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PREFACE


    A Synopsis of American History, now in its eighth edition, provides students with a brief introduction to a complex subject. Our object in writing this comparatively slender volume is not to reduce the amount that students read but to liberate them from the traditional oversize textbook so that they may pursue their own historical inquiries in primary sources and specialized accounts. By design, then, the Synopsis is concise but chronologically inclusive.


    This edition of a textbook first published nearly forty years ago emphasizes political history, which in our opinion affords the clearest organization of the nation’s past. Yet we have defined politics broadly, and have endeavored to link it to the larger environment in which it functioned. Thus, while our focus is generally political, we also analyze the social, cultural, economic, intellectual, and diplomatic currents that give added dimension to American history.


    In reducing a long and complicated story to a relatively few pages, we have found it neither possible nor desirable to avoid a point of view. While we have tried to be fair and judicious, we have not been reluctant to offer historical judgments. Appropriate reading in other books—the whole purpose of our synoptic approach—should enable students to accept or reject our interpretive statements. “For Further Reading” sections at the ends of chapters, though generally restricted to books that are readily available in college libraries, introduce students to the literature of each period. The sixteen essays called “Conflicting Historical Viewpoints” supplement the text and remind students of the subjectivity of the historians craft; the Viewpoints highlight enduring scholarly controversies and suggest the development of scholarly thought through the years. Other pedagogical aids include nineteen time charts, which give a chronological summary of political and other important events. Three photo essays cover the Republics early days, the Civil War and Reconstruction, and the Depression and New Deal era.


    We wish to thank the many colleagues who, in one edition or another, read all or parts of this book and made many valuable suggestions. We tried to follow their suggestions insofar as they were consistent with the philosophy of the book.


    In its first two editions, the Synopsis was the work of Charles Sellers and Henry May. Neil McMillen joined the enterprise in 1974 and, while he assumed responsibility for all revisions after that date, he shared coauthorship with Sellers and May in the third through the seventh editions. Although this book in many ways still bears their conceptual thumb prints, Sellers and May are no longer authors of record. Charles Bolton wrote the new material for the eighth edition.


    N. R. M.
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Beginnings, 1607–1700


    WHEN Christopher Columbus broke through the water barrier to the New World and became the first European to set foot on San Salvador, he opened a momentous chapter in the history of the Old World as well as the New. Already, a static and status-bound Europe was responding to new intellectual stirrings, growing trade, and competition among emerging nation-states in overseas exploration and commerce. The dramatic European discovery of the New World frontier accelerated these beginning currents of change into a 400-year revolution. The very knowledge of the existence of seemingly limitless space and resources in America set off a prolonged economic boom, quickened the spirit of enterprise, generated mounting pressures against the rigidities of the social order, and hastened Europe’s entrance into the modern world of individualism, capitalism, and liberal democracy.


    The development of America took place in the midst of this profoundly important transformation of the Atlantic world. The central characteristics of the emerging “modern” epoch, as the term is used here, were the increasing importance of individual autonomy and the growing faith that human beings could win secular salvation — wealth and “happiness” — through individual enterprise. By the nineteenth century, when modernity in this special sense reached its fullest development, this emphasis on the individual had given rise to the social philosophy known as liberalism. In its original meaning, liberalism was the conviction that the good of everyone would be served if all were left as free as possible to pursue their individual ends. In the economic sphere, liberal doctrines lent support to laissez-faire capitalism. In the political sphere, liberal doctrines encouraged a majoritarian democracy with some protection for the rights of minorities.


    EUROPE DISCOVERS THE NEW WORLD


    Although October 12, 1492 is the traditional date for the discovery of the Americas, Columbus was a relative latecomer to the New World. Many centuries before the Italian adventurer sailed west from Spain in search of trade routes to the Orient, Asian nomads entered the North American wilderness. The combined work of geologists, archeologists, and anthropologists suggests that this migration from the east was possible as early as the beginning of the Ice Age (perhaps 50,000 years ago). The mainstream of migration to the Americas, however, began some 11,000 years ago and continued for several centuries. Very likely these earliest discoverers traveled the “land bridge” across the Bering Strait; some may have entered the New World by crossing the Pacific Ocean to other points of entry. But however they came, the New World’s first settlers were dispersed in a relatively brief time throughout the western hemisphere, from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego.


    In our own millennium, the New World was rediscovered by eleventh-century Scandinavian sailors. Although the exploits of these colorful North-landers are also largely unknown, there is substantial evidence that Viking explorers sailed brightly painted, high-prowed ships from their settlements in Greenland to the North Atlantic coast of the Americas. About the year 1000, Leif Ericson led an expedition to “Vinland,” a location possibly near Cape Cod but more likely in Newfoundland. During the next 10 to 20 years — four centuries before the French “discoverer” Jacques Cartier gave the region its name — other Viking parties probably scouted the vast reaches of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. These tentative Viking probings, however, had no lasting impact on North America. Whatever settlements the Norse established quickly disappeared. Theirs was an apparently isolated adventure without direct implication for future explorations in the great age of discovery.


    Curiously it was Spain and not seafaring Portugal that was in the forefront of the bold exploration of the New World. Pioneers in the use of ships for trade and exploration, Portuguese mariners under the patronage of Henry the Navigator directed their swift, seaworthy caravels south along the coast of western Africa in search of gold and a passage to India. Some 25 years after Henry’s death and 5 years before Columbus’s first voyage to America, Bartholomeu Dias rounded the Cape of Good Hope. In 1498 Vasco da Gama reached India, and two years later India-bound Pedro Cabral was blown off course and happened upon the coast of Brazil. By that time, however, Spain had already seized the initiative in New World exploration. In fact Columbus, who had developed his considerable navigational skills in the service of the Portuguese, turned for the support of his first New World voyage to Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain only after being refused by the King of Portugal. Buoyed by the success of Columbus, the Spanish crown soon dispatched Vasco de Balboa, who discovered the Pacific (1513), and Ferdinand Magellan, whose expedition completed the first circumnavigation of the globe (1519–1522). By the early years of the sixteenth century, fully a century before the founding of the first permanent English colonies to the north, Spanish settlers occupied portions of Haiti, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Panama. Soon thereafter (1519–1521), the resourceful Hernando Cortés, in the name of the Spanish crown, subdued the Aztec empire of Montezuma to claim the vast treasure of Mexico. In the 1530s, Francisco Pizarro, following a nine-year seige, defeated the Incas to give Spain the even richer prize of Peru.


