderfer).”

Two hours after sending the fax, I read the reply: “Hi, Linda. OK. Where are the questions; I’m not here very often! Love, John [Gatto].” I had actually found John, a favorite of the talk circuit, at home in his New York City apartment.

Lillian Jones wrote from California a couple of hours later: “This is so exciting—a dream come true! There are lots of good books around, but I can’t point people to just one with certainty that they’re going to ‘get it.’ This sounds like the closest thing to that dream book! … So yes, yes—please deal me in. Wonderful idea! Thank you!”

The next few days were delightful as acceptances reached my computer via cyberspace. I could picture Deb Shell at the computer in her Vermont home responding, “This is such a timely project—so much of what you’ve said rings true; what’s been nagging me since the [Growing Without Schooling] conference in August is the feeling that many long-time homeschoolers have accrued so much experience, yet there hasn’t been an easily accessible means of communicating what we know. I embrace this project—yes, I would love to participate. Best regards, Deb.” Two of Deb’s daughters ultimately became contributors, too!

Did I forget to mention I asked these folks to contribute as the holiday season rapidly approached—and that I only gave them one month to complete their work?

“You can count me in!” wrote Janie Levine Hellyer from far-away Washington state. “Of course you just HAD to choose the busiest time of the year! Seriously, bring on the questions, and I’ll clear some time on my calendar to work on them.” My eyes—again—swelled with tears of gratitude.

“OK. You’re on!” came the answer from Michigan’s Clonlara School e-mail address. “But I give you fair warning that you will have to nudge me at least once, and possibly twice before I complete it. If you’re game, I am. Pat (Montgomery)” But Pat surprised herself and me by meeting the deadline, just like almost all the other contributors. (Don’t worry, gang, I’m not going to reveal any names here!)

Still others were sentimental about the project, like Katharine Houk. “The new book project sounds exciting,” she wrote, “and I would be very happy to be part of it. Now that we are coming out at the other end of homeschooling, it would be an excellent time for synthesis and reflection on what this grand adventure has been about.”

And then there was Donna Nichols-White. Not wanting any of the recipients to miss my e-mail message, I “shouted” the subject in all capital letters, in the fashion of the junk e-mail so many receive. “Good thing I noticed your screen name was ldobson,” she wrote. “I thought you were selling girlie mags or something. I almost deleted your e-mail. I most definitely am willing to contribute to this book. It sounds great!” You’ll soon be as glad as I was that Donna saved her invitation from a quick trip to the trash.

The responses from “the gang” were everything I’d hoped they would be—and more. As acceptances piled up, the scope of what we as a team were about to attempt began to sink in, and yet again I wondered if I’d bitten off more than I could chew. I made and hung huge wall charts containing both the questions and contributors’ names to ensure even distribution. I stuck dozens of index cards containing chapters and questions on the wall and constantly shuffled them around in search of the perfect order. Soon my makeshift office looked like a command post for … homeschool wisdom. After I gave the question distribution a tenth or twelfth “final” review, I scattered the questions across the United States and Canada.

You now hold the results in your hand: 500 collective years—half a millennium—of thoughts, observations, philosophies, tips, and personal stories that can lead you to the personal empowerment of homeschooling.

Thanks to this personal empowerment, growing numbers of children are today living and learning in the real world, donating time to community volunteer organizations, getting wooed by college admissions officers, and learning to get along with, enjoy, and appreciate people of all ages. The contributors have discovered that children growing free of the educational institution sprout up and learn naturally, following schedules suited to their unique interests and abilities.

Homeschooling brought learning, family life, values, and ideals of freedom into sharp focus for all of us. It allowed us to create this “dream” book. And, yes, homeschooling changed our lives. We hope this book and homeschooling can change yours, too.


Introduction to the Second Edition

2002. It’s been four years already? Well, thank goodness, much of what is best and brightest about homeschooling has remained the same. As a flexible educational approach, though, homeschooling continues to evolve, ever led to new and different challenges and opportunities. Its entrance into the twenty-first century proved no exception, so throughout the pages, courtesy of six wonderful new contributors, you’ll find updates addressing the most important issues, including an entirely new chapter that helps you think about current events exploding onto the educational landscape. You’ll find answers to new questions for your consideration, such as these: Do new cries for “accountability” affect homeschoolers? If you live in a town with a daytime curfew, how can you use the community as your classroom? There’s up-to-date information on the growing use of distance-learning tools, homeschool charter schools, the record number of homeschoolers entering colleges and universities, the increase in families homeschooling children with special needs, and more. Don’t forget to check out the important thoughts and resources collected in easy-to-read-and-use lists you’ll refer to again and again.

