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SPECIAL OFFER – FREE URBAN FANTASY

[image: ]A drought-ridden Arizona town hires a very special kind of rainmaker: A siren.

But when it comes time to pay for her services, Mayor Archer Bertrand has a change of heart. After all, the old races are legally non-people and can’t sign contracts.

That was just his first mistake.

This short story is set in the old races-inhabited world of Magorian & Jones, written by Taylen Carver. It is not commercially released, but provided free to readers and fans of the series.

 

Check the details once you have enjoyed Veilbound!
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ABOUT VEILBOUND

Where magic reigns, trust is the rarest power of all.

 

In the shadowed nexus of Aethryn, where magic saturates every stone and whispers in the winds, chaos is not merely a condition but a constant companion. Riva Thorn and Kellan Delacroix, two seasoned Veilwardens, must set aside a rivalry steeped in misunderstanding to undertake a perilous mission. When a child bearing a mysterious power crucial for the stability of their world is snatched into the depths of this twisted realm, the stakes are higher than ever.

Navigating a landscape that defies reality; where time flows unevenly and trees feed upon fear, requires more than skill; it demands trust and a new understanding. As the winter solstice thins the veil between worlds, Riva and Kellan discover that to save the child, they must not only confront the enigmatic Malachai but also the dark reflections of their own souls. Can they rewrite the destiny of two worlds, or will their own fears undo them?

This book is part of the portal fantasy series, The Veilwarden Chronicles by Taylen Carver:

0.5 Veilbound
1.0 After the Quieting

Also (only from Stories Rule Press):
Taylen Carver’s Super-Bundle

Contemporary Portal Fantasy 



 

PRAISE FOR VEILBOUND

As always, the worldbuilding by this author is outstanding, awesome (in all the best possible ways), and more than a little mind-boggling.

Very well written, captivating and full of fresh ideas about the interaction and dependence of two different worlds connected by chaos.

The story is absorbing and incredibly original; the characters are interesting and fully developed. 

What I love about Taylen’s writing is the deep morality without judgement at the core of her stories.

It is setting a stage that makes curious where this may lead. I can’t wait to read the new series.


It is a great read!

Lead in into a new series by one of my favourite authors



 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Taylen Carver writes fantasy shaped by deep history, high stakes, and the quiet power of found family. Her stories aren't bound by tropes—they’re rooted in myth, political undercurrents, and the kind of lived-in worldbuilding that makes the magic feel real. Whether it’s contemporary fantasy, dystopian saga, or something harder to name, Taylen’s work always delivers one thing: hope in the face of ruin.

A finalist for the Aurealis Award for best fantasy novella in 2023, Taylen is one of the pen names of award-winning author Tracy Cooper-Posey. With over 200 titles to her name, Tracy writes across romance, science fiction, and fantasy, always drawn to the echoes of long-forgotten truths.

She writes from Edmonton, Canada, fueled by Irish Breakfast tea, chocolate, and the kind of fiction that stays in your bones for years.
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STORIES RULE PRESS



1: RECKLESS, MEET NEATNESS

I KNEW THE MAN SPRAWLED in my porch rocker, snoring softly.  He wasn’t the last person I ever wanted to see because he wasn’t even on the list.

Kellan Delacroix, himself.  And I’d been hoping for a quiet solstice.

I considered creeping right past him and heading inside.  I climbed the steps onto the porch.  I was tired and stumbled, then thrust my foot out to stay upright, and that killed any chance of ignoring him.

He jerked awake and sat up, rubbing his eyes.  Green eyes, dark brown hair, soft stubble, white skin.  He was French Canadian, the gossips had explained to me at the last Veilwarden gathering, which had been in Montana this year.  Delacroix hadn’t been there, of course, even though everyone was expected to turn up.   He rarely bothered with Veilwarden business.

“You’re littering my porch,” I told him, and reached up to retrieve the key from the top of the front railing support post.

“You’ve been gone hours, Thorn,” he muttered.

“It was the solstice.  I was doing my job.  Why weren’t you doing yours?”

“I was.”  He got to his feet and winced.  His left arm stayed bent.  He held it stiffly against his side.

“Not sitting here, you weren’t.”  I unlocked my door.

“We’re in the middle of nowhere here,” Delacroix observed.  “You lock your door anyway?  I could have waited inside if you hadn’t.”

“Which explains why I lock my door.”  I went in and Delacroix followed me, even though I hadn’t specifically invited him.

“Whoa!” he exhaled, looking around.  “You like Christmas, don’t you?”

“People decorate at Christmas,” I said stiffly.  “It’s a thing.”

“Not like this.”  He belatedly shut the door.

While he was doing a slow 360, I unchocked the stove door and threw in a log.  While I fanned the coals, waiting for the wood to catch, I said, “Where is your car?”

“Not here,” he said, looking up.  “Is that an actual stuffed owl on the rafter?”

“Then how did you get here?” I demanded.  Then I remembered the anomaly.  “Helicopter,” I said.  “I heard it go over about an hour ago.”  I stared at him.  “You rented a helicopter?  From Edmonton?”

“I rented a jet,” he said shortly.  “The helicopter got me from the airport at Fort Chipewyan to here.”

I pummeled down my resentment and envy.  Delacroix’s portal was in the Edmonton river valley.  He’d built a winery and lounge bar around it and was the social hit of the city.  He had more than enough spare cash to…  “No, wait.”  I closed the stove and got to my feet.  “The solstice was eight hours ago.  Best practice says you’re supposed to monitor your portal for six hours before to six hours after the moment of the solstice.   It’s two hours by air to Fort Chipewyan.  There’s no way you can be here this fast.”  I glared at
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