    Initially, when the explorations of Juan Ponce de Leon, Francisco Coronado, and Hernando de Soto uncovered no gold or silver, the Spanish showed little interest in the region north of Mexico. Yet by the time the French and English began planting their North American colonies, the Spanish had already staked out Florida and present-day New Mexico and Arizona. A century later Spain added Texas, and in the eighteenth century extended its missions and fortresses (presidios) to California. Always secondary to Peru and Mexico in the Spanish scheme of things, these northern outposts served largely as buffers against hostile Indians and rival European powers. As the coming years would prove, these settlements were the most vulnerable New World possessions of an Old World nation rapidly declining in power and wealth.


    The empire of New Spain in the south had its French and Dutch counterparts in the north with New France and New Netherland. Although the French and Dutch also sailed west in search of riches, they found it not in gold and silver but in fish and furs. Following the failed efforts of explorers Giovanni da Verrazano (1524), Jacques Cartier (1534), and Henry Hudson (1609), both nations abandoned their hope of a short cut to China and turned early in the seventeenth century to the less spectacular enterprise of colony building. In 1655 New Netherland managed to absorb a tiny Swedish outpost (New Sweden) along the Delaware River, but the colony soon became New York when the Dutch lost out to their commercial and colonial rivals, the English. The French proved more tenacious, but they too were to be driven from the continent in the eighteenth century.


    The English also looked westward for a water route to the East. From the fifteenth-century voyages of John Cabot and John Rut to the eighteenth-century adventures of James Cook and Alexander Mackenzie, Britain searched for the elusive Northwest Passage. Failing here, the English became colonizers. Oddly, the area they eventually exploited was the last major segment of the New World frontier to attract Europeans. In the sixteenth century, while the Portuguese concentrated on Brazil, the Spanish on Central and South America, and the French on Canada, most of the intervening expanse of temperate and fertile country lay untouched while England slowly readied herself for overseas expansion.


    English colonization in American differed in character and consequences from that of other European nations. England was closer to having a tradition of individual rights and social mobility, and the English exhibited earlier and more fully that spirit of individual enterprise that was to be a major force in the modernization of the European world. Henry VII and Henry VIII had destroyed the power of the feudal nobility, already weakened by the War of the Roses, and had established a strong centralized state. In so doing, the Tudor monarchs had encouraged the growth of the business middle classes, the merchants and entrepreneurs who were to be major agents of the modernizing process. Moreover, Henry VIII had welcomed the Protestant Reformation in England, and Protestant theology, with its spiritual individualism, reinforced the individualistic, enterprising spirit of English middle-class life. All of these influences culminated in a burst of national vigor and creativity in the late sixteenth century under the last of the Tudors, Elizabeth I. It was at this point that the English turned their eyes toward the New World.


    A second crucial difference between England and the other major colonizing nations was that England entered into her colonizing ventures as a poor country. Though the Elizabethans dared to challenge the might of Catholic Spain, they were only on the threshold of holding major-power status, and the Queen’s treasury had insufficient funds to support the New World ventures that seemed vital to England’s grand strategic design. Private enterprise had to be enlisted, and the English responded to this national purpose with a mixture of patriotism, Protestant religious zeal, thirst for adventure, and greed.


    Sir Humphrey Gilbert, one of the first individual colonizers, died in his effort to found a colony in Newfoundland in 1583. Gilbert’s half-brother Sir Walter Raleigh then took up the task of establishing a colony in America. In 1585, he sent 108 male colonists, who landed on heavily wooded Roanoke Island in present-day North Carolina. They were unsuccessful in their search for gold and a route to the Pacific Ocean; instead, they encountered hostile Indians and experienced food shortages. Coming upon the colony during his explorations, Sir Francis Drake, the first Englishman to sail around the world, returned them to England the following year. Another group, composed of 117 men, women, and children, was sent out in 1587. Under circumstances that still remain a mystery, they had all disappeared from Roanoke when a supply ship arrived in 1591. These failures demonstrated that a colonizing venture was beyond the financial capacity of any one individual. The polished and daring Raleigh, a favorite of Queen Elizabeth, solved this problem by organizing a syndicate of London merchants, a profit-seeking “joint-stock company,” to finance his second colonial venture in Virginia. The joint-stock device, forerunner of the modern corporation, dated back to the time of Henry VIII when English merchants had pooled their capital and shared the risks of trade with Russia by buying shares in the “stock” or capital of the self-governing Muscovy Company. Applied to America, this device not only made English colonization possible, but insured that it would be carried out under the direction of private entrepreneurs seeking private profits as well as national ends.


    The private entrepreneurial aspect of English colonization and the individualistic character of English society interacted with the New World environment to produce important consequences. Everywhere in the New World, the absence of established institutions left people free to build new social orders, and abundant natural resources afforded a field for enterprise that led English Americans toward individualism and modernity.


    The ready source of gold and silver that the Spanish found in their America reinforced the authoritarian social structure they had brought with them. The fur trade played a like role in French America. The English colonizers at first also sought gold or a northwest passage that would open to them the Pacific and the riches of the fabled Orient. They, too, attempted to impose on their colonies a rigid form of social organization designed to promote corporate rather than individual ends. But the English New World, the temperate zone of North America, yielded no ready riches. Instead, it proved superbly fitted for the humbler pursuits of farming, fishing, and trade, tasks better adapted to individual than corporate enterprise.


    Paradoxically, the English colonies flourished because they failed in their original corporate aims and thus left fields of enterprise open for individual English colonists. It was under these circumstances that English America surged into the forefront of the Atlantic world’s drift toward modernity. This movement, with interesting variations, can be seen in the two colonial societies established in the first half of the seventeenth century, one on Chesapeake Bay and the other in New England.