A plethora of homeschooling materials, a favorite of many readers, is not just revised but expanded.

But mostly, remember to enjoy what you’re doing as you put all this information to work for your family. Children are children but once; let homeschooling help build childhood memories that will last a lifetime.
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CHAPTER ONE

Now That Homeschooling Is Legal and Safe …

ONCE UPON a time, the most frequently asked question about homeschooling was, “Is that legal?” I always thought it a strange one. If I say I’m taking responsibility for my own children’s need for food, no one questions if that’s legal. If I say I’m taking responsibility for my children’s need to be healthy, again, no questions asked. In fact, I could be hauled off to jail if I didn’t take care of those responsibilities.

Since taking responsibility for my children’s need for education isn’t very different than taking care of their need for food and health, I find this turn-around interesting. When it comes to “which books they read” instead of “which vegetables they eat for dinner,” all of a sudden it’s a legal issue. Please allow this book to help you ponder the significance of this.

That the question, “Is that legal?” is not today included in a book of the most important and most often asked questions about homeschooling says a lot about the growth and acceptance of this educational phenomenon. Homeschooling’s legality is today a given, in many respects a tribute to the countless families who fought to maintain—or reclaim—parental responsibility for children’s education.

That something as personal as the art of education is tied to a series of legal hoops one must jump through in order to practice it is a fact worthy of deep— possibly life-altering—consideration, particularly to those who cherish the ideal of a free people living in a free country. That a question-and-answer book on homeschooling still needs a chapter on legal issues, and that those questions are important enough to be addressed in the first chapter of this book, says a lot about how much farther we have yet to go along the path toward assuming, instead of allowing, family responsibility for our own children.

I like to imagine a day when the art of education may be widely viewed as the private family affair it is, a day when those charged with the weighty task of educating future generations en masse let loose the reins they’ve held so tightly for the relatively brief, 150-year-long educational experiment known as public schooling.

Until that day, however, anyone contemplating homeschooling her own children; anyone who has a hand in running, regulating, or in any way supporting the business of schooling—indeed, anyone who would benefit from a microcosmic look at the effects of government influence in our personal lives—needs to know (1) what the hoops are and (2) the most effective way to jump through them. You are capable of grabbing those reins, allowing your children to move in a different direction more in keeping with your family’s values, dreams, and hopes.


When it comes to “which books they read” instead of “which vegetables they eat for dinner,” all of a sudden it’s a legal issue. Please allow this book to help you ponder the significance of this.



Why does a thirty-year veteran school teacher tell you you’re lucky if you don’t have teacher training before homeschooling your children? Would you like to know just what the legal requirements in your state are? And where to find the most accurate information about them? If you’ve always tiptoed gingerly about your school administrators, or have never had any dealings with them in the past, could you use a few tips on how to approach them? Can you stand to learn that they see your child much differently than you do? And that you can learn just as much if not more about your child’s education than they in a very brief time?

Now that homeschooling is legal and safe, welcome to what you need to know about remaining legal issues to fully understand which legal hoops are still real, and which have fallen by the wayside. After addressing these necessary evils, we’ll move on to the ideas directly relevant to truly educating children.

[image: ]
Can I teach my own children if I don’t have any teacher training?

BILLY AND NANCY GREER [image: ] Yes! In fact, teacher training can be a disadvantage in the home environment. Traditional teaching methods still tend to break up learning into several separate categories or subjects that are taught independently of each other. This may work well when groups of students are moved from class to class for each subject. In theory, this allows teachers to specialize in a particular subject so that the student gets a teacher with expertise in the subject. This is one of the key ideas in mass production—break a process into separate components and let a specialist handle each component.

In real life, there is no artificial segregation of subjects and there is often an amazing integration. Reading and writing are involved in every subject area; science involves history, foreign languages, math, art, and social studies. It is much more effective to integrate all of these items and treat them as part of a whole. In a home environment, it is easier to take this kind of approach. The payoff is that it is easier to relate what is learned to real life, and to make the material more interesting.

And guess what? Companies are finding that multidisciplinary team approaches work better than traditional mass production. When marketing, engineering, production, and finance work on a project simultaneously, the quantity and quality of work increase. The better and more innovative companies are already moving away from traditional mass-production models.

If you see that you have more freedom and flexibility to use techniques that would not be effective in a classroom setting, but are still worried about your own knowledge, just remember that your children are not limited to what you know. You do not teach your children; you help them learn. Coaches are not the best athletes. They help motivate, and provide resources and support.