    THE CHESAPEAKE COLONIES: VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND


    Following Queen Elizabeth’s death in 1603, her successor, James I, made peace with Spain, thus freeing English human and economic resources for overseas ventures. Although this text focuses on the region destined to become the United States, England’s seventeenth-century imperial reach was global; it stretched west from Ireland to Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, southward to Bermuda, and eastward to the subcontinent of India. It was to the west in the New World in 1606 that King James issued charters to two joint-stock companies to colonize the land that Raleigh had named Virginia in honor of the virgin Queen Elizabeth. The more important of the two Virginia companies, with headquarters at London, promptly sent out an expedition of 144 people aboard the Sarah Constant, the Goodspeed, and the Discovery. They reached Chesapeake Bay in April 1607 after an arduous voyage of four months. The 105 surviving English men and boys proceeded up a great river, which they named for King James, and founded Jamestown on a marshy peninsula — the first permanent English settlement in North America.


    Hunger, hostile natives, and malaria took many lives in the early years before the settlers learned to cope with their alien and densely forested environment. All but 38 of the first arrivals died in the first year. Although the colony’s numbers were replenished in 1609, out of some 500 inhabitants just 60 survived the “starving time,” the fearsome winter of 1609–1610. Only the arrival of 300 reinforcements with a new governor, Lord De la Warr, persuaded the dispirited remnant not to abandon Jamestown and return to England.


    Much of the settlement’s early difficulties can be traced to the Englishmen’s inexperience with farming and the unrealistic commerical aims of the enterprise itself. The colonists were eager to find instant riches in gold and silver, or a northwest passage to the Pacific. Many of them were gentlemen unaccustomed to physical labor and slow to do the mundane agricultural work necessary for survival. Placed under great pressure to produce profits for investors, initially the settlers planted few crops and failed to prepare for life in the wilderness. Those who lived through the first difficult winters did so because of the Indians of the Powhatan Confederation, from whom the English learned much New World lore, and with whom they exchanged knives and hatchets for corn.


    Gradually, as both settlers and investors recognized that the area held no undiscovered short-cuts to the Orient and no quick profits from precious minerals, the policies of the Virginia Company shifted to develop trade. To make the colony more attractive to immigrants, the famous “headright” system was inaugurated in 1618. Under it, 50 acres were awarded to any individual who paid for the transportation of a settler who would agree to cultivate the land and pay an annual quitrent (or tax payable to a superior) of one shilling to the company. Although the system proved more beneficial to speculators who bought the land claims of settlers than to the settlers themselves, it did stimulate immigration. Toward the same end, the early “cruell lawes,” which imposed a rigid military discipline on the colonists, were replaced by the “free lawes” of England. The settlers were also permitted to send delegates to the House of Burgesses, (Virginia Assembly); in 1619, as the first representative body in the New World, the Virginia Assembly organized itself on the model of the English House of Commons and claimed the right of local self-government.


    The shift in company policy was a graceful adaptation to social fact: the fortunes of the colony were increasing only as people found opportunity to pursue their individual ends rather than the corporate ends of the company. John Rolfe, best known as the Virginian who helped gain peace with the Indians by marrying Pocahontas, daughter of the local chieftain, made a greater contribution to Virginia by developing, around 1613, a strain of Indian weed tobacco that achieved instant popularity in England. As the craze for tobacco in England created a flourishing market and high prices, Virginians poured all their energies into growing tobacco for individual profit, and company enterprises were left to languish.


    The company made one final effort to recruit immigrants to staff its corporate enterprises, but the cost of promotion was too great, and the lure of tobacco quickly drew the new workers away. The company fell into factional bickering, and in 1622, after the death of Pocahontas’s father, a new and more bellicose chieftain led the Indians in a massacre of the English farmers along the James River. About one-third of the settlers (347) were killed, and the devastation came up to the gates of Jamestown. The disaster, followed by bloody reprisals and a crop failure, so discredited the company that the King revoked its charter in 1624, and Virginia became a royal colony ruled by a governor appointed by the king. The headright system was continued, however, as was the House of Burgesses. Despite King James’s reluctance to concede the principle of colonial self-rule, the crown interfered in Virginia’s affairs less than the company had.


    The high profits from tobacco brought quick recovery from the effects of the Indian massacre and made Virginia a land of opportunity for the disadvantaged and discontented. Gripped by such demographic and economic forces as rapid population growth, inflation, and the commercialization of agriculture with its need for fewer farmers, England teemed with farm and town workers available for colonial emigration. The poorest of English farm workers could emigrate as indentured servants of a Virginian who would pay their ocean passage. Labor was so dear and land so cheap in the New World that when the three to five years of servitude were completed, a servant could often buy a farm, plant tobacco, and perhaps acquire indentured servants of his own. The most enterprising and affluent of the early settlers accumulated both labor and land in abundance by importing indentured servants and acquiring headrights in the process. While these more successful planters filled the offices of colony and county government, Virginia society remained so fluid during most of the seventeenth century that the planters could not be said to constitute an aristocracy or ruling class.


    For one category of immigrants, the Virginia environment produced not self-fulfillment but enslavement. In 1619, the year of the first representative assembly in British North America, a Dutch trading ship dropped anchor at Jamestown with the first cargo of Africans. The original English settlers had brought with them the traditional European prejudice against blacks, but there was no provision in English law for treating Negroes differently from other indentured servants. However, it was easier to take advantage of blacks. Torn forcibly from their African cultures and languages, they had few means of resisting oppression in the alien culture of Virginia. Conspicuously distinguishable from European servants, they could not run away and melt into the free population. Even as the conditions of servitude became less onerous for whites, masters gradually began holding black servants for life and claiming the labor of their children. By the middle of the seventeenth century, Virginia law was modified to define a separate status of permanent and absolute slavery for Africans. When the colony’s evolving slave laws were first codified in 1705 and bondsmen were “adjudged to be real estate,” blacks numbered perhaps 10,000 in a population totalling about 85,000. This was to be a land of opportunity for Europeans only. Indeed, it was through the exploitation of cheap black labor in the tobacco fields that some white Virginians began to amass great fortunes in the later seventeenth century.


    While whites flourished in Virginia, a similar pattern of colonial life was being established under very different auspices farther up the shores of Chesapeake Bay. In 1632, King Charles I, successor of James I, granted to Cecilius Calvert, second Lord Baltimore, proprietorship (theoretically, personal ownership) of the feudal domain of Maryland lying between the Potomac River and the 40th parallel. The Calverts were a noble Catholic family who envisioned Maryland as a refuge for their fellow Catholics from Protestant England. The first settlement was established at Saint Mary’s in 1634, when some 200 colonists, most of them Protestants, arrived aboard the Ark and the Dove. Soon both Protestants and Catholics were emigrating to Maryland to become tobacco growers like the Virginians. But unlike the early Virginians, they enjoyed peace with their Indian neighbors and experienced no starvation.


    Due to a remarkable royal charter, Lord Baltimore had absolute political power and personal ownership of the land. In order to attract settlers and make the colony a success, the young Lord Proprietor shared both soil and power with them. Large grants of 3,000 to 6,000 acres were made to some colonists, mostly Catholics; they presided as manorial lords over large numbers of servants and tenants and came to constitute a kind of gentry. Most of the population were yeoman farmers, perhaps employing a few servants and leasing their lands from the proprietor on a basis nearly equivalent to ownership in return for a nominal tax or quitrent. The Calverts appointed a governor, but eventually allowed the inhabitants to elect an assembly that soon asserted its right to initiate legislation. The most notable piece of legislation was the Act of Toleration of 1649. This act promised less tolerance than is commonly believed; it applied only to orthodox trinitarian Christians and assured neither separation of church and state nor universal freedom of worship. Yet the act assured a measure of religious liberty to Protestants and Catholics. Within three decades of its founding, the colony had perhaps 13,000 inhabitants.


    NEW ENGLAND: PLYMOUTH AND MASSACHUSETTS BAY


    Meanwhile, far to the north of the Chesapeake colonies, a different kind of English colonization was taking place on the less hospitable coast of New England. The New England colonies were a direct outgrowth of a renewal of religious conflict in England. The more intense Protestants had never been satisfied with the moderate English Reformation as it was institutionalized in the Church of England. Calling themselves Puritans, they wanted to rid the English church of Roman Catholic practices and to “purify” it by eliminating the hierarchy of bishops and simplifying church ritual. The Puritans shared with Anglicans the predestinarían doctrines of the Swiss cleric John Calvin: a heightened sense of an inscrutable God’s sovereignty and goodness and a recognition of depraved humanity’s dependence on divine grace for salvation. The Puritans strove to live strictly in accordance with Gods will and to create a community modeled on that of the earliest Christians.


    Queen Elizabeth’s astuteness had prevented the growing Puritan spirit from causing trouble during her reign, but her successors, the Stuart monarchs James I (1603–1625) and Charles I (1625–1649), invited conflict. James bluntly told the Puritans that they would either conform to the usages of the Church of England or be “harried out of the land.” His son Charles married a French Catholic princess and supported efforts to compel religious conformity.


    Early on, James harried one little band of particularly fervid left-wing Puritans out of England, and they took refuge in Holland. They were known as Separatists because they sought to separate from the Church of England and not merely to purify it. Although they were able to worship as they wished, after several years in Holland these Pilgrims, in order to preserve their identity, turned their eyes toward America. With support from a group of London merchants, they and additional recruits from England, totalling 101 men and women (87 of them either Separatists or members of Separatist families), set out for Virginia in the Mayflower in September 1620. Poor navigation brought them to the American coast at Cape Cod, north of the company’s territory, and rather than brave further winter storms on the Atlantic, they established nearby the settlement of Plymouth. Half of this ill-prepared band died of illness and malnutrition during the first winter. The remaining Pilgrims were spared largely through the timely appearance of Squanto, a friendly Indian who spoke English, having spent some time in England after being kidnapped by a ship’s captain. He taught them to fish and to grow corn. Thus, Plymouth Plantation endured, if it did not grow rapidly, as a “sweet communion” of simple and pious souls who eked out a living from poor New England soil and from trade in fish and furs. The first English community in New England, it was soon overshadowed and eventually absorbed (1691) by the larger, more prosperous Puritan colony of Massachusetts Bay. Its place in the American imagination, however, was assured by the eloquent history, Of Plymouth Plantation, left by its long-time governor, William Bradford, and by the first Thanksgiving, its celebration of the first harvest in the new colony. Not least of all, New England’s first permanent settlement is remembered for the Mayflower Compact. This first American “constitution” was a self-governing agreement inspired by radical Puritan notions of church government; 41 adult males signed it on shipboard before the Pilgrims landed at Cape Cod. Under its terms, the colonists formed a “civill body politic” to govern themselves by majority will and promised “all due submission and obedience” to the “just and equall lawes” of the colony.


    The main Puritan migration to New England was made possible when a group of well-to-do and influential leaders obtained from King Charles in 1629 a charter for the Massachusetts Bay Company authorizing settlement in the area north of the Plymouth colony. In a bold move, the leaders resolved to make this charter of a joint-stock company the constitutional basis for a holy commonwealth beyond the King’s reach by moving charter and company officers across the Atlantic. All over England, Puritans subscribed funds and volunteered themselves, and in the summer of 1630, a fleet of 17 vessels carried nearly 1,000 people to establish a series of towns around Boston harbor. As conditions for Puritanism worsened in England, these original settlers were followed by thousands more. Within little more than a decade, New England had 20,000 people.


    However foreign the Puritans’ ideals may seem to later generations, their enterprise for a holy commonwealth was certainly one of humanity’s nobler dreams. If one accepts the Puritans’ premises that God is sovereign, that one’s primary duty is to do His will, and that the major issue of life is whether one receives God’s grace or salvation then it is hard to resist their conclusion that society should be constructed around a divine plan for human redemption.


    The Puritans’ theory of civil government was similar to their congregationalist theory of church government, and both were based on the idea of convenant. A true church was a group of the “visible elect” (those who appeared by their lives to be true recipients of God’s grace) who had entered into a sacred agreement or covenant with God and each other to obey the divine will and establish a church to preach His word. It was then the business of the church members to choose as minister a man especially qualified by character and education to interpret divine will. (Women were, of course, generally denied education and were not eligible for the clergy.) This theory contained an element of democracy in that all members participated in the holy covenant, the choice of a minister, and the admission of new members; an element of aristocracy in that the minister once chosen should be accorded the authority due his special qualifications for interpreting God’s will; and an element of monarchy in that God’s will was sovereign.