    NED VARE [image: ] Teacher training—the kind of training given to public school teachers—is one of the main reasons for the failure of the schools in the first place. You are not expected to be a classroom teacher overseeing two dozen diverse strangers, anyway. Your job is to be a tutor, on a part-time basis only, for one or maybe a few of your own children—whom you know intimately. You are well qualified to do that; you’ve already been doing it for years. Children don’t need schooling; they want to learn, and they know how to do it. If they have questions, answer them. If you can’t answer them, find the answers together. The process is called life. It’s not separate from education.

    JOHN TAYLOR GATTO [image: ] Let me reverse that question. Can you teach your own children if you do have teacher training, did well in it, and believe its precepts of scientific pedagogy, its psychological principles of child development, its habits of time management, behavioral control, text selection, sequencing, assessment, and guidance? I don’t think so.

Teacher training is not about assisting a mind and character to develop according to the principles of its own internal genius. It is not about education at all, but about successful schooling, which is a much different thing. Schooling is a comprehensive indoctrination process, designed—by Plato, Hobbes, Rousseau, and others—to isolate children from their natural sources of personal power, which accrue from family identity and experience, self-discovery, freedom to experiment in a safe and familiar setting, early guidance in metaphysical speculation and participation (what we call religion), access to highly personalized and particularized text and experience matchings (what is called elsewhere in this guide “interest initiated” learning, knowledgeable mentors drawn from the ranks of the talented, not merely from the cohort of “certified” state agents), and much more.


Children don’t need schooling; they want to learn, and they know how to do it.



Isolation, followed by controlled abstractions of reality and controlled “simulation” games, a controlled diet of materials, a highly tense setting (even in the very best of schools) in which authorities are essential for protection—all this is the stuff of schooling. And you know that in your bones because you have been schooled yourself. This is the reason the science of schooling is called “pedagogy” and teachers (sometimes with a secret, innocent pride) hear themselves referred to as “pedagogues.”

The word has an ancient and very specific lineage. The paidagogos was a form of slave in ancient Greece who drilled children according to instructions issued by a master. He had no latitude, doing as he was told. What Comenius and Rousseau and Pestalozzi and Froebel— those wildly inappropriate saints of holistic/progressive schooling—all taught in the nineteenth century, which gave us mass forced schooling for the first time in human history, was how to do pedagogy efficiently. You study each child very closely, embed them in an unending context of undifferentiated “affection,” stifle their intellect aborning by parceling out the stuff of experience (the only reliable foundation of character) relentlessly, all the while wooing the little charges from home, tradition, church, culture, and so on, bit by bit.

Once the child is fatally narcotized, and that job is largely done by third grade, the real schoolmasters—whoever they may be—have in theory an empty child to fill, a plastic substance to mold. Sounds creepy, right? Aren’t you glad to have missed formal teacher training? The trouble is you didn’t miss informal teacher training, or you wouldn’t have asked this understandable but very dumb question!

Nature, God, common sense, history, or whatever other principle guides the best part of your intelligence should tell you that you are the only indispensable teacher your children need besides themselves. (Read Ben Franklin’s autobiography for inspiration.) You may believe that you can purchase someone else’s concern for your children through taxpayer-supported schooling or private-fee schooling, but then you may believe in the tooth fairy, too.

Don’t.

[image: ]
I know that homeschooling is now legal in every state, but doesn’t each state have its own requirements? Do some states allow more educational freedom than others?

DORIS HOHENSEE [image: ] Homeschooling laws vary tremendously from state to state. There are three basic categories for homeschooling laws: private school laws, equivalency laws, and home education laws.

The best situation is when home schools are legally recognized to be private schools. Intrusive regulations cannot be imposed upon private schools. Private schools have fought long and hard to protect their curricula from state censorship and to protect their teachers from certification requirements. Numerous court opinions stand in defense of the right of private schools to be free from state regulation. Homeschoolers are fortunate, indeed, if they live in Alabama, Alaska, California, Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Nebraska, Oklahoma, or Texas, all of which enjoy private school status.

Equivalency laws are those which exempt children from compulsory attendance laws if they are receiving “equivalent instruction” elsewhere. While these laws may vary somewhat from state to state, it’s difficult to define “equivalent” and the burden of proof is on the state. For the most part, these states have little by way of regulation, as the vagueness in the law works in favor of parents. Homeschoolers in Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and South Dakota have equivalency laws.