    The Puritans similarly believed that their holy commonwealth was founded on an implicit covenant with God and each other and that civil magistrates derived their authority from their special qualifications for interpreting God’s will for the society. The Puritan commonwealth took its form from the corporate charter of the Massachusetts Bay Company. The stockholders or “freemen” of a joint-stock company met annually as a “Great and General Court” to decide major company policies and to elect the company’s executive officers, a governor and a board of assistants or magistrates. When the Puritan leaders transferred the charter of the Massachusetts Bay Company from England to New England in 1630, only a handful of magistrates — the governor, John Winthrop, and a few freemen (stockholders) of the company who were also assistants — went along.


    In their zeal to protect the religious objectives of the holy experiment, these few magistrates sought at first to make all rules, judge all cases, and govern alone. But within a year, a number of the leading settlers demanded a voice in government, and the magistrates decided that henceforth all adult male church members could be considered freemen and be allowed to attend the annual General Court to elect the governor and assistants. By 1632, three years after settlement, the General Court had forced the magistrates to concede it a share in the lawmaking power. As the population increased and the General Court became unwieldy, the practice was adopted of having the freemen in each town elect two deputies to represent them in the General Court. The evolution of the General Court as a representative legislative body was completed in 1640 when the elected deputies and the governor and magistrates began meeting separately, thus forming a bicameral legislature.


    The Puritan commonwealth was theocratic in the sense that God’s will was law, but not in the sense that ministers were given direct political power. The real power of the clergy arose from their authority as interpreters of God’s will. With respect to civil matters, this function was ordinarily performed by the magistrates, but when they disagreed with the deputies, the magistrates could usually call the powerful authority of the clergy to their support. Nearly everyone believed that it was the duty of the state to support the church, to require church attendance by members and nonmembers alike, to enforce a strict morality, and to do anything else that would increase the chances of salvation for every member of the community.


    The pattern of settlement reflected the religious aims of the holy commonwealth. Individuals were not permitted to buy land wherever they wished. The General Court, in a practice quite unlike that of Virginia or Maryland, insisted on compact settlement in contiguous towns. When warranted by population increases, the General Court would authorize a group of people to settle a new town adjacent to one already established. Thus, in orderly and controlled fashion, the original settlement at Salem was followed by ones at Charlestown and Boston and subsequently at Haverhill, Concord, and Sudbury, and then by others well beyond the Boston Bay area. Families were assigned house lots (the sizes of which were generally determined by social rank) in a compact village within the town’s boundaries, and they worked the outlying agricultural lands they were allotted. The church was located in the village center, and villagers and the town and church officials were encouraged to guard, warn, and reprove each other against moral lapses. Freeman and nonfreeman alike were allowed to participate directly in the town meeting, which elected town officials and decided local policy.


    Deeply believing that a trained intelligence was required to discern God’s will, the Puritans were zealous advocates of education. The family was the basic unit of instruction. Although male dominance was an accepted principle and women were expected to regard their men with “a reverend subjection,” the mother exercised considerable, at times decisive authority within the home. Day-to-day child-rearing, like most domestic matters, were her responsibility. Technically, at least, the father was responsible for educating his dependents; he saw to it that his children and servants mastered the rudiments of reading, writing, and arithmetic and that his sons learned a trade. Fathers were responsible, too, of course, for the religious and moral training and behavior of their families. In 1647, the General Court ordered every town of 50 houses to maintain an elementary school, and some of the larger towns supported public secondary schools as well.


    Puritan theory required not only a decently educated general population but also a highly educated magistracy and clergy. More than 100 graduates of Oxford and Cambridge came to Massachusetts Bay in its first decade to fill this need. In 1636, the General Court established at Cambridge a college modeled on the English universities and named after John Harvard, a young English clergyman who bequeathed to it his library and half his estate. Bright boys from ordinary farm families attended Harvard, and about half of the graduates became ministers.


    RHODE ISLAND, CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE


    It was inevitable that the holy commonwealth’s efforts to maintain social discipline and a uniform doctrine would lead to friction in a population filled with gifted, intense, and devout individuals. The most embarrassing troublemakers in the early days were Roger Williams and Anne Marbury Hutchinson, both of whom challenged the principle of religious uniformity. A brilliant young minister, Williams was a radical Puritan who arrived at the modern principle of separation of church and state on the not so modern ground that enforcement of religious uniformity impeded the soul in its search for religious truth. Such a view clearly threatened the commonwealth, and Williams’s close friend Governor Winthrop warned him of his impending arrest in time for him to escape. Banished from the colony, he made his way south with some of his followers to Narragansett Bay in 1636. He established the town of Providence, and then the colony of Rhode Island, where he proclaimed the policy of complete religious freedom and inaugurated a democratic system of self-government. Receiving a charter from the English government in 1644, Rhode Island attracted dissenters from Massachusetts and Europe, flourished as a farming and trading community, and was a thorn in the sides of its orthodox Puritan neighbors.


    Soon after Williams’s exile, Anne Hutchinson, a gifted lay theologian and an uncommonly assertive Puritan woman, was also banished from Massachusetts to Rhode Island. She had been holding meetings in which she stressed the covenant of grace, which appealed to many Puritans. Because she believed that the continuing process of divine revelation could supplant orthodox scriptural interpretation, she was accused in the colony’s General Court of disrespect for the clergy and the heresy of Antinomianism, which emphasized the primacy of inner faith and direct communion with God over outward religious observance and other good works. In today’s more secular age, her doctrinal differences with the Puritan leadership seem small — matters of degree, not kind. Yet her outspoken criticism of established clerical authority — and her intrusion into affairs that the Puritan fathers thought were better left to men — assured her conviction as “a woman not fit for our society. ” After a brief imprisonment she along with her family and some followers fled to Rhode Island; she was killed in 1643 by Indians.


    Another New England colony came into being when the strong-minded Reverend Thomas Hooker and members of his congregation in Cambridge became excited over the fertile Connecticut River Valley, 100 miles inland from the Massachusetts Bay settlements. Rivalry between Hooker and the other leaders probably figured in the fact that the magistrates departed from their rule of compact settlement and allowed the Cambridge people to go. Traveling overland in 1636, Hooker’s followers founded Hartford and organized their own colony of Connecticut on the model of Massachusetts Bay. Other Puritan groups founded settlements at Saybrook and New Haven on the coast and maintained an independent status for a quarter of a century before merging with Hooker’s valley settlements as the united colony of Connecticut.


    Massachusetts Bay sought to maintain control over the sporadic settlements that grew up to its north. In 1679, the towns beyond the Merrimac River obtained a charter making them the separate royal colony of New Hampshire, but the Maine area beyond continued to be ruled from Boston.


    ENGLISH STRIFE AND AMERICAN AUTONOMY


    The Stuart monarchy of Charles I had little liking for the stiff-necked independence of Puritan New England, but Charles had his hands too full with Puritanism in old England to undertake any punitive measures across the broad Atlantic. English Puritans had become increasingly important leaders in Parliament s struggle against the arbitrary policies of the Stuarts. The long and bitter conflict culminated in civil war in the 1640s. Oliver Cromwell’s Parliamentary army defeated the royalist forces, King Charles was beheaded in 1649, and Cromwell became the dominant figure in a Puritan Commonwealth.


    Under these circumstances, the English colonies on the Chesapeake Bay and in New England had been left to develop as they pleased. The Virginians cared little who ruled in England so long as they were left alone to grow tobacco and pursue their individual fortunes. In Maryland, however, the Protestant majority took advantage of the English Civil War to overthrow the Calverts and the Catholic ruling class and to repeal the Act of Toleration.


    The New Englanders became more independent than ever. The leaders of Massachusetts Bay regarded their holy commonwealth as a model for England and indeed for all humanity, “a Citty Upon a Hill, the eies of all people upon us.” The early success of the Puritan cause in the English Civil War reinforced their faith that they were leading the way to a world organized under the will of God. With redoubled zeal to maintain a pure and undefiled commonwealth, they sought to eliminate religious error wherever it appeared. The Quakers caused the Puritans the greatest trouble. These adherents of the Religious Society of Friends represented a kind of radical Puritanism of lower-class origin that enjoined each person to follow the divine promptings of the “Inner Light” in his or her own soul. The antiauthoritarian Quakers felt impelled to bear witness to their faith in the most hostile places, and many of them came to Massachusetts Bay for this purpose. Although they were banished, they returned at the first opportunity. The authorities tried whipping, then cutting off ears, then the threat of hanging, but still the banished Quakers returned. Finally four were hanged.


    But suddenly New England lost its sense of cosmic significance. The Puritan Commonwealth collapsed in England, and the Stuart monarchy returned to power in the Restoration of 1660. The new Stuart king, Charles II, restored Maryland to the Calverts and sought to strengthen his control over the other colonies, but the habit of independence had become so deeply ingrained that he encountered strong resistance. Though the New England magistrates and clergy ceased their persecutions and grudgingly began to tolerate Quakers, Anglicans, and other dissenters, they stubbornly sought other ways to maintain their autonomy and power in loyalty to the ideal of the holy commonwealth. But by now, this ideal was being weakened from within as well as from without.


    PURITANISM IN A SECULARIZING SOCIETY


    The Chesapeake colonists had reacted to the New World environment and the lure of profits from tobacco culture by moving easily toward a society of merchants and staple-crop producers, based on individual enterprise and liberal institutions. In New England, an equally autonomous society had developed, but here institutionalized Puritanism was a brake against the pull of the New World environment toward modernity.


    In emphasizing God’s sovereignty and humanity’s dependence, Puritanism (only somewhat more forcibly than Protestantism generally) was profoundly antagonistic to the modern spirit of optimism and confident individualism. Yet at the same time, Puritanism gave a powerful psychological impetus to individual striving. The Puritans were “moral athletes” who believed that “right living” was the best evidence (although no guarantee) that one enjoyed God’s grace. Right living included working as hard and being as successful as possible in whatever worldly calling or business God had placed one. With these convictions, it was not surprising that Puritans were highly successful in their temporal pursuits, especially under the favoring circumstances offered by the New World environment.


    Despite its scarcity of fertile soil, New England prospered from the beginning. Although fur trapping flourished only briefly and failed as game supplies dwindled, cod fisheries were developed early and remained a source of steady profit. Lucrative opportunities arose in trade with the English colonies in the East Indies and, to a lesser degree, with England and Spain. The Caribbean Islands produced only two crops — tobacco and sugar — for the European market, and New England colonists began to supply the islanders with food and other items they needed — fish, grain, staves, and livestock. These northern merchants also traded New World goods for manufactured products at Glasgow, Bristol, and London. Sometimes they exchanged rum for slaves on the coast of West Africa. Between the New World, the Caribbean Islands, and the Old World, a trading pattern, imprecisely called triangular, was established by the New Englanders. To facilitate their maritime endeavors, they built a flourishing merchant marine, which in turn stimulated a shipbuilding industry in New England.


    By the middle of the seventeenth century, the Puritan colonies contained a growing class of successful and wealthy merchants and entrepreneurs, second-generation Americans with no memory of the persecutions once visited upon their forebears. Such people found it increasingly more difficult to maintain the fervid piety of the first settlers. Some could not put the search for salvation before worldly prosperity, and some did not feel helplessly dependent on the grace of an omnipotent God. There was no conscious parting from orthodoxy, no open rebellion against Puritan rule, but the religious fervor of the early commonwealth gradually ebbed. This became apparent when the children of the first generation of church members increasingly failed to give sufficient evidence of Gods grace to be received into full membership themselves. Stubbornly retreating before the relentless tides of heterodoxy and secularism, the churches compromised; to retain influence, they opened their membership under a “half-way covenant” to those baptized children of church members who led exemplary lives and accepted the orthodox doctrines, but who were still unable to testily to a “saving faith,” a convincing subjective experience of grace. Having blurred the distinction between the elect and the merely devoted, some churches soon went even further by permitting communion without public confession of faith.


    Meanwhile, some of the more successful and less pious New Englanders began to argue that religious intolerance discouraged immigration and hampered growth and prosperity. These settlers also chafed under the orthodox leadership and disapproved of the continued defiance of royal authority. Thus when the British government finally lost patience with Massachusetts Bay, it found some allies among the Puritans. In 1684, Charles II annulled the Massachusetts charter, and the following year his brother and successor, James II, placed all the New England colonies, along with recently acquired New York and New Jersey, under the new and singular jurisdiction of the Dominion of New England. All legislative bodies were suspended, and the Dominion was arbitrarily ruled by a royally appointed governor, Sir Edmund Andros, and his council. But James’s equally arbitrary rule at home was arousing opposition. When the King was overthrown in the “Glorious Revolution” of 1688, a series of popular demonstrations ousted the Dominion authorities in the American colonies.