The most variable laws are the home education laws. Having been classified separately from the rest of the private school community, home education in many of these states is quite regulated. Though the requirements are enumerated, there is still considerable vagueness in these laws. However, many times the vagueness now works in favor of the state, not the parent. What’s more, there is little restriction on the amount of regulation that is possible should the legislature decide that more regulation is necessary. Homeschoolers need to be constantly vigilant lest their rights erode still further in these states.

The following states have home education laws: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan (has both private school status and home education laws), Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

    SUSAN AND LARRY KASEMAN [image: ] Yes to both questions. Education, including homeschooling, is governed basically by state laws rather than federal laws. Requirements vary widely. Some states have no explicit requirements. Some require that parents notify public school officials that they will be homeschooling. In some states, parents must submit curriculum plans; in others, periodic reports. Some states require testing. Some states require several of these.

However, homeschooling laws are not as hard and fast as may first appear. As homeschoolers, we can influence the amount of educational freedom we have. We have the right and responsibility to read and interpret laws. We know more about homeschooling than most officials and have incentive to find reasonable interpretations that support children and families. Determined homeschoolers have increased our freedom by devising inventive ways to comply with laws. For example, homeschoolers are often required to have a curriculum. However, people, including professional educators, do not agree about what specific curriculum is best. In fact, conventional schools keep changing their curricula. As homeschoolers, we can give the widest interpretation possible within the law and choose or develop an approach to learning that meets our family’s needs, whether this be a purchased curriculum, unit studies, or unschooling. (See Question 5.)

We can also refuse to comply with demands from officials that exceed their statutory authority, even though it is often tempting to just give officials what they request. For example, when we receive an official letter demanding more than the law requires, we may want to simply supply it and avoid any hassles. When school officials appear at our door, it may be tempting to give them as much material as we have in hopes that we will then be left alone. Or when filing required reports, it may seem like a good idea to include extra information to show school officials how well our children are doing or to educate them about homeschooling. However, in all these cases, doing more than the law requires sets precedents that may be difficult for us and other homeschoolers to follow in the future. It also increases the authority officials have over homeschoolers.

Standing firm in the face of excessive demands from officials requires a thorough knowledge of the law and constant vigilance. School officials often request more from homeschoolers than is required by law because they have inaccurate information about the law, or are convinced that homeschoolers need their expertise, or are trying to increase their power and authority. Fortunately, when homeschoolers challenge them with accurate information, officials generally back down.


Standing firm in the face of excessive demands from officials requires a thorough knowledge of the law and constant vigilance.



Informing other homeschoolers about the law is also important. Inclusive state-wide grassroots homeschooling organizations encourage homeschoolers to work together to protect everyone’s rights.

For more ideas about ways to increase and protect homeschooling freedoms, see Question 98.

For information on homeschooling requirements in a given state, contact homeschoolers who live there. (The National Home Education Network, Holt Associates, and Home Education Magazine provide lists of contacts. See the resources in appendix A.) Contacting school officials is not a good idea; they often have misleading or inaccurate information. Similarly, contacting lawyers outside the state, including homeschooling lawyers, often results in misleading information.

    CHRIS CARDIFF [image: ] Generally speaking, statutory homeschool states (that is, states with laws specifically defining and regulating homeschools) are much more restrictive than states that consider homeschools as private schools. Failure to comply with the restrictive regulations within statutory homeschool states results in parents forced to place their children in government schools. These restrictions usually take the form of:


	mandatory curriculum approval by government officials (school district superintendent) or their designate.


	mandatory testing, where permission to homeschool is contingent on the child scoring above a certain percentage.


	education requirements for the parents (college degree or high school diploma, depending on the state) before the state allows them to homeschool their children.




In contrast to the direct regulation of homeschools, states that treat homeschools as private schools have fewer restrictions. In California, for example, private schools are subject to the same general curriculum guidelines and attendance laws as government schools. However, there is no government oversight of these general statutes and, more importantly, none of the harsher restrictions found in those states where homeschooling is regulated directly.

Because of this increased relative educational freedom, you will find homeschoolers in these states actively working to preserve their status quo as private
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How do I find out what is legally required of homeschoolers in my state?
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Since I don’t have much experience dealing and communicating with school administrators, what’s the best way to approach them about homeschooling?
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Am I required to teach the same curriculum as the local public school?
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I’ve heard some families purchase legal insurance in case of future problems. How many families do this, and is this necessary?




	

	



	

	


	












[image: ]
Why should I homeschool my children when I’m paying taxes for the same public schools I attended?
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