    In 1691, the Massachusetts Bay authorities had to accept from the new English monarchs, William and Mary, a charter that assured further secularization and seriously compromised the ideal of the holy commonwealth. The legislative power of the General Court was restored, but henceforth the governor was to be royally appointed, and property ownership replaced church membership as a qualification for voting. Under the new charter, the anticlerical elements gained increasing political influence and finally succeeded even in taking control of Harvard College.


    The clergy sought to stem the ebbing of their spiritual and political authority by ever more fervent reminders of God’s power and wrath and unwittingly contributed to the Salem witchcraft hysteria of the early 1690s. Before this frenzy subsided, 2 dogs and 19 innocent people died on the gallows, an old man was pressed to death by rocks, and some 150 others awaited (but would not suffer) a similar fate. Although belief in witches was almost universal throughout Christendom and although the Salem witch mania was modest and restrained compared to those of Scotland and Germany, the revulsion against the outrages in New England further undermined the prestige of the orthodox leadership. In all likelihood, the hysteria owed more to tensions resulting from a changing social, economic, and political order than to clerical excesses, but the tragic episode was another major setback for the Puritan hierarchy. By the turn of the century, the social and political leadership of the Puritan colonies was clearly passing into the hands of the enterprising commercial class that constituted the vanguard of modernity.


    The Puritans have too often been viewed through the dark window of the witch trials. Until recently, much has been made of the somber, more repressive, and self-denying tendencies of these extraordinary people. Although their piety seems extreme to a more secular age, the Puritans were not necessarily the grim, self-righteous prigs of popular imagination. In a threatening and uncertain world, theirs was a purposeful community that proved immensely appealing to uprooted, discontented, and otherwise “unredeemed” Englishmen, that attracted an uncommon number of subtle minds, and that produced great intellectual vigor. Their modern critics have faulted their “hell-fire and damnation” religion, yet their ministers were well-educated men whose sermons were often models of lucidity. Nor were the Puritan faithful necessarily more stuffy or abstemious than other Anglo-Americans of the period; preferring moderation to total abstinence, they used tobacco and alcohol in moderation. Church records reveal that premarital sex could be forgiven the repentant Puritan, and that divorce was permitted for cruelty, adultery, and impotence. Marriage was often marked by tenderness and based on deep love between partners, who took pleasure in what one approving Puritan divine called the “Use of the Marriage Bed.” In sum, these were appealing folk, sober and human, God-fearing and practical. They were not libertines, but they were probably no more puritanical than other seventeenth-century Englishmen on either side of the Atlantic.


    FOR FURTHER READING


    Samuel Eliot Morison’s The European Discovery of America (1971) is a notable introduction to English explorations, and Wallace Notestein describes The English People on the Eve of Colonization, 1603–1630 (1954). Gary Nash’s Red, White, and Black (1992) explores the interactions between native Americans, Europeans, and Africans in colonial North America. The authoritative account of the early colonies is Charles M. Andrews’s The Colonial Period of American History (4 vols., 1934–1938). The early history of the Chesapeake colonies is traced in James Horn’s Adapting to a New World (1994), J. A. Leo Lamay’s The American Dream of Captain John Smith (1991), and Wesley Frank Craven’s The Southern Colonies in the Seventeenth Century (1949). Good recent explorations of colonial New England include Stephen Innes, Creating the Commonwealth (1995), and William Cronon, Changes in the Land (1983). Darrett B. Rutman, in American Puritanism (1970), provides a good introduction to early New England faith and practice; Perry Millers classic two-volume study ably details The New England Mind (1939, 1953); and T. H. Breens The Character of the Good Ruler (1970) examines Puritan political thought. Both Edmund S. Morgan’s Visible Saints (1963) and Richard Gildrie’s Salem, Massachusetts (1975) help explain the transformation of the Puritan commonwealth into a Yankee province. Important biographical and family studies include Edmund S. Morgan’s brief study of Governor Winthrop, The Puritan Dilemma (1956); Morgan’s Roger Williams (1967); Kenneth Silverman’s The Life and Times of Cotton Mather (1984); and John Demos’s analysis of Plymouth colony, A Little Commonwealth (1970). The best account of the social and economic context of the witch trials is Paul Boyer and Steven Nissenbaum, Salem Possessed (1974). John Demos, in Entertaining Satan (1982), places the Salem tragedy in broader perspective. In this period (as in all others) the student is advised to examine contemporary accounts, particularly Governor William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, 1620–1691 (1966) and John Winthrop, Winthrop’s Journal (1908).


    MAP 1: EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS AND INDIAN TRIBES IN AMERICA, 1650
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    Source: Redrawn by permission of the Smithsonian Institution Press from B. A. E. Bulletin 145, Indian Tribes of North America, John Swanton, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., 1952.
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Britain’s North American Empire, 1660–1763


    BEFORE 1660, the English had little or no conception of a colonial empire. The isolated American settlements were rarely thought of, and the British government had been too distracted by political chaos to devise any systematic scheme of beneficial relations between colonies and mother country. The end of civil strife brought a new interest in America. Under the Stuart Restoration, the whole North American seaboard, from Maine south to Spanish Florida, was organized for settlement and exploitation, and an emerging theory of empire began to be embodied in a set of colonial policies.


    THE PROPRIETARY COLONIES


    The expansion of English settlement in North America was prompted partly by a desire to gain strategic advantages against other colonizing nations and partly by a desire to reward favored courtiers who had sided with the Stuarts during the Civil War. In 1663, Charles II granted a group of eight English noblemen the vast domain stretching south from Virginia to the borders of Spanish Florida and westward across the continent from sea to sea. This grant of Carolina was modeled on the proprietary grant of Maryland to the Calverts, and the eight Lords Proprietor were given title to the soil as well as political authority over the area. Carolina already contained a small population that had spilled over from Virginia into the area of Albemarle Sound. In 1670, an expedition from the British West Indies colony of Barbados established another settlement several hundred miles down the coast at Charles Town (Charleston); a contingent of French Huguenots (Protestants), Scots, and Germans augmented the English group.


    Anxious to encourage immigration and make profits from rising land values, the proprietors promised religious toleration and adopted a liberal land system, including headrights. Settlers in the two sections (later to become the colonies of North and South Carolina) were allowed to elect an assembly and make laws in conjunction with a governor and council appointed by the proprietors. The northern settlements in the Albermarle district were blocked off by coastal sandbars from good ocean transportation, so this area came to be populated by small landowners whose isolation and independence made them difficult to govern. The southern settlements around Charles Town, on the other hand, quickly developed an export trade through profitable staple products — first deerskins and naval stores, and then rice and indigo. Brought to work the plantations, blacks outnumbered whites by the turn of the century, and a particularly brutal form of bondage based on the slave code of British Barbados became fully entrenched. Great plantations grew up on the tidal estuaries, and the planters came to constitute a tightly knit ruling class. They had their headquarters in Charleston, where they spent the malarial summer months in breeze-swept town houses.


    While Carolina was emerging as a buffer against the Spanish to the South, the British were eliminating another competitor farther north: the Netherlands, the European nation most like England in the enterprising qualities of its people. Early in the sixteenth century, the Dutch merchant marine dominated the Far Eastern spice trade. Though their Far Eastern ventures absorbed so much of their slender resources and work force that they had little left for the New World, the Dutch were interested in finding a more direct water passage to the spice islands through North America. It was the search for such a northwest passage that led Henry Hudson in 1609 up the river that bears his name.


    The Hudson River proved to be no northwest passage, but it did lead into the heart of the fur-rich Iroquois country, and by 1624, the Dutch had established trading posts that grew into the colony of New Netherland. New Amsterdam at the tip of Manhattan Island became a cosmopolitan trading center; a scattering of Dutch farmers spread out over Long Island, Staten Island, and across the Hudson from Manhattan; along the Hudson, vast manors were granted to wealthy patroons who exercised feudal authority over their tenants. Yet the preoccupation of the Dutch with the Far East, their authoritarian patroonship system, and the petty tyranny of its governors prevented New Netherland from flourishing like its English neighbors.


    The English resented this Dutch intrusion into what they regarded as their domain. In 1664, Charles II granted the area between the Delaware and Connecticut rivers to his brother, the Duke of York (who ascended the throne in 1685 as James II). James promptly organized a fleet and sailed for New Amsterdam, which surrendered without a shot. He found his proprietary domain, which he renamed New York, to be larger than he desired, and he transferred some 5,000,000 acres between the Delaware and the Hudson rivers to two of his favorites as the proprietary grant of New Jersey. The New Jersey proprietors encouraged settlement by promising land and religious tolerance. Large numbers of Puritan New Englanders, Dutch New Yorkers, English Barbadians, and colonists from Scotland and England responded, making the region one of Anglo-America’s most ethnically and religiously diverse colonies. In 1674 the grant was divided into eastern and western sections, and the original proprietors sold their rights to others. West Jersey eventually came into the hands of a Quaker group, which included William Penn.


    Penn was responsible for filling one of the last gaps in the continuous band of English settlement along the Atlantic Coast of North America. The son of a British admiral, Penn had been a convert to Quakerism, a radical separatist fringe that carried Puritan doctrines of religious purification to the extreme of rejecting a clergy and the Sacraments. Reviled by Anglicans and Puritans alike, the passionate Children of the Light were often persecuted, and Penn himself spent time in prison for his religious convictions. While on missionary tours of continental Europe, he envisioned a political and religious refuge in America where not just Quakers but the persecuted and poor of all sects and countries could live in peace. The reigning Stuarts had owed Penn s father a large sum of money; in 1681, this debt and perhaps a desire to be rid of the Quakers led Charles II to grant William Penn the vast region between Maryland and New York — 29,000,000 acres, nearly the size of England. Penn later added to this tract by purchasing the former Swedish colony of Delaware. Penn arrived in the New World in 1682 and laid out Philadelphia between the Schuylkill and the Delaware rivers. Thus, the Quaker paradise was built not in New Jersey, but in what was called Pennsylvania.


    Penn promptly began advertising his province, offering complete religious freedom, representative government, and the most generous land policy of any of the American colonies. The quick response from English Quakers, the Welsh, and persecuted German sects made Pennsylvania the most rapidly growing and populous area in British America. Penn himself spent several years there, and inaugurated a government that enforced the most humane code of laws in the world. Separate assemblies were provided for the Philadelphia area and the area of the “Three Lower Counties” of Delaware below Philadelphia; both had the same governor who was appointed by the proprietor. The preponderant Quakers continued for decades to govern the province in the generous spirit of Penns “Holy Experiment,” and Pennsylvania became for European liberals the pre-eminent symbol of a tolerant and prosperous New World society.


    Thus, by 1682, Great Britain’s North American empire had been almost completely rounded out. Georgia, the last remaining American colony of Great Britain, was not established until 1732. In that year, a group of English philanthropists persuaded the British government to appoint them trustees of the area south of the Savannah River, which was to be used as a refuge for imprisoned debtors and other deserving paupers. The leading trustee and first governor, James Oglethorpe, sailed with a contingent of settlers in 1733 and founded Savannah. The benevolent trustees tried to ensure a moral society of small farmers by limiting each settler to 50 acres and prohibiting the importation of rum and slaves. When this southern-most colony proved not to be the New World Eden that its promoters had advertised, these restrictions were relaxed to enable it to compete for settlers with its prosperous neighbor South Carolina. Yet Georgia remained for many decades a tiny outpost against Spanish Florida.


    The failure of the Georgia restrictions was merely the final demonstration that corporate purposes, however high-minded, could not survive among the English in the New World. This lesson was forced upon the Virginia Company early, and the holy commonwealth of the Puritans resisted it only a little longer. The proprietary colonies founded after 1660 all promised religious toleration, representative government, and cheap land — policies designed to attract settlers by guaranteeing individual rights and opportunity. The characteristics of the English and the free environment of the New World led irresistibly toward a society permeated with the spirit of individual enterprise.


    THE NAVIGATION ACTS AND THE COLONIAL ECONOMY


    While the proprietary colonies were eschewing corporate purposes in the New World, officials in London were developing a series of policies designed to implement the larger corporate purposes suggested by an emerging concept of British empire. These policies were based on the theory of political economy known as mercantilism. Although the